AVIATION WALL OF HONOR

Major General
Ralph Royce
Pilot US Army

Ralph Royce was born in June of 1890 in
Marquette, Michigan. After early schooling in
Hancock, he entered the U.S. Military Academy
at West Point and graduated there in 1914. This
was the beginning of a military career that

spanned 32 years with action in World War T

and World War I1.

After finishing the Signal Corps Aviation
School in 1916, he was assigned to the 1™ Aero Squadron at Columbus, New Mexico. In late
1917, he took the 1™ Aero Squadron to France as its commander. Royce was reputed to have
been the first flyer to negotiate passage over enemy lines in France during WWL

Following the war, he held various command positions and attended both the Air Corps
Tactical and the Army Command and General Staff Schools. In 1928, he became commande_r,
1¥ Pursuit Group Selfridge Field Michigan. Major Royce won the Mackay Trophy for leading
the January 1930 “Arctic Patrol” flight from Selfridge to Spokane, Washington and return.

Following a General Staff assignment in Washington, D.C., he attended the Army War
College. Appointment as Post and 1% Pursuit Group Commander at Selfridge Field preceded his
assignment to the Philippines in 1937 where he served as Air Officer until August 1939. In

1941, he was stationed in Australia with the Allied Air Forces and in April 1942, ten days before

R. Royce



