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Executive Summary of the Hazardous Materials Assessment and the Phase I 

Environmental Site Assessments 

 

The following information is an executive summary of the Hazardous Materials Assessment (HMA) report 

and the individual Phase I Environmental Site Assessments (Phase I ESA) for each of the 14 buildings.  

The actual abridged versions of the HMA and Phase I ESA reports follow after this executive summary.   

 

Hazardous Materials Assessment 

The HMA identified and quantified the existence of asbestos containing materials (ACM), lead-containing 

paint, mercury-containing equipment, polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) and other hazardous materials 

within the 14 buildings proposed for demolition. The HMA was conducted in June-July 2021 and September 

2022 and was intended to identify building contaminants that, if mismanaged during demolition activities, 

could pose an environmental or health and safety concern. 

  

All subject buildings were originally part of K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base with construction beginning in 1955. 

Construction materials and techniques in the subject buildings are generally consistent with construction of 

the era, and most of the subject buildings have undergone multiple renovations prior to the base closure in 

1995. The majority of inspected structures are comprised of concrete slabs with Concrete Masonry Unit 

(CMU) block walls, metal truss roof supports, metal roof decking, and built-up flat roof envelopes. 

Mechanical systems generally originate in one or two mechanical rooms per building and operate on central 

steam heat converted to forced air or unit heaters at buildings. Mechanical distribution is primarily above 

finished ceilings, and original construction may include unfinished drywall ceilings forming plenums for 

mechanical systems. The presence of original utility tunnels is assumed; however, utility tunnels were not 

inspected nor were entrances to tunnels identified during the inspection. In general, original utility 

connections would run north-south to the site of the steam generation plant (demolished). 

 

Multiple buildings on the site have been renovated during their occupation history. In most cases, 

renovations did not include removal of old building materials, lighting, or mechanical systems. 

Consequently, multiple layers of ceiling tiles and/or floor tiles are present throughout the subject buildings. 

Original fluorescent light fixtures are present, generally without bulbs, above current ceiling installations. 

 

Due to the specialized nature of some buildings or portions of buildings, construction materials may be 

atypical. For example, a material X-ray installation is present, which includes lead walls. Radio and 

electromagnetic frequency shielding is present in some structures, which includes metal wall paneling and 

concrete ceilings. Facility security included protections against unauthorized access to mechanical systems 

above ceilings. Additionally, most original attic space access points are no longer visible due to building 

renovation. 

 

All buildings assessed are in structurally sound condition. Several have been significantly impacted by water 

intrusion; however, the majority of observed water intrusion has resulted from broken roof drain plumbing 

rather than failure of the roof envelope. Consequently, a significant portion of building materials in some 

structures are waterlogged and visible mold growth is present. 

 



Findings 

The following findings were made during the HMA: 

 

• ACM is present throughout the subject buildings in all but one inspected building. 

• Paint samples collected from the subject buildings contained detectable lead concentrations. 

• All exit signs and smoke detectors in the subject buildings may contain radioactive material. It is 

the responsibility of the contractor to confirm the presence or absence of the hazardous material in 

items impacted by the demolition. 

• There is a significant quantity of fluorescent bulbs in the subject buildings, which are assumed to 

contain mercury. 

• There is a significant quantity of light ballasts in the subject buildings assumed to contain PCBs. 

• There are high voltage transformers in some subject buildings, which may contain PCB oil, or which 

may have caused contamination impacting building materials and soil. 

• There are emergency light batteries and emergency generator batteries present in the subject 

buildings. 

• There may be mercury-containing devices including thermostats and switch gear. 

• There is lead sheathing present in Building 725. 

• The subject buildings may have historical chemical contamination from facility processes.  

 

Conclusions 

The HMA resulted in the following conclusions based on these findings: 

 

• Most buildings will require asbestos abatement prior to demolition. 

• The concentrations of lead in some of the painted surfaces presents a potential inhalation and 

dermal contact exposure risk to employees. 

• Components generally will not meet the definition of hazardous waste when handled appropriately. 

However, the following materials require special handling: 

o PCB light ballasts 

o Hazardous material-containing devices such as smoke detectors and exit signs 

o Fluorescent and other mercury-containing lamps and bulbs 

o Mercury-containing thermostats 

• Waste characterization may be required prior to disposal. 

 
Mitigation Requirements 

Because of the hazardous substances and potentially hazardous components that were detected during 

the investigation, contractors working on the proposed project should be aware of the specific mitigation 

requirements, which will affect demolition of the subject buildings. These requirements are discussed below. 

 

Asbestos 

Contractors are responsible for complying with all requirements regulating work conducted in an 

area potentially containing asbestos.  

  

 Training Requirements 



All employees and subcontractors should be provided with appropriate hazard awareness 

training as required in Michigan Occupational Health Standards for Construction Chapter 

VI, Part VI – General Workplace Requirements, Rule 6601 General Requirements Section 

(1) Part (b) and Asbestos Worker/Supervisor Training Class I per 29 CFR 1926.1101 (K). 

 

Licensing Requirements 

All asbestos-impacting activities with the potential exceptions of roofing material, <1% 

material, and exterior sealants—must be performed by a licensed abatement contractor 

utilizing certified employees in accordance with Michigan Part 602, 29 CFR 1926.1101, 

and 40 CFR Part 61, Subpart M. Abatement and demolition specifications should address 

asbestos abatement requirements and project expectations in detail. 

 

Materials Containing <1% Asbestos 

Materials present at the facility have been found to contain less than 1 percent asbestos. 

These materials are not regulated under 40 CFR Part 61, Subpart M by definition. 

However, the Michigan Occupational Safety and Health Administration (MIOSHA) 

regulates these materials in compliance with published opinions from the Occupational 

Safety and Health Administration (OSHA). Materials containing <1% asbestos as verified 

by 400-point count methodology for Polarized Light Microscopy require: removal prior to 

renovation or demolition, determination of worker exposure during removal and providing 

appropriate respiratory protection, means and methods to reduce potential exposure, and 

prompt packaging in leak-proof containers. Materials containing <1% asbestos may be 

disposed as construction and demolition debris. A licensed asbestos abatement contractor 

and certified workers are not required for removal of <1% material. 

 

Disposal 

ACM waste is categorized as a special waste and may be deposited in municipal Class II 

or III landfills. Marquette County maintains flow control rules requiring that all waste 

generated in the county be landfilled at the Marquette County Solid Waste Authority 

(MCSWA). MCSWA does not generally accept non-friable asbestos waste as construction 

and demolition debris. Project specifications should indicate that National Emission 

Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAP)-compliant demolition of non-friable 

ACM in place and deposition as construction and demolition debris is not allowed. The 

building owner must obtain copies of all asbestos waste manifests generated by the landfill 

and retain the manifests. 

 

Exempt Trades 

Abatement of ACM roofing materials and non-friable exterior building materials does not 

require licensed abatement contractors and certified workers. These materials may be 

abated by any firm with appropriate training such as a demolition or roofing contractor. 

 

 

 



(Lead) Painted Surfaces 

During demolition of interior surfaces, dermal contact and inhalation exposure risks may be present 

from the lead-containing paint. During demolition of any painted surfaces, employees may be 

required to wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE), including respiratory protection 

(i.e., respirators) and skin protection (i.e., appropriate gloves and clothing). It is recommended that 

detailed requirements for impacting lead-bearing paint surfaces be included in project 

specifications. 

 

One subject building (Building 725) contains lead sheathing. Due to the operational nature of the 

former K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base, lead sheathing and/or lead lining associated with sensitive 

areas may be discovered during the course of demolition activities, although no other buildings 

containing lead sheathing were discovered during the HMA.  

 

Training Requirements 

All employees involved in the demolition of painted surfaces and employees who may be 

exposed to airborne lead should be trained in the exposure hazards of airborne lead and 

the proper use and selection of appropriate PPE. This includes skin, eye, and respiratory 

PPE. Furthermore, the general contractor should be trained in the OSHA Lead Exposure 

in Construction Standard. Specific provisions of this Standard include, but are not limited 

to, an Exposure Assessment. 

 

Responsibilities Related to Lead and Metals Exposure in Construction 

Part 603 – Lead Exposure in Construction (R325 of the Michigan Administrative Code) and 

Part 309 (R325 of the Michigan Administrative Code) – Cadmium Exposure in 

Construction, hereafter referred to as the Standard, must be adhered to by general 

contractors and all subcontractors employed in completion of the project. As noted in the 

Standard, the Employer (i.e., general contractor) is responsible for complying with all rules 

and regulations set forth in the Standard. 

 

In accordance with the “Lead Exposure in Construction Standard,” Part 603 of R325.51992 

of the Michigan Administrative Code (amended October 18, 1999), the general contractor 

is required to conduct an initial Exposure Assessment to determine if levels of airborne 

particulate lead exceed the action level of 30 micrograms per cubic meter (mg/m3). Also, 

in accordance with the “Cadmium Exposure in Construction Standard, Part 309, R325 of 

the Michigan Administrative Code (amended April 5, 1999), the general contractor is 

required to conduct an initial Exposure Assessment to determine if levels of airborne 

particulate cadmium exceed the action level of 2.5 mg/m3. 

 

Waste Disposal 

Painted surfaces can generally be disposed at the landfill as general construction debris 

(Type II Waste). The State of Michigan requires that concrete, brick, or block coated with 

lead-bearing paint be disposed in a landfill. The State of Michigan does not quantitatively 

define “lead-bearing”; consequently, any detection of lead in paint on these surfaces 



requires landfill disposition of debris material. Additional testing of demolition debris may 

be necessary prior to disposal of these materials to meet landfill requirements for Toxicity 

Characteristic Leaching Procedure (TCLP) sample analysis. In some cases, analytical data 

provided in this report and material calculations may be accepted by the landfill rather than 

required TCLP analysis. 

 

Recycling 

Metal coated with lead-bearing paint film may be recycled by approved scrap yards. 

Recycling metal with lead-bearing paint qualifies as transfer of ownership and relieves the 

building owner of any responsibilities related to the lead-bearing paint. The facility contains 

an X-ray garage (Building 725), which contains a significant quantity of lead sheathing and 

lead-lined doors. This material may be recycled. 

 

Disposal Requirements 

System and building components impacted by demolition of the buildings generally will not meet 

the definition of hazardous waste when handled appropriately. However, the following materials 

require special disposal handling: 

 

• Devices containing PCB oils 

• Mercury-containing lamps and bulbs 

• Mercury-containing thermostats 

• Radioactive materials-containing devices 

• Construction salvage debris containing hazardous metals 

• Asbestos waste 

 

The construction debris may contain metals, which will need to be characterized as a waste stream 

prior to being accepted for disposal at the solid waste disposal facility selected to receive the 

demolition material. 

 

Phase I Environmental Site Assessments 

A Phase I ESA was conducted in November 2022 for each of the 14 buildings proposed for demolition. The 

Phase I ESAs were conducted in general accordance with American Society for Testing and Materials 

(ASTM) Standard Practice for Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment 

Process (E1527-13). The Phase I ESA consisted of a review of environmental records, site reconnaissance, 

review of historical data, and interviews of Airport staff and local government officials. The purpose of the 

ESAs was to evaluate the subject property for the presence of Recognized Environmental Conditions 

(RECs) as defined by ASTM E1527-13. The investigations were conducted to provide the prospective 

owner with a basis for asserting landowner liability protections and defenses (should landowner liability 

protections and defenses become necessary) under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, 

Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 (CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. et seq.) and applicable state law. 

Performance of the Phase I ESAs was intended to reduce, but not eliminate, uncertainty regarding 

environmental matters, while recognizing reasonable limits of time and cost. 

 



The findings of the Phase I ESAs are discussed below by building number. For each building, a description 

of the building and its address location are provided, followed by the consultant’s findings, opinion, and 

recommended mitigation. Utilities available to all 14 buildings consist of gas, electrical, cable/internet, and 

telephone service. In addition, a municipal water supply and wastewater treatment facilities serve all of the 

subject buildings.   

 

Building 403 

Building 403 is located at 503 Avenue H. The subject building was built in 1986 for the maintenance 

squadron on K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. Since the closure of the Air Force base in 1995, the building has 

been vacant. Building 403 is 13,456 square feet and is constructed of concrete, metal, and wood with a 

slab on grade concrete foundation.  

 

Findings 

After a review of environmental records, site reconnaissance, review of historical data, and select 

interviews, the indication of one (1) REC and one (1) Controlled Recognized Environmental 

Condition (CREC) associated with the subject property were found. The identified REC includes: 

    

• A confirmed release (C-0622-89) from underground storage tanks (USTs) at Building 412, 

upgradient from the subject property, released petroleum products into soil and 

groundwater. Although the USTs were removed, there is no documentation confirming 

remediation of impacted soil or groundwater. The potential for impacted groundwater to 

migrate presents a REC to the subject property. 

 

The identified CREC includes: 

 

• A site of environmental contamination (K.I. Sawyer AFB-ST-04) with documented soil and 

groundwater contamination and a restriction on the use of groundwater is located in 

proximity to the subject property to the southeast. The potential exists for groundwater 

contamination to migrate and impact the subject property. 

 

Consultant’s Opinion 

The results of the Phase I ESA revealed evidence suggesting the presence of current 

environmental concerns regarding potential groundwater contaminant migration onto the subject 

property. 

 

Conclusions and Recommended Mitigation 

The assessment revealed evidence of two (2) RECs in connection with the subject property. Based 

on the results of the Phase I ESA, the depth of groundwater in the vicinity (>60 feet), and the 

intended demolition activities proposed for the subject property, no further evaluation of the 

identified RECs is required at this time. The following mitigation procedures are recommended 

during demolition activities: 

 



• If suspect contaminated soil and/or groundwater is encountered during demolition 

activities, characterization and/or monitoring of the material should be conducted during 

excavation and earth moving activities. 

• Demolition contractors and personnel who may encounter contaminated soil and/or 

groundwater should wear appropriate PPE as required with state and/or federal 

requirements for worker safety. 

• A site-specific Health and Safety Plan (HASP) is the responsibility of the demolition 

contractor to address the RECs identified. 

 

Building 404 

Building 404 is located at 530 Avenue F and is currently vacant. The subject building was constructed in 

1961 for equipment calibration for the K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. Since the closure of the base, the building 

was leased to Boreal Aviation, Inc. as the location for the FBO for a period. No improvements were made 

to the building during that time. Building 404 is 12,801 square feet and is constructed of concrete, metal, 

and wood with a slab on grade concrete foundation. 

 

Findings 

After a review of environmental records, site reconnaissance, review of historical data, and select 

interviews, the indication of one (1) REC and one (1) Controlled Recognized Environmental 

Condition (CREC) associated with the subject property were found. The identified REC includes: 

    

• A confirmed release (C-0622-89) from underground storage tanks (USTs) at Building 412, 

upgradient from the subject property, released petroleum products into soil and 

groundwater. Although the USTs were removed, there is no documentation confirming 

remediation of impacted soil or groundwater. The potential for impacted groundwater to 

migrate presents a REC to the subject property. 

 

The identified CREC includes: 

 

• A site of environmental contamination (K.I. Sawyer AFB-ST-04) with documented soil and 

groundwater contamination and a restriction on the use of groundwater is located in 

proximity to the subject property to the southeast. The potential exists for groundwater 

contamination to migrate and impact the subject property. 

 

Consultant’s Opinion 

The results of the Phase I ESA revealed evidence suggesting the presence of current 

environmental concerns regarding potential groundwater contaminant migration onto the subject 

property. 

 

Conclusions and Recommended Mitigation 

The assessment revealed evidence of two (2) RECs in connection with the subject property. Based 

on the results of the Phase I ESA, the depth of groundwater in the vicinity (>60 feet), and the 

intended demolition activities proposed for the subject property, no further evaluation of the 



identified RECs is required at this time. The following mitigation procedures are recommended 

during demolition activities: 

 

• If suspect contaminated soil and/or groundwater is encountered during demolition 

activities, characterization and/or monitoring of the material should be conducted during 

excavation and earth moving activities. 

• Demolition contractors and personnel who may encounter contaminated soil and/or 

groundwater should wear appropriate PPE as required with state and/or federal 

requirements for worker safety. 

• A site-specific Health and Safety Plan (HASP) is the responsibility of the demolition 

contractor to address the RECs identified. 

 

Building 414 

Building 414 is located at 516 Avenue H. The subject building was built in 1958 and is the former 

entomology building for K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. Building 414 is 2,719 square feet and is constructed 

of concrete block, wood, and metal with a slab on grade foundation. An octagonal-shaped heat treatment 

room with a furnace or oven is located at the northwest corner of the building. A small building used to store 

pesticides and herbicides is located on the southeast side of the building. 

 

Findings 

After a review of environmental records, site reconnaissance, review of historical data, and select 

interviews, the indication of one (1) REC and one (1) CREC associated with the subject property 

were found. The identified REC includes: 

 

• A site of environmental contamination (K.I. Sawyer AFB-ST-04) with documented soil and 

groundwater contamination has active land use controls, including a restriction on the use 

of groundwater. The subject property is located within the groundwater use restriction area. 

The groundwater use restriction presents a REC to the subject property. 

 

The identified CREC includes: 

 

• The Air Force formerly used Building 414 for entomology with the historical use and storage 

of pesticides and herbicides on the subject property. The potential release of hazardous 

chemicals related to the former entomology activities may have impacted the soil and 

groundwater on the subject property. 

 

Consultant’s Opinion 

The results of the Phase I ESA revealed evidence suggesting the presence of current 

environmental concerns regarding the subject property. 

 

Conclusions and Recommended Mitigation 

The assessment revealed evidence of two (2) RECs in connection with the subject property. Based 

on the results of the Phase I ESA, the depth of groundwater in the vicinity (>60 feet), and the 



intended demolition activities proposed for the subject property, no further evaluation of the 

identified RECs is required at this time. The following mitigation procedures are recommended 

during demolition activities: 

 

• If suspect contaminated soil and/or groundwater is encountered during demolition 

activities, characterization and/or monitoring of the material should be conducted during 

excavation and earth moving activities. 

• Demolition contractors and personnel who may encounter contaminated soil and/or 

groundwater should wear appropriate PPE as required with state and/or federal 

requirements for worker safety. 

• A site-specific Health and Safety Plan (HASP) is the responsibility of the demolition 

contractor to address the RECs identified. 

 

Building 426 

Building 426 is located at 605 Second Street and is currently vacant. The subject building was built in 1980 

to serve as the security police office building for K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. Building 426 is two stories 

high, 12,506 square feet, and is constructed of concrete block, wood, and metal with a slab on grade 

foundation. 

 

Findings 

After a review of environmental records, site reconnaissance, review of historical data, and select 

interviews, no indication of RECs associated with the subject property was found. 

    

Consultant’s Opinion 

The results of the Phase I ESA did not reveal evidence suggesting the presence of current 

environmental concerns regarding the subject property. Further quantitative environmental 

investigations (i.e., Limited Phase II ESA) are not recommended for the subject property. 

 

Conclusions and Recommended Mitigation 

The assessment revealed no evidence of RECs in connection with the subject property. Based on 

the results of the Phase I ESA, the recommendation is for no further environmental investigations 

to assess the presence of impacts that may be present at the subject property and no mitigation. 

 

Building 428 

Building 428 is located at 509 Second Street and is currently vacant. The subject building was built in 1958 

to serve as a life support building for K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. Building 428 is 3,114 square feet and is 

constructed of concrete block, wood, and metal with a slab on grade foundation.  

 

Findings 

After a review of environmental records, site reconnaissance, review of historical data, and select 

interviews, the indication of one (1) REC associated with the subject property was found. The 

identified REC includes: 

 



• A release (C-1521-92) was discovered during the removal of three USTs on September 8, 

1992, at the side-gradient property at Building 610. A Finding of Suitability to Lease (FOSL) 

on file with EGLE from 1995 indicates the extent of contamination from the release had yet 

to be determined. No additional file information detailing remediation at Building 610 was 

available. Given the relative proximity of Building 610, it is possible for impacted 

groundwater to migrate, posing an ongoing risk to the subject property. 

 

Consultant’s Opinion 

The results of the Phase I ESA revealed evidence suggesting the presence of current 

environmental concerns regarding potential groundwater contaminant migration onto the subject 

property. 

 

Conclusions and Recommended Mitigation 

The assessment revealed evidence of one (1) REC in connection with the subject property. Based 

on the results of the Phase I ESA, the depth of groundwater in the vicinity (>60 feet), and the 

intended demolition activities proposed for the subject property, no further evaluation of the 

identified REC is required at this time. The following mitigation procedures are recommended 

during demolition activities: 

 

• If suspect contaminated soil and/or groundwater is encountered during demolition 

activities, characterization and/or monitoring of the material should be conducted during 

excavation and earth moving activities. 

• Demolition contractors and personnel who may encounter contaminated soil and/or 

groundwater should wear appropriate PPE as required with state and/or federal 

requirements for worker safety. 

• A site-specific Health and Safety Plan (HASP) is the responsibility of the demolition 

contractor to address the RECs identified. 

 

Building 429 

Building 429 is located at 505 Second Street. The subject building was built in 1987 to serve as the auditor’s 

building for K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. Building 429 is 2,718 square feet and is constructed of concrete 

block, wood, and metal with a slab on grade foundation. It has been vacant since the Air Force base closed.  

 

Findings 

After a review of environmental records, site reconnaissance, review of historical data, and select 

interviews, the indication of one (1) REC associated with the subject property was found. The 

identified REC includes: 

 

• A release (C-1521-92) was discovered during the removal of three USTs on September 8, 

1992, at the side-gradient property at Building 610. A Finding of Suitability to Lease (FOSL) 

on file with EGLE from 1995 indicates the extent of contamination from the release had yet 

to be determined. No additional file information detailing remediation at Building 610 was 



available. Given the relative proximity of Building 610, it is possible for impacted 

groundwater to migrate, posing an ongoing risk to the subject property. 

 

Consultant’s Opinion 

The results of the Phase I ESA revealed evidence suggesting the presence of current 

environmental concerns regarding potential groundwater contaminant migration onto the subject 

property. 

 

Conclusions and Recommended Mitigation 

The assessment revealed evidence of one (1) REC in connection with the subject property. Based 

on the results of the Phase I ESA, the depth of groundwater in the vicinity (>60 feet), and the 

intended demolition activities proposed for the subject property, no further evaluation of the 

identified REC is required at this time. The following mitigation procedures are recommended 

during demolition activities: 

• If suspect contaminated soil and/or groundwater is encountered during demolition 

activities, characterization and/or monitoring of the material should be conducted during 

excavation and earth moving activities. 

• Demolition contractors and personnel who may encounter contaminated soil and/or 

groundwater should wear appropriate PPE as required with state and/or federal 

requirements for worker safety. 

• A site-specific Health and Safety Plan (HASP) is the responsibility of the demolition 

contractor to address the RECs identified. 

 

Building 430 

Building 430 is located at 403 Avenue D. The subject building was built in 1956 to serve as a life support 

building for K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. Building 430 is 6,931 square feet and is constructed of concrete 

block, wood, and metal with a slab on grade foundation. It has been vacant since the Air Force base closed.  

 

Findings 

After a review of environmental records, site reconnaissance, review of historical data, and select 

interviews, the indication of one (1) REC associated with the subject property was found. The 

identified REC includes: 

 

• A release (C-1521-92) was discovered during the removal of three USTs on September 8, 

1992, at the side-gradient property at Building 610. A Finding of Suitability to Lease (FOSL) 

on file with EGLE from 1995 indicates the extent of contamination from the release had yet 

to be determined. No additional file information detailing remediation at Building 610 was 

available. Given the relative proximity of Building 610, it is possible for impacted 

groundwater to migrate, posing an ongoing risk to the subject property. 

 

 

 

 



Consultant’s Opinion 

The results of the Phase I ESA revealed evidence suggesting the presence of current 

environmental concerns regarding potential groundwater contaminant migration onto the subject 

property. 

 

Conclusions and Recommended Mitigation 

The assessment revealed evidence of one (1) REC in connection with the subject property. Based 

on the results of the Phase I ESA, the depth of groundwater in the vicinity (>60 feet), and the 

intended demolition activities proposed for the subject property, no further evaluation of the 

identified REC is required at this time. The following mitigation procedures are recommended 

during demolition activities: 

 

• If suspect contaminated soil and/or groundwater is encountered during demolition 

activities, characterization and/or monitoring of the material should be conducted during 

excavation and earth moving activities. 

• Demolition contractors and personnel who may encounter contaminated soil and/or 

groundwater should wear appropriate PPE as required with state and/or federal 

requirements for worker safety. 

• A site-specific Health and Safety Plan (HASP) is the responsibility of the demolition 

contractor to address the RECs identified. 

 

Building 600 

Building 600 is located at 603 Third Street. The subject building was built in 1956 as a fire department for 

K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. After the closure of the base, the building was used as the Airport’s 

maintenance facility and fire station from 1998 to 2006, when the new maintenance and fire station was 

constructed. Over the years, Boreal Aviation, Inc., SkyWest, and the local Experimental Aircraft Association 

(EAA) chapter have used limited portions of the building. Building 600 is 16,276 square feet and is 

constructed of concrete block, wood, and metal with a slab on grade foundation. Boreal Aviation currently 

uses the building for vehicle and equipment storage. A concrete storage shed that previously contained 

office equipment is located on the east side of the building. 

 

Findings 

After a review of environmental records, site reconnaissance, review of historical data, and select 

interviews, no indication of RECs associated with the subject property was found. 

    

Consultant’s Opinion 

The results of the Phase I ESA did not reveal evidence suggesting the presence of current 

environmental concerns regarding the subject property. Further quantitative environmental 

investigations (i.e., Limited Phase II ESA) are not recommended for the subject property. 

 

 

 

 



Conclusions and Recommended Mitigation 

The assessment revealed no evidence of RECs in connection with the subject property. Based on 

the results of the Phase I ESA, the recommendation is for no further environmental investigations 

to assess the presence of impacts that may be present at the subject property and no mitigation. 

 

Building 601 

Building 601 is located at 551 Third Street. The subject building was built in 1958 to serve as the photo lab 

for K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. The building is 4,936 square feet and is constructed of concrete block and 

wood with a concrete slab on grade foundation. It has been vacant since the Air Force base closed.  

 

Findings 

After a review of environmental records, site reconnaissance, review of historical data, and select 

interviews, no indication of RECs associated with the subject property was found. 

    

Consultant’s Opinion 

The results of the Phase I ESA did not reveal evidence suggesting the presence of current 

environmental concerns regarding the subject property. Further quantitative environmental 

investigations (i.e., Limited Phase II ESA) are not recommended for the subject property. 

Conclusions and Recommended Mitigation 

The assessment revealed no evidence of RECs in connection with the subject property. Based on 

the results of the Phase I ESA, the recommendation is for no further environmental investigations 

to assess the presence of impacts that may be present at the subject property and no mitigation. 

 

Building 610 

Building 610 is located at 308 Avenue F and is currently vacant. The subject building was built in 1961 to 

serve as the aerospace ground equipment gas station on K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. Following the base’s 

closure, the Marquette County Road Commission leased the building as a location for maintenance and 

staging of equipment. The Lake Superior Community Partnership’s (LSCP) electrical lineman school later 

leased the building for equipment storage. Building 610 is 25,356 square feet and is constructed of concrete 

block, metal, and wood with a slab on grade foundation. 

 

Findings 

After a review of environmental records, site reconnaissance, review of historical data and select 

interviews, the indication of two (2) RECs associated with the subject property were found: 

• A release (C-1521-92) was discovered during the removal of three USTs on September 8, 

1992. A FOSL on file with EGLE from 1995 indicates the extent of contamination from the 

release had yet to be determined. No additional file information detailing remediation at 

Building 610 was available. Impacted groundwater and soil are likely to be present on the 

subject property. 

• The building has historically been used as a gas station and maintenance facility for military 

vehicles. The historical use of Building 610 as a gas station and maintenance facility 

constitutes a REC. 

 



Consultant’s Opinion 

The results of the Phase I ESA have revealed evidence suggesting the presence of current 

environmental concerns regarding the subject property. 

 

Conclusions and Recommended Mitigation 

The assessment revealed evidence of two (2) RECs in connection with the subject property. Based 

on the results of the Phase I ESA, the depth of groundwater in the vicinity (>60 feet), and the 

intended demolition activities proposed for the subject property, no further evaluation of the 

identified RECs is required at this time. The following mitigation procedures are recommended 

during demolition activities: 

 

• If suspect contaminated soil and/or groundwater is encountered during demolition 

activities, characterization and/or monitoring of the material should be conducted during 

excavation and earth moving activities. 

• Demolition contractors and personnel who may encounter contaminated soil and/or 

groundwater should wear appropriate PPE as required with state and/or federal 

requirements for worker safety. 

• A site-specific Health and Safety Plan (HASP) is the responsibility of the demolition 

contractor to address the RECs identified. 

 
Building 725 

Building 725 is located at 230 Avenue D. The subject building was built in 1960 to serve as the logistics 

group building on K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. Since the closure of the base, portions of the building have 

been leased. Only sections of the building that are currently vacant are proposed for demolition. Building 

725 is 108,161 square feet and is constructed of concrete, metal, and wood with a slab on grade concrete 

foundation. The building formerly contained a dining facility, hot and cold serving room, offices and training 

rooms, barber shop, demineralization water plant, 15-kilowatt generator, and a 275-gallon diesel tank. No 

evidence of the generator or diesel tank was observed at the time of the site reconnaissance. A large 

quantity of debris and fallen ceiling tiles prevented a thorough inspection of the interior of the building.  

 

Findings 

After a review of environmental records, site reconnaissance, review of historical data, and select 

interviews, the indication of one (1) REC and one (1) CREC associated with the subject property 

were found.  

 

The identified REC includes: 

 

• Documentation from the United States Air Force indicates the presence of a 

trichloroethylene (TCE) contamination plume impacting groundwater beneath the subject 

property. Records indicating the completion of remedial activities associated with the TCE 

impacts were not available; this presents a REC to the subject property. 

 



The identified CREC includes: 

 

• A site of environmental contamination (K.I. Sawyer AFB-SS-17) with documented soil and 

groundwater contamination has active land use controls, including a restriction on the use 

of groundwater. The subject property is located within the groundwater use restriction area. 

The groundwater use restriction presents a REC to the subject property. 

 

Consultant’s Opinion 

The results of the Phase I ESA revealed evidence suggesting the presence of current 

environmental concerns regarding potential groundwater contaminant migration onto the subject 

property. 

 

Conclusions and Recommended Mitigation 

The assessment revealed evidence of two (2) RECs in connection with the subject property. Based 

on the results of the Phase I ESA, the depth of groundwater in the vicinity (>60 feet), and the 

intended demolition activities proposed for the subject property, no further evaluation of the 

identified RECs is required at this time. The following mitigation procedures are recommended 

during demolition activities: 

 

• If suspect contaminated soil and/or groundwater is encountered during demolition 

activities, characterization and/or monitoring of the material should be conducted during 

excavation and earth moving activities. 

• Demolition contractors and personnel who may encounter contaminated soil and/or 

groundwater should wear appropriate PPE as required with state and/or federal 

requirements for worker safety. 

• A site-specific Health and Safety Plan (HASP) is the responsibility of the demolition 

contractor to address the RECs identified. 

 

Building 726 

Building 726 is located at 249 Avenue E and is currently vacant. The subject building was built in 1960 to 

serve as the Wing Headquarters on K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. Building 726 is 31,438 square feet, contains 

numerous offices and conference rooms, and is constructed of concrete block, metal, and wood with a slab 

on grade concrete foundation. 

 

Findings 

After a review of environmental records, site reconnaissance, review of historical data and select 

interviews, the indication of one (1) CREC associated with the subject property was found: 

 

• A site of environmental contamination (K.I. Sawyer AFB-SS-17) with documented soil and 

groundwater contamination has active land use controls, including a restriction on the use 

of groundwater. The subject property is located within the groundwater use restriction area. 

The groundwater use restriction presents a REC to the subject property. 

 



Consultant’s Opinion 

The results of the Phase I ESA revealed evidence suggesting the presence of current 

environmental concerns regarding potential groundwater contaminant migration onto the subject 

property. 

 

Conclusions and Recommended Mitigation 

The assessment revealed evidence of one (1) REC in connection with the subject property. Based 

on the results of the Phase I ESA, the depth of groundwater in the vicinity (>60 feet), and the 

intended demolition activities proposed for the subject property, no further evaluation of the 

identified REC is required at this time. The following mitigation procedures are recommended 

during demolition activities: 

 

• If suspect contaminated soil and/or groundwater is encountered during demolition 

activities, characterization and/or monitoring of the material should be conducted during 

excavation and earth moving activities. 

• Demolition contractors and personnel who may encounter contaminated soil and/or 

groundwater should wear appropriate PPE as required with state and/or federal 

requirements for worker safety. 

• A site-specific Health and Safety Plan (HASP) is the responsibility of the demolition 

contractor to address the RECs identified. 

 

Building 731 

Building 731 is located at 232 Avenue G and is currently vacant. The subject building was built in 1986 to 

serve as the administrative building for the Standardization and Evaluation Department of K.I. Sawyer Air 

Force Base. Retailers have intermittently rented the building since the closure of the base. Building 731 is 

4,088 square feet and is constructed of wood with a slab on grade concrete foundation. A concrete storage 

shed is located east of the building. 

 

Findings 

After a review of environmental records, site reconnaissance, review of historical data and select 

interviews, the indication of one (1) CREC associated with the subject property was found: 

 

• A site of environmental contamination (K.I. Sawyer AFB-SS-17) with documented soil and 

groundwater contamination has active land use controls, including a restriction on the use 

of groundwater. The subject property is located within the groundwater use restriction area. 

The groundwater use restriction presents a REC to the subject property. 

 

Consultant’s Opinion 

The results of the Phase I ESA revealed evidence suggesting the presence of current 

environmental concerns regarding potential groundwater contaminant migration onto the subject 

property. 

 

 



Conclusions and Recommended Mitigation 

The assessment revealed evidence of one (1) REC in connection with the subject property. Based 

on the results of the Phase I ESA, the depth of groundwater in the vicinity (>60 feet), and the 

intended demolition activities proposed for the subject property, no further evaluation of the 

identified REC is required at this time. The recommended mitigation is the same as Building 403.  

 

Building 732 

Building 732 is located at 541 Ninth Street and is currently vacant. The subject property was built in 1988 

to serve as the administrative office building for the bomb squadron of K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. Building 

732 is 3,683 square feet and is constructed of wood with a slab on grade concrete foundation.  

 

Findings 

After a review of environmental records, site reconnaissance, review of historical data and select 

interviews, the indication of one (1) CREC associated with the subject property was found: 

 

• A site of environmental contamination (K.I. Sawyer AFB-SS-17) with documented soil and 

groundwater contamination has active land use controls, including a restriction on the use 

of groundwater. The subject property is located within the groundwater use restriction area. 

The groundwater use restriction presents a REC to the subject property. 

 

Consultant’s Opinion 

The results of the Phase I ESA revealed evidence suggesting the presence of current 

environmental concerns regarding potential groundwater contaminant migration onto the subject 

property. 

 

Conclusions and Recommended Mitigation 

The assessment revealed evidence of one (1) REC in connection with the subject property. Based 

on the results of the Phase I ESA, the depth of groundwater in the vicinity (>60 feet), and the 

intended demolition activities proposed for the subject property, no further evaluation of the 

identified REC is required at this time. The recommended mitigation is the same as Building 403.  
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1.0   INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Project Understanding 

TriMedia Environmental and Engineering, LLC. (TriMedia) was retained to assist with 

this Hazardous Materials Assessment to identify and quantify the existence of asbestos-

containing building materials (ACBM), lead-containing paint, mercury-containing 

equipment, polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) and other hazardous materials within the 

fourteen (14) identified buildings. TriMedia has made every attempt to thoroughly 

document the Hazardous Materials Assessment findings in a manner that will best suit 

future needs for this information. TriMedia has summarized these findings in the text, 

tables, diagrams and appendices found herein. The assessment is intended to identify 

building contaminants that, if mismanaged during renovation activities, could pose an 

environmental or health and safety concern. TriMedia will utilize physical techniques and 

review available vendor data to document existence of environmentally sensitive building 

contaminants. 

 

1.2 Report Structure 

TriMedia has structured this report to best suit the potential for project flexibility. 

Methodology, regulatory requirements, and recommendations are generally common for 

all subject buildings. Information which applies to all subject buildings is included in 

Sections 2.0 through 4.0. Specific information relevant to individual buildings is 

presented Appendix A – Inspection Reports for Individual Buildings.  Each inspection 

report includes a brief summary of findings, tables of results, building diagrams, 

photographic documentation, and laboratory reports. In this way, Marquette County may 

utilize the contents of this report in a targeted fashion for all buildings, groups of 

buildings or individual buildings while providing potential contractors with field-usable 

information in a manageable format. 

 

1.3 Estimated Quantities 

TriMedia has attempted to accurately quantify building materials of concern; however, 

quantities presented in this report are engineering estimates and should not be used for 
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the purpose of contractor cost development without site confirmation by potential 

contractors. TriMedia assumes no liability for use of estimated quantities found in this 

report.  

 

1.4 Site Overview 

All subject buildings were originally part of K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base with construction 

beginning in 1955. Construction materials and techniques in the subject buildings are 

generally consistent with construction of the era, and most of the subject buildings have 

undergone multiple renovations prior to the base closure in 1995. The majority of 

inspected structures are comprised of concrete slabs with Concrete Masonry Unit (CMU) 

block walls, metal truss roof supports, metal roof decking, and built-up flat roof 

envelopes. Mechanical systems generally originate in one or two mechanical rooms per 

building and operate on central steam heat converted to forced air or unit heaters at 

buildings. Mechanical distribution is primarily above finished ceilings, and original 

construction may include unfinished drywall ceilings forming plenums for mechanical 

systems. The presence of original utility tunnels is assumed; however, utility tunnels 

were not included in TriMedia’s inspection nor were entrances to tunnels identified 

during the inspection. In general, original utility connections would run north-south to the 

site of the steam generation plant (demolished).  

 

Multiple subject buildings on the site have been renovated during occupation history. In 

most cases observed by TriMedia, renovations did not include removal of old building 

materials, lighting, or mechanical systems. Consequently, multiple layers of ceiling tiles 

and/or floor tiles are present throughout the subject buildings. Original fluorescent light 

fixtures are present, generally without bulbs, above current ceiling installations.  

 

Due to the specialized nature of some buildings or portions of buildings, construction 

materials may be atypical. For example, a material Xray installation is present which 

includes lead walls. Radio and electromagnetic frequency shielding is present in some 

structures which includes metal wall paneling and concrete ceilings. And facility security 

included protections against unauthorized access to mechanical systems above ceilings. 
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Additionally, most original attic space access points are no longer visible due to building 

renovation. 

 

All buildings assessed by TriMedia are in structurally sound condition. Several have 

been significantly impacted by water intrusion; however, the majority of observed water 

intrusion has resulted from broken roof drain plumbing rather than failure of the roof 

envelope. Consequently, a significant portion of building materials in some structures are 

waterlogged and visible mold growth is present.  

 

2.0   METHODOLOGY – MATERIAL ASSESSMENT 

As you are aware, TriMedia was onsite including dates from June 16 to July 12, 2021 and 

September 29, 2022 to assess the identified buildings for suspect hazardous materials. 

TriMedia employed standard building assessment techniques including historical drawing 

review, site reconnaissance, and destructive sampling procedures to identify suspect materials 

and collect samples for laboratory analysis.  Inspection methodology was based on 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) published opinions which include all building materials 

as suspect for asbestos, regardless of manufacturing or installation year. Based on our 

experience with other renovation and demolition projects, and as is often the case in most 

demolition projects, there exists the potential for discovering additional suspect materials not 

addressed by this report during demolition activities. In the event that additional materials that 

have the potential to contain hazardous materials are identified during onsite activities, such 

materials must be sampled before being further disturbed. 

 

2.1 Identification of Suspect Hazardous Materials 

TriMedia identified suspect hazardous materials and homogeneous areas for the 

purpose of collecting the required number of representative samples from each 

homogeneous material. These materials were identified using historic site data, including 

building and site plans, and professional knowledge of building constituents suspect of 

containing hazardous materials. Suspect building materials included ACM, painted 
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surfaces containing heavy metals, light fixtures containing mercury and polychlorinated 

biphenyls (PCBs), and electronic devices containing radioactive materials.  

2.2 Sample Collection 

TriMedia properly containerized each identified sample in a laboratory-supplied sealable 

bag; labeled each sample with the material sampled, sample location, and a unique 

sample number; and shipped the samples to EMSL Analytical Inc. in Indianapolis, 

Indiana under chain of custody. Sample locations were selected and labeled for future 

identification, whenever possible. To preserve material integrity, some materials were 

not sampled and assumed to contain hazardous materials. Such materials included 

electrical wire insulation and fire-rated separation panels on select electrical 

instrumentation. With the exception of electrical equipment and fire doors, TriMedia 

attempted to identify, access, and sample all suspect materials.  

2.3 Photographic Documentation 

TriMedia made every attempt to complete a comprehensive photographic documentation 

portfolio of the current state of the suspected hazardous materials in the facility. Photo 

logs are included in the Inspection Reports provided for each building.  

 

2.4 Analytical Laboratory Analysis 

TriMedia utilized EMSL Analytical Inc. in Indianapolis, Indiana and Northville, MI for 

analyses of all suspected hazardous materials. Samples were analyzed by United States 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Method 600/R-93/116. In the case of 

problematic matrices, samples were submitted for analysis by EPA Method NOB 600/R-

93/116. Paint samples were analyzed for lead by Method SW846-7000B, Flame Atomic 

Absorption. 

 

2.5 Report Structure 

TriMedia has formulated this report to be divisible by building or groups of buildings for   

useability. Project and site understanding, general conclusions from findings, 

recommendations, and regulatory requirements are presented in Sections 3.0, 4.0 and 

5.0. Building specific information are presented individually for presentation of hazardous 
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materials, quantities, laboratory reports, and photographic documentation. Individual 

Building Inspection Reports will be included in the Bid Specifications Packets.  

 

 

3.0   CONFIRMED/ASSUMED TO CONTAIN HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 

Confirmed and assumed potentially hazardous materials were identified throughout the facility 

by visual observation, sample collection, and laboratory analysis. An overview of hazardous 

materials follows. 

 

3.1 Asbestos-Containing Materials 

The presence of ACM has been identified throughout the selected facilities and in most 

inspected buildings. Identified ACM includes, but are not limited to, vinyl flooring and 

associated mastic; thermal system insulation; roofing materials; caulks and sealants; 

window glazing; glue pods; and drywall mud. Types and quantities of asbestos are 

presented in Individual Building Inspection Reports in Appendix A of this report. 

Additionally, materials were identified which contain <1% asbestos. These materials do 

not qualify as ACM for purposes of disposal or compliance with NESHAP requirements; 

however, materials with >0.25% but <1% asbestos are regulated in the State of 

Michigan by MIOSHA with requirements including removal prior to demolition, wet 

methods, worker protections, and packaging in leakproof containers. Removing 

materials containing <1% does not require asbestos certification for individuals or 

companies.  

 

All waste generated in Marquette County must be disposed of at the Marquette County 

Solid Waste Authority (MCSWA). MCSWA does not accept non-friable asbestos 

material intermingled with construction and demolition (C&D) waste.  

 

3.2 Lead-Containing Materials 

Lead-containing paint is found throughout the facility. The lead content of individual paint 

films in specific buildings is detailed in building specific sections of this report. For 
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planning purposes, it should be assumed that all paint films found at the facility are lead 

containing. Impacting lead containing paint initiates specific requirements for worker 

protection and may limit disposal and/or recycling options for building materials. In 

addition to lead-containing paint, a garage bay in Building 725 has internal lead walls 

and lead doors.           

                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                      

3.3 Polychlorinated Biphenyls-Containing Materials 

PCBs were commonly used in fluorescent light fixture ballasts and capacitors prior to 

1981. Suspect lighting equipment is presumed to contain PCBs unless it is labelled as 

“non-PCB” PCBs-containing materials are assumed for all fluorescent light fixtures on 

the property. Buildings at the facility contain original construction light fixtures located 

above current suspended ceiling levels. Estimated quantities of fluorescent light fixture 

ballasts are included in building specific report sections. 

 

Several buildings at the facility are equipped step-down transformers. Transformers may 

contain PCB oils or be located at the site of historic PCB releases related to the 

transformers. 

 

3.4 Miscellaneous Materials Containing Hazardous Substances 

Select miscellaneous materials with the potential to contain hazardous substances were 

discovered throughout the structure. These materials include exit signs, emergency 

floodlights, fluorescent bulbs, emergency exit signs, and a window air conditioner. These 

materials should be properly disposed of as universal, radioactive or special waste in 

accordance with federal and state regulations.  

 

3.4.1 Mercury 

Fluorescent light bulbs contain mercury. Estimated quantities for fluorescent light bulbs 

are included in building specific sections of this report. Mercury-containing fluorescent 

bulbs must be disposed as a universal waste in accordance with federal and state 

regulations. Thermostats are a universal waste so long as the mercury-containing 
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capsule remains intact. Mercury-containing thermostats must be disposed of in 

accordance with state and federal regulations. 

 

3.4.2 Radioactive Material 

Emergency exit signs were constructed containing low level activity radioactive materials 

and are present at the facility. Estimated quantities of emergency exit signs are provided 

in building specific sections of this report. Radioactive material-containing emergency 

exit signs must be disposed of in accordance with state and federal regulations. 

 

3.4.3 Batteries 

Emergency flood lights contain batteries to supply power in the event of an outage and 

are present at the facility. Estimated quantities of emergency lighting are included in 

building specific sections of this report. Additionally, some buildings at the facility were 

equipped with emergency generators and may have batteries associated with the 

generator units. Batteries must be disposed of in accordance with state and federal 

regulations. 

 

3.4.4 Freon 

Freon is a refrigerant which may be found in window air conditioning units, refrigerators, 

dehumidifiers, and other equipment which utilizes a condenser unit. Estimated quantities 

of freon-containing devices are included in building specific sections of this report. Air 

conditioning units cannot be disposed of without the removal of Freon by certified 

personal. Air conditioning units and the associated Freon must be disposed of in 

accordance with state and federal regulations. 

 

3.4.5 Deicing Concentrate 

Demolition of building 610 includes disposal of exterior tanks which previously contained 

aircraft deicer. Deicer is typically composed of propylene glycol or ethylene glycol with 

additives which may include alkylphenol ethoxylate surfactants, corrosion inhibitors, or 

benzotriazole / tolytriazoles which can present environmental hazards. Deicing tanks 

must be confirmed empty prior to demolition activities which could produce an accidental 
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release. Remaining deicer must be properly disposed of according to applicable 

regulations and recommendations.  

 

3.4.6 Pesticides and Herbicides 

Building 414 was formerly used for by the Air Force Entomology group with historical use 

and storage of pesticides and herbicides on the subject property. The potential release 

of hazardous chemicals related to the former Entomology activities may have impacted 

the soil or building materials at the subject property. If suspected contaminated soil or 

building materials are encountered during demolition activities, characterization and/or 

employee monitoring should be conducted, and worker protections may be necessary. 

Any pesticides or herbicides encountered may have to be treated as Hazardous waste 

and disposed of according to applicable regulations and recommendations. TriMedia did 

not identify bulk material or obvious contamination of suspect pesticides or herbicides 

during inspection.  

 

3.4.7 Unknown Materials 

TriMedia identified 55-gallon drums of unknown material in Buildings 414 and 610. This 

material must be characterized to determine appropriate disposal. Due to the nature of 

activities at the facility during original use, the potential for unidentified hazardous 

materials exists in most buildings covered by this report. Where unknown materials are 

identified or the potential for unknown materials is present (for example, closed tanks), 

TriMedia has included information in building specific sections of this report.  

 

4.0   SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS 

Because of the hazardous substances and potentially hazardous components which were 

detected in this survey, the Contractors should be aware of the specific requirements which will 

affect renovation or demolition of the identified structures. 
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4.1 Asbestos 

Contractors are responsible for complying with all requirements regulating work 

conducted in an area potentially containing asbestos. The includes providing all 

employees and Subcontractors with appropriate hazard awareness training as required 

in Michigan Occupational Health Standards for Construction Chapter VI, Part VI – 

General Workplace Requirements, Rule 6601 General Requirements Section (1) Part (b) 

and 29 CFR 1926.1101 (k) (9) (i), Part 602. Asbestos Standards for Construction. 

 

4.1.1 Training Requirements 

The Abatement Contractor is responsible for complying will all requirements 

regulating work conducted in an area potentially containing asbestos. This 

includes providing all employees and Subcontractors with appropriate hazard 

awareness training as required in Michigan Occupational Health Standards for 

Construction Chapter VI, Part VI – General Workplace Requirements, Rule 6601 

General Requirements Section (1) Part (b) and Asbestos Worker/Supervisor 

Training Class I per 29 CFR 1926.1101 (K). 

4.1.2 Licensing Requirements 

All asbestos-impacting activities - with the potential exceptions of roofing 

material, <1% material, and exterior sealants - must be performed by a licensed 

abatement contractor utilizing certified employees in accordance with Michigan 

Part 602, 29 CFR 1926.1101, and 40 CFR Part 61, Subpart M. Abatement and 

demolition specifications should address asbestos abatement requirements and 

project expectations in detail.  

 

4.1.3 Materials Containing <1% Asbestos 

Materials present at the facility have been found to contain less than one percent 

asbestos. These materials are not regulated under 40 CFR Part 61, Subpart M 

by definition. However, MIOSHA regulates these materials in compliance with 

published opinions from OSHA. Materials containing <1% asbestos as verified by 

400-point count methodology for PLM microscopy require: removal prior to 
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renovation or demolition; determination of worker exposure during removal and 

providing appropriate respiratory protection; means and methods to reduce 

potential exposure; and prompt packaging in leak-proof containers. Materials 

containing <1% asbestos may be disposed as construction and demolition 

debris. A licensed asbestos abatement contractor and certified workers are not 

required for removal of <1% material. 

 

4.1.4 Disposal 

ACM waste is categorized as a special waste and may be deposited in municipal, 

Class II or III landfills. Marquette County, Michigan maintains flow control rules 

requiring that all waste generated in the county be landfilled at the Marquette 

County Solid Waste Authority (MCSWA). MCSWA does not generally accept 

non-friable asbestos waste as construction and demolition debris. Project 

specifications should indicate that NESHAP-compliant demolition of non-friable 

ACM in place and deposition as construction and demolition debris is not 

allowed. The building owner must obtain copies of all asbestos waste manifests 

generated by the landfill and retain the manifests.  

 

4.1.5 Exempt Trades 

Abatement of ACM roofing materials and non-friable exterior building materials 

does not require licensed abatement contractors and certified workers. These 

materials may be abated by any firm with appropriate training such as a 

demolition or roofing contractor. 
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4.2 (Lead) Painted Surfaces 

During demolition of interior surfaces, dermal contact and inhalation exposure risks may 

be present from the lead-containing paint. During demolition of any painted surfaces, 

employees may be required to wear appropriate PPE, including respiratory protection 

(i.e., respirators) and skin protection (i.e., appropriate gloves and clothing). TriMedia 

recommends that detailed requirements for impacting lead-bearing paint surfaces be 

included in project specifications. 

 

One area (see, Section 4.2.4) of the facility contains lead sheathing. Due to the 

operational nature of the facility, lead sheathing and/or lead lining associated with 

sensitive areas may be discovered during the course of demolition activities, although no 

other locations of containing lead sheathing were discovered during the inspection. 

 

4.2.1 Training Requirements 

All employees involved in the demolition of painted surfaces and employees who 

may be exposed to airborne lead should be trained in the exposure hazards of 

airborne lead and the proper use and selection of appropriate PPE. This includes 

skin, eye, and respiratory PPE. Furthermore, the General Contractor and the 

Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) Lead Exposure in 

Construction Standard. Specific provisions of this Standard include, but are not 

limited to, an Exposure Assessment. 

 

4.2.2 Responsibilities Related to Lead and Metals Exposure in 

Construction  

Part 603 – Lead Exposure in Construction (R325 of the Michigan Administrative 

Code) and Part 309 (R 325 of the Michigan Administrative Code) – Cadmium 

Exposure in Construction, hereafter referred to as the Standard, for General 

Contractors and all Subcontractors employed in completion of the project. As 

noted in Standard, the Employer (i.e., General Contractor) is responsible for 

complying with all rules and regulations set forth in the Standard. 
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4.2.2.1 Lead Exposure Requirements 

In accordance with the “Lead Exposure in Construction Standard,” Part 

603 of R325.51992 of the Michigan Administrative Code (amended 

October 18, 1999), the General Contractor is required to conduct an 

initial Exposure Assessment to determine if levels of airborne 

particulate lead exceed the action level of 30 micrograms per cubic 

meter (mg/m3). Also in accordance with the “Cadmium Exposure in 

Construction Standard, Part 309, R 325 of the Michigan Administrative 

Code (amended April 5, 1999), the General Contractor is required to 

conduct an initial Exposure Assessment to determine if levels of 

airborne particulate cadmium exceed the action level of 2.5 mg/m3.  

 

4.2.3 Waste Disposal 

Painted surfaces can generally be disposed at the Landfill as general 

construction debris (Type II Waste). The State of Michigan requires that 

concrete, brick, or block coated with lead-bearing paint be disposed in a landfill. 

The State of Michigan does not quantitatively define “lead-bearing”; 

consequently, any detection of lead in paint on these surfaces requires landfill 

disposition of debris material. Additional testing of demolition debris may be 

necessary prior to disposal of these materials to meet landfill requirements for 

Toxicity Characteristic Leaching Procedure (TCLP) sample analysis. In some 

cases, analytical data provided in this report and material calculations may be 

accepted by the landfill rather than required TCLP analysis.  

 

4.2.4 Recycling 

Metal coated with lead-bearing paint film may be recycled by approved scrap 

yards. Recycling metal with lead-bearing paint qualifies as transfer of 

ownership and relieves the building owner of any responsibilities related to 

the lead-bearing paint. The facility contains an X-ray garage (Building 725) 

which contains a significant quantity of lead sheathing and lead-lined doors. 

This material may be recycled. 



   

Page 13 

 

 

4.3 Disposal Requirements 

System and building components impacted by renovation or demolition of buildings at 

the facility generally will not meet the definition of hazardous when handled 

appropriately. However, the following materials require special disposal handling: 

 

• Devices containing PCB oils; 

• Mercury-containing lamps and bulbs; 

• Mercury-containing thermostats; 

• Radioactive materials-containing devices; 

• Construction salvage debris containing hazardous metals; and, 

• Asbestos waste 

 

Please note that the construction debris may contain metals which will need to be 

characterized as a waste stream prior to being accepted for disposal at the solid waste 

disposal facility selected to receive the demolition material. 

 

 

5.0   SUMMARY OF FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

The following findings were made based on results of the assessment. 

• ACM is present throughout the selected buildings in all but one inspected building.  

• Paint samples collected from the selected buildings contained detectable lead 

concentrations.  

• All exit signs and smoke detectors in the selected buildings may contain radioactive 

material. It is the responsibility of the Contractor to confirm the presence or absence of 

the hazardous material in items impacted by the demolition/renovation. 

• There is a significant quantity of fluorescent bulbs in the selected buildings which are 

assumed to contain mercury.  
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• There is a significant quantity of light ballasts in the selected buildings assumed to 

contain PCBs. 

• There are high voltage transformers at some selected buildings which may contain PCB 

oil, or which may have caused contamination impacting building materials and soil. 

• There are emergency light batteries and emergency generator batteries present in the 

selected buildings.  

• There may be mercury-containing devices including thermostats and switch gear. 

• There is lead sheathing present in Building 725. 

• Selected buildings may have historical chemical contamination from facility processes. 

 

The following conclusions can be made based on these findings. 

• Most buildings will require asbestos abatement prior to demolition. 

• The concentrations of lead in some of the painted surfaces presents a potential 

inhalation and dermal contact exposure risk to employees. 

• Components generally will not meet the definition of hazardous waste when handled 

appropriately. However, the following materials require special handling: 

o PCB light ballasts, 

o Hazardous material-containing devices such smoke detectors and exit signs, 

o Fluorescent and other mercury-containing lamps and bulbs, 

o Mercury containing thermostats. 

• Waste Characterization may be required prior to disposal. 
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6.0   SIGNATURES OF ASBESTOS INSPECTOR PROFESSIONALS 

 

We have specific qualifications based on State of Michigan Asbestos Regulatory Licensing for 

Asbestos Inspectors as set forth in 40 CFR Part 763, and Michigan Public Act 440 of 1988 as 

amended and TSCA. 

 

     
         February 10, 2023 

Tim Sorensen, ASP     Date 

Project Manager 

Asbestos Inspector License # A43037   

 

 

 

             

         February 10, 2023 

Alexi Koltowicz      Date 

Industrial Hygiene Department Head 

Asbestos Inspector License # A41517 

       
           February 10, 2023 

Andrew Tripp      Date 

Staff Industrial Hygienist 

Asbestos Inspector License # A48290    

    

         
       February 10, 2023 

Kelly Levely, ASP      Date 

Health and Safety Manager 

Asbestos Inspector License # A43125 
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Phase I ESA 
Building 403, Gwinn, MI   
Project Number 2021-2800 
 

1.0 SUMMARY 
 
TriMedia Environmental & Engineering Services, LLC (TriMedia) was retained by Sawyer 
International Airport and Business Center to complete a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment 
(Phase I ESA) of a property located at 503 H Avenue in Gwinn, Michigan (“subject property”). The 
Phase I ESA was conducted in general accordance with American Society for Testing and Materials 
(ASTM) Standard Practice for Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessment Process (E1527-13). 
 
After a review of environmental records, site reconnaissance, review of historical data, and select 
interviews, TriMedia found indication of one (1) Recognized Environmental Condition (REC) and 
one (1) Controlled Recognized Environmental Condition (CREC) associated with the subject 
property.  The identified REC includes: 
 
 A confirmed release (C-0622-89) from USTs at Building 412, upgradient from the subject 

property, released petroleum products into soil and groundwater. Although the USTs were 
removed, there is no documentation confirming remediation of impacted soil or groundwater. 
The potential for impacted groundwater to migrate presents a REC to the subject property. 
 

The identified CREC includes: 
 
 A site of environmental contamination (K.I. Sawyer AFB-ST-04) with documented soil and 

groundwater contamination and a restriction on the use of groundwater is located in 
proximity to the subject property to southeast. The potential exists for groundwater 
contamination to migrate and impact the subject property. 

 
 

2.0 INTRODUCTION 
 

2.1 LOCATION AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION  
The subject property is located at 503 H Avenue in Gwinn, Michigan. The subject property 
consists of Building 403 which is 16,456 square feet and located at the northern end of 
Avenue H north of Avenue A in Gwinn, Michigan. A legal description is contained in 
Appendix B. 
 
The location of the subject property is presented in Figure 1 and Figure 2, located in 
Appendix A. Please refer to Appendix C for photographs of the subject property and 
surrounding properties.  
 

2.2 PURPOSE 
The purpose of the Phase I ESA was to evaluate the subject property for the presence of 
RECs (as defined by ASTM E1527-13).  This investigative effort was conducted to provide 
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the prospective owner with a basis for asserting landowner liability protections and defenses 
(should landowner liability protections and defenses become necessary) under the 
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 
(CERCLA) (42 U.S.C. et seq.) and applicable state law. 
 
This evaluation was conducted in general accordance with ASTM Standard Practice for 
Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process (E1527-
13).  Performance of this Phase I ESA is intended to reduce, but not eliminate, uncertainty 
regarding environmental matters, while recognizing reasonable limits of time and cost.   
 
The following terms and acronyms may appear in this report: 

 
1. Aboveground Storage Tank (AST) – any tank that currently is or has in the past been 

used to contain hazardous substances or petroleum products, and which is located at 
least 90% above surface grade. 

 
2. Activity and Use Limitations (AULs) – legal (institutional controls) or physical 

(engineering controls) restrictions or limitations on the use of, or access to, a site or 
facility: (1) to reduce or eliminate potential exposure to hazardous substances or 
petroleum products in the soil, soil vapor, groundwater, and/or surface water on the 
property, or (2) to prevent activities that could interfere with the effectiveness of a 
response action, in order to ensure maintenance of a condition of no significant risk to 
public health or the environment.  

 
3.  Adjoining Property – any real property or properties the border of which is contiguous or 

partially contiguous with that of the subject property, or that would be contiguous or 
partially contiguous with that of the subject property but for a street, road, or other public 
thoroughfare separating them.     

 
4. Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generator (CESQG) – handler generates, 

transports, stores, or treats one hundred (100) kilograms or less of hazardous waste per 
calendar month and accumulates one thousand (1000) kilograms or less of hazardous 
waste at any time. 

 
5. Controlled Recognized Environmental Condition (CREC) – a recognized environmental 

condition resulting from a past release of hazardous substances or petroleum products 
that has been addressed to the satisfaction of applicable regulatory authority (for 
example, as evidenced by the issuance of a no further action letter or equivalent, or 
meeting risk-based criteria established by regulatory authority), with hazardous 
substances or petroleum products allowed to remain in place subject to the 
implementation of required controls (for example, property use restrictions, activity and 
use limitations, institutional controls, or engineering controls).  A CREC is to be listed in 
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the findings section of the Phase I ESA report, and as a REC in the conclusions section 
of the Phase I ESA. 

 
6. De minimis condition – a condition that generally does not present a threat to human 

health or the environment and that generally would not be the subject of an enforcement 
action if brought to the attention of appropriate governmental agencies.  Conditions 
determined to be de minimis conditions are not recognized environmental conditions nor 
controlled recognized environmental conditions. 

 
7. EGLE – Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy, formerly the 

Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) prior to April 22, 2019.   
 

8. Environmental Lien - a charge, security, or encumbrance upon title to a property to 
secure payment of a cost, damage, debt, obligation, or duty arising out of response 
actions, clean-up, or other remediation of hazardous substances or petroleum products 
upon a property, including (but not limited to) liens imposed pursuant to CERCLA 42 
USC 9607(1) & 9607(r) and similar state or local laws. 

 
9. Fire Insurance Maps - maps produced for private fire insurance companies (i.e., 

Sanborn Maps) that indicate historical uses of properties at specific dates. 
 
10. Hazardous Substance - a substance defined as a hazardous substance pursuant to 

CERCLA 42 USC 9601(14) as interpreted by EPA regulations and the courts. 
 

11. Historical Recognized Environmental Condition (HREC) – a past release of any 
hazardous substances or petroleum products that has occurred in connection with the 
property and has been addressed to the satisfaction of the applicable regulatory 
authority or meeting unrestricted use criteria established by a regulatory authority, 
without subjecting the property to any required controls (for example, property use 
restrictions, activity and use restrictions, institutional controls, or engineering controls).    

 
12. Large Quantity Generator (LQG) – handler generates, transports, stores, or treats over 

one thousand (1000) kilograms of hazardous waste or over one kilogram of acutely 
hazardous waste per calendar month. 

 
13. LUST – an underground storage tank on the State of Michigan list of leaking 

underground storage tank sites. 
 

14. Material Threat – a physically observable or obvious threat which is reasonably likely to 
lead to a release that is threatening and may result in a negative impact to public health 
or the environment. 
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15. Migrate/migration – for purposes of this practice, “migrate” and “migration” refers to the 
movement of hazardous substance or petroleum products in any form, including, for 
example, solid and liquid at the surface or subsurface, and vapor in the subsurface. 

 
16. PCB - Polychlorinated Biphenyl. 

 
17. Petroleum Products - petroleum, including crude oil or any fraction thereof which is not 

otherwise specifically listed or designated as a hazardous substance under CERCLA 42 
USC, including natural gas, natural gas liquids, and synthetic gas usable for fuel.  
 

18. Physical Setting Sources - sources that provide information about the geologic, 
hydrogeologic, or topographical characteristics of the site. 

 
19. Reasonably Ascertainable - information that is (1) publicly available, (2) obtainable from 

a source within reasonable time and cost constraints, and (3) practically reviewable. 
 

20. Recognized Environmental Condition (REC) – the presence or likely presence of any 
hazardous substances or petroleum products in, on, or at a property: (1) due to release 
to the environment; (2) under conditions indicative of a release to the environment; or 
(3) under conditions that pose a material threat of a future release to the environment.  
De minimis conditions are not recognized environmental conditions. 

 
21. Small Quantity Generator (SQG) – handler generates, transports, stores, or treats more 

than one hundred (100) and less than one thousand (1,000) kilograms of hazardous 
waste during any calendar month and accumulates less than six thousand (6,000) 
kilograms of hazardous waste at any time. 

 
22. Underground Storage Tank (UST) - any tank, including underground piping connected 

to the tank, that is or has been used to contain hazardous substances or petroleum 
products and the volume of which is 10% or more beneath surface grade. 

 
23. Vapor Encroachment Condition (VEC) – the presence or likely presence of chemical of 

concern (COC) vapors in the subsurface of the subject property caused by the release 
of vapors from contaminated soil or groundwater either on or near the subject property 
as identified by Tier 1 or Tier 2 procedures outlined in ASTM Standard Guide for Vapor 
Encroachment Screening on Property Involved in Real Estate Transactions (E2600-10).  

 
24. Very Small Quantity Generators (VSQG) (formerly Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity 

Generator (CESQG)) – handler generates, transports, stores, or treats one hundred 
(100) kilograms or less of hazardous waste per calendar month and accumulates one 
thousand (1000) kilograms or less of hazardous waste at any time. 
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2.3 DETAILED SCOPE OF SERVICES 
This Phase I ESA is based on the scope of services defined in the TriMedia Technical and 
Cost Proposal dated September 26, 2022, and accepted by Mr. Gerald Corkin, Chairman of 
the Marquette County Board of Commissioners, on October 27, 2022.  The scope of 
services included a site reconnaissance, regulatory and historical records review, interviews 
with individuals knowledgeable about the subject property, and development of this report 
in accordance with ASTM E1527-13, Standard Practice for Environmental Site 
Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process.  
  
The following are not typically part of an ASTM E1527-13 Phase I ESA and were not 
included in the scope of services provided by TriMedia: asbestos and radon sampling, 
groundwater sampling and analysis, mold assessment, lead-based paint inspection and 
analysis, lead in drinking water analysis, wetland delineation, regulatory compliance 
(includes health and safety), indoor air quality analysis, and Endangered Species Act.  
 

2.4 SIGNIFICANT ASSUMPTIONS 
No significant assumptions were made in this Phase I ESA.  
 

2.5 LIMITATIONS AND EXCEPTIONS 
Other than the usual time and budgetary constraints established by the Technical and Cost 
Proposal accepted by Sawyer International Airport and Business Center for this Phase I 
ESA, and the usual circumstance that not all historical sources listed in the ASTM Standard 
were reasonably ascertainable, no significant limitations were encountered during the 
development of this Phase I ESA.   
 
No warranty, either expressed or implied, can be made that conditions observed at the site 
are representative of all areas of the subject property.  Data collected for this Phase I ESA 
were obtained for the purpose stated and should not be used for reasons other than those 
intended. The conditions reported herein apply only to those specific locations and times at 
which the work was completed.  Conclusions made in this Phase I ESA are based on 
reasonably ascertainable information and data and represent the professional judgment and 
interpretations of TriMedia. 
 

2.6 SPECIAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS  
 No special terms or conditions apply to this report. 
 

2.7 USER RELIANCE  
This Phase I ESA is prepared for the exclusive use and reliance of Sawyer International 
Airport and Business Center.  Use or reliance by any other party is prohibited without the 
written authorization of Sawyer International Airport and Business Center and TriMedia.  
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Environmental conditions and regulations are continually evolving and are subject to change 
and interpretation.  Do not assume current conditions and/or regulatory positions will remain 
constant.  Furthermore, because the data contained within this Phase I ESA are subject to 
professional interpretation, other professionals may reach differing conclusions. 
 
Continued viability of this report is subject to ASTM E1527-13 Sections 4.6 and 4.7.  If the 
Phase I ESA will be used by a different user (third party) than the user for whom the ESA 
was originally prepared, the third party must also satisfy the user’s responsibilities in Section 
6 of ASTM E1527-13. 
 
 

3.0 USER PROVIDED INFORMATION 

 
Mr. Duane DuRay, Director of Operations/Airport Manager for Sawyer International Airport and 
Business Center, completed the User Questionnaire on November 29, 2022. Mr. DuRay provided 
the following information on the subject property. 
 

3.1 TITLE RECORDS 
A title search and search of judicial records for environmental liens and activity and use 
limitations (AULs) were not provided by Sawyer International Airport. TriMedia assumes the 
client is evaluating this information outside the context of this report. 
 

3.2 ENVIRONMENTAL LIENS OR ACTIVITY AND USE LIMITATIONS 
Mr. DuRay indicated the presence of environmental liens or AULs in connection with the 
site. Navigational precautions must be adhered to as per Part 77 of the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) regulations.  
 

3.3 SPECIALIZED KNOWLEDGE OR EXPERIENCE 
Mr. DuRay does not have specialized knowledge of the subject property. 
 

3.4 COMMONLY KNOWN OR REASONABLY ASCERTAINABLE INFORMATION 
Mr. DuRay does have knowledge of commonly known or reasonably ascertainable 
information regarding the subject property or adjoining properties. Mr. DuRay reported the 
property building was previously used by the Maintenance Squadron as part of the former 
K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base and various hazardous materials may have been stored or 
used. He reports that currently the structure is in various levels of deterioration and may 
contain asbestos, lead-based paints, mold, and other hazardous materials.  
    

3.5 VALUATION REDUCTION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
According to Mr. DuRay the structure is believed to contain lead-based paint, asbestos, 
mold, and possibly other hazardous materials. He recommends the use of personal 
protective equipment (PPE) when entering the structure. 
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3.6 OWNER, PROPERTY MANAGER, AND OCCUPANT INFORMATION 
Mr. DuRay oversees operations of the airport and surrounding properties. The subject 
property is currently vacant. 
 

3.7 REASONS FOR PERFORMING PHASE I ESA 
This Phase I ESA was commissioned by Sawyer International Airport and Business Center 
in connection with demolishing structures on the subject property.   
 
 

4.0 RECORDS REVIEW 

 
4.1 STANDARD ENVIRONMENTAL RECORD SOURCES 
 TriMedia conducted a review of regulatory agency files to determine if the subject property 

and/or adjacent properties are, or were, known sites of environmental contamination. 
Reasonably ascertainable environmental record sources were investigated, and standard 
sources were reviewed by TriMedia.  A summary report of the review, provided by 
Environmental Data Resources, Inc. (EDR) as the EDR Radius MapTM Report with 
GeoCheck® (EDR Radius Map Report), is included in Appendix D: Regulatory 
Documentation. A number of environmental data sources were reviewed, and documented 
sites were found within the ASTM E1527-13 search radius around the subject property.  The 
following data sources were investigated:  

 
Federal Databases 

Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Sites 

NPL 
The NPL is the USEPA’s database of uncontrolled or 
abandoned hazardous waste facilities that have been listed for 
priority remedial actions under the Superfund Program. 

1.0 0 

NPL (Proposed) Proposed National Priority List Sites 1.0 0 

NPL (Delisted) 
The NPL Delisted refers to facilities that have been removed 
from the NPL. 

1.0 0 

NPL LIENS Federal Superfund Liens Site 0 

SEMS 

The Superfund Enterprise Management System (SEMS) 
tracks hazardous waste sites, potentially hazardous waste 
sites, and remedial activities performed in support of EPA’s 
Program across the United States. The list was formerly known 
as CERCLIS, renamed SEMS by the EPA in 2015. The list 
contains data on potentially hazardous waste sites that have 
been reported to the USEPA by states, municipalities, private 
companies, and private persons, pursuant to Section 103 of 
the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, 
and Liability Act (CERCLA).  This dataset also contains sites 
which are either proposed to or on the NPL and site which are 
in the screening and assessment phase for possible inclusion 
on the NPL. 

0.5 0 
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Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Sites 

SEMS - 
ARCHIVE 

The Superfund Enterprise Management System - Archive 
tracks sites that have no further interest under the Federal 
Superfund Program. The list was formerly known as the 
CERCLIS-NFRAP, renamed by EPA in 2015. Archived sites 
have been removed and archived from the inventory of SEMS 
sites. Archived status indicates that, to the best of EPA’s 
knowledge, assessment at a site has been completed and that 
EPA has determined no further steps will be taken to list the 
site on the NPL. 

0.5 0 

RCRA 
CORRACTS/ 

TSD 

The USEPA maintains a database of RCRA facilities 
associated with treatment, storage, and disposal (TSD) of 
hazardous waste that are undergoing “corrective action.”  A 
“corrective action” order is issued when there has been a 
release of hazardous waste or constituents into the 
environment from a RCRA facility. 

1.0 0 

RCRA Non-
CORRACTS/ 

TSD 

The RCRA Non-CORRACTS/TSD Database is a compilation 
by the USEPA of facilities which report storage, transportation, 
treatment, or disposal of hazardous waste.  Unlike the RCRA 
CORRACTS/TSD database, the RCRA Non-CORRACTS/TSD 
database does not include RCRA facilities where corrective 
action is required. 

0.5 0 

RCRA 
Generators 

The RCRA Generators database, maintained by the USEPA, 
lists facilities that generate hazardous waste as part of their 
normal business practices.  Generators are listed as large, 
small, or conditionally exempt.  LQGs produce at least 1000 
kg/month of non-acutely hazardous waste or 1 kg/month of 
acutely hazardous waste.  SQGs produce 100-1000 kg/month 
of non-acutely hazardous waste.  VSQGs are those that 
generate less than 100 kg/month of non-acutely hazardous 
waste. 

0.25 3 

RCRA NonGen / 
NLR 

The RCRA-NonGen database, maintained by the USEPA, lists 
facilities that were previously listed in the RCRA Generators 
database but no longer generate hazardous waste as part of 
their normal business practices (No Longer Regulated).   

0.25 2 

ERNS 
The ERNS is a listing compiled by the USEPA on reported 
releases of petroleum and hazardous substances to the air, soil 
and/or water. 

Subject 
Property 

0 

HMIRS Hazardous Materials Information Reporting System 
Subject 
Property 

0 
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Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Sites 

IC / EC 

A listing of sites with engineering and/or institutional controls in 
place.  Engineering controls include various forms of caps, 
building foundations, liners, and treatment methods to create 
pathway elimination for regulated substances to enter 
environmental media or effect human health.  Institutional 
controls include administrative measures, such as 
groundwater use restrictions, construction restrictions, 
property use restrictions, and post remediation care 
requirements intended to prevent exposure to contaminants 
remaining on site.  Deed restrictions are generally required as 
part of the institutional controls. 

0.5 0 

DOD Department of Defense Sites 1.0 0 

FUDS Formerly Used Defense Sites 1.0 1 

US 
BROWNFIELDS 

A listing of Brownfield Sites 0.5 3 

CONSENT Superfund (CERCLA) Consent Decrees 1.0 0 

ROD Records of Decision 1.0 0 

UMTRA Uranium Mill Tailings Sites 0.5 0 

ODI Open Dump Inventory 0.5 0 

TRIS Toxic Chemical Release Inventory System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

TSCA Toxic Substances Control Act 
Subject 
Property 

0  

FTTS FIFRA/TSCA Tracking System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

SSTS Section 7 Tracking Systems 
Subject 
Property 

0 

ICIS Integrated Compliance Information System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

LUCIS Land Use Control Information System 0.5 0 

RADINFO Radiation Information Database 
Subject 
Property 

0 

CDL Clandestine Drug Labs 
Subject 
Property 

0 

PADS PCB Activity Database System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

MLTS Material Licensing Tracking System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

MINES Mines Master Index File 0.25 0 

ECHO Enforcement and Compliance History Information 
Subject 
Property 

0 

FINDS Facility Index System/Facility Registry System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

RAATS RCRA Administrative Action Tracking System 
Subject 
Property 

0 
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Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Sites 

2020 COR Action 

The EPA has set ambitious goals for the RCRA Corrective 
Action program by creating the 2020 Corrective Action 
Universe. This RCRA cleanup baseline includes facilities 
expected to need corrective action. 

0.25 0 

 
State Databases 

Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Facilities 

State Hazardous 
Waste 

EGLE maintains a database of state equivalent CERCLIS 
facilities in the State of Michigan. 

1.0 0 

SWF/LF 
EGLE maintains a database of solid waste disposal facilities 
and landfills in the State of Michigan. 

0.5 0 

LUST 
EGLE has compiled a database of Leaking Underground 
Storage Tank in the State of Michigan. 

0.5 6 

UST 
EGLE has compiled a database of registered Underground 
Storage Tanks in the State of Michigan. 

0.25 7 

AST 
EGLE has compiled a database of registered Aboveground 
Storage Tanks in the State of Michigan. 

0.25 4 

BEA 
EGLE maintains a listing of properties in which a Baseline 
Environmental Assessment (BEA) has been conducted.   

0.5 0 

AUL Sites with institutional and/or engineering controls in place.   0.5 1 

AIRS Permit and Emissions Inventory Data 0.001 0 

DRYCLEANERS 
EGLE maintains a list of dry cleaning facilities in the State of 
Michigan.   

0.25 0 

LIENS 
EGLE maintains a list of liens placed on a property due to an 
environmental condition.   

Subject 
Property 

0 

BROWNFIELDS Brownfields Site Location Listing 0.5 0 

SPILLS The State of Michigan maintains a list of spills 
Subject 
Property 

0 

Inventory Inventory of Facilities 0.5 3 

Part 201 
EGLE maintains a database of “facilities” as defined by Part 
201 

1.0 5 

WDS Waste Data System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

 
Tribal Databases 

Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Facilities 

INDIAN 
RESERVE 

Indian Reservations 1.0 0 

INDIAN LUST Leaking Underground Storage Tanks on Indian land 0.5 0 

INDIAN UST 
EGLE has compiled a database of registered Underground 
Storage Tanks on Indian land in the State of Michigan. 

0.25 0 
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EDR Proprietary Records 

Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Facilities 

Manufactured 
Gas Plants 

EDR Proprietary Manufactured Gas Plants 1.0 0 

Historical Auto 
Stations 

EDR Exclusive Historic Gas Stations 0.25 2 

Historical Dry 
Cleaners 

EDR Exclusive Historic Dry Cleaners 0.25 0 

 
The following table summarizes the site-specific information provided by the database 
and/or gathered by this office for identified facilities. Sites are listed in order of proximity to 
the subject property. Distances of most of the sites were adjusted to field observed and/or 
mapped distances and should be considered approximate. In addition to the cited site-
specific information, EDR provides a generalized approximate groundwater flow direction 
based on surface topography (EDR Radius Map, Groundwater Flow Direction Information). 
According to EDR, the groundwater flow direction is to the southwest. Prior professional 
knowledge indicates groundwater flow is locally to the south-southeast towards Silver Lead 
Creek. Local groundwater depth is estimated to be greater than 60 feet below grade based 
on static water level data obtained from a 2020 Annual Groundwater Report for the United 
States Air Force Civil Engineer Center. 
 
Additional discussion for selected sites may follow the summary table. 
 

Listed Sites 

Site Name and Location Estimated Distance/Direction/Gradient Database Listings 

Building 412 
D Avenue 

Approximately 690 feet / Northwest / Up 
gradient 

UST, LUST 

Boreal  
199 F Avenue 

Approximately 760 feet / Northeast / Side 
gradient 

AST 

Sawyer Fuel Farm 
200 F Avenue 

Approximately 760 feet / Northeast / Side 
gradient 

AST 

KI Sawyer AFB – ST 04 
Avenue A 

Approximately 940 feet / Southeast / 
Down gradient 

Inventory, Part 201 

KI Sawyer AFB – SS 17 
Avenue A 

Approximately 4,280 feet / North / Up 
gradient 

Inventory, Part 201 

225 Airport Road 
Approximately 5,070 feet / North / Up 

gradient 

PFAS, AUL, WDS, RCRA-
VSQG, FUDS, Inventory, 

Part 201, BEA 

 
Subject Property 
The subject property is not listed on the EDR Radius Map™ Report. 
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Building 412 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 412 on D Avenue on the UST and LUST 
databases. However, Building 412 was physically located on F Avenue between Buildings 
421 and 422. The listing uses Building 412 as part of the street address and KI Sawyer AFB 
is listed as the primary name for the facility. Further examination of the Michigan UST 
database indicates records of one UST associated with Building 412 (Facility ID: 00006520). 
 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-091127-15 15,000 Gasoline 02/05/1958 01/01/1992 

 
Documentation from LARA confirms a release (C-0622-89) on October 4,1989 which was 
detected during a failed tank tightness test. A handwritten note on a release form indicates 
some soil was removed. The EDR Radius Map™ Report shows the release was closed on 
January 1, 1993, although no documentation from LARA confirming the closure was 
available. Electronic correspondence from EGLE indicated no records were on file regarding 
Building 412 or C-0622-89. Given the relative distance and upgradient position of Building 
412 to the subject property, Building 412 is considered a REC. 
 
Boreal Aviation Inc. 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Boreal Aviation Inc. located at 530 F Avenue on the 
AST, WDS, FINDS, ECHO, and RCRA-VSQG databases. The EPA Facility Index System 
(FINDS) is a central and common inventory of facilities monitored or regulated by the EPA. 
The RCRA-VSQG designation indicates Boreal Aviation, Inc. is a very small quantity 
generator of hazardous waste. The Waste Data System (WDS) tracks activities at sites 
regulated by the Solid Waste, Scrap Tire, Hazardous Waste, and Liquid Industrial Waste 
programs. The WDS entry for Boreal Aviation, Inc. lists two citations. The entries indicate a 
return to compliance less than one month after the violations were initially noted. Neither 
entry was listed as a “high priority” in the database. The Enforcement and Compliance 
History Online (ECHO) database listing indicates the generator has active status with no 
violations noted in the previous 12 quarters.  
 
An AST owned by Boreal Aviation Inc. is located at 199 F Avenue, closer to the subject 
property. The AST is located cross-gradient to the subject property.  
 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

ATK-102038-15 12,000 Other 07/08/1997 Currently In Use 

 
TriMedia submitted FOIA requests to LARA and EGLE regarding the AST at 199 F Avenue. 
Documentation from LARA confirms the installation of the tank with spill prevention 
measures and secondary containment. Correspondence from EGLE indicated there were 
no files on record. Given the history of compliance from Boreal Aviation, Inc. and its gradient 
relative to the subject property, Boreal Aviation, Inc. is not considered a REC. 
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Sawyer Fuel Farm 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Sawyer Fuel Farm, located at 200 F Avenue, on the 
AST database. Details regarding the tanks are listed below. 
 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

ATK-060084-15 20,000 Other 02/07/2001 Currently In Use 

ATK-121902-15 20,000 Other 05/17/2005 Currently In Use 

ATK-121903-15 20,000 Other 05/17/2005 Currently In Use 

ATK-060081-15 20,000 Other 02/07/2001 Currently In Use 

 
A FOIA request submitted to LARA yielded documentation relating to the tanks on site. The 
tanks appear to have passed inspection in recent years with only minor violations noted and 
the violations corrected. There is no documentation reflecting evidence of spills or releases 
from the ASTs. The Sawyer Fuel Farm is not considered a REC.  
 
KI Sawyer AFB – ST-04 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed “K.I. Sawyer AFB – ST-04” on the Part 201 and 
Inventory databases. Although the EDR Radius Map™ Report places “K.I. Sawyer AFB – 
ST-04” downgradient from the subject property, further investigation indicates ST-04 refers 
to a parcel of land under restricted use approximately 100 feet west of the subject property. 
A Declaration of Restrictive Covenants (EGLE Ref No. RC-RRD-201-05-019) indicates an 
interior section of ST-04 in which soil use is restricted 20 feet below ground surface and a 
larger area surrounding the soil restriction in which groundwater use is restricted. The 
Remediation Information Data Exchange (RIDE), operated by EGLE’s Remediation and 
Redevelopment Division, database indicates contaminants at the site involved petroleum 
products with volatile organic compounds (VOCs) and semi volatile organic compounds 
(SVOCs) detected. The risk condition indicated in the RIDE database is listed as “Risks 
Controlled – Interim.” Considering the side-gradient location and proximity of “K.I. Sawyer 
AFB-ST-04”, the potential exists for contamination to migrate onto the subject property. “K.I. 
Sawyer AFB-ST-04” is considered a REC. 
 
KI Sawyer AFB – SS-17 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed “K.I. Sawyer AFB – SS-17” on the Part 201 and 
Inventory databases. “K.I. Sawyer AFB – SS-17” is listed at 225 Airport Road, although the 
EDR Radius Map indicates the listing to be located southwest from 225 Airport Road. 
Documentation regarding “K.I. Sawyer AFB – SS-17” shows a soil use restriction under the 
operations apron at Sawyer International Airport and a groundwater use restriction 
extending from the operations apron east beyond Kelly Johnson Memorial Highway. The 
groundwater use restriction remains active due to contaminant levels. Ongoing groundwater 
monitoring indicates the contamination plume has decreased in size over several years. 
Given the decreasing size of the plume, the ongoing groundwater monitoring activities, and 
relative distance of the contamination plume from the subject property, “K.I. Sawyer AFB – 
SS-17” is not considered a REC. 
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225 Airport Road 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed the US Transportation Security Administration (TSA) 
located at 225 Airport Road on the PFAS, RCRA-VSQG, AUL, and WDS databases. The 
WDS entry for TSA contains operator information, but otherwise does not list activities, 
including any history of inspections or violations. The PFAS listing refers to the chemicals 
per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) which are a class of compounds not currently 
in scope for Phase I ESAs. A land use restriction is detailed in a declaration of restrictive 
covenants, which primarily restricts the use of groundwater. The land closest to the subject 
property in the declaration of restrictive covenants at 225 Airport Road is “K.I. Sawyer AFB 
– SS-17.”  
 
At the same address, K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base is listed on the FUDS, Inventory, Part 201, 
and BEA databases. The Federal Used Defense Sites (FUDS) listing showed a preliminary 
assessment had been performed at K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base and no projects were 
planned for that location. The RIDE database has an entry for K.I. Sawyer Airport. The entry 
lists multiple contaminants impacting the location including petroleum volatile and semi 
volatile organic compounds, chlorinated volatile and semi volatile organic compounds, and 
elements, metals, or other inorganics. The BEA entry indicates a Baseline Environmental 
Assessment was performed to document existing contamination. Two BEAs are on file for 
225 Airport Road, however, electronic mail correspondence from the EGLE Remediation 
and Redevelopment Division indicates that file information has been misplaced and is 
unavailable. Given the distance of 225 Airport Road from the subject property, this is not 
likely to be a REC. 

 
Other Sites 
The remaining sites listed on the EDR Radius Map™ Report do not represent environmental 
concerns to the subject property based upon regulatory status, presumed groundwater flow 
direction, and/or relative distance from the property. 
   
Please refer to Appendix D for a copy of the EDR Radius Map Report.    
 

4.2 ADDITIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL RECORD SOURCES 
TriMedia submitted a FOIA request to the FOIA Coordinator for EGLE located in Lansing, 
Michigan for file information for the subject property. Electronic mail correspondence from 
the EGLE Remediation and Redevelopment Division indicates that file information does not 
exist for the subject property. 
 

4.3 PHYSICAL SETTING SOURCES 
TriMedia used a United States Geological Survey (USGS) Topographic Map and EDR’s 
GeoCheck® option to obtain information regarding the subject property’s physical setting 
(i.e., soils, geology, hydrology, etc.).  A discussion of the physical setting features is included 
in Section 5.2.4.  
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4.4 HISTORICAL USE INFORMATION ON THE PROPERTY 
TriMedia reviewed standard historical sources, as identified in E1527-13, to identify potential 
RECs associated with historical use of the property.  TriMedia subcontracted EDR to provide 
the following standard historical sources: 
 
4.4.1 Historical Aerial Photographs 
The EDR Aerial Photo Decade Package provided TriMedia with historical aerial photographs 
from 1939, 1951, 1964, 1975, 1981, 1993, 1998, 2006, 2009, 2012, and 2016. Selected 
photographs are summarized below. 

 
Historical Aerial Photographs 

Direction Description 

Subject Property 

No structures are visible on the subject property in the photograph from 1939. The 
earliest runway is visible in the aerial photograph from 1951. Although records 
obtained from airport officials indicate the structure was built in 1986, a structure is 
visible on the subject property in the 1964 and 1975 aerial photographs. The 
structure currently standing on the subject property is visible from the 1993 through 
2016 aerial photographs.  

North 

North of the subject property, no structures are visible in the photograph from 1939. 
The earliest runway is visible in the aerial photograph from 1951. A structure is 
visible north of the subject property from the 1964 through the 2016 aerial 
photographs. 

East 

East of the subject property, no structures are visible in the photograph from 1939. 
The earliest runway is visible in the aerial photograph from 1951. A structure is 
visible east of the subject property from the 1964 through the 2016 aerial 
photographs. 

South 

South of the subject property, no structures are visible in the photograph from 1939. 
The earliest runway is visible in the aerial photograph from 1951. A structure is 
visible south of the subject property from the 1993 through the 2016 aerial 
photographs. 

West 

West of the subject property, no structures are visible in the photograph from 1939. 
The earliest runway is visible in the aerial photograph from 1951. A structure is 
visible southwest of the subject property from the 1964 through the 2016 aerial 
photographs. 

 
4.4.2 Historical Topographic Maps 
The EDR Historical Topographic Map Report provided TriMedia with historical USGS 
topographic maps from 1932, 1952, 1975, 1985, 2014, 2017, and 2019.  Note that the 2014, 
2017 and 2019 maps only depict topography, roads and streets, and land cover.   
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Historical Topographic Maps 

Direction Description 

Subject Property 

The subject property appears undeveloped in the earliest map from 1932. In the 
1952 topographic map, the original runway is visible. In the 1975 map, a structure 
on the subject property is depicted. The subject property appears developed in the 
topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

North 

The lands north of the subject property appear undeveloped in the 1932 map. In 
the 1952 topographic map, the original runway is visible. In the 1975 map, a 
structure north of the subject property is depicted. Lands north of the subject 
property appear developed in the topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

East 

The lands east of the subject property appear undeveloped in the 1932 map. In the 
1952 topographic map, the original runway is visible. In the 1975 map, a structure 
east of the subject property is depicted. Lands east of the subject property appear 
developed in the topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

South 

The lands south of the subject property appear undeveloped in the 1932 map. In 
the 1952 topographic map, the original runway is visible. In the 1975 map, a 
structure southwest of the subject property is depicted. Lands south of the subject 
property appear developed in the topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

West 

The land west of the subject property appears undeveloped in the 1932 map. In 
the 1952 topographic map, the original runway is visible. In the 1975 map, a 
structure southwest of the subject property is depicted. Lands southwest of the 
subject property appear developed in the topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

 
4.4.3 Historical City Directories 
The EDR City Directory Abstract provided TriMedia with historical business directory (Polk’s 
City Directory) listings for the subject property’s address or addresses in proximity to the 
subject property.  Based on the request, EDR indicated City Directory listings were not 
available for the subject property and surrounding area. 
 
4.4.4 Historical Fire Insurance Maps 
Historical fire insurance maps (Sanborn Maps) were requested from EDR to evaluate past 
uses of the subject property and surrounding properties. Based on the request, EDR 
indicated Sanborn Maps were not available for the subject property and surrounding area.  

 

4.5 HISTORICAL USE INFORMATION ON SUBJECT PROPERTY 
Based on the previously described environmental records and historical sources, the current 
structure on the subject property first appeared in 1986 for the Maintenance Squadron on 
K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. Since the closure of the air force base in 1995, the building has 
been vacant. 
 
Please refer to Appendix E for copies of the aerial photographs, topographic maps, and City 
Directories.  
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4.6 HISTORICAL USE INFORMATION ON ADJOINING PROPERTIES 
Based on the previously described environmental records and historical sources, the area 
surrounding the subject property was generally developed prior to the construction of the 
subject property. Building 404, the equipment calibration building east of the subject 
property, was built in 1961. Building 423, a hangar north of the subject property, was built 
in 1987. Adjacent to the south of the subject property is Building 407. Building 407 was a 
vehicle parking structure constructed in 1983. West of the subject property is Building 402. 
Constructed in 1961, Building 402 was used as aircraft support storage. 
 

4.7 RECORDS REVIEW SUMMARY 
Based on a review of historical information, the subject property was developed in 1986 for 
the Maintenance Squadron on K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. Since the closure of the air force 
base in 1995, the building has been vacant. Other sections of the former air force base were 
developed prior to the construction of the subject property. 
 
 

5.0 SITE RECONNAISSANCE 

 
5.1 METHODOLOGY AND LIMITING CONDITIONS 

TriMedia, represented by Mr. Lance Lindberg, Senior Scientist, conducted a site 
reconnaissance of the subject property on November 4, 2022. Weather conditions at the 
time of site reconnaissance were overcast with a temperature of approximately 37 degrees 
Fahrenheit (°F). 
 
The site reconnaissance included the following:  

 
 Observation of the subject property, the subject property interior areas, and adjacent 

properties for indications of RECs; 
 

 Visual and physical observation of the periphery of the subject property and structures 
made by walking the perimeter of the subject property, and crisscrossing the site to 
identify points of interest; 

 
 Observation of, surrounding properties, and, 

 
 Interviews with individuals, as available, familiar with the subject property’s history and 

potential environmental liabilities. 
 

5.2 GENERAL SITE SETTING 
 

5.2.1 Current Uses of the Subject Property 
The subject property is currently vacant.  
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5.2.2 Past Uses of the Subject Property  
Based on historical sources, the subject property building was built in 1986 for the 
Maintenance Squadron on K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. Since the closure of the air force 
base in 1995, the building has been vacant. 
 
5.2.3 Current and Past Uses of Surrounding Properties 
Based on the review of previously described environmental records and historical sources, 
and the completion of site reconnaissance activities, the area surrounding the subject 
property was generally developed prior to the construction of the subject property in 1986. 
The official opening of K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base occurred on May 8, 1959. Building 404, 
the equipment calibration building east of the subject property, was built in 1961. Building 
423, a hangar north of the subject property, was built in 1987. Adjacent to the south of the 
subject property is Building 407. Building 407 was a vehicle parking structure constructed 
in 1983. West of the subject property is Building 402. Constructed in 1961, Building 402 was 
used as aircraft support storage. 
 
5.2.4 Geologic, Hydrogeologic, and Topographic Conditions 
The subject property is situated approximately 1,185 feet above mean sea level. The 
surrounding area topography is relatively flat, generally sloping to the south. The geology of 
the area consists of Cambrian stratified rock. The naturally occurring soil type on the subject 
property is Udipsamments, characterized as well drained to excessively drained sands and 
gravels. Local groundwater flow is estimated to be to the south-southeast in the direction of 
Silver Lead Creek. Silver Lead Creek is located approximately 3,780 feet from the subject 
property. 
 
5.2.5 General Description of Structures 
The former Maintenance Squadron building currently exists on the subject property. The 
building is 13,456 square feet and is constructed of concrete, metal and wood with a slab 
on grade concrete foundation.  
 
5.2.6 Roads and Utilities 
The subject property is located on the northwestern end of H Avenue. Parking is available 
east of the structure, accessible from H Avenue.  
 
Utilities available to the subject property consist of gas, electrical, cable/internet, and 
telephone service.  A municipal water supply and wastewater treatment facilities serve the 
subject property.  
 

5.3 SITE OBSERVATIONS 
The following table summarizes site observations and interviews. Affirmative responses 
(designated by an “X”) are discussed in more detail following the table.  Photographs of select 
items observed at the subject property are included in Appendix C. 
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Site Features 

Category Item or Feature Observed 

Site Operations, 
Processes, and 

Equipment 

Emergency generators  

Elevators  

Air compressors  

Hydraulic lifts  

Dry cleaning  

Photo processing  

Laboratory hoods and/or incinerators  

Waste treatment systems and/or water treatment systems  

Heating and/or cooling systems X 

Other processes or equipment  

Aboveground 
Chemical or Waste 

Storage 

Aboveground storage tanks  

Drums, barrels and/or containers  5 gallons  

SDS  

Underground 
Chemical or Waste 

Storage, Drainage or 
Collection Systems 

Underground storage tanks or ancillary UST equipment  

Sumps, cisterns, catch basins and/or dry wells  

Grease traps  

Septic tanks and/or leach fields  

Oil/water separators  

Pipeline markers  

Interior floor drains X 

Electrical 
Transformers/ PCBs 

Pad or pole mounted transformers and/or capacitors  

Other equipment  

Releases or Potential 
Releases 

Stressed vegetation  

Stained soil   

Stained pavement or similar surface  

Leachate and/or waste seeps  

Trash, debris and/or other waste materials  

Dumping or disposal areas  

Construction/demolition debris and/or dumped fill dirt  

Surface water discoloration, odor, sheen, and/or free-floating 
product 

 

Strong, pungent, or noxious odors   

Exterior pipe discharges and/or other effluent discharges  

Other Notable Site 
Features 

Surface water bodies  

Quarries or pits  

Wells  

 
Site Operations, Processes, and Equipment 
 
Heating and/or Cooling Systems 
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The building is heated using a natural gas furnace and an air conditioning unit is located on 
the roof of Building 403. No environmental concerns were noted with the heating and cooling 
systems.  
 
Underground Chemical or Waste Storage, Drainage or Collection Systems 
 
Interior Floor Drains 
Floor drains are located in the men’s and women’s bathrooms and a janitorial closet within 
the building. The floor drains are connected to the wastewater treatment system located on 
the former air force base.  

 

5.4 SITE RECONNAISSANCE SUMMARY  
The site reconnaissance was conducted on November 4, 2022. The site reconnaissance 
was conducted on November 4, 2022. The site reconnaissance identified heating and 
cooling systems and interior floor drains on the subject property. No environmental concerns 
were observed during the site reconnaissance. 

 
 

6.0 INTERVIEWS 

 

6.1 INTERVIEW WITH OWNER 
TriMedia interviewed Mr. Duane DuRay, Director of Operations at Sawyer International 
Airport and Business Center. He became the manager of the airport in 2012 and assumed 
the role of Director of Operations in 2019. Mr. DuRay indicated the subject property is 
believed to contain lead-based paint, asbestos, mold, and possibly other hazardous 
materials. He recommended the use of PPE when entering the structure. 
 

6.2 INTERVIEW WITH SITE MANAGER 
TriMedia interviewed Mr. Duane DuRay, as noted.  
 

6.3 INTERVIEW WITH OCCUPANTS 
TriMedia interviewed Mr. Duane DuRay, as noted. 

6.4 INTERVIEWS WITH LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 
TriMedia completed a FOIA request with Marquette County Health Department for 
environmental records (i.e., spills, releases, fires) regarding the subject property. The 
Marquette County Health Department indicated that there were no records on file associated 
with the subject property. TriMedia interviewed Mr. Ron Lauren, an officer of Forsyth 
Township Fire Department and Clerk for Forsyth Township. Mr. Lauren indicated no 
knowledge of fire at the subject property since the closure of the air force base in 1995. 
Records prior to base closure were unavailable. 
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6.5 INTERVIEWS WITH OTHERS 
TriMedia did not interview others regarding the subject property.   
 
 

7.0 FINDINGS 

 
After a review of environmental records, site reconnaissance, review of historical data, and select 
interviews, TriMedia found indication of one (1) REC and one (1) CREC associated with the subject 
property.  The identified REC includes: 
 
 A confirmed release (C-0622-89) from USTs at Building 412, upgradient from the subject 

property, released petroleum products into soil and groundwater. Although the USTs were 
removed, there is no documentation confirming remediation of impacted soil or groundwater. 
The potential for impacted groundwater to migrate presents a REC to the subject property. 

 
The identified CREC includes: 
 
 A site of environmental contamination (K.I. Sawyer AFB-ST-04) with documented soil and 

groundwater contamination and a restriction on the use of groundwater is located in 
proximity to the subject property to southeast. The potential exists for groundwater 
contamination to migrate and impact the subject property. 
 

 

8.0 OPINION 

 
Based on reasonably ascertainable information compiled by TriMedia, as well as information and 
data provided by other select individuals and/or agencies during the completion of this Phase I ESA, 
it is our professional opinion the results of the Phase I ESA have revealed evidence suggesting the 
presence of current environmental concerns regarding potential groundwater contaminant 
migration onto the subject property.  
 
 

9.0 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
TriMedia has performed a Phase I ESA in conformance with the scope and limitations of ASTM 
Practice E1527-13 for property located at 503 H Avenue in Gwinn, Michigan.  Any exceptions to, or 
deletions from, this practice are described in Section 10.0 of this report.  This assessment has 
revealed evidence of two (2) RECs in connection with the subject property. Based on the results of 
the Phase I ESA, the depth of groundwater in the vicinity (>60 feet), and the intended demolition 
activities proposed for the subject property, no further evaluation of the identified RECs is required 
at this time. TriMedia does recommend the following mitigation procedures during demolition 
activities: 
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 If suspect contaminated soil and/or groundwater is encountered during demolition activities, 
characterization and/or monitoring of the material should be conducted during excavation 
and earth moving activities. 
 

 Demolition contractors and personnel who may encounter contaminated soil and/or 
groundwater should wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) as required with 
state and/or federal requirements for worker safety. 
 

 A site-specific Health and Safety Plan (HASP) shall be the responsibility of the demolition 
contractor to address the RECs identified. 
 
 

10.0 DEVIATIONS 
 
TriMedia has performed this Phase I ESA in conformance with the scope and limitations of ASTM 
Practice E1527-13.  TriMedia relied on the information and data provided by other organizations 
specifically denoted herein. TriMedia used its education, experience, and professional judgment to 
conduct this Phase I ESA.   
 
 

11.0 ADDITIONAL SERVICES  
 

No additional services were included as part of this Phase I ESA.  
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12.0 REFERENCES 

 
  

Name of Data Source 
Date of Initial 

Inquiry 

Date of Most 
Recently 
Provided 

Information 

Supporting 
Documentation 

Duane DuRay 
Director of Operations 
Sawyer International Airport and 
Business Center 
125 G Avenue 
Gwinn, Michigan 49841 
(906) 346-3308 

November 22, 2022 December 1, 2022 User Questionnaire, 
interview information as 
noted in this report 

Marquette County Health Department 
Environmental Health 
184 U.S. 41 East 
Marquette, Michigan 49855 
(906) 475-4195 

November 23, 2022 December 7, 2022 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

EGLE – FOIA Coordinator 
Department of Environmental, Great 
Lakes, and Energy 
P.O. Box 30473 
Lansing, MI 48909-7973 
800-662-9278                                        
EGLE-FOIA@michigan.gov 

November 22, 2022 December 22, 2022 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

LARA – FOIA Coordinator  
Department of Licensing and  
Regulatory Affairs  
Ottawa Building  
611 W. Ottawa  
P.O. Box 30004  
Lansing, MI 48909-7973  
517-335-3327  
LARAFOIAInfo@michigan.gov 

November 25, 2022 December 13, 2022 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

Ron Lauren - Officer 
Forsyth Township Fire Department 
186 West Flint Street 
Gwinn, Michigan 49841 
(906) 346-9217 

December 5, 2022 January 5, 2023 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

Environmental Data Resources Inc. 
6 Armstrong Road, 4th Floor 
Shelton, CT 06484 
1-800-352-6802 

November 7, 2022 November 8, 2022 Sanborn maps, topographic 
maps, environmental 
database records, aerial 
photographs 
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13.0  SIGNATURES OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONALS 

We declare that, to the best of our professional knowledge and belief, we meet the definition of 
Environmental Professional as defined in §312.10 of 40 CFR 312.  We have specific qualifications 
based on education, training, and experience to assess a property.  We have developed and 
performed all appropriate inquiries in conformance with the standards and practices set forth in 40 
CFR Part 312. 

2/7/2023  

Lance Lindberg  Date 
Project Manager / Senior Scientist 

2/7/2023 

Helen Amiri Date 
Staff Engineer 

2/7/2023 

Ryan J. Whaley Date 
Environmental Manager 
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14.0 QUALIFICATIONS OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONALS 
 

Lance Lindberg 
Project Manager/Senior Scientist 
llindberg@trimediaee.com 
 
Summary of Professional Experience 
Mr. Lindberg is an environmental scientist with over 30 years of experience with a strong 
background in environmental due diligence. His areas of specialty include Phase I/II environmental 
site assessments and baseline environmental assessments; asbestos surveys and lead-based 
paint inspections, CERCLA and RCRA facility investigations; and soil and groundwater 
contamination and remediation. Mr. Lindberg has conducted site investigations and closures 
associated with Part 201 of Michigan’s Public Act 451 and underground storage tank (UST) 
regulations of Michigan’s Part 213 of Public Act 451. Mr. Lindberg’s experience also includes direct 
involvement with on-site activities associated with environmental investigation and remediation 
projects.  
 
Mr. Lindberg is responsible for project management, regulatory and client contact, evaluation and 
assessment of contaminated sites, field activities and preparation of reports. He has coordinated 
and conducted environmental investigations, groundwater monitoring, free product monitoring and 
removal, soil disposal, and remediation system installation and operation. He has conducted site 
inspections to meet the requirements of SWPPs, SPCCs and PIPPs at industrial sites. Mr. Lindberg 
is also experienced in preparing bid specifications, work plans, supervising field operations and 
remediation activities, coordinating and conducting sampling activities and permitting. He has 
coordinated the sampling and disposal/recycling of nonhazardous and hazardous materials for 
clients. 
 
Certifications 
 Licensed Asbestos Inspector, State of Michigan (A35442) 
 OSHA 40-Hour Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response 
 Mine Safety and Health Administration 24-Hour Training 
 State of Michigan Storm Water Management Operator - Construction Site (C-12598) 
 State of Michigan Storm Water Management Operator - Industrial Site (I-08446) 
 American Red Cross First Aid and CPR 

 
Education 
 B.S. – Industrial Technology, Northern Michigan University, Marquette, Michigan  

 
 Professional Affiliations 

 Marquette County Brownfield Redevelopment Authority Board Member, 2010 to Present 
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Helen Amiri, EIT 
Staff Engineer 
hamiri@trimediaee.com 
 
Summary of Professional Experience 
Ms. Helen Amiri is an environmental engineer with an educational background centered on practical 
application. As part of her master’s program, she served in the South Pacific as a Peace Corps 
Water and Sanitation Hygiene Specialist, working with rural island communities, government 
agencies, and international nongovernmental organizations to improve water and sanitation 
infrastructure.  
 
Ms. Amiri has experience which includes consulting with industry for stormwater compliance, 
wastewater treatment and hazardous material disposal. She has experience writing Phase I 
Environmental Site Assessments and has assisted with air quality compliance reporting. She has 
written environmental baselines to establish conservation easements and has experience 
performing conservation compliance monitoring. 
 
Ms. Amiri has years of experience in drilling environments, supporting domestic well water and 
geotechnical drilling teams in isolated settings. Prior to joining TriMedia, she was co-owner of a 
drilling company in Vanuatu, where she coordinated with diverse teams on a variety of development 
projects. 
 
Certifications 
 E.I.T., State of Michigan 
 OSHA 40-Hour Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response 
 Mine Safety and Health Administration 24-Hour Training 
 State of Michigan Storm Water Operator – Construction Sites (#23518) 
 State of Michigan Storm Water Operator – Industrial Sites (#18931)  
 American Heart Association CPR and First Aid 

 
Education 
 M.S. – Environmental Engineering, Michigan Technological University, Houghton, 

Michigan. 
 Graduate Certificate – Sustainable Water Resource Systems, Michigan Technological 

University, Houghton, Michigan. 
 M.A. (Hons.) – International Relations and Film Studies, University of St. Andrews, St. 

Andrews, United Kingdom. 
 

 Professional Affiliations 
 Marquette County Solid Waste Management Authority Board Member, 2022 to Present 
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Ryan Whaley, CHMM, REHS 
Environmental Manager 
rwhaley@trimediaee.com 
 
Summary of Professional Experience   
Mr. Whaley lends his expertise on projects involving subsurface soil and water characterization, 
environmental site assessments, and regulatory compliance.  
 
Mr. Whaley has considerable experience in the environmental and regulatory compliance industry.  
Areas of expertise include underground storage tank management, site characterization and 
investigation, remediation, environmental monitoring and permitting, waste management, 
brownfield redevelopment, environmental drilling and the investigation and cleanup of accidental 
spills. 
 
Additionally, Mr. Whaley supports client communication through development of written reports and 
correspondence, dissemination and compilation of technical data, project planning and scheduling, 
and familiarity with environmental regulations.   
 
Mr. Whaley completed his Bachelor of Science degree from Ball State University in Natural 
Resources and Environmental Management with an emphasis on Land Management. 
 
Certifications 
 CHMM – Certified Hazardous Material Manager – Institute of Hazardous Materials 

Managers (IHMM) 
 REHS/RS – Registered Environmental Health Specialist/Registered Sanitarian - National 

Environmental Health Association (NEHA) 
 OSHA 40-Hour Hazardous Waste Operation and Emergency Response 

 
Education 
 BS – Natural Resources and Environmental Management, Ball State University, Muncie, 

Indiana 
 

 Professional Affiliations 
 National Ground Water Association 
 Certified Hazardous Materials Managers of Michigan 
 Former Executive Board Member for the Michigan Environmental Health Association 

(MEHA) 
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1.0 SUMMARY 

TriMedia Environmental & Engineering Services, LLC (TriMedia) was retained by Sawyer 
International Airport and Business Center to complete a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment 
(Phase I ESA) of a property located at 530 F Avenue in Gwinn, Michigan (“subject property”). The 
Phase I ESA was conducted in general accordance with American Society for Testing and Materials 
(ASTM) Standard Practice for Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessment Process (E1527-13). 

After a review of environmental records, site reconnaissance, review of historical data, and select 
interviews, TriMedia found indication of one (1) Recognized Environmental Condition (REC) and 
one (1) Controlled Recognized Environmental Condition (CREC) associated with the subject 
property.  The identified REC includes: 

 A confirmed release (C-0622-89) from USTs at Building 412, upgradient from the subject
property, released petroleum products into soil and groundwater. Although the USTs were
removed, there is no documentation confirming remediation of impacted soil or groundwater.
The potential for impacted groundwater to migrate presents a REC to the subject property.

The identified CREC includes: 

 A site of environmental contamination (K.I. Sawyer AFB-ST-04) with documented soil and
groundwater contamination and a restriction on the use of groundwater which includes the
southern portion of the subject property is present to the southeast. The groundwater use
restriction and adjacent site of environmental contamination presents a REC to the subject
property.

2.0 INTRODUCTION 

2.1 LOCATION AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION

The subject property is located at 530 F Avenue in Gwinn, Michigan. The subject property 
consists of Building 404 which is 12,801 square feet and located at the southern end of F 
Avenue in Gwinn, Michigan. A legal description was not provided for the subject property. 

The location of the subject property is presented in Figure 1 and Figure 2, located in 
Appendix A. Please refer to Appendix C for photographs of the subject property and 
surrounding properties.  

2.2 PURPOSE 
The purpose of the Phase I ESA was to evaluate the subject property for the presence of 
RECs (as defined by ASTM E1527-13).  This investigative effort was conducted to provide 
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the prospective owner with a basis for asserting landowner liability protections and defenses 
(should landowner liability protections and defenses become necessary) under the 
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 
(CERCLA) (42 U.S.C. et seq.) and applicable state law. 

This evaluation was conducted in general accordance with ASTM Standard Practice for 
Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process (E1527-
13).  Performance of this Phase I ESA is intended to reduce, but not eliminate, uncertainty 
regarding environmental matters, while recognizing reasonable limits of time and cost.   

The following terms and acronyms may appear in this report: 

1. Aboveground Storage Tank (AST) – any tank that currently is or has in the past been
used to contain hazardous substances or petroleum products, and which is located at
least 90% above surface grade.

2. Activity and Use Limitations (AULs) – legal (institutional controls) or physical
(engineering controls) restrictions or limitations on the use of, or access to, a site or
facility: (1) to reduce or eliminate potential exposure to hazardous substances or
petroleum products in the soil, soil vapor, groundwater, and/or surface water on the
property, or (2) to prevent activities that could interfere with the effectiveness of a
response action, in order to ensure maintenance of a condition of no significant risk to
public health or the environment.

3. Adjoining Property – any real property or properties the border of which is contiguous or
partially contiguous with that of the subject property, or that would be contiguous or
partially contiguous with that of the subject property but for a street, road, or other public
thoroughfare separating them.

4. Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generator (CESQG) – handler generates,
transports, stores, or treats one hundred (100) kilograms or less of hazardous waste per
calendar month and accumulates one thousand (1000) kilograms or less of hazardous
waste at any time.

5. Controlled Recognized Environmental Condition (CREC) – a recognized environmental
condition resulting from a past release of hazardous substances or petroleum products
that has been addressed to the satisfaction of applicable regulatory authority (for
example, as evidenced by the issuance of a no further action letter or equivalent, or
meeting risk-based criteria established by regulatory authority), with hazardous
substances or petroleum products allowed to remain in place subject to the
implementation of required controls (for example, property use restrictions, activity and
use limitations, institutional controls, or engineering controls).  A CREC is to be listed in
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the findings section of the Phase I ESA report, and as a REC in the conclusions section 
of the Phase I ESA. 

6. De minimis condition – a condition that generally does not present a threat to human
health or the environment and that generally would not be the subject of an enforcement
action if brought to the attention of appropriate governmental agencies.  Conditions
determined to be de minimis conditions are not recognized environmental conditions nor
controlled recognized environmental conditions.

7. EGLE – Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy, formerly the
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) prior to April 22, 2019.

8. Environmental Lien - a charge, security, or encumbrance upon title to a property to
secure payment of a cost, damage, debt, obligation, or duty arising out of response
actions, clean-up, or other remediation of hazardous substances or petroleum products
upon a property, including (but not limited to) liens imposed pursuant to CERCLA 42
USC 9607(1) & 9607(r) and similar state or local laws.

9. Fire Insurance Maps - maps produced for private fire insurance companies (i.e.,
Sanborn Maps) that indicate historical uses of properties at specific dates.

10. Hazardous Substance - a substance defined as a hazardous substance pursuant to
CERCLA 42 USC 9601(14) as interpreted by EPA regulations and the courts.

11. Historical Recognized Environmental Condition (HREC) – a past release of any
hazardous substances or petroleum products that has occurred in connection with the
property and has been addressed to the satisfaction of the applicable regulatory
authority or meeting unrestricted use criteria established by a regulatory authority,
without subjecting the property to any required controls (for example, property use
restrictions, activity and use restrictions, institutional controls, or engineering controls).

12. Large Quantity Generator (LQG) – handler generates, transports, stores, or treats over
one thousand (1000) kilograms of hazardous waste or over one kilogram of acutely
hazardous waste per calendar month.

13. LUST – an underground storage tank on the State of Michigan list of leaking
underground storage tank sites.

14. Material Threat – a physically observable or obvious threat which is reasonably likely to
lead to a release that is threatening and may result in a negative impact to public health
or the environment.
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15. Migrate/migration – for purposes of this practice, “migrate” and “migration” refers to the 
movement of hazardous substance or petroleum products in any form, including, for 
example, solid and liquid at the surface or subsurface, and vapor in the subsurface. 

 
16. PCB - Polychlorinated Biphenyl. 

 
17. Petroleum Products - petroleum, including crude oil or any fraction thereof which is not 

otherwise specifically listed or designated as a hazardous substance under CERCLA 42 
USC, including natural gas, natural gas liquids, and synthetic gas usable for fuel.  
 

18. Physical Setting Sources - sources that provide information about the geologic, 
hydrogeologic, or topographical characteristics of the site. 

 
19. Reasonably Ascertainable - information that is (1) publicly available, (2) obtainable from 

a source within reasonable time and cost constraints, and (3) practically reviewable. 
 

20. Recognized Environmental Condition (REC) – the presence or likely presence of any 
hazardous substances or petroleum products in, on, or at a property: (1) due to release 
to the environment; (2) under conditions indicative of a release to the environment; or 
(3) under conditions that pose a material threat of a future release to the environment.  
De minimis conditions are not recognized environmental conditions. 

 
21. Small Quantity Generator (SQG) – handler generates, transports, stores, or treats more 

than one hundred (100) and less than one thousand (1,000) kilograms of hazardous 
waste during any calendar month and accumulates less than six thousand (6,000) 
kilograms of hazardous waste at any time. 

 
22. Underground Storage Tank (UST) - any tank, including underground piping connected 

to the tank, that is or has been used to contain hazardous substances or petroleum 
products and the volume of which is 10% or more beneath surface grade. 

 
23. Vapor Encroachment Condition (VEC) – the presence or likely presence of chemical of 

concern (COC) vapors in the subsurface of the subject property caused by the release 
of vapors from contaminated soil or groundwater either on or near the subject property 
as identified by Tier 1 or Tier 2 procedures outlined in ASTM Standard Guide for Vapor 
Encroachment Screening on Property Involved in Real Estate Transactions (E2600-10).  

 
24. Very Small Quantity Generators (VSQG) (formerly Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity 

Generator (CESQG)) – handler generates, transports, stores, or treats one hundred 
(100) kilograms or less of hazardous waste per calendar month and accumulates one 
thousand (1000) kilograms or less of hazardous waste at any time. 
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2.3 DETAILED SCOPE OF SERVICES 
This Phase I ESA is based on the scope of services defined in the TriMedia Technical and 
Cost Proposal dated September 26, 2022, and accepted by Mr. Gerald Corkin, Chairperson 
of the Marquette County Board of Commissioners, on October 27, 2022.  The scope of 
services included a site reconnaissance, regulatory and historical records review, interviews 
with individuals knowledgeable about the subject property, and development of this report 
in accordance with ASTM E1527-13, Standard Practice for Environmental Site 
Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process.  
  
The following are not typically part of an ASTM E1527-13 Phase I ESA and were not 
included in the scope of services provided by TriMedia: asbestos and radon sampling, 
groundwater sampling and analysis, mold assessment, lead-based paint inspection and 
analysis, lead in drinking water analysis, wetland delineation, regulatory compliance 
(includes health and safety), indoor air quality analysis, and Endangered Species Act.  
 

2.4 SIGNIFICANT ASSUMPTIONS 
No significant assumptions were made in this Phase I ESA.  
 

2.5 LIMITATIONS AND EXCEPTIONS 
Other than the usual time and budgetary constraints established by the Technical and Cost 
Proposal accepted by Sawyer International Airport and Business Center for this Phase I 
ESA, and the usual circumstance that not all historical sources listed in the ASTM Standard 
were reasonably ascertainable, no significant limitations were encountered during the 
development of this Phase I ESA.   
 
No warranty, either expressed or implied, can be made that conditions observed at the site 
are representative of all areas of the subject property.  Data collected for this Phase I ESA 
were obtained for the purpose stated and should not be used for reasons other than those 
intended. The conditions reported herein apply only to those specific locations and times at 
which the work was completed.  Conclusions made in this Phase I ESA are based on 
reasonably ascertainable information and data and represent the professional judgment and 
interpretations of TriMedia. 
 

2.6 SPECIAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS  
 No special terms or conditions apply to this report. 
 

2.7 USER RELIANCE  
This Phase I ESA is prepared for the exclusive use and reliance of Sawyer International 
Airport and Business Center.  Use or reliance by any other party is prohibited without the 
written authorization of Sawyer International Airport and Business Center and TriMedia.  
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Environmental conditions and regulations are continually evolving and are subject to change 
and interpretation.  Do not assume current conditions and/or regulatory positions will remain 
constant.  Furthermore, because the data contained within this Phase I ESA are subject to 
professional interpretation, other professionals may reach differing conclusions. 

Continued viability of this report is subject to ASTM E1527-13 Sections 4.6 and 4.7.  If the 
Phase I ESA will be used by a different user (third party) than the user for whom the ESA 
was originally prepared, the third party must also satisfy the user’s responsibilities in Section 
6 of ASTM E1527-13. 

3.0 USER PROVIDED INFORMATION 

Mr. Duane DuRay, Director of Operations/Airport Manager for Sawyer International Airport and 
Business Center, completed the User Questionnaire on November 29, 2022. Mr. DuRay provided 
the following information on the subject property. 

3.1 TITLE RECORDS 
A title search and search of judicial records for environmental liens and activity and use 
limitations (AULs) were not provided by Sawyer International Airport. TriMedia assumes the 
client is evaluating this information outside the context of this report. 

3.2 ENVIRONMENTAL LIENS OR ACTIVITY AND USE LIMITATIONS 
Mr. DuRay indicated the presence of an environmental liens or AULs in connection with the 
site. Navigational precautions must be adhered to as per Part 77 of the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) regulations.  

3.3 SPECIALIZED KNOWLEDGE OR EXPERIENCE 
Mr. DuRay does not have specialized knowledge of the subject property. 

3.4 COMMONLY KNOWN OR REASONABLY ASCERTAINABLE INFORMATION 
Mr. DuRay does have knowledge of commonly known or reasonably ascertainable 
information regarding the subject property or adjoining properties. Mr. DuRay reported the 
property was previously used as part of K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base and various hazardous 
materials may have been stored or used.  He reports that currently the structure is in various 
levels of deterioration and may contain asbestos, lead-based paints, mold, and other 
hazardous materials.  

3.5 VALUATION REDUCTION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
According to Mr. DuRay the structure is believed to contain lead-based paint, asbestos, 
mold, and possibly other hazardous materials. He recommends personal protective 
equipment (PPE) when entering the structure. 
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3.6 OWNER, PROPERTY MANAGER, AND OCCUPANT INFORMATION 
Mr. DuRay oversees operations of the airport and surrounding properties. The subject 
property is currently vacant. 

3.7 REASONS FOR PERFORMING PHASE I ESA 
This Phase I ESA was commissioned by Sawyer International Airport and Business Center 
in connection with demolishing structures on the subject property.   

4.0 RECORDS REVIEW 

4.1 STANDARD ENVIRONMENTAL RECORD SOURCES 
TriMedia conducted a review of regulatory agency files to determine if the subject property 
and/or adjacent properties are, or were, known sites of environmental contamination. 
Reasonably ascertainable environmental record sources were investigated, and standard 
sources were reviewed by TriMedia.  A summary report of the review, provided by 
Environmental Data Resources, Inc. (EDR) as the EDR Radius MapTM Report with 
GeoCheck® (EDR Radius Map Report), is included in Appendix D: Regulatory 
Documentation. A number of environmental data sources were reviewed, and documented 
sites were found within the ASTM E1527-13 search radius around the subject property.  The 
following data sources were investigated:  

Federal Databases 

Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Sites 

NPL 
The NPL is the USEPA’s database of uncontrolled or 
abandoned hazardous waste facilities that have been listed for 
priority remedial actions under the Superfund Program. 

1.0 0

NPL (Proposed) Proposed National Priority List Sites 1.0 0 

NPL (Delisted) 
The NPL Delisted refers to facilities that have been removed 
from the NPL. 

1.0 0

NPL LIENS Federal Superfund Liens Site 0 

SEMS 

The Superfund Enterprise Management System (SEMS) 
tracks hazardous waste sites, potentially hazardous waste 
sites, and remedial activities performed in support of EPA’s 
Program across the United States. The list was formerly known 
as CERCLIS, renamed SEMS by the EPA in 2015. The list 
contains data on potentially hazardous waste sites that have 
been reported to the USEPA by states, municipalities, private 
companies, and private persons, pursuant to Section 103 of 
the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, 
and Liability Act (CERCLA).  This dataset also contains sites 
which are either proposed to or on the NPL and site which are 
in the screening and assessment phase for possible inclusion 
on the NPL. 

0.5 0
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Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Sites 

SEMS - 
ARCHIVE 

The Superfund Enterprise Management System - Archive 
tracks sites that have no further interest under the Federal 
Superfund Program. The list was formerly known as the 
CERCLIS-NFRAP, renamed by EPA in 2015. Archived sites 
have been removed and archived from the inventory of SEMS 
sites. Archived status indicates that, to the best of EPA’s 
knowledge, assessment at a site has been completed and that 
EPA has determined no further steps will be taken to list the 
site on the NPL. 

0.5 0

RCRA 
CORRACTS/ 

12TSD 

The USEPA maintains a database of RCRA facilities 
associated with treatment, storage, and disposal (TSD) of 
hazardous waste that are undergoing “corrective action.”  A 
“corrective action” order is issued when there has been a 
release of hazardous waste or constituents into the 
environment from a RCRA facility. 

1.0 0

RCRA Non-
CORRACTS/ 

TSD 

The RCRA Non-CORRACTS/TSD Database is a compilation 
by the USEPA of facilities which report storage, transportation, 
treatment, or disposal of hazardous waste.  Unlike the RCRA 
CORRACTS/TSD database, the RCRA Non-CORRACTS/TSD 
database does not include RCRA facilities where corrective 
action is required. 

0.5 0

RCRA 
Generators 

The RCRA Generators database, maintained by the USEPA, 
lists facilities that generate hazardous waste as part of their 
normal business practices.  Generators are listed as large, 
small, or conditionally exempt.  LQGs produce at least 1000 
kg/month of non-acutely hazardous waste or 1 kg/month of 
acutely hazardous waste.  SQGs produce 100-1000 kg/month 
of non-acutely hazardous waste.  VSQGs are those that 
generate less than 100 kg/month of non-acutely hazardous 
waste. 

0.25 3

RCRA NonGen / 
NLR 

The RCRA-NonGen database, maintained by the USEPA, lists 
facilities that were previously listed in the RCRA Generators 
database but no longer generate hazardous waste as part of 
their normal business practices (No Longer Regulated).   

0.25 2

ERNS 
The ERNS is a listing compiled by the USEPA on reported 
releases of petroleum and hazardous substances to the air, soil 
and/or water. 

Subject 
Property 

0 

HMIRS Hazardous Materials Information Reporting System 
Subject 
Property 

0 
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Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Sites 

IC / EC 

A listing of sites with engineering and/or institutional controls in 
place.  Engineering controls include various forms of caps, 
building foundations, liners, and treatment methods to create 
pathway elimination for regulated substances to enter 
environmental media or effect human health.  Institutional 
controls include administrative measures, such as 
groundwater use restrictions, construction restrictions, 
property use restrictions, and post remediation care 
requirements intended to prevent exposure to contaminants 
remaining on site.  Deed restrictions are generally required as 
part of the institutional controls. 

0.5 0

DOD Department of Defense Sites 1.0 0 

FUDS Formerly Used Defense Sites 1.0 1 

US 
BROWNFIELDS 

A listing of Brownfield Sites 0.5 3 

CONSENT Superfund (CERCLA) Consent Decrees 1.0 0 

ROD Records of Decision 1.0 0 

UMTRA Uranium Mill Tailings Sites 0.5 0 

ODI Open Dump Inventory 0.5 0 

TRIS Toxic Chemical Release Inventory System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

TSCA Toxic Substances Control Act 
Subject 
Property 

0  

FTTS FIFRA/TSCA Tracking System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

SSTS Section 7 Tracking Systems 
Subject 
Property 

0 

ICIS Integrated Compliance Information System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

LUCIS Land Use Control Information System 0.5 0 

RADINFO Radiation Information Database 
Subject 
Property 

0 

CDL Clandestine Drug Labs 
Subject 
Property 

0 

PADS PCB Activity Database System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

MLTS Material Licensing Tracking System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

MINES Mines Master Index File 0.25 0 

ECHO Enforcement and Compliance History Information 
Subject 
Property 

0 

FINDS Facility Index System/Facility Registry System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

RAATS RCRA Administrative Action Tracking System 
Subject 
Property 

0 
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Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Sites 

2020 COR Action 

The EPA has set ambitious goals for the RCRA Corrective 
Action program by creating the 2020 Corrective Action 
Universe. This RCRA cleanup baseline includes facilities 
expected to need corrective action. 

0.25 0

State Databases 

Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Facilities 

State Hazardous 
Waste 

EGLE maintains a database of state equivalent CERCLIS 
facilities in the State of Michigan. 

1.0 0

SWF/LF 
EGLE maintains a database of solid waste disposal facilities 
and landfills in the State of Michigan. 

0.5 0

LUST 
EGLE has compiled a database of Leaking Underground 
Storage Tank in the State of Michigan. 

0.5 6

UST 
EGLE has compiled a database of registered Underground 
Storage Tanks in the State of Michigan. 

0.25 7

AST 
EGLE has compiled a database of registered Aboveground 
Storage Tanks in the State of Michigan. 

0.25 4

BEA 
EGLE maintains a listing of properties in which a Baseline 
Environmental Assessment (BEA) has been conducted.   

0.5 0

AUL Sites with institutional and/or engineering controls in place. 0.5 1 

AIRS Permit and Emissions Inventory Data 0.001 0 

DRYCLEANERS 
EGLE maintains a list of dry cleaning facilities in the State of 
Michigan.   

0.25 0

LIENS 
EGLE maintains a list of liens placed on a property due to an 
environmental condition.   

Subject 
Property 

0 

BROWNFIELDS Brownfields Site Location Listing 0.5 0 

SPILLS The State of Michigan maintains a list of spills 
Subject 
Property 

0 

Inventory Inventory of Facilities 0.5 3 

Part 201 
EGLE maintains a database of “facilities” as defined by Part 
201 

1.0 5

WDS Waste Data System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

Tribal Databases 

Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Facilities 

INDIAN 
RESERVE 

Indian Reservations 1.0 0 

INDIAN LUST Leaking Underground Storage Tanks on Indian land 0.5 0 

INDIAN UST 
EGLE has compiled a database of registered Underground 
Storage Tanks on Indian land in the State of Michigan. 

0.25 0
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EDR Proprietary Records 

Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Facilities 

Manufactured 
Gas Plants 

EDR Proprietary Manufactured Gas Plants 1.0 0 

Historical Auto 
Stations 

EDR Exclusive Historic Gas Stations 0.25 2 

Historical Dry 
Cleaners 

EDR Exclusive Historic Dry Cleaners 0.25 0 

The following table summarizes the site-specific information provided by the database 
and/or gathered by this office for identified facilities. Sites are listed in order of proximity to 
the subject property. Distances of most of the sites were adjusted to field observed and/or 
mapped distances and should be considered approximate. In addition to the cited site-
specific information, EDR provides a generalized approximate groundwater flow direction 
based on surface topography (EDR Radius Map, Groundwater Flow Direction Information). 
According to EDR, the groundwater flow direction is to the southwest. Prior professional 
knowledge indicates groundwater flow is locally to the southeast towards Silver Lead Creek. 
Local groundwater depth is estimated to be greater than 60 feet below grade based on static 
water level data obtained from a 2020 Annual Groundwater Report for the United States Air 
Force Civil Engineer Center.  

Additional discussion for selected sites may follow the summary table. 

Listed Sites 

Site Name and Location Estimated Distance/Direction/Gradient Database Listings 

KI Sawyer AFB - ST 04 
Avenue A 

Approximately 580 feet / Southeast / 
Down gradient 

Inventory, Part 201 

Building 412 
D Avenue 

Approximately 630 feet / North / Up 
gradient 

UST, LUST 

Boreal  
199 F Avenue 

Approximately 650 feet / Northeast / Side 
gradient 

AST 

Sawyer Fuel Farm 
200 F Avenue 

Approximately 650 feet / Northeast / Side 
gradient 

AST 

KI Sawyer AFB – SS 17 
Avenue A 

Approximately 4,290 feet / North / Up 
gradient 

Inventory, Part 201 

225 Airport Road 
Approximately 5,100 feet / North / Up 

gradient 

PFAS, AUL, WDS, RCRA-
VSQG, FUDS, Inventory, 

Part 201, BEA 
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Subject Property 
The subject property is not listed on the EDR Radius Map™ Report.  

KI Sawyer AFB – ST-04 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed “K.I. Sawyer AFB – ST-04” on the Part 201 and 
Inventory databases. “K.I. Sawyer AFB – ST-04” is located on A Avenue, although an exact 
street address is not provided. A Declaration of Restrictive Covenants (EGLE Ref No. RC-
RRD-201-05-019) indicates an interior section of ST-04 in which soil use is restricted 20 feet 
below ground surface and a larger area surrounding the soil restriction in which groundwater 
use is restricted. The restrictive covenant for groundwater use includes a portion of the 
subject property. The Remediation Information Data Exchange (RIDE), operated by EGLE’s 
Remediation and Redevelopment Division, database indicates contaminants at the site 
involve petroleum products with volatile organic compounds (VOCs) and semi volatile 
organic compounds (SVOCs) detected. The risk condition indicated in the RIDE database 
is listed as “Risks Controlled – Interim.” Impacted groundwater has the potential to migrate 
from the southern adjacent property to the subject property. “K.I. Sawyer AFB-ST-04” is 
considered a REC to the subject property. 

Building 412 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 412 on D Avenue on the UST and LUST 
databases. However, Building 412 was physically located on F Avenue between Buildings 
421 and 422. The listing uses Building 412 as part of the street address and KI Sawyer AFB 
is listed as the primary name for the facility. Further examination of the Michigan UST 
database indicates records of one UST associated with Building 412 (Facility ID: 00006520). 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-091127-15 15,000 Gasoline 02/05/1958 01/01/1992

Documentation from LARA confirms a release (C-0622-89) on October 4,1989 which was 
detected during a failed tank tightness test. A handwritten note on a release form indicates 
some soil was removed. The EDR Radius Map™ Report shows the release was closed on 
January 1, 1993, although no documentation from LARA confirming the closure was 
available. Electronic correspondence from EGLE indicated no records were on file regarding 
Building 412 or C-0622-89. Given the relative distance and upgradient position of Building 
412 to the subject property, Building 412 is considered a REC. 

Boreal Aviation Inc. 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Boreal Aviation Inc. located at 530 F Avenue on the 
AST, WDS, FINDS, ECHO, and RCRA-VSQG databases. The EPA Facility Index System 
(FINDS) is a central and common inventory of facilities monitored or regulated by the EPA. 
The RCRA-VSQG designation indicates Boreal Aviation, Inc. is a very small quantity 
generator of hazardous waste. The Waste Data System (WDS) tracks activities at sites 
regulated by the Solid Waste, Scrap Tire, Hazardous Waste, and Liquid Industrial Waste 
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programs. The WDS entry for Boreal Aviation, Inc. lists two citations. The entries indicate a 
return to compliance less than one month after the violations were initially noted. Neither 
entry was listed as a “high priority” in the database. The Enforcement and Compliance 
History Online (ECHO) database listing indicates the generator has active status with no 
violations noted in the previous 12 quarters.  

An AST owned by Boreal Aviation Inc. is located closer to the subject property at 199 F 
Avenue. Details regarding the tank are listed below.  

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

ATK-102038-15 12,000 Other 07/08/1997 Currently In Use 

TriMedia submitted FOIA requests to LARA and EGLE regarding the AST. Documentation 
from LARA confirms the installation of the tank with spill prevention measures and 
secondary containment. Correspondence from EGLE indicated there were no files on 
record. Given the history of compliance from Boreal Aviation, Inc. and its gradient relative 
to the subject property, Boreal Aviation, Inc. is not considered a REC. 

Sawyer Fuel Farm 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Sawyer Fuel Farm, located at 200 F Avenue, on the 
AST database. Four aboveground storage tanks were listed at the Sawyer Fuel Farm. 
Documentation obtained through a FOIA request to LARA regarding tanks onsite indicated 
all tanks appeared to pass inspection in recent years. Prior minor violations appear to have 
been quickly remedied. There is no documentation reflecting evidence of spills or releases 
from the ASTs. The Sawyer Fuel Farm is not a REC.  

KI Sawyer AFB – SS-17The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed K.I. Sawyer AFB – SS-17 on 
the Part 201 and Inventory databases. “K.I. Sawyer AFB – SS-17” is listed at 225 Airport 
Road, although the EDR Radius Map indicates the listing to be located southwest from 225 
Airport Road. Documentation regarding “K.I. Sawyer AFB – SS-17” shows a soil use 
restriction under the operations apron at Sawyer International Airport and a groundwater 
use restriction extending from the operations apron east beyond Kelly Johnson Memorial 
Highway. The groundwater use restriction remains active due to contaminant levels. 
Ongoing groundwater monitoring indicates the contamination plume has decreased in size 
over several years. Given the decreasing size of the plume, the ongoing groundwater 
monitoring activities, and relative distance of the contamination plume from the subject 
property, K.I. Sawyer AFB – SS-17 is not considered a REC. 

225 Airport Road 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed the US Transportation Security Administration (TSA) 
located at 225 Airport Road on the PFAS, RCRA-VSQG, AUL, and WDS databases. The 
WDS entry for TSA contains operator information, but otherwise does not list activities, 
including any history of inspections or violations. The PFAS listing refers to the chemicals 
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per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) which are a class of compounds not currently 
in scope for Phase I ESAs. A land use restriction is detailed in a declaration of restrictive 
covenants, which primarily restricts the use of groundwater. The land closest to the subject 
property in the declaration of restrictive covenants at 225 Airport Road is “K.I. Sawyer AFB 
– SS-17.”

At the same address, K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base is listed on the FUDS, Inventory, Part 201, 
and BEA databases. The Federal Used Defense Sites (FUDS) listing showed a preliminary 
assessment had been performed at K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base and no projects were 
planned for that location. The RIDE database has an entry for K.I. Sawyer Airport. The entry 
lists multiple contaminants impacting the location including petroleum volatile and semi 
volatile organic compounds, chlorinated volatile and semi volatile organic compounds, and 
elements, metals, or other inorganics. The BEA entry indicates a Baseline Environmental 
Assessment was performed to document existing contamination. Two BEAs are on file for 
225 Airport Road, however, electronic mail correspondence from the EGLE’s Remediation 
and Redevelopment Division indicates that file information has been misplaced and is 
unavailable. Given the distance of 225 Airport Road from the subject property, this is not 
likely to be a REC. 

Other Sites 
The remaining sites listed on the EDR Radius Map™ Report do not represent environmental 
concerns to the subject property based upon regulatory status, presumed groundwater flow 
direction, and/or relative distance from the property. 

Please refer to Appendix D for a copy of the EDR Radius Map Report.    

4.2 ADDITIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL RECORD SOURCES 
TriMedia submitted a FOIA request to the FOIA Coordinator for EGLE located in Lansing, 
Michigan for file information for the subject property. Electronic mail correspondence from 
the EGLE’s Remediation and Redevelopment Division indicates that file information does 
not exist for the subject property. 

4.3 PHYSICAL SETTING SOURCES 
TriMedia used a United States Geological Survey (USGS) Topographic Map and EDR’s 
GeoCheck® option to obtain information regarding the subject property’s physical setting 
(i.e., soils, geology, hydrology, etc.).  A discussion of the physical setting features is included 
in Section 5.2.4.  

4.4 HISTORICAL USE INFORMATION ON THE PROPERTY 
TriMedia reviewed standard historical sources, as identified in E1527-13, to identify potential 
RECs associated with historical use of the property.  TriMedia subcontracted EDR to provide 
the following standard historical sources: 
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4.4.1 Historical Aerial Photographs 
The EDR Aerial Photo Decade Package provided TriMedia with historical aerial photographs 
from 1939, 1951, 1964, 1975, 1981, 1993, 1998, 2006, 2009, 2012, and 2016. Selected 
photographs are summarized below. 

Historical Aerial Photographs 

Direction Description 

Subject Property 
No structures are visible on the subject property in the photograph from 1939. The 
earliest runway is visible in the aerial photograph from 1951. A structure is visible 
on the subject property in the 1964 through 2016 aerial photographs.  

North 

North of the subject property, no structures are visible in the photograph from 1939. 
The earliest runway is visible in the aerial photograph from 1951. A structure is 
visible north of the subject property from the 1964 through the 2016 aerial 
photographs. 

East 

East of the subject property, no structures are visible in the photograph from 1939. 
The earliest runway is visible in the aerial photograph from 1951. A structure is 
visible east of the subject property from the 1964 through the 2016 aerial 
photographs. 

South 

South of the subject property, no structures are visible in the photograph from 1939. 
The earliest runway is visible in the aerial photograph from 1951. A structure is 
visible south of the subject property from the 1993 through the 2016 aerial 
photographs. 

West 

West of the subject property, no structures are visible in the photograph from 1939. 
The earliest runway is visible in the aerial photograph from 1951. A structure is 
visible southwest of the subject property from the 1964 through the 2016 aerial 
photographs. 

4.4.2 Historical Topographic Maps 
The EDR Historical Topographic Map Report provided TriMedia with historical USGS 
topographic maps from 1932, 1952, 1975, 1985, 2014, 2017, and 2019.  Note that the 2014, 
2017 and 2019 maps only depict topography, roads and streets, and land cover.   

Historical Topographic Maps 

Direction Description 

Subject Property 

The subject property appears undeveloped in the earliest map from 1932. In the 
1952 topographic map, the original runway is visible. In the 1975 map, a structure 
on the subject property is depicted. The subject property appears developed in the 
topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

North 

The lands north of the subject property appear undeveloped in the 1932 map. In 
the 1952 topographic map, the original runway is visible. In the 1975 map, a 
structure north of the subject property is depicted. Lands north of the subject 
property appear developed in the topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

East 

The lands east of the subject property appear undeveloped in the 1932 map. In the 
1952 topographic map, the original runway is visible. In the 1975 map, a structure 
northeast of the subject property is depicted along F Avenue. Lands northeast of 
the subject property appear developed in the topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 
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Direction Description 

South 

The lands south of the subject property appear undeveloped in the 1932 map. In 
the 1952 topographic map, the original runway is visible. In the 1975 map, a 
structure south of the subject property along H Avenue is depicted. Lands south of 
the subject property appear developed in the topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

West 

The land west of the subject property appears undeveloped in the 1932 map. In 
the 1952 topographic map, the original runway is visible. In the 1975 map, a 
structure southwest of the subject property is depicted along the runway. Lands 
southwest of the subject property appear developed in the topographic maps from 
2014 to 2019. 

 
4.4.3 Historical City Directories 
The EDR City Directory Abstract provided TriMedia with historical business directory (Polk’s 
City Directory) listings for the subject property’s address or addresses in proximity to the 
subject property.  Based on the request, EDR indicated City Directory listings were not 
available for the subject property and surrounding area. 
 
4.4.4 Historical Fire Insurance Maps 
Historical fire insurance maps (Sanborn Maps) were requested from EDR to evaluate past 
uses of the subject property and surrounding properties. Based on the request, EDR 
indicated Sanborn Maps were not available for the subject property and surrounding area.  

 

4.5 HISTORICAL USE INFORMATION ON SUBJECT PROPERTY 
Based on the previously described environmental records and historical sources, the current 
structure on the subject property first appeared in 1961 for Equipment Calibration on K.I. 
Sawyer Air Force Base. Following the closure of the air force base in 1995, the building was 
rented for a time by Boreal Aviation, Inc. as the location for the Fixed Base Operator (FBO). 
Boreal Aviation, Inc. moved to 401 F Avenue sometime thereafter; since then, the subject 
property has been vacant. 
 
Please refer to Appendix E for copies of the aerial photographs, topographic maps, and City 
Directories.  

4.6 HISTORICAL USE INFORMATION ON ADJOINING PROPERTIES 
Based on the previously described environmental records and historical sources, the area 
surrounding the subject property was generally developed concurrently or following the 
construction of the subject property. Building 406, the fuels management building northeast 
of the subject property along 1st Street, was built in 1969. Building 418, a storage building 
north of the subject property, was built in 1989. Adjacent to the south of the subject property 
is Building 420. Building 420 was used for explosive ordinance disposal and constructed in 
1976. West of the subject property is Building 403. Constructed in 1986, Building 402 was 
used by the maintenance squadron. 
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4.7 RECORDS REVIEW SUMMARY 
Based on a review of historical information, the subject property was developed in 1961 for 
Equipment Calibration on K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. Following the closure of the air force 
base in 1995, the building was rented for a time by Boreal Aviation, Inc. as the location for 
the Fixed Base Operator (FBO). Boreal Aviation, Inc. moved to 401 F Avenue sometime 
thereafter; since then, the subject property has been vacant. Other sections of the former 
air force base were developed at the same time or following the construction of the subject 
property. 

5.0 SITE RECONNAISSANCE 

5.1 METHODOLOGY AND LIMITING CONDITIONS 
TriMedia, represented by Mr. Lance Lindberg, Senior Scientist, conducted a site 
reconnaissance of the subject property on November 4, 2022. Weather conditions at the 
time of site reconnaissance were overcast with a temperature of approximately 37 degrees 
Fahrenheit (°F). 

The site reconnaissance included the following:  

 Observation of the subject property, the subject property interior areas, and adjacent
properties for indications of RECs;

 Visual and physical observation of the periphery of the subject property and structures
made by walking the perimeter of the subject property, and crisscrossing the site to
identify points of interest;

 Observation of, surrounding properties, and,

 Interviews with individuals, as available, familiar with the subject property’s history and
potential environmental liabilities.

5.2 GENERAL SITE SETTING 

5.2.1 Current Uses of the Subject Property 
The subject property is currently vacant.  

5.2.2 Past Uses of the Subject Property  
Based on historical sources, the subject property building was constructed in 1961 for 
Equipment Calibration for the K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. Mr. Duane DuRay, Director of 
Operations at Sawyer International Airport and Business center, indicated that since the 
closure of former air force base in 1995, the building was leased to Boreal Aviation, Inc. as 
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the location for the Fixed Base Operator (FBO) for a period. No improvements were made 
to the building during that time.  

5.2.3 Current and Past Uses of Surrounding Properties 
Based on the review of previously described environmental records and historical sources, 
and the completion of site reconnaissance activities, the area surrounding the subject 
property was generally developed concurrently or following the construction of the subject 
property in 1961. The official opening of K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base occurred on May 8, 
1959. Building 406, the fuels management building northeast of the subject property along 
1st Street, was built in 1969. Building 418, a storage building north of the subject property, 
was built in 1989. Adjacent to the south of the subject property is Building 420. Building 420 
was used for explosive ordinance disposal and constructed in 1976. West of the subject 
property is Building 403. Constructed in 1986, Building 402 was used by the maintenance 
squadron. 

5.2.4 Geologic, Hydrogeologic, and Topographic Conditions 
The subject property is situated approximately 1,185 feet above mean sea level. The 
surrounding area topography is relatively flat, generally sloping to the south. The geology of 
the area consists of Cambrian stratified rock. The naturally occurring soil type on the subject 
property is Udipsamments, characterized as well drained to excessively drained sands and 
gravels. Local groundwater flow is estimated to be to the southeast in the direction of Silver 
Lead Creek. Silver Lead Creek is located approximately 2,840 feet from the subject property. 

5.2.5 General Description of Structures 
The former Equipment Calibration building currently exists on the subject property. The 
building is 12,801 square feet and is constructed of concrete, metal and wood with a slab 
on grade concrete foundation.  

5.2.6 Roads and Utilities 
The subject property is located on the southern end of F Avenue. Parking is available south 
of the structure, accessible from H Avenue.  

Utilities available to the subject property consist of gas, electrical, cable/internet, and 
telephone service.  A municipal water supply and wastewater treatment facilities serve the 
subject property.  

5.3 SITE OBSERVATIONS 
The following table summarizes site observations and interviews. Affirmative responses 
(designated by an “X”) are discussed in more detail following the table.  Photographs of select 
items observed at the subject property are included in Appendix C. 
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Site Features 

Category Item or Feature Observed 

Site Operations, 
Processes, and 

Equipment 

Emergency generators 

Elevators

Air compressors 

Hydraulic lifts 

Dry cleaning 

Photo processing 

Laboratory hoods and/or incinerators 

Waste treatment systems and/or water treatment systems 

Heating and/or cooling systems X 

Other processes or equipment 

Aboveground 
Chemical or Waste 

Storage 

Aboveground storage tanks 

Drums, barrels and/or containers  5 gallons 

SDS

Underground 
Chemical or Waste 

Storage, Drainage or 
Collection Systems 

Underground storage tanks or ancillary UST equipment 

Sumps, cisterns, catch basins and/or dry wells 

Grease traps 

Septic tanks and/or leach fields 

Oil/water separators 

Pipeline markers 

Interior floor drains X 

Electrical 
Transformers/ PCBs 

Pad or pole mounted transformers and/or capacitors 

Other equipment 

Releases or Potential 
Releases 

Stressed vegetation 

Stained soil 

Stained pavement or similar surface 

Leachate and/or waste seeps 

Trash, debris and/or other waste materials 

Dumping or disposal areas 

Construction/demolition debris and/or dumped fill dirt 

Surface water discoloration, odor, sheen, and/or free-floating 
product 

Strong, pungent, or noxious odors 

Exterior pipe discharges and/or other effluent discharges 

Other Notable Site 
Features 

Surface water bodies 

Quarries or pits 

Wells
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Site Operations, Processes, and Equipment 

Heating and/or Cooling Systems 
The building is heated using a natural gas furnace and an air conditioning unit is located 
outside Building 404 on the southeast side. No environmental concerns were noted with the 
heating and cooling systems.  

Underground Chemical or Waste Storage, Drainage or Collection Systems 

Interior Floor Drains 
Floor drains are located in the men’s and women’s bathrooms and a janitorial closet within 
the building. The floor drains are connected to the wastewater treatment system located on 
the former air force base.  

Electrical Transformers/ PCBs 

Pad or pole mounted transformers and/or capacitors 
Pole-mounted transformers are present at the northwest corner of the subject property and 
at the adjacent property to the east. The transformers did not indicate signs of leaks or spills. 

5.4 SITE RECONNAISSANCE SUMMARY  
The site reconnaissance was conducted on November 4, 2022. The site reconnaissance 
identified heating and cooling systems and interior floor drains on the subject property. No 
environmental concerns were observed during the site reconnaissance. 

6.0 INTERVIEWS 

6.1 INTERVIEW WITH OWNER 
TriMedia interviewed Mr. Duane DuRay, Director of Operations at Sawyer International 
Airport and Business Center. He became the manager of the airport in 2012 and assumed 
the role of Director of Operations in 2019. Mr. DuRay indicated the subject property is 
believed to contain lead-based paint, asbestos, mold, and possibly other hazardous 
materials. He recommended the use of PPE when entering the structure. 

6.2 INTERVIEW WITH SITE MANAGER 
TriMedia interviewed Mr. Duane DuRay, as noted.  

6.3 INTERVIEW WITH OCCUPANTS 
TriMedia interviewed Mr. Duane DuRay, as noted. 
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6.4 INTERVIEWS WITH LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 
TriMedia completed a FOIA request with Marquette County Health Department for 
environmental records (i.e., spills, releases, fires) regarding the subject property. The 
Marquette County Health Department indicated that there were no records on file associated 
with the subject property. TriMedia interviewed Mr. Ron Lauren, an officer of Forsyth 
Township Fire Department and Clerk for Forsyth Township. Mr. Lauren indicated no 
knowledge of fire at the subject property since the closure of the air force base in 1995. 
Records prior to base closure were unavailable. 
 

6.5 INTERVIEWS WITH OTHERS 
TriMedia did not interview others regarding the subject property.   
 
 

7.0 FINDINGS 

 
After a review of environmental records, site reconnaissance, review of historical data, and select 
interviews, TriMedia found indication of one (1) REC and one (1) CREC associated with the subject 
property.  The identified REC includes: 
 
 A confirmed release (C-0622-89) from USTs at Building 412, upgradient from the subject 

property, released petroleum products into soil and groundwater. Although the USTs were 
removed, there is no documentation confirming remediation of impacted soil or groundwater. 
The potential for impacted groundwater to migrate presents a REC to the subject property. 

 
The identified CREC includes: 
 
 A site of environmental contamination (K.I. Sawyer AFB-ST-04) with documented soil and 

groundwater contamination and a restriction on the use of groundwater which includes the 
southern portion of the subject property is present to the southeast. The groundwater use 
restriction and adjacent site of environmental contamination presents a REC to the subject 
property. 
 
 

8.0 OPINION 

 
Based on reasonably ascertainable information compiled by TriMedia, as well as information and 
data provided by other select individuals and/or agencies during the completion of this Phase I ESA, 
it is our professional opinion the results of the Phase I ESA have revealed evidence suggesting the 
presence of current environmental concerns regarding the subject property regarding potential 
groundwater contaminant migration onto the subject property.  
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9.0 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

TriMedia has performed a Phase I ESA in conformance with the scope and limitations of ASTM 
Practice E1527-13 for property located at 530 F Avenue in Gwinn, Michigan.  Any exceptions to, or 
deletions from, this practice are described in Section 10.0 of this report.  This assessment has 
revealed evidence of two (2) RECs in connection with the subject property. Based on the results of 
the Phase I ESA, the depth of groundwater in the vicinity (>60 feet), and the intended demolition 
activities proposed for the subject property, no further evaluation of the identified RECs is required 
at this time. TriMedia does recommend the following mitigation procedures during demolition 
activities: 

 If suspect contaminated soil and/or groundwater is encountered during demolition activities,
characterization and/or monitoring of the material should be conducted during excavation
and earth moving activities.

 Demolition contractors and personnel who may encounter contaminated soil and/or
groundwater should wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) as required with
state and/or federal requirements for worker safety.

 A site-specific Health and Safety Plan (HASP) shall be the responsibility of the demolition
contractor to address the RECs identified.

10.0 DEVIATIONS 

TriMedia has performed this Phase I ESA in conformance with the scope and limitations of ASTM 
Practice E1527-13.  TriMedia relied on the information and data provided by other organizations 
specifically denoted herein. TriMedia used its education, experience, and professional judgment to 
conduct this Phase I ESA.   

11.0 ADDITIONAL SERVICES 

No additional services were included as part of this Phase I ESA. 
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12.0 REFERENCES 

Name of Data Source 
Date of Initial 

Inquiry 

Date of Most 
Recently 
Provided 

Information 

Supporting 
Documentation 

Duane DuRay 
Director of Operations 
Sawyer International Airport and 
Business Center 
125 G Avenue 
Gwinn, Michigan 49841 
(906) 346-3308

November 22, 2022 December 1, 2022 User Questionnaire, 
interview information as 
noted in this report 

Marquette County Health Department 
Environmental Health 
184 U.S. 41 East 
Marquette, Michigan 49855 
(906) 475-4195
ehadmin@mqtco.org

November 23, 2022 December 7, 2022 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

EGLE – FOIA Coordinator 
Department of Environmental, Great 
Lakes, and Energy 
P.O. Box 30473 
Lansing, MI 48909-7973 
800-662-9278
EGLE-FOIA@michigan.gov

November 22, 2022 December 22, 2022 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

LARA – FOIA Coordinator  
Department of Licensing and  
Regulatory Affairs  
Ottawa Building  
611 W. Ottawa  
P.O. Box 30004  
Lansing, MI 48909-7973  
517-335-3327
LARAFOIAInfo@michigan.gov

November 25, 2022 December 21, 2022 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

Ron Lauren - Officer 
Forsyth Township Fire Department 
186 West Flint Street 
Gwinn, Michigan 49841 
(906) 346-9217

December 5, 2022 January 5, 2023 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

Environmental Data Resources Inc. 
6 Armstrong Road, 4th Floor 
Shelton, CT 06484 
1-800-352-6802

November 7, 2022 November 8, 2022 Sanborn maps, topographic 
maps, environmental 
database records, aerial 
photographs 
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13.0  SIGNATURES OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONALS 

We declare that, to the best of our professional knowledge and belief, we meet the definition of 
Environmental Professional as defined in §312.10 of 40 CFR 312.  We have specific qualifications 
based on education, training, and experience to assess a property.  We have developed and 
performed all appropriate inquiries in conformance with the standards and practices set forth in 40 
CFR Part 312. 

2/7/2023  

Lance Lindberg  Date 
Project Manager / Senior Scientist 

2/7/2023  

Helen Amiri Date 
Staff Engineer 

2/7/2023 

Ryan J. Whaley Date 
Environmental Manager 
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14.0 QUALIFICATIONS OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONALS 

Lance Lindberg 
Project Manager/Senior Scientist 
llindberg@trimediaee.com 

Summary of Professional Experience 
Mr. Lindberg is an environmental scientist with over 30 years of experience with a strong 
background in environmental due diligence. His areas of specialty include Phase I/II environmental 
site assessments and baseline environmental assessments; asbestos surveys and lead-based 
paint inspections, CERCLA and RCRA facility investigations; and soil and groundwater 
contamination and remediation. Mr. Lindberg has conducted site investigations and closures 
associated with Part 201 of Michigan’s Public Act 451 and underground storage tank (UST) 
regulations of Michigan’s Part 213 of Public Act 451. Mr. Lindberg’s experience also includes direct 
involvement with on-site activities associated with environmental investigation and remediation 
projects.  

Mr. Lindberg is responsible for project management, regulatory and client contact, evaluation and 
assessment of contaminated sites, field activities and preparation of reports. He has coordinated 
and conducted environmental investigations, groundwater monitoring, free product monitoring and 
removal, soil disposal, and remediation system installation and operation. He has conducted site 
inspections to meet the requirements of SWPPs, SPCCs and PIPPs at industrial sites. Mr. Lindberg 
is also experienced in preparing bid specifications, work plans, supervising field operations and 
remediation activities, coordinating and conducting sampling activities and permitting. He has 
coordinated the sampling and disposal/recycling of nonhazardous and hazardous materials for 
clients. 

Certifications 
 Licensed Asbestos Inspector, State of Michigan (A35442)
 OSHA 40-Hour Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response
 Mine Safety and Health Administration 24-Hour Training
 State of Michigan Storm Water Management Operator - Construction Site (C-12598)
 State of Michigan Storm Water Management Operator - Industrial Site (I-08446)
 American Red Cross First Aid and CPR

Education 
 B.S. – Industrial Technology, Northern Michigan University, Marquette, Michigan

Professional Affiliations
 Marquette County Brownfield Redevelopment Authority Board Member, 2010 to Present
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Helen Amiri, EIT 
Staff Engineer 
hamiri@trimediaee.com 
 
Summary of Professional Experience 
Ms. Helen Amiri is an environmental engineer with an educational background centered on practical 
application. As part of her master’s program, she served in the South Pacific as a Peace Corps 
Water and Sanitation Hygiene Specialist, working with rural island communities, government 
agencies, and international nongovernmental organizations to improve water and sanitation 
infrastructure.  
 
Ms. Amiri has experience which includes consulting with industry for stormwater compliance, 
wastewater treatment and hazardous material disposal. She has experience writing Phase I 
Environmental Site Assessments and has assisted with air quality compliance reporting. She has 
written environmental baselines to establish conservation easements and has experience 
performing conservation compliance monitoring. 
 
Ms. Amiri has years of experience in drilling environments, supporting domestic well water and 
geotechnical drilling teams in isolated settings. Prior to joining TriMedia, she was co-owner of a 
drilling company in Vanuatu, where she coordinated with diverse teams on a variety of development 
projects. 
 
Certifications 
 E.I.T., State of Michigan 
 OSHA 40-Hour Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response 
 Mine Safety and Health Administration 24-Hour Training 
 State of Michigan Storm Water Operator – Construction Sites (#23518) 
 State of Michigan Storm Water Operator – Industrial Sites (#18931)  
 American Heart Association CPR and First Aid 

 
Education 
 M.S. – Environmental Engineering, Michigan Technological University, Houghton, 

Michigan. 
 Graduate Certificate – Sustainable Water Resource Systems, Michigan Technological 

University, Houghton, Michigan. 
 M.A. (Hons.) – International Relations and Film Studies, University of St. Andrews, St. 

Andrews, United Kingdom. 
 

 Professional Affiliations 
 Marquette County Solid Waste Management Authority Board Member, 2022 to Present 
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Ryan Whaley, CHMM, REHS 
Environmental Manager 
rwhaley@trimediaee.com 
 
Summary of Professional Experience   
Mr. Whaley lends his expertise on projects involving subsurface soil and water characterization, 
environmental site assessments, and regulatory compliance.  
 
Mr. Whaley has considerable experience in the environmental and regulatory compliance industry.  
Areas of expertise include underground storage tank management, site characterization and 
investigation, remediation, environmental monitoring and permitting, waste management, 
brownfield redevelopment, environmental drilling and the investigation and cleanup of accidental 
spills. 
 
Additionally, Mr. Whaley supports client communication through development of written reports and 
correspondence, dissemination and compilation of technical data, project planning and scheduling, 
and familiarity with environmental regulations.   
 
Mr. Whaley completed his Bachelor of Science degree from Ball State University in Natural 
Resources and Environmental Management with an emphasis on Land Management. 
 
Certifications 
 CHMM – Certified Hazardous Material Manager – Institute of Hazardous Materials 

Managers (IHMM) 
 REHS/RS – Registered Environmental Health Specialist/Registered Sanitarian - National 

Environmental Health Association (NEHA) 
 OSHA 40-Hour Hazardous Waste Operation and Emergency Response 

 
Education 
 BS – Natural Resources and Environmental Management, Ball State University, Muncie, 

Indiana 
 

 Professional Affiliations 
 National Ground Water Association 
 Certified Hazardous Materials Managers of Michigan 
 Former Executive Board Member for the Michigan Environmental Health Association 

(MEHA) 
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1.0 SUMMARY 

TriMedia Environmental & Engineering Services, LLC (TriMedia) was retained by Sawyer 
International Airport and Business Center to complete a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment 
(Phase I ESA) of a property located at 516 H Avenue in Gwinn, Michigan (“subject property”). The 
Phase I ESA was conducted in general accordance with American Society for Testing and Materials 
(ASTM) Standard Practice for Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessment Process (E1527-13). 

After a review of environmental records, site reconnaissance, review of historical data, and select 
interviews, TriMedia found indication of one (1) Recognized Environmental Condition (REC) and 
one (1) Controlled Recognized Environmental Condition (CREC) associated with the subject 
property. The identified REC includes: 

 A site of environmental contamination (K.I. Sawyer AFB-ST-04) with documented soil and
groundwater contamination has active land use controls, including a restriction on the use
of groundwater. The subject property is located within the groundwater use restriction area.
The groundwater use restriction presents a REC to the subject property.

The identified CREC includes: 

 Building 414 was formerly used for Entomology by the air force with the historical use and
storage of pesticides and herbicides on the subject property. The potential release of
hazardous chemicals related to the former Entomology activities may have impacted the
soil and groundwater on the subject property.

2.0 INTRODUCTION 

2.1 LOCATION AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION

The subject property is located at 516 H Avenue in Gwinn, Michigan. The subject property 
consists of Building 414 which is 2,719 square feet and located north of A Avenue in Gwinn, 
Michigan. A legal description is contained in Appendix B. 

The location of the subject property is presented in Figure 1 and Figure 2, located in 
Appendix A. Please refer to Appendix C for photographs of the subject property and 
surrounding properties.  

2.2 PURPOSE 
The purpose of the Phase I ESA was to evaluate the subject property for the presence of 
RECs (as defined by ASTM E1527-13).  This investigative effort was conducted to provide 
the prospective owner with a basis for asserting landowner liability protections and defenses 
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(should landowner liability protections and defenses become necessary) under the 
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 
(CERCLA) (42 U.S.C. et seq.) and applicable state law. 
 
This evaluation was conducted in general accordance with ASTM Standard Practice for 
Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process (E1527-
13).  Performance of this Phase I ESA is intended to reduce, but not eliminate, uncertainty 
regarding environmental matters, while recognizing reasonable limits of time and cost.   
 
The following terms and acronyms may appear in this report: 

 
1. Aboveground Storage Tank (AST) – any tank that currently is or has in the past been 

used to contain hazardous substances or petroleum products, and which is located at 
least 90% above surface grade. 

 
2. Activity and Use Limitations (AULs) – legal (institutional controls) or physical 

(engineering controls) restrictions or limitations on the use of, or access to, a site or 
facility: (1) to reduce or eliminate potential exposure to hazardous substances or 
petroleum products in the soil, soil vapor, groundwater, and/or surface water on the 
property, or (2) to prevent activities that could interfere with the effectiveness of a 
response action, in order to ensure maintenance of a condition of no significant risk to 
public health or the environment.  

 
3.  Adjoining Property – any real property or properties the border of which is contiguous or 

partially contiguous with that of the subject property, or that would be contiguous or 
partially contiguous with that of the subject property but for a street, road, or other public 
thoroughfare separating them.     

 
4. Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generator (CESQG) – handler generates, 

transports, stores, or treats one hundred (100) kilograms or less of hazardous waste per 
calendar month and accumulates one thousand (1000) kilograms or less of hazardous 
waste at any time. 

 
5. Controlled Recognized Environmental Condition (CREC) – a recognized environmental 

condition resulting from a past release of hazardous substances or petroleum products 
that has been addressed to the satisfaction of applicable regulatory authority (for 
example, as evidenced by the issuance of a no further action letter or equivalent, or 
meeting risk-based criteria established by regulatory authority), with hazardous 
substances or petroleum products allowed to remain in place subject to the 
implementation of required controls (for example, property use restrictions, activity and 
use limitations, institutional controls, or engineering controls).  A CREC is to be listed in 
the findings section of the Phase I ESA report, and as a REC in the conclusions section 
of the Phase I ESA. 
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6. De minimis condition – a condition that generally does not present a threat to human 
health or the environment and that generally would not be the subject of an enforcement 
action if brought to the attention of appropriate governmental agencies.  Conditions 
determined to be de minimis conditions are not recognized environmental conditions nor 
controlled recognized environmental conditions. 

 
7. EGLE – Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy, formerly the 

Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) prior to April 22, 2019.   
 

8. Environmental Lien - a charge, security, or encumbrance upon title to a property to 
secure payment of a cost, damage, debt, obligation, or duty arising out of response 
actions, clean-up, or other remediation of hazardous substances or petroleum products 
upon a property, including (but not limited to) liens imposed pursuant to CERCLA 42 
USC 9607(1) & 9607(r) and similar state or local laws. 

 
9. Fire Insurance Maps - maps produced for private fire insurance companies (i.e., 

Sanborn Maps) that indicate historical uses of properties at specific dates. 
 
10. Hazardous Substance - a substance defined as a hazardous substance pursuant to 

CERCLA 42 USC 9601(14) as interpreted by EPA regulations and the courts. 
 

11. Historical Recognized Environmental Condition (HREC) – a past release of any 
hazardous substances or petroleum products that has occurred in connection with the 
property and has been addressed to the satisfaction of the applicable regulatory 
authority or meeting unrestricted use criteria established by a regulatory authority, 
without subjecting the property to any required controls (for example, property use 
restrictions, activity and use restrictions, institutional controls, or engineering controls).    

 
12. Large Quantity Generator (LQG) – handler generates, transports, stores, or treats over 

one thousand (1000) kilograms of hazardous waste or over one kilogram of acutely 
hazardous waste per calendar month. 

 
13. LUST – an underground storage tank on the State of Michigan list of leaking 

underground storage tank sites. 
 

14. Material Threat – a physically observable or obvious threat which is reasonably likely to 
lead to a release that is threatening and may result in a negative impact to public health 
or the environment. 

 
15. Migrate/migration – for purposes of this practice, “migrate” and “migration” refers to the 

movement of hazardous substance or petroleum products in any form, including, for 
example, solid and liquid at the surface or subsurface, and vapor in the subsurface. 
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16. PCB - Polychlorinated Biphenyl. 
 

17. Petroleum Products - petroleum, including crude oil or any fraction thereof which is not 
otherwise specifically listed or designated as a hazardous substance under CERCLA 42 
USC, including natural gas, natural gas liquids, and synthetic gas usable for fuel.  
 

18. Physical Setting Sources - sources that provide information about the geologic, 
hydrogeologic, or topographical characteristics of the site. 

 
19. Reasonably Ascertainable - information that is (1) publicly available, (2) obtainable from 

a source within reasonable time and cost constraints, and (3) practically reviewable. 
 

20. Recognized Environmental Condition (REC) – the presence or likely presence of any 
hazardous substances or petroleum products in, on, or at a property: (1) due to release 
to the environment; (2) under conditions indicative of a release to the environment; or 
(3) under conditions that pose a material threat of a future release to the environment.  
De minimis conditions are not recognized environmental conditions. 

 
21. Small Quantity Generator (SQG) – handler generates, transports, stores, or treats more 

than one hundred (100) and less than one thousand (1,000) kilograms of hazardous 
waste during any calendar month and accumulates less than six thousand (6,000) 
kilograms of hazardous waste at any time. 

 
22. Underground Storage Tank (UST) - any tank, including underground piping connected 

to the tank, that is or has been used to contain hazardous substances or petroleum 
products and the volume of which is 10% or more beneath surface grade. 

 
23. Vapor Encroachment Condition (VEC) – the presence or likely presence of chemical of 

concern (COC) vapors in the subsurface of the subject property caused by the release 
of vapors from contaminated soil or groundwater either on or near the subject property 
as identified by Tier 1 or Tier 2 procedures outlined in ASTM Standard Guide for Vapor 
Encroachment Screening on Property Involved in Real Estate Transactions (E2600-10).  

 
24. Very Small Quantity Generators (VSQG) (formerly Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity 

Generator (CESQG)) – handler generates, transports, stores, or treats one hundred 
(100) kilograms or less of hazardous waste per calendar month and accumulates one 
thousand (1000) kilograms or less of hazardous waste at any time. 

 

2.3 DETAILED SCOPE OF SERVICES 
This Phase I ESA is based on the scope of services defined in the TriMedia Technical and 
Cost Proposal dated September 26, 2022, and accepted by Mr. Gerald Corkin, Chairperson 
of the Marquette County Board of Commissioners, on October 27, 2022.  The scope of 
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services included a site reconnaissance, regulatory and historical records review, interviews 
with individuals knowledgeable about the subject property, and development of this report 
in accordance with ASTM E1527-13, Standard Practice for Environmental Site 
Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process.  
  
The following are not typically part of an ASTM E1527-13 Phase I ESA and were not 
included in the scope of services provided by TriMedia: asbestos and radon sampling, 
groundwater sampling and analysis, mold assessment, lead-based paint inspection and 
analysis, lead in drinking water analysis, wetland delineation, regulatory compliance 
(includes health and safety), indoor air quality analysis, and Endangered Species Act.  
 

2.4 SIGNIFICANT ASSUMPTIONS 
No significant assumptions were made in this Phase I ESA.  
 

2.5 LIMITATIONS AND EXCEPTIONS 
Other than the usual time and budgetary constraints established by the Technical and Cost 
Proposal accepted by Sawyer International Airport and Business Center for this Phase I 
ESA, and the usual circumstance that not all historical sources listed in the ASTM Standard 
were reasonably ascertainable. Due to a large amount of debris and pigeon droppings 
throughout the building’s interior and a collapsed roof, a thorough inspection of all areas of 
the building’s interior was limited. No other significant limitations were encountered during 
the development of this Phase I ESA.   
 
No warranty, either expressed or implied, can be made that conditions observed at the site 
are representative of all areas of the subject property.  Data collected for this Phase I ESA 
were obtained for the purpose stated and should not be used for reasons other than those 
intended. The conditions reported herein apply only to those specific locations and times at 
which the work was completed.  Conclusions made in this Phase I ESA are based on 
reasonably ascertainable information and data and represent the professional judgment and 
interpretations of TriMedia. 
 

2.6 SPECIAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS  
 No special terms or conditions apply to this report. 
 

2.7 USER RELIANCE  
This Phase I ESA is prepared for the exclusive use and reliance of Sawyer International 
Airport and Business Center.  Use or reliance by any other party is prohibited without the 
written authorization of Sawyer International Airport and Business Center and TriMedia.  
 
Environmental conditions and regulations are continually evolving and are subject to change 
and interpretation.  Do not assume current conditions and/or regulatory positions will remain 
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constant.  Furthermore, because the data contained within this Phase I ESA are subject to 
professional interpretation, other professionals may reach differing conclusions. 

Continued viability of this report is subject to ASTM E1527-13 Sections 4.6 and 4.7.  If the 
Phase I ESA will be used by a different user (third party) than the user for whom the ESA 
was originally prepared, the third party must also satisfy the user’s responsibilities in Section 
6 of ASTM E1527-13. 

3.0 USER PROVIDED INFORMATION 

Mr. Duane DuRay, Director of Operations/Airport Manager of Sawyer International Airport and 
Business Center, completed the User Questionnaire on November 29, 2022. Mr. DuRay provided 
the following information on the subject property. 

3.1 TITLE RECORDS 
A title search and search of judicial records for environmental liens and activity and use 
limitations (AULs) were not provided by Sawyer International Airport. TriMedia assumes the 
client is evaluating this information outside the context of this report. 

3.2 ENVIRONMENTAL LIENS OR ACTIVITY AND USE LIMITATIONS 
Mr. DuRay indicated the presence of an environmental liens or AULs in connection with the 
site. Navigational precautions must be adhered to as per Part 77 of the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) regulations.  

3.3 SPECIALIZED KNOWLEDGE OR EXPERIENCE 
Mr. DuRay does not have specialized knowledge of the subject property. 

3.4 COMMONLY KNOWN OR REASONABLY ASCERTAINABLE INFORMATION 
Mr. DuRay does have knowledge of commonly known or reasonably ascertainable 
information regarding the subject property or adjoining properties. Mr. DuRay reported the 
property was previously used as part of K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base and various hazardous 
materials may have been stored or used.  He reports that currently the structure is in various 
levels of deterioration and may contain asbestos, lead-based paints, mold, and other 
hazardous materials.  

3.5 VALUATION REDUCTION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
According to Mr. DuRay the structure is believed to contain lead-based paint, asbestos, 
mold, and possibly other hazardous materials. He recommends personal protective 
equipment (PPE) when entering the structure. 
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3.6 OWNER, PROPERTY MANAGER, AND OCCUPANT INFORMATION 
Mr. DuRay oversees operations of the airport and surrounding properties. The subject 
property is currently vacant. 
 

3.7 REASONS FOR PERFORMING PHASE I ESA 
This Phase I ESA was commissioned by Sawyer International Airport and Business Center 
in connection with demolishing structures on the subject property.   
 
 

4.0 RECORDS REVIEW 

 
4.1 STANDARD ENVIRONMENTAL RECORD SOURCES 
 TriMedia conducted a review of regulatory agency files to determine if the subject property 

and/or adjacent properties are, or were, known sites of environmental contamination. 
Reasonably ascertainable environmental record sources were investigated, and standard 
sources were reviewed by TriMedia.  A summary report of the review, provided by 
Environmental Data Resources, Inc. (EDR) as the EDR Radius MapTM Report with 
GeoCheck® (EDR Radius Map Report), is included in Appendix D: Regulatory 
Documentation. A number of environmental data sources were reviewed, and documented 
sites were found within the ASTM E1527-13 search radius around the subject property.  The 
following data sources were investigated:  

 
Federal Databases 

Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Sites 

NPL 
The NPL is the USEPA’s database of uncontrolled or 
abandoned hazardous waste facilities that have been listed for 
priority remedial actions under the Superfund Program. 

1.0 0 

NPL (Proposed) Proposed National Priority List Sites 1.0 0 

NPL (Delisted) 
The NPL Delisted refers to facilities that have been removed 
from the NPL. 

1.0 0 

NPL LIENS Federal Superfund Liens Site 0 

SEMS 

The Superfund Enterprise Management System (SEMS) 
tracks hazardous waste sites, potentially hazardous waste 
sites, and remedial activities performed in support of EPA’s 
Program across the United States. The list was formerly known 
as CERCLIS, renamed SEMS by the EPA in 2015. The list 
contains data on potentially hazardous waste sites that have 
been reported to the USEPA by states, municipalities, private 
companies, and private persons, pursuant to Section 103 of 
the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, 
and Liability Act (CERCLA).  This dataset also contains sites 
which are either proposed to or on the NPL and site which are 
in the screening and assessment phase for possible inclusion 
on the NPL. 

0.5 0 
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Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Sites 

SEMS - 
ARCHIVE 

The Superfund Enterprise Management System - Archive 
tracks sites that have no further interest under the Federal 
Superfund Program. The list was formerly known as the 
CERCLIS-NFRAP, renamed by EPA in 2015. Archived sites 
have been removed and archived from the inventory of SEMS 
sites. Archived status indicates that, to the best of EPA’s 
knowledge, assessment at a site has been completed and that 
EPA has determined no further steps will be taken to list the 
site on the NPL. 

0.5 0 

RCRA 
CORRACTS/ 

TSD 

The USEPA maintains a database of RCRA facilities 
associated with treatment, storage, and disposal (TSD) of 
hazardous waste that are undergoing “corrective action.”  A 
“corrective action” order is issued when there has been a 
release of hazardous waste or constituents into the 
environment from a RCRA facility. 

1.0 0 

RCRA Non-
CORRACTS/ 

TSD 

The RCRA Non-CORRACTS/TSD Database is a compilation 
by the USEPA of facilities which report storage, transportation, 
treatment, or disposal of hazardous waste.  Unlike the RCRA 
CORRACTS/TSD database, the RCRA Non-CORRACTS/TSD 
database does not include RCRA facilities where corrective 
action is required. 

0.5 0 

RCRA 
Generators 

The RCRA Generators database, maintained by the USEPA, 
lists facilities that generate hazardous waste as part of their 
normal business practices.  Generators are listed as large, 
small, or conditionally exempt.  LQGs produce at least 1000 
kg/month of non-acutely hazardous waste or 1 kg/month of 
acutely hazardous waste.  SQGs produce 100-1000 kg/month 
of non-acutely hazardous waste.  VSQGs are those that 
generate less than 100 kg/month of non-acutely hazardous 
waste. 

0.25 3 

RCRA NonGen / 
NLR 

The RCRA-NonGen database, maintained by the USEPA, lists 
facilities that were previously listed in the RCRA Generators 
database but no longer generate hazardous waste as part of 
their normal business practices (No Longer Regulated).   

0.25 2 

ERNS 
The ERNS is a listing compiled by the USEPA on reported 
releases of petroleum and hazardous substances to the air, soil 
and/or water. 

Subject 
Property 

0 

HMIRS Hazardous Materials Information Reporting System 
Subject 
Property 

0 
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Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Sites 

IC / EC 

A listing of sites with engineering and/or institutional controls in 
place.  Engineering controls include various forms of caps, 
building foundations, liners, and treatment methods to create 
pathway elimination for regulated substances to enter 
environmental media or effect human health.  Institutional 
controls include administrative measures, such as 
groundwater use restrictions, construction restrictions, 
property use restrictions, and post remediation care 
requirements intended to prevent exposure to contaminants 
remaining on site.  Deed restrictions are generally required as 
part of the institutional controls. 

0.5 0 

DOD Department of Defense Sites 1.0 0 

FUDS Formerly Used Defense Sites 1.0 1 

US 
BROWNFIELDS 

A listing of Brownfield Sites 0.5 3 

CONSENT Superfund (CERCLA) Consent Decrees 1.0 0 

ROD Records of Decision 1.0 0 

UMTRA Uranium Mill Tailings Sites 0.5 0 

ODI Open Dump Inventory 0.5 0 

TRIS Toxic Chemical Release Inventory System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

TSCA Toxic Substances Control Act 
Subject 
Property 

0  

FTTS FIFRA/TSCA Tracking System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

SSTS Section 7 Tracking Systems 
Subject 
Property 

0 

ICIS Integrated Compliance Information System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

LUCIS Land Use Control Information System 0.5 0 

RADINFO Radiation Information Database 
Subject 
Property 

0 

CDL Clandestine Drug Labs 
Subject 
Property 

0 

PADS PCB Activity Database System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

MLTS Material Licensing Tracking System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

MINES Mines Master Index File 0.25 0 

ECHO Enforcement and Compliance History Information 
Subject 
Property 

0 

FINDS Facility Index System/Facility Registry System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

RAATS RCRA Administrative Action Tracking System 
Subject 
Property 

0 
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Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Sites 

2020 COR Action 

The EPA has set ambitious goals for the RCRA Corrective 
Action program by creating the 2020 Corrective Action 
Universe. This RCRA cleanup baseline includes facilities 
expected to need corrective action. 

0.25 0

State Databases 

Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Facilities 

State Hazardous 
Waste 

EGLE maintains a database of state equivalent CERCLIS 
facilities in the State of Michigan. 

1.0 0

SWF/LF 
EGLE maintains a database of solid waste disposal facilities 
and landfills in the State of Michigan. 

0.5 0

LUST 
EGLE has compiled a database of Leaking Underground 
Storage Tank in the State of Michigan. 

0.5 6

UST 
EGLE has compiled a database of registered Underground 
Storage Tanks in the State of Michigan. 

0.25 7

AST 
EGLE has compiled a database of registered Aboveground 
Storage Tanks in the State of Michigan. 

0.25 4

BEA 
EGLE maintains a listing of properties in which a Baseline 
Environmental Assessment (BEA) has been conducted.   

0.5 0

AUL Sites with institutional and/or engineering controls in place. 0.5 1 

AIRS Permit and Emissions Inventory Data 0.001 0 

DRYCLEANERS 
EGLE maintains a list of dry cleaning facilities in the State of 
Michigan.   

0.25 0

LIENS 
EGLE maintains a list of liens placed on a property due to an 
environmental condition.   

Subject 
Property 

0 

BROWNFIELDS Brownfields Site Location Listing 0.5 0 

SPILLS The State of Michigan maintains a list of spills 
Subject 
Property 

0 

Inventory Inventory of Facilities 0.5 3 

Part 201 
EGLE maintains a database of “facilities” as defined by Part 
201 

1.0 5

WDS Waste Data System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

Tribal Databases 

Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Facilities 

INDIAN 
RESERVE 

Indian Reservations 1.0 0 

INDIAN LUST Leaking Underground Storage Tanks on Indian land 0.5 0 

INDIAN UST 
EGLE has compiled a database of registered Underground 
Storage Tanks on Indian land in the State of Michigan. 

0.25 0
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EDR Proprietary Records 

Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Facilities 

Manufactured 
Gas Plants 

EDR Proprietary Manufactured Gas Plants 1.0 0 

Historical Auto 
Stations 

EDR Exclusive Historic Gas Stations 0.25 2 

Historical Dry 
Cleaners 

EDR Exclusive Historic Dry Cleaners 0.25 0 

 
The following table summarizes the site-specific information provided by the database 
and/or gathered by this office for identified facilities. Sites are listed in order of proximity to 
the subject property. Distances of most of the sites were adjusted to field observed and/or 
mapped distances and should be considered approximate. In addition to the cited site-
specific information, EDR provides a generalized approximate groundwater flow direction 
based on surface topography (EDR Radius Map, Groundwater Flow Direction Information). 
According to EDR, the groundwater flow direction is to the southwest. Prior professional 
knowledge indicates groundwater flow is locally to the southeast towards Silver Lead Creek. 
Local groundwater depth is estimated to be greater than60 feet below grade based on static 
water level data obtained from a 2020 Annual Groundwater Report for the United States Air 
Force Civil Engineer Center. 
 
Additional discussion for selected sites may follow the summary table. 
 

Listed Sites 

Site Name and Location Estimated Distance/Direction/Gradient Database Listings 

KI Sawyer AFB–ST-04 
Avenue A 

Approximately 360 feet / East / Side 
gradient 

Inventory, Part 201 

Building 412 
D Avenue 

Approximately 1,230 feet / North / Up 
gradient 

UST, LUST 

KI Sawyer AFB–SS-17 
Avenue A 

Approximately 1.07 miles feet / North / Up 
gradient 

Inventory, Part 201 

225 Airport Road 
Approximately 1.08 miles / North / Up 

gradient 

PFAS, AUL, WDS, RCRA-
VSQG, FUDS, Inventory, 

Part 201, BEA 

 
Subject Property 
The subject property is not listed on the EDR Radius Map™ Report. 
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KI Sawyer AFB–ST-04 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed K.I. Sawyer AFB–ST-04 on the Part 201 and Inventory 
databases. K.I. Sawyer AFB–ST-04 is located on A Avenue, although an exact street 
address is not provided. The Remediation Information Data Exchange (RIDE) database is 
used by EGLE’s Remediation and Redevelopment Division (RRD) to share information 
related to a variety of contaminated properties. The RIDE entry for K.I. Sawyer AFB-ST-04 
indicates contaminants at the site involved petroleum volatile and semi volatile organic 
compounds. Documentation regarding K.I. Sawyer AFB–ST-04 shows a soil use restriction 
east of the subject property and a groundwater use restriction including the subject property 
extending towards Silver Lead Creek. The groundwater use restriction remains active due 
to contaminant levels. Due to the proximity of the groundwater use restriction and potential 
of contamination to migrate to the subject property, K.I. Sawyer AFB–ST-04 is considered 
a REC.  

Building 412 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 412 on D Avenue on the UST and LUST 
databases. However, Building 412  is physically located on F Avenue between Buildings 
421 and 422. The listing uses Building 412 as part of the street address and KI Sawyer AFB 
is listed as the primary name for the facility. Further examination of the Michigan UST 
database indicates records of one UST associated with Building 412 (Facility ID: 00006520). 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-091127-15 15,000 Gasoline 02/05/1958 01/01/1992

Documentation from LARA confirms a release (C-0622-89) on October 4,1989 which was 
detected during a failed tank tightness test. A handwritten note on a release form indicates 
some soil was removed. The EDR Radius Map™ Report shows the release was closed on 
January 1, 1993, although no documentation from LARA confirming the closure was 
available. Electronic correspondence from EGLE indicated no records were on file regarding 
Building 412 or C-0622-89. Given the relative distance and upgradient position of Building 
412 to the subject property, Building 412 is considered a REC. 

KI Sawyer AFB – SS-17 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed K.I. Sawyer AFB–SS-17 on the Part 201 and Inventory 
databases. K.I. Sawyer AFB–SS-17 is listed at 225 Airport Road, although the EDR Radius Map 
indicates the listing to be located southwest from 225 Airport Road. Documentation regarding 
Site SS-17 shows a soil use restriction under the operations apron at Sawyer International 
Airport and a groundwater use restriction extending from the operations apron east beyond Kelly 
Johnson Memorial Highway. The groundwater use restriction remains active due to contaminant 
levels. Ongoing groundwater monitoring indicates the contamination plume has decreased in 
size over several years. Given the decreasing size of the plume, the ongoing groundwater 
monitoring activities, and relative distance of the contamination plume from the subject property, 
K.I. Sawyer AFB–SS-17 is not considered a REC.
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225 Airport Road 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed the US Transportation Security Administration (TSA) 
located at 225 Airport Road on the PFAS, RCRA-VSQG, AUL, and WDS databases. The 
RCRA-VSQG designation indicates TSA is a very small quantity generator of hazardous 
waste. The WDS entry for TSA contains operator information, but otherwise does not list 
activities, including any history of inspections or violations. The PFAS listing refers to the 
chemicals per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) which are a class of compounds not 
currently in scope for Phase I ESAs. A land use restriction is detailed in a declaration of 
restrictive covenants, which primarily restricts the use of groundwater. The land closest to 
the subject property in the declaration of restrictive covenants is designated as FT-07, 
located north of the domestic airport terminal.  
 
At the same address, K.I. Sawyer Airforce Base is listed on the FUDS, Inventory, Part 201, 
and BEA databases. The Federal Used Defense Sites (FUDS) listing showed a preliminary 
assessment had been performed at K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base and no projects were 
planned for that location. The BEA entry indicates a Baseline Environmental Assessment 
was performed to document existing contamination. Two BEAs are on file for 225 Airport 
Road, however, electronic mail correspondence from the EGLE’s Remediation and 
Redevelopment Division indicates that file information has been misplaced and is 
unavailable.  
 
Documentation regarding long term groundwater monitoring, obtained through EGLE, 
indicates multiple areas impacted by contamination throughout the former Air Force Base. 
The site designated “K.I. Sawyer AFB – SS-17” shows a soil use restriction under the 
operations apron at Sawyer International Airport and a groundwater use restriction 
extending from the operations apron east beyond Kelly Johnson Memorial Highway. The 
groundwater use restriction remains active due to contaminant levels. Ongoing groundwater 
monitoring indicates the contamination plume has decreased in size over several years. 
Given the decreasing size of the plume, the ongoing groundwater monitoring activities, and 
relative distance of the contamination plume from the subject property, this is not considered 
a REC. 

 
Other Sites 
The remaining sites listed on the EDR Radius Map™ Report do not represent environmental 
concerns to the subject property based upon regulatory status, presumed groundwater flow 
direction, and/or relative distance from the property. 
   
Please refer to Appendix D for a copy of the EDR Radius Map Report.    
 

4.2 ADDITIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL RECORD SOURCES 
TriMedia submitted a FOIA request to the FOIA Coordinator for EGLE located in Lansing, 
Michigan for file information for the subject property. Electronic mail correspondence from 
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the EGLE’s Remediation and Redevelopment Division indicates that file information does 
not exist for the subject property.  

4.3 PHYSICAL SETTING SOURCES 
TriMedia used a United States Geological Survey (USGS) Topographic Map and EDR’s 
GeoCheck® option to obtain information regarding the subject property’s physical setting 
(i.e., soils, geology, hydrology, etc.).  A discussion of the physical setting features is included 
in Section 5.2.4.  

4.4 HISTORICAL USE INFORMATION ON THE PROPERTY 
TriMedia reviewed standard historical sources, as identified in E1527-13, to identify potential 
RECs associated with historical use of the property.  TriMedia subcontracted EDR to provide 
the following standard historical sources: 

4.4.1 Historical Aerial Photographs 
The EDR Aerial Photo Decade Package provided TriMedia with historical aerial photographs 
from 1939, 1951, 1964, 1975, 1981, 1993, 1998, 2006, 2009, 2012, and 2016. Selected 
photographs are summarized below. 

Historical Aerial Photographs 

Direction Description 

Subject Property 
No structures are visible on the subject property in the photograph from 1939. The 
earliest runway is visible in the aerial photograph from 1951. A structure is visible 
on the subject property in the 1964 through 2016 aerial photographs.  

North 

North of the subject property, no structures are visible in the photograph from 1939. 
The earliest runway is visible in the aerial photograph from 1951. A structure is 
visible north of the subject property from the 1964 through the 2016 aerial 
photographs. 

East 

East of the subject property, no structures are visible in the photograph from 1939. 
The earliest runway is visible in the aerial photograph from 1951. Tanks are visible 
east of the subject property from the 1964 through the 1993 aerial photographs. 
The tanks were removed and land appears vacant east of the subject property in 
the 1998 through 2012 aerial photographs. In the 2016 aerial photograph, land east 
of the subject property appears to contain a retention pond and construction 
materials. 

South 

South of the subject property, no structures are visible in the photograph from 1939. 
The earliest runway is visible in the aerial photograph from 1951. The land adjacent 
to the south of the subject property is partially vegetated from the 1964 through the 
2016 aerial photographs. 

West 

West of the subject property, no structures are visible in the photograph from 1939. 
The earliest runway is visible in the aerial photograph from 1951. A structure is 
visible southwest of the subject property from the 1964 through the 2016 aerial 
photographs. 
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4.4.2 Historical Topographic Maps 
The EDR Historical Topographic Map Report provided TriMedia with historical USGS 
topographic maps from 1932, 1952, 1975, 1985, 2014, 2017, and 2019.  Note that the 2014, 
2017 and 2019 maps only depict topography, roads and streets, and land cover.   
 

Historical Topographic Maps 

Direction Description 

Subject Property 

The subject property appears undeveloped in the earliest map from 1932. In the 
1952 topographic map, the original runway is visible. In the 1975 map, a structure 
on the subject property is depicted. The subject property appears developed in the 
topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

North 

The lands north of the subject property appear undeveloped in the 1932 map. In 
the 1952 topographic map, the original runway is visible. In the 1975 map, a 
structure north of the subject property is depicted. Lands north of the subject 
property appear developed in the topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

East 

The lands east of the subject property appear undeveloped in the 1932 map. In the 
1952 topographic map, the original runway is visible. In the 1975 map, structures 
east of the subject property (possibly tanks) are depicted. Lands east of the subject 
property appear developed in the topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

South 

The lands south of the subject property appear undeveloped in the 1932 map. In 
the 1952 topographic map, the original runway is visible. In the 1975 map, a 
structure south of the subject property, south of A Avenue, is depicted. Lands south 
of the subject property appear developed in the topographic maps from 2014 to 
2019. 

West 

The land west of the subject property appears undeveloped in the 1932 map. In 
the 1952 topographic map, the original runway is visible. In the 1975 map, a 
structure west of the subject property is depicted along the runway. Lands 
southwest of the subject property appear developed in the topographic maps from 
2014 to 2019. 

 
4.4.3 Historical City Directories 
The EDR City Directory Abstract provided TriMedia with historical business directory (Polk’s 
City Directory) listings for the subject property’s address or addresses in proximity to the 
subject property.  Based on the request, EDR indicated City Directory listings were not 
available for the subject property and surrounding area. 
 
4.4.4 Historical Fire Insurance Maps 
Historical fire insurance maps (Sanborn Maps) were requested from EDR to evaluate past 
uses of the subject property and surrounding properties. Based on the request, EDR 
indicated Sanborn Maps were not available for the subject property and surrounding area.  

4.5 HISTORICAL USE INFORMATION ON SUBJECT PROPERTY 
Based on the previously described environmental records and historical sources, the current 
structure on the subject property first appeared in 1958 for Entomology on K.I. Sawyer Air 
Force Base. Since the closure of the air force base in 1995, the building has been vacant. 
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Please refer to Appendix E for copies of the aerial photographs, topographic maps, and City 
Directories.  

4.6 HISTORICAL USE INFORMATION ON ADJOINING PROPERTIES 
Based on the previously described environmental records and historical sources, the area 
surrounding the subject property was generally developed concurrently or following the 
construction of the subject property. Adjacent to the north of the subject property is Building 
420. Building 420 was used for explosive ordinance disposal and constructed in 1976. East
of the subject property is Building 405, a supply/equipment shed constructed in 1967.
Building 400, the weapons release shop southwest of the subject property on the runway,
was built in 1956. Building 407, a vehicle parking building northwest of the subject property
along H Avenue, was built in 1983.

4.7 RECORDS REVIEW SUMMARY 
Based on a review of historical information, the subject property was developed in 1958 for 
Entomology on K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. Since the closure of the air force base in 1995, 
the building has been vacant. Other sections of the former air force base were developed at 
the same time or following the construction of the subject property. 

5.0 SITE RECONNAISSANCE 

5.1 METHODOLOGY AND LIMITING CONDITIONS 
TriMedia, represented by Mr. Lance Lindberg, Senior Scientist, conducted a site 
reconnaissance of the subject property on November 7, 2022. Weather conditions at the 
time of site reconnaissance were overcast with a temperature of approximately 35 degrees 
Fahrenheit (°F). 

The site reconnaissance included the following:  

 Observation of the subject property, the subject property interior areas, and adjacent
properties for indications of RECs;

 Visual and physical observation of the periphery of the subject property and structures
made by walking the perimeter of the subject property, and crisscrossing the site to
identify points of interest;

 Observation of, surrounding properties, and,

 Interviews with individuals, as available, familiar with the subject property’s history and
potential environmental liabilities.
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5.2 GENERAL SITE SETTING 
 

5.2.1 Current Uses of the Subject Property 
The subject property is currently vacant.  
 
5.2.2 Past Uses of the Subject Property  
Based on historical sources, the subject property was built in 1958 for the Entomology on 
K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. Since the closure of the air force base in 1995, the building has 
been vacant. 
 
5.2.3 Current and Past Uses of Surrounding Properties 
Based on the review of previously described environmental records and historical sources, 
and the completion of site reconnaissance activities, the area surrounding the subject 
property was generally developed concurrently or following the construction of the subject 
property in 1958. The official opening of K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base occurred on May 8, 
1959. Building 420 was used for explosive ordinance disposal and constructed in 1976. East 
of the subject property is Building 405, a supply/equipment shed constructed in 1967. 
Building 400, the weapons release shop southwest of the subject property on the runway, 
was built in 1956. Building 407, a vehicle parking building northwest of the subject property 
along H Avenue, was built in 1983. 
 
5.2.4 Geologic, Hydrogeologic, and Topographic Conditions 
The subject property is situated approximately 1,185 feet above mean sea level. The 
surrounding area topography is relatively flat, generally sloping to the south. The geology of 
the area consists of Cambrian stratified rock. The naturally occurring soil type on the subject 
property is Udipsamments, characterized as well drained to excessively drained sands and 
gravels. Local groundwater flow is estimated to be to the southeast in the direction of Silver 
Lead Creek. Silver Lead Creek is located approximately 3,150 feet from the subject property. 
 
5.2.5 General Description of Structures 
The subject property contains the former Entomology building for the air force base. The 
building is 2,719 square feet and is constructed of concrete block, wood and metal with a 
slab on grade foundation. An octagonal shaped heat treatment room with a furnace or oven 
is located at the northwest corner of the building. A small building used to store pesticides 
and herbicides is located on the southeast side of the building. 
 
5.2.6 Roads and Utilities 
The subject property is located on the eastern side of H Avenue. Parking is available west 
of the structure, accessible from H Avenue.  
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Utilities available to the subject property consist of gas, electrical, cable/internet, and 
telephone service.  A municipal water supply and wastewater treatment facilities serve the 
subject property.  
 

5.3 SITE OBSERVATIONS 
The following table summarizes site observations and interviews. Affirmative responses 
(designated by an “X”) are discussed in more detail following the table.  Photographs of select 
items observed at the subject property are included in Appendix C. 
 

Site Features 

Category Item or Feature Observed 

Site Operations, 
Processes, and 

Equipment 

Emergency generators  

Elevators  

Air compressors  

Hydraulic lifts  

Dry cleaning  

Photo processing  

Laboratory hoods and/or incinerators  

Waste treatment systems and/or water treatment systems  

Heating and/or cooling systems X 

Other processes or equipment X 

Aboveground 
Chemical or Waste 

Storage 

Aboveground storage tanks X 

Drums, barrels and/or containers  5 gallons  

SDS  

Underground 
Chemical or Waste 

Storage, Drainage or 
Collection Systems 

Underground storage tanks or ancillary UST equipment  

Sumps, cisterns, catch basins and/or dry wells  

Grease traps  

Septic tanks and/or leach fields  

Oil/water separators  

Pipeline markers  

Interior floor drains  

Electrical 
Transformers/ PCBs 

Pad or pole mounted transformers and/or capacitors  

Other equipment  

Releases or Potential 
Releases 

Stressed vegetation  

Stained soil   

Stained pavement or similar surface  

Leachate and/or waste seeps  

Trash, debris and/or other waste materials  

Dumping or disposal areas  

Construction/demolition debris and/or dumped fill dirt  

Surface water discoloration, odor, sheen, and/or free-floating 
product 

 

Strong, pungent, or noxious odors   

Exterior pipe discharges and/or other effluent discharges  
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Category Item or Feature Observed 

Other Notable Site 
Features 

Surface water bodies 

Quarries or pits 

Wells

Site Operations, Processes, and Equipment 

Heating and/or Cooling Systems 
The building is heated using of a natural gas furnace. A heated octagonal chamber on the 
northwest corner of the building may have been used for the captivity and study of insects. 
The chamber is heated with natural gas. No air conditioning units were observed. No 
environmental concerns were noted with the heating systems.  

Other processes or equipment 
The building was formerly used for entomology where the use and storage of pesticides and 
herbicides was conducted. A small building on the southeast side of the building was used 
to store the chemicals. The building still contains the signage of the former chemicals stored 
at the facility. 

Underground Chemical or Waste Storage, Drainage or Collection Systems 

Interior Floor Drains 
A floor drain was observed in a small room of the building. The floor drain is connected to 
the wastewater treatment system located on the former air force base.  

5.4 SITE RECONNAISSANCE SUMMARY  
The site reconnaissance was conducted on November 7, 2022. The site reconnaissance 
identified heating and cooling systems, pesticide and herbicide storage, and interior floor 
drains on the subject property. The former storage of pesticides and herbicides on the 
subject property represents an REC. 

6.0 INTERVIEWS 

6.1 INTERVIEW WITH OWNER 
TriMedia interviewed Mr. Duane DuRay, Director of Operations at Sawyer International 
Airport and Business Center. He became the manager of the airport in 2012 and assumed 
the role of Director of Operations in 2019. Mr. DuRay indicated the subject property is 
believed to contain lead-based paint, asbestos, mold, and possibly other hazardous 
materials. He recommended the use of PPE when entering the structure. 
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6.2 INTERVIEW WITH SITE MANAGER 
TriMedia interviewed Mr. Duane DuRay, as noted.  
 

6.3 INTERVIEW WITH OCCUPANTS 
TriMedia interviewed Mr. Duane DuRay, as noted. 
 

6.4 INTERVIEWS WITH LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 
TriMedia completed a FOIA request with Marquette County Health Department for 
environmental records (i.e., spills, releases, fires) regarding the subject property. The 
Marquette County Health Department indicated that there were no records on file associated 
with the subject property. TriMedia interviewed Mr. Ron Lauren, an officer of Forsyth 
Township Fire Department and Clerk for Forsyth Township. Mr. Lauren indicated no 
knowledge of fire at the subject property since the closure of the air force base in 1995. 
Records prior to base closure were unavailable. 
 

6.5 INTERVIEWS WITH OTHERS 
TriMedia did not interview others regarding the subject property.   
 
 

7.0 FINDINGS 

 
After a review of environmental records, site reconnaissance, review of historical data, and select 
interviews, TriMedia found indication of one (1) REC and one (1) CREC associated with the subject 
property. The identified REC includes: 
 
 A site of environmental contamination (K.I. Sawyer AFB-ST-04) with documented soil and 

groundwater contamination has active land use controls, including a restriction on the use 
of groundwater. The subject property is located within the groundwater use restriction area.  
The groundwater use restriction presents a REC to the subject property. 
 

The identified CREC includes: 
 
 Building 414 was formerly used for Entomology by the air force with the historical use and 

storage of pesticides and herbicides on the subject property. The potential release of 
hazardous chemicals related to the former Entomology activities may have impacted the 
soil and groundwater on the subject property. 
 
 

8.0 OPINION 

 
Based on reasonably ascertainable information compiled by TriMedia, as well as information and 
data provided by other select individuals and/or agencies during the completion of this Phase I ESA, 
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it is our professional opinion the results of the Phase I ESA have revealed evidence suggesting the 
presence of current environmental concerns regarding the subject property. 

9.0 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

TriMedia has performed a Phase I ESA in conformance with the scope and limitations of ASTM 
Practice E1527-13 for property located at 516 H Avenue in Gwinn, Michigan.  Any exceptions to, or 
deletions from, this practice are described in Section 10.0 of this report.  This assessment has 
revealed evidence of two (2) RECs in connection with the subject property.  Based on the results 
of the Phase I ESA, the depth of groundwater in the vicinity (>60 feet), and the intended demolition 
activities proposed for the subject property, no further evaluation of the identified RECs is required 
at this time. TriMedia does recommend the following mitigation procedures during demolition 
activities: 

 If suspect contaminated soil and/or groundwater is encountered during demolition activities,
characterization and/or monitoring of the material should be conducted during excavation
and earth moving activities.

 Demolition contractors and personnel who may encounter contaminated soil and/or
groundwater should wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) as required with
state and/or federal requirements for worker safety.

 A site-specific Health and Safety Plan (HASP) shall be the responsibility of the demolition
contractor to address the RECs identified.

10.0 DEVIATIONS 

TriMedia has performed this Phase I ESA in conformance with the scope and limitations of ASTM 
Practice E1527-13.  TriMedia relied on the information and data provided by other organizations 
specifically denoted herein. TriMedia used its education, experience, and professional judgment to 
conduct this Phase I ESA.   

11.0 ADDITIONAL SERVICES 

No additional services were included as part of this Phase I ESA.
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12.0 REFERENCES 

Name of Data Source 
Date of Initial 

Inquiry 

Date of Most 
Recently 
Provided 

Information 

Supporting 
Documentation 

Duane DuRay 
Director of Operations 
Sawyer International Airport and 
Business Center 
125 G Avenue 
Gwinn, Michigan 49841 
(906) 346-3308

November 22, 2022 December 1, 2022 User Questionnaire, 
interview information as 
noted in this report 

Marquette County Health Department 
Environmental Health 
184 U.S. 41 East 
Marquette, Michigan 49855 
(906) 475-4195
ehadmin@mqtco.org

November 23, 2022 December 7, 2022 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

EGLE – FOIA Coordinator 
Department of Environmental, Great 
Lakes, and Energy 
P.O. Box 30473 
Lansing, MI 48909-7973 
800-662-9278
EGLE-FOIA@michigan.gov

November 22, 2022 January 13, 2023 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

LARA – FOIA Coordinator  
Department of Licensing and  
Regulatory Affairs  
Ottawa Building  
611 W. Ottawa  
P.O. Box 30004  
Lansing, MI 48909-7973  
517-335-3327
LARAFOIAInfo@michigan.gov

November 25, 2022 December 21, 2022 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

Ron Lauren - Officer 
Forsyth Township Fire Department 
186 West Flint Street 
Gwinn, Michigan 49841 
(906) 346-9217

December 5, 2022 January 5, 2023 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

Environmental Data Resources Inc. 
6 Armstrong Road, 4th Floor 
Shelton, CT 06484 
1-800-352-6802

November 7, 2022 November 8, 2022 Sanborn maps, topographic 
maps, environmental 
database records, aerial 
photographs 
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13.0  SIGNATURES OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONALS 

We declare that, to the best of our professional knowledge and belief, we meet the definition of 
Environmental Professional as defined in §312.10 of 40 CFR 312.  We have specific qualifications 
based on education, training, and experience to assess a property.  We have developed and 
performed all appropriate inquiries in conformance with the standards and practices set forth in 40 
CFR Part 312. 

2/7/2023  

Lance Lindberg  Date 
Project Manager / Senior Scientist 

2/7/2023 

Helen Amiri Date 
Staff Engineer 

2/7/2023 

Ryan J. Whaley Date 
Environmental Manager 
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14.0 QUALIFICATIONS OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONALS 

Lance Lindberg 
Project Manager/Senior Scientist 
llindberg@trimediaee.com 

Summary of Professional Experience 
Mr. Lindberg is an environmental scientist with over 30 years of experience with a strong 
background in environmental due diligence. His areas of specialty include Phase I/II environmental 
site assessments and baseline environmental assessments; asbestos surveys and lead-based 
paint inspections, CERCLA and RCRA facility investigations; and soil and groundwater 
contamination and remediation. Mr. Lindberg has conducted site investigations and closures 
associated with Part 201 of Michigan’s Public Act 451 and underground storage tank (UST) 
regulations of Michigan’s Part 213 of Public Act 451. Mr. Lindberg’s experience also includes direct 
involvement with on-site activities associated with environmental investigation and remediation 
projects.  

Mr. Lindberg is responsible for project management, regulatory and client contact, evaluation and 
assessment of contaminated sites, field activities and preparation of reports. He has coordinated 
and conducted environmental investigations, groundwater monitoring, free product monitoring and 
removal, soil disposal, and remediation system installation and operation. He has conducted site 
inspections to meet the requirements of SWPPs, SPCCs and PIPPs at industrial sites. Mr. Lindberg 
is also experienced in preparing bid specifications, work plans, supervising field operations and 
remediation activities, coordinating and conducting sampling activities and permitting. He has 
coordinated the sampling and disposal/recycling of nonhazardous and hazardous materials for 
clients. 

Certifications 
 Licensed Asbestos Inspector, State of Michigan (A35442)
 OSHA 40-Hour Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response
 Mine Safety and Health Administration 24-Hour Training
 State of Michigan Storm Water Management Operator - Construction Site (C-12598)
 State of Michigan Storm Water Management Operator - Industrial Site (I-08446)
 American Red Cross First Aid and CPR

Education 
 B.S. – Industrial Technology, Northern Michigan University, Marquette, Michigan

Professional Affiliations
 Marquette County Brownfield Redevelopment Authority Board Member, 2010 to Present
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Helen Amiri, EIT 
Staff Engineer 
hamiri@trimediaee.com 
 
Summary of Professional Experience 
Ms. Helen Amiri is an environmental engineer with an educational background centered on practical 
application. As part of her master’s program, she served in the South Pacific as a Peace Corps 
Water and Sanitation Hygiene Specialist, working with rural island communities, government 
agencies, and international nongovernmental organizations to improve water and sanitation 
infrastructure.  
 
Ms. Amiri has experience which includes consulting with industry for stormwater compliance, 
wastewater treatment and hazardous material disposal. She has experience writing Phase I 
Environmental Site Assessments and has assisted with air quality compliance reporting. She has 
written environmental baselines to establish conservation easements and has experience 
performing conservation compliance monitoring. 
 
Ms. Amiri has years of experience in drilling environments, supporting domestic well water and 
geotechnical drilling teams in isolated settings. Prior to joining TriMedia, she was co-owner of a 
drilling company in Vanuatu, where she coordinated with diverse teams on a variety of development 
projects. 
 
Certifications 
 E.I.T., State of Michigan 
 OSHA 40-Hour Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response 
 Mine Safety and Health Administration 24-Hour Training 
 State of Michigan Storm Water Operator – Construction Sites (#23518) 
 State of Michigan Storm Water Operator – Industrial Sites (#18931)  
 American Heart Association CPR and First Aid 

 
Education 
 M.S. – Environmental Engineering, Michigan Technological University, Houghton, 

Michigan. 
 Graduate Certificate – Sustainable Water Resource Systems, Michigan Technological 

University, Houghton, Michigan. 
 M.A. (Hons.) – International Relations and Film Studies, University of St. Andrews, St. 

Andrews, United Kingdom. 
 

 Professional Affiliations 
 Marquette County Solid Waste Management Authority Board Member, 2022 to Present 
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Ryan Whaley, CHMM, REHS 
Environmental Manager 
rwhaley@trimediaee.com 
 
Summary of Professional Experience   
Mr. Whaley lends his expertise on projects involving subsurface soil and water characterization, 
environmental site assessments, and regulatory compliance.  
 
Mr. Whaley has considerable experience in the environmental and regulatory compliance industry.  
Areas of expertise include underground storage tank management, site characterization and 
investigation, remediation, environmental monitoring and permitting, waste management, 
brownfield redevelopment, environmental drilling and the investigation and cleanup of accidental 
spills. 
 
Additionally, Mr. Whaley supports client communication through development of written reports and 
correspondence, dissemination and compilation of technical data, project planning and scheduling, 
and familiarity with environmental regulations.   
 
Mr. Whaley completed his Bachelor of Science degree from Ball State University in Natural 
Resources and Environmental Management with an emphasis on Land Management. 
 
Certifications 
 CHMM – Certified Hazardous Material Manager – Institute of Hazardous Materials 

Managers (IHMM) 
 REHS/RS – Registered Environmental Health Specialist/Registered Sanitarian - National 

Environmental Health Association (NEHA) 
 OSHA 40-Hour Hazardous Waste Operation and Emergency Response 

 
Education 
 BS – Natural Resources and Environmental Management, Ball State University, Muncie, 

Indiana 
 

 Professional Affiliations 
 National Ground Water Association 
 Certified Hazardous Materials Managers of Michigan 
 Former Executive Board Member for the Michigan Environmental Health Association 

(MEHA) 
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1.0 SUMMARY 
 
TriMedia Environmental & Engineering Services, LLC (TriMedia) was retained by Sawyer 
International Airport and Business Center to complete a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment 
(Phase I ESA) of a property located at 605 2nd Street in Gwinn, Michigan (“subject property”). The 
Phase I ESA was conducted in general accordance with American Society for Testing and Materials 
(ASTM) Standard Practice for Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessment Process (E1527-13). 
 
After a review of environmental records, site reconnaissance, review of historical data, and select 
interviews, TriMedia found no indication of Recognized Environmental Conditions (RECs) 
associated with the subject property. 
 

 

2.0 INTRODUCTION 
 

2.1 LOCATION AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION  
The subject property is located at 605 2nd Street in Gwinn, Michigan. The subject property 
consists of Building 426 which is 12,506 square feet located southeast of the intersection of 
F Avenue and 3rd Street in Gwinn, Michigan. A legal description is contained in Appendix B. 
 
The location of the subject property is presented in Figure 1 and Figure 2, located in 
Appendix A. Please refer to Appendix C for photographs of the subject property and 
surrounding properties.  
 

2.2 PURPOSE 
The purpose of the Phase I ESA was to evaluate the subject property for the presence of 
RECs (as defined by ASTM E1527-13).  This investigative effort was conducted to provide 
the prospective owner with a basis for asserting landowner liability protections and defenses 
(should landowner liability protections and defenses become necessary) under the 
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 
(CERCLA) (42 U.S.C. et seq.) and applicable state law. 
 
This evaluation was conducted in general accordance with ASTM Standard Practice for 
Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process (E1527-
13).  Performance of this Phase I ESA is intended to reduce, but not eliminate, uncertainty 
regarding environmental matters, while recognizing reasonable limits of time and cost.   
 
The following terms and acronyms may appear in this report: 
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1. Aboveground Storage Tank (AST) – any tank that currently is or has in the past been 
used to contain hazardous substances or petroleum products, and which is located at 
least 90% above surface grade. 

 
2. Activity and Use Limitations (AULs) – legal (institutional controls) or physical 

(engineering controls) restrictions or limitations on the use of, or access to, a site or 
facility: (1) to reduce or eliminate potential exposure to hazardous substances or 
petroleum products in the soil, soil vapor, groundwater, and/or surface water on the 
property, or (2) to prevent activities that could interfere with the effectiveness of a 
response action, in order to ensure maintenance of a condition of no significant risk to 
public health or the environment.  

 
3.  Adjoining Property – any real property or properties the border of which is contiguous or 

partially contiguous with that of the subject property, or that would be contiguous or 
partially contiguous with that of the subject property but for a street, road, or other public 
thoroughfare separating them.     

 
4. Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generator (CESQG) – handler generates, 

transports, stores, or treats one hundred (100) kilograms or less of hazardous waste per 
calendar month and accumulates one thousand (1000) kilograms or less of hazardous 
waste at any time. 

 
5. Controlled Recognized Environmental Condition (CREC) – a recognized environmental 

condition resulting from a past release of hazardous substances or petroleum products 
that has been addressed to the satisfaction of applicable regulatory authority (for 
example, as evidenced by the issuance of a no further action letter or equivalent, or 
meeting risk-based criteria established by regulatory authority), with hazardous 
substances or petroleum products allowed to remain in place subject to the 
implementation of required controls (for example, property use restrictions, activity and 
use limitations, institutional controls, or engineering controls).  A CREC is to be listed in 
the findings section of the Phase I ESA report, and as a REC in the conclusions section 
of the Phase I ESA. 

 
6. De minimis condition – a condition that generally does not present a threat to human 

health or the environment and that generally would not be the subject of an enforcement 
action if brought to the attention of appropriate governmental agencies.  Conditions 
determined to be de minimis conditions are not recognized environmental conditions nor 
controlled recognized environmental conditions. 

 
7. EGLE – Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy, formerly the 

Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) prior to April 22, 2019.   
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8. Environmental Lien - a charge, security, or encumbrance upon title to a property to 
secure payment of a cost, damage, debt, obligation, or duty arising out of response 
actions, clean-up, or other remediation of hazardous substances or petroleum products 
upon a property, including (but not limited to) liens imposed pursuant to CERCLA 42 
USC 9607(1) & 9607(r) and similar state or local laws. 

 
9. Fire Insurance Maps - maps produced for private fire insurance companies (i.e., 

Sanborn Maps) that indicate historical uses of properties at specific dates. 
 
10. Hazardous Substance - a substance defined as a hazardous substance pursuant to 

CERCLA 42 USC 9601(14) as interpreted by EPA regulations and the courts. 
 

11. Historical Recognized Environmental Condition (HREC) – a past release of any 
hazardous substances or petroleum products that has occurred in connection with the 
property and has been addressed to the satisfaction of the applicable regulatory 
authority or meeting unrestricted use criteria established by a regulatory authority, 
without subjecting the property to any required controls (for example, property use 
restrictions, activity and use restrictions, institutional controls, or engineering controls).    

 
12. Large Quantity Generator (LQG) – handler generates, transports, stores, or treats over 

one thousand (1000) kilograms of hazardous waste or over one kilogram of acutely 
hazardous waste per calendar month. 

 
13. LUST – an underground storage tank on the State of Michigan list of leaking 

underground storage tank sites. 
 

14. Material Threat – a physically observable or obvious threat which is reasonably likely to 
lead to a release that is threatening and may result in a negative impact to public health 
or the environment. 

 
15. Migrate/migration – for purposes of this practice, “migrate” and “migration” refers to the 

movement of hazardous substance or petroleum products in any form, including, for 
example, solid and liquid at the surface or subsurface, and vapor in the subsurface. 

 
16. PCB - Polychlorinated Biphenyl. 

 
17. Petroleum Products - petroleum, including crude oil or any fraction thereof which is not 

otherwise specifically listed or designated as a hazardous substance under CERCLA 42 
USC, including natural gas, natural gas liquids, and synthetic gas usable for fuel.  
 

18. Physical Setting Sources - sources that provide information about the geologic, 
hydrogeologic, or topographical characteristics of the site. 
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19. Reasonably Ascertainable - information that is (1) publicly available, (2) obtainable from 
a source within reasonable time and cost constraints, and (3) practically reviewable. 

 
20. Recognized Environmental Condition (REC) – the presence or likely presence of any 

hazardous substances or petroleum products in, on, or at a property: (1) due to release 
to the environment; (2) under conditions indicative of a release to the environment; or 
(3) under conditions that pose a material threat of a future release to the environment.  
De minimis conditions are not recognized environmental conditions. 

 
21. Small Quantity Generator (SQG) – handler generates, transports, stores, or treats more 

than one hundred (100) and less than one thousand (1,000) kilograms of hazardous 
waste during any calendar month and accumulates less than six thousand (6,000) 
kilograms of hazardous waste at any time. 

 
22. Underground Storage Tank (UST) - any tank, including underground piping connected 

to the tank, that is or has been used to contain hazardous substances or petroleum 
products and the volume of which is 10% or more beneath surface grade. 

 
23. Vapor Encroachment Condition (VEC) – the presence or likely presence of chemical of 

concern (COC) vapors in the subsurface of the subject property caused by the release 
of vapors from contaminated soil or groundwater either on or near the subject property 
as identified by Tier 1 or Tier 2 procedures outlined in ASTM Standard Guide for Vapor 
Encroachment Screening on Property Involved in Real Estate Transactions (E2600-10).  

 
24. Very Small Quantity Generators (VSQG) (formerly Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity 

Generator (CESQG)) – handler generates, transports, stores, or treats one hundred 
(100) kilograms or less of hazardous waste per calendar month and accumulates one 
thousand (1000) kilograms or less of hazardous waste at any time. 

 

2.3 DETAILED SCOPE OF SERVICES 
This Phase I ESA is based on the scope of services defined in the TriMedia Technical and 
Cost Proposal dated September 26, 2022, and accepted by Mr. Gerald Corkin, Chairperson 
of the Marquette County Board of Commissioners, on October 27, 2022.  The scope of 
services included a site reconnaissance, regulatory and historical records review, interviews 
with individuals knowledgeable about the subject property, and development of this report 
in accordance with ASTM E1527-13, Standard Practice for Environmental Site 
Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process.  
  
The following are not typically part of an ASTM E1527-13 Phase I ESA and were not 
included in the scope of services provided by TriMedia: asbestos and radon sampling, 
groundwater sampling and analysis, mold assessment, lead-based paint inspection and 
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analysis, lead in drinking water analysis, wetland delineation, regulatory compliance 
(includes health and safety), indoor air quality analysis, and Endangered Species Act.  
 

2.4 SIGNIFICANT ASSUMPTIONS 
No significant assumptions were made in this Phase I ESA.  
 

2.5 LIMITATIONS AND EXCEPTIONS 
Other than the usual time and budgetary constraints established by the Technical and Cost 
Proposal accepted by Sawyer International Airport and Business Center for this Phase I 
ESA, and the usual circumstance that not all historical sources listed in the ASTM Standard 
were reasonably ascertainable, no significant limitations were encountered during the 
development of this Phase I ESA.   
 
No warranty, either expressed or implied, can be made that conditions observed at the site 
are representative of all areas of the subject property.  Data collected for this Phase I ESA 
were obtained for the purpose stated and should not be used for reasons other than those 
intended. The conditions reported herein apply only to those specific locations and times at 
which the work was completed.  Conclusions made in this Phase I ESA are based on 
reasonably ascertainable information and data and represent the professional judgment and 
interpretations of TriMedia. 
 

2.6 SPECIAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS  
 No special terms or conditions apply to this report. 
 

2.7 USER RELIANCE  
This Phase I ESA is prepared for the exclusive use and reliance of Sawyer International 
Airport and Business Center.  Use or reliance by any other party is prohibited without the 
written authorization of Sawyer International Airport and Business Center and TriMedia.  
 
Environmental conditions and regulations are continually evolving and are subject to change 
and interpretation.  Do not assume current conditions and/or regulatory positions will remain 
constant.  Furthermore, because the data contained within this Phase I ESA are subject to 
professional interpretation, other professionals may reach differing conclusions. 
 
Continued viability of this report is subject to ASTM E1527-13 Sections 4.6 and 4.7.  If the 
Phase I ESA will be used by a different user (third party) than the user for whom the ESA 
was originally prepared, the third party must also satisfy the user’s responsibilities in Section 
6 of ASTM E1527-13. 
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3.0 USER PROVIDED INFORMATION 

 
Mr. Duane DuRay, Director of Operations/Airport Manager of Sawyer International Airport and 
Business Center, completed the User Questionnaire on November 29, 2022. Mr. DuRay provided 
the following information on the subject property. 
 

3.1 TITLE RECORDS 
A title search and search of judicial records for environmental liens and activity and use 
limitations (AULs) were not provided by Sawyer International Airport. TriMedia assumes the 
client is evaluating this information outside the context of this report. 
 

3.2 ENVIRONMENTAL LIENS OR ACTIVITY AND USE LIMITATIONS 
Mr. DuRay indicated the presence of an environmental liens or AULs in connection with the 
site. Navigational precautions must be adhered to as per Part 77 of the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) regulations.  
 

3.3 SPECIALIZED KNOWLEDGE OR EXPERIENCE 
Mr. DuRay does not have specialized knowledge of the subject property. 
 

3.4 COMMONLY KNOWN OR REASONABLY ASCERTAINABLE INFORMATION 
Mr. DuRay does have knowledge of commonly known or reasonably ascertainable 
information regarding the subject property or adjoining properties. Mr. DuRay reported the 
property was previously used as part of the K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base and various 
hazardous materials may have been stored or used.  He reports that currently the structure 
is in various levels of deterioration and may contain asbestos, lead-based paints, mold, and 
other hazardous materials.  
    

3.5 VALUATION REDUCTION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
According to Mr. the structure is believed to contain lead-based paint, asbestos, mold, and 
possibly other hazardous materials. He recommends personal protective equipment (PPE) 
when entering the structure. 
 

3.6 OWNER, PROPERTY MANAGER, AND OCCUPANT INFORMATION 
Mr. DuRay oversees operations of the airport and surrounding properties. The subject 
property is currently vacant. 
 

3.7 REASONS FOR PERFORMING PHASE I ESA 
This Phase I ESA was commissioned by Sawyer International Airport and Business Center 
in connection with demolishing structures on the subject property.   
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4.0 RECORDS REVIEW 

 
4.1 STANDARD ENVIRONMENTAL RECORD SOURCES 
 TriMedia conducted a review of regulatory agency files to determine if the subject property 

and/or adjacent properties are, or were, known sites of environmental contamination. 
Reasonably ascertainable environmental record sources were investigated, and standard 
sources were reviewed by TriMedia.  A summary report of the review, provided by 
Environmental Data Resources, Inc. (EDR) as the EDR Radius MapTM Report with 
GeoCheck® (EDR Radius Map Report), is included in Appendix D: Regulatory 
Documentation. A number of environmental data sources were reviewed, and documented 
sites were found within the ASTM E1527-13 search radius around the subject property.  The 
following data sources were investigated:  

 
Federal Databases 

Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Sites 

NPL 
The NPL is the USEPA’s database of uncontrolled or 
abandoned hazardous waste facilities that have been listed for 
priority remedial actions under the Superfund Program. 

1.0 0 

NPL (Proposed) Proposed National Priority List Sites 1.0 0 

NPL (Delisted) 
The NPL Delisted refers to facilities that have been removed 
from the NPL. 

1.0 0 

NPL LIENS Federal Superfund Liens Site 0 

SEMS 

The Superfund Enterprise Management System (SEMS) 
tracks hazardous waste sites, potentially hazardous waste 
sites, and remedial activities performed in support of EPA’s 
Program across the United States. The list was formerly known 
as CERCLIS, renamed SEMS by the EPA in 2015. The list 
contains data on potentially hazardous waste sites that have 
been reported to the USEPA by states, municipalities, private 
companies, and private persons, pursuant to Section 103 of 
the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, 
and Liability Act (CERCLA).  This dataset also contains sites 
which are either proposed to or on the NPL and site which are 
in the screening and assessment phase for possible inclusion 
on the NPL. 

0.5 0 

SEMS - 
ARCHIVE 

The Superfund Enterprise Management System - Archive 
tracks sites that have no further interest under the Federal 
Superfund Program. The list was formerly known as the 
CERCLIS-NFRAP, renamed by EPA in 2015. Archived sites 
have been removed and archived from the inventory of SEMS 
sites. Archived status indicates that, to the best of EPA’s 
knowledge, assessment at a site has been completed and that 
EPA has determined no further steps will be taken to list the 
site on the NPL. 

0.5 0 
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Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Sites 

RCRA 
CORRACTS/ 

TSD 

The USEPA maintains a database of RCRA facilities 
associated with treatment, storage, and disposal (TSD) of 
hazardous waste that are undergoing “corrective action.”  A 
“corrective action” order is issued when there has been a 
release of hazardous waste or constituents into the 
environment from a RCRA facility. 

1.0 0 

RCRA Non-
CORRACTS/ 

TSD 

The RCRA Non-CORRACTS/TSD Database is a compilation 
by the USEPA of facilities which report storage, transportation, 
treatment, or disposal of hazardous waste.  Unlike the RCRA 
CORRACTS/TSD database, the RCRA Non-CORRACTS/TSD 
database does not include RCRA facilities where corrective 
action is required. 

0.5 0 

RCRA 
Generators 

The RCRA Generators database, maintained by the USEPA, 
lists facilities that generate hazardous waste as part of their 
normal business practices.  Generators are listed as large, 
small, or conditionally exempt.  LQGs produce at least 1000 
kg/month of non-acutely hazardous waste or 1 kg/month of 
acutely hazardous waste.  SQGs produce 100-1000 kg/month 
of non-acutely hazardous waste.  VSQGs are those that 
generate less than 100 kg/month of non-acutely hazardous 
waste. 

0.25 3 

RCRA NonGen / 
NLR 

The RCRA-NonGen database, maintained by the USEPA, lists 
facilities that were previously listed in the RCRA Generators 
database but no longer generate hazardous waste as part of 
their normal business practices (No Longer Regulated).   

0.25 2 

ERNS 
The ERNS is a listing compiled by the USEPA on reported 
releases of petroleum and hazardous substances to the air, soil 
and/or water. 

Subject 
Property 

0 

HMIRS Hazardous Materials Information Reporting System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

IC / EC 

A listing of sites with engineering and/or institutional controls in 
place.  Engineering controls include various forms of caps, 
building foundations, liners, and treatment methods to create 
pathway elimination for regulated substances to enter 
environmental media or effect human health.  Institutional 
controls include administrative measures, such as 
groundwater use restrictions, construction restrictions, 
property use restrictions, and post remediation care 
requirements intended to prevent exposure to contaminants 
remaining on site.  Deed restrictions are generally required as 
part of the institutional controls. 

0.5 0 

DOD Department of Defense Sites 1.0 0 

FUDS Formerly Used Defense Sites 1.0 1 

US 
BROWNFIELDS 

A listing of Brownfield Sites 0.5 3 

CONSENT Superfund (CERCLA) Consent Decrees 1.0 0 

ROD Records of Decision 1.0 0 

UMTRA Uranium Mill Tailings Sites 0.5 0 
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Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Sites 

ODI Open Dump Inventory 0.5 0 

TRIS Toxic Chemical Release Inventory System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

TSCA Toxic Substances Control Act 
Subject 
Property 

0  

FTTS FIFRA/TSCA Tracking System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

SSTS Section 7 Tracking Systems 
Subject 
Property 

0 

ICIS Integrated Compliance Information System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

LUCIS Land Use Control Information System 0.5 0 

RADINFO Radiation Information Database 
Subject 
Property 

0 

CDL Clandestine Drug Labs 
Subject 
Property 

0 

PADS PCB Activity Database System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

MLTS Material Licensing Tracking System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

MINES Mines Master Index File 0.25 0 

ECHO Enforcement and Compliance History Information 
Subject 
Property 

0 

FINDS Facility Index System/Facility Registry System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

RAATS RCRA Administrative Action Tracking System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

2020 COR Action 

The EPA has set ambitious goals for the RCRA Corrective 
Action program by creating the 2020 Corrective Action 
Universe. This RCRA cleanup baseline includes facilities 
expected to need corrective action. 

0.25 0 

 
State Databases 

Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Facilities 

State Hazardous 
Waste 

EGLE maintains a database of state equivalent CERCLIS 
facilities in the State of Michigan. 

1.0 0 

SWF/LF 
EGLE maintains a database of solid waste disposal facilities 
and landfills in the State of Michigan. 

0.5 0 

LUST 
EGLE has compiled a database of Leaking Underground 
Storage Tank in the State of Michigan. 

0.5 6 

UST 
EGLE has compiled a database of registered Underground 
Storage Tanks in the State of Michigan. 

0.25 7 

AST 
EGLE has compiled a database of registered Aboveground 
Storage Tanks in the State of Michigan. 

0.25 4 

BEA 
EGLE maintains a listing of properties in which a Baseline 
Environmental Assessment (BEA) has been conducted.   

0.5 0 
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Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Facilities 

AUL Sites with institutional and/or engineering controls in place.   0.5 1 

AIRS Permit and Emissions Inventory Data 0.001 0 

DRYCLEANERS 
EGLE maintains a list of drycleaning facilities in the State of 
Michigan.   

0.25 0 

LIENS 
EGLE maintains a list of liens placed on a property due to an 
environmental condition.   

Subject 
Property 

0 

BROWNFIELDS Brownfields Site Location Listing 0.5 0 

SPILLS The State of Michigan maintains a list of spills 
Subject 
Property 

0 

Inventory Inventory of Facilities 0.5 3 

Part 201 
EGLE maintains a database of “facilities” as defined by Part 
201 

1.0 5 

WDS Waste Data System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

 
Tribal Databases 

Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Facilities 

INDIAN 
RESERVE 

Indian Reservations 1.0 0 

INDIAN LUST Leaking Underground Storage Tanks on Indian land 0.5 0 

INDIAN UST 
EGLE has compiled a database of registered Underground 
Storage Tanks on Indian land in the State of Michigan. 

0.25 0 

 
EDR Proprietary Records 

Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Facilities 

Manufactured 
Gas Plants 

EDR Proprietary Manufactured Gas Plants 1.0 0 

Historical Auto 
Stations 

EDR Exclusive Historic Gas Stations 0.25 2 

Historical Dry 
Cleaners 

EDR Exclusive Historic Dry Cleaners 0.25 0 

 
The following table summarizes the site-specific information provided by the database 
and/or gathered by this office for identified facilities. Sites are listed in order of proximity to 
the subject property. Distances of most of the sites were adjusted to field observed and/or 
mapped distances and should be considered approximate. In addition to the cited site-
specific information, EDR provides a generalized approximate groundwater flow direction 
based on surface topography (EDR Radius Map, Groundwater Flow Direction Information). 
According to EDR, the groundwater flow direction to the southwest. Prior professional 
knowledge indicates groundwater flow is locally to the southeast towards Silver Lead Creek. 
Local groundwater depth is estimated to be greater than 60 feet below grade based on static 
water level data obtained from a 2020 Annual Groundwater Report for the United States Air 
Force Civil Engineer Center. 
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Additional discussion for selected sites may follow the summary table. 
 

Listed Sites 

Site Name and Location Estimated Distance/Direction/Gradient Database Listings 

Boreal Aviation Inc. 
530 F Avenue 

Approximately 30 feet / North / Up 
gradient 

WDS, FINDS, ECHO, 
RCRA-VSQG, AST 

Building 603 
F Avenue and 3rd Street 

Approximately 350 feet / Northeast / Side 
gradient 

UST 

Building 412 
D Avenue 

Approximately 570 feet / South / Down 
gradient 

UST, LUST 

Building 610 
308 F Avenue  

Approximately 610 feet / Northeast / Side 
gradient 

UST, LUST 

Princeton Cooperative 
502 2nd Street South 

Approximately 620 feet / Southeast / Side 
gradient 

EDR Historical Auto 

406 D Avenue 
Approximately 700 feet / East / Side 

gradient 
AST, UST, RCRA 

NonGen/NLR 

Building 534 
3rd Street 

Approximately 750 feet / East / Side 
gradient 

LUST 

Building 530 
404 D Avenue 

Approximately 800 feet / East / Side 
gradient 

UST, LUST 

Building 732 
541 9th Street 

Approximately 3,350 feet / North-
Northeast / Up gradient   

FINDS, US Brownfields 

225 Airport Road 
Approximately 3,780 feet / North / Up 

gradient 

PFAS, AUL, WDS, RCRA-
VSQG, FUDS, Inventory, 

Part 201, BEA 

 
Subject Property 
The subject property is not listed on the EDR Radius Map™ Report. 
 
Boreal Aviation Inc. 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Boreal Aviation Inc. located at 530 F Avenue on the 
AST, WDS, FINDS, ECHO, and RCRA-VSQG databases. The EPA Facility Index System 
(FINDS) is a central and common inventory of facilities monitored or regulated by the EPA. 



  

 

 
- 12 - 

Phase I ESA 
Building 426, Gwinn, MI   
Project Number 2021-2800 
 

The RCRA-VSQG designation indicates Boreal Aviation, Inc. is a very small quantity 
generator of hazardous waste. The Waste Data System (WDS) tracks activities at sites 
regulated by the Solid Waste, Scrap Tire, Hazardous Waste, and Liquid Industrial Waste 
programs. The WDS entry for Boreal Aviation, Inc. lists two citations with a return to 
compliance less than one month after the violations were recorded. Neither entry was listed 
as a “high priority” in the database. The Enforcement and Compliance History Online 
(ECHO) database listing indicates the generator has active status with no violations noted 
in the previous 12 quarters.  
 
Boreal Aviation, Inc. owns an AST located at 199 F Avenue. The AST is located 
downgradient from the subject property.  
 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

ATK-102038-15 12,000 Other 07/08/1997 Currently In Use 

 
TriMedia staff submitted FOIA requests to LARA and EGLE regarding the AST at 199 F 
Avenue. Documentation from LARA confirms the installation of the tank with spill prevention 
measures and secondary containment. Correspondence from EGLE indicated there were 
no files on record. Given the history of compliance from Boreal Aviation, Inc. and the relative 
gradient of the AST from the subject property, Boreal Aviation, Inc. is not considered a REC. 
 
Building 603 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 603 as located at “NE Corner Ave. F & 3rd” 
on the UST database. The Michigan UST database associates two USTs with Building 603 
(Facility ID: 00015269). 
 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-102038-15 1,000 Diesel 07/23/1992 07/14/2010 

UTK-011693-15 1,000 Diesel 04/07/1981 07/07/1992 

 
TriMedia staff submitted FOIA requests to LARA regarding the USTs associated with 
Building 603. Documentation from LARA confirms the clean removal of UTK-011693-15 in 
1992 and of UTK-102038-15 in 2010. Given the clean closure of the USTs, Building 603 is 
not considered a REC. 
 
Building 412 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 412 on D Avenue on the UST and LUST 
databases. However, Building 412 is physically located on F Avenue between Buildings 421 
and 422. The listing uses Building 412 as part of the street address and KI Sawyer AFB is 
listed as the primary name for the facility. Further examination of the Michigan UST 
database indicates records of one UST associated with Building 412 (Facility ID: 00006520). 
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Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-091127-15 15,000 Gasoline 02/05/1958 01/01/1992 

 
Documentation from LARA confirms a release (C-0622-89) on October 4,1989 which was 
detected during a failed tank tightness test. A handwritten note on a release form indicates 
some soil was removed. The EDR Radius Map™ Report shows the release was closed on 
January 1, 1993, although no documentation from LARA confirming the closure was 
available. Electronic correspondence from EGLE indicated no records were on file regarding 
Building 412 or C-0622-89. Given the relative distance and gradient of Building 412 to the 
subject property, Building 412 is not considered a REC. 
 
Building 610 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 610 on the LUST and UST databases. 
Building 610 is located at 308 F Avenue, although addresses for Building 610 are 
inconsistent across database records. The Michigan UST database indicates three USTs 
are associated with Building 610 (Facility ID: 00006515). 
 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-096785-15 2,000 Used Oil 02/05/1957 01/01/1992 

UTK-039452-15 2,000 Used Oil 02/05/1957 01/01/1992 

UTK-096782-15 1,000 Other (Waste JP-4) 02/05/1957 01/01/1992 

 
TriMedia staff submitted FOIA requests to LARA and EGLE regarding the USTs associated 
with Building 610. Documentation from LARA confirms the removal of the USTs in 1992. A 
release (C-1521-92) was discovered during the removal of the tanks on September 8, 1992. 
A Finding of Suitability to Lease (FOSL) on file with EGLE from 1995 indicates the extent of 
contamination from release had yet to be determined. Given the relative distance and 
gradient of Building 610 from the subject property, Building 610 is unlikely to be a REC. 
 
Princeton Cooperative 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Princeton Cooperative located at “502 2nd Street 
South” on the EDR Historical Auto database. This database is a private database kept by 
EDR of historic gas stations. The listing for Princeton Cooperative appears to be for an 
address in Princeton, MI. Princeton Cooperative is listed in error on the EDR Radius Map 
Report for the Gwinn area and is not considered a REC.  
 
406 D Avenue 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed two related entities (Marquette County and Marquette 
County Road Commission) located at 406 D Avenue on the UST, AST, and RCRA 
NonGen/NLR databases. Entities listed in the RCRA NonGen/NLR database do not 
presently generate hazardous waste. 
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The Michigan UST database indicates one UST is associated with 406 D Avenue (Facility 
ID: 00039734). The owner on the listing is the Marquette County Road Commission. 
 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-055521-15 12,000 Diesel 08/27/1998 Currently In Use 

 
TriMedia staff submitted a FOIA request to LARA regarding the tanks at 406 D Avenue. 
Recent inspection documentation indicates approval of the facility. Although violations had 
been noted in the past, there was no documentation indicating a release. Given its gradient 
relative to the subject property, 406 D Avenue is not considered a REC. 
 
Building 534 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 534 located on “Third Street” in the LUST 
database. The Michigan UST database associates three USTs with Building 534 (Facility 
ID: 00006518).  
 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-038226-15 4,000 Gasoline 02/05/1957 01/01/1992 

UTK-070771-15 14,000 Diesel 02/05/1957 01/01/1992 

UTK-070780-15 5,000 Gasoline 02/05/1957 01/01/1992 

 
TriMedia staff submitted a FOIA request to LARA regarding the tanks at Building 534. A 
release, C-1189-92, was confirmed upon removal of the USTs in 1992. Correspondence 
from EGLE indicates remedial activities have occurred, leading to the closure of the LUST 
site. Given the gradient of Building 534 to the subject property and clean closure of the site, 
Building 534 is not considered a REC. 
 
Building 530 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 530 located at 404 D Avenue on the UST 
and LUST databases. The Michigan UST database associates two USTs with Building 530 
(Facility ID: 00035174).  
 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-000840-15 500 None Listed 01/01/1970 05/26/1994 

UTK-007037-15 1000 Other (WATER), Used 
Oil 

01/01/1994 12/19/2001 

 

TriMedia staff submitted a FOIA request to LARA regarding the USTs. Documentation 
confirms the closure of both tanks. When closing UTK-007037-15, a release (C-0068-02) 
was detected and reported February 8, 2002. No additional documentation is on file with 
EGLE or LARA regarding Building 530 or the associated release. Given the relative distance 
and gradient of Building 530 to the subject property, Building 530 is not considered a REC. 
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Building 732 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 732 located at 541 9th Street on the US 
Brownfields and FINDS databases. Building 732 was listed in the Brownfield database 
(ACRES ID: 236203). The entry indicated assessments were conducted in 2013 and 2018. 
According to the entry, “no asbestos-containing building materials were found during the 
asbestos survey.” No additional hazardous materials are indicated in the entry. As asbestos 
is outside the scope of Phase I ESAs, Building 732 is not considered a REC.   
 
225 Airport Road 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed the US Transportation Security Administration (TSA) 
located at 225 Airport Road on the PFAS, RCRA-VSQG, AUL, and WDS databases. The 
WDS entry for TSA contains operator information, but otherwise does not list activities, 
including any history of inspections or violations. The PFAS listing refers to the chemicals 
per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) which are a class of compounds not currently 
in scope for Phase I ESAs. A land use restriction is detailed in a declaration of restrictive 
covenants, which primarily restricts the use of groundwater. Land upgradient to the subject 
property in the declaration of restrictive covenants, designated as FT-07, is located north of 
the domestic airport terminal.  
 
At the same address, K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base is listed on the FUDS, Inventory, Part 201, 
and BEA databases. The Federal Used Defense Sits (FUDS) listing showed a preliminary 
assessment had been performed at K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base and no projects were 
planned for that location. The Remediation Information Data Exchange (RIDE), operated by 
EGLE’s Remediation and Redevelopment Division, has an entry for K.I. Sawyer Airport. The 
entry lists multiple contaminants impacting the location including petroleum volatile and semi 
volatile organic compounds, chlorinated volatile and semi volatile organic compounds, and 
elements, metals, or other inorganics. The BEA entry indicates a Baseline Environmental 
Assessment was performed to document existing contamination. Two BEAs are on file for 
225 Airport Road, however, electronic mail correspondence from EGLE Remediation and 
Redevelopment Division indicates that file information has been misplaced and is 
unavailable.  
 
Documentation regarding long term groundwater monitoring, obtained through EGLE, 
indicates multiple areas impacted by contamination throughout the former Air Force Base. 
The site designated “K.I. Sawyer AFB – SS-17” shows a soil use restriction under the 
operations apron at Sawyer International Airport and a groundwater use restriction 
extending from the operations apron east beyond Kelly Johnson Memorial Highway. The 
groundwater use restriction remains active due to contaminant levels. Ongoing groundwater 
monitoring indicates the contamination plume has decreased in size over several years. 
Given the decreasing size of the plume, the ongoing groundwater monitoring activities, and 
relative distance of the contamination plume from the subject property, this is not considered 
a REC. 
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Other Sites 
The remaining sites listed on the EDR Radius Map™ Report do not represent environmental 
concerns to the subject property based upon regulatory status, presumed groundwater flow 
direction, and/or relative distance from the property.  Please refer to Appendix D for a copy 
of the EDR Radius Map Report.    
 

4.2 ADDITIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL RECORD SOURCES 
TriMedia submitted a FOIA request to the FOIA Coordinator for EGLE located in Lansing, 
Michigan for file information for the subject property. Electronic mail correspondence from 
the EGLE’s Remediation and Redevelopment Division indicates that file information does 
not exist for the subject property. 
 

4.3 PHYSICAL SETTING SOURCES 
TriMedia used a United States Geological Survey (USGS) Topographic Map and EDR’s 
GeoCheck® option to obtain information regarding the subject property’s physical setting 
(i.e., soils, geology, hydrology, etc.).  A discussion of the physical setting features is included 
in Section 5.2.4.  
 

4.4 HISTORICAL USE INFORMATION ON THE PROPERTY 
TriMedia reviewed standard historical sources, as identified in E1527-13, to identify potential 
RECs associated with historical use of the property.  TriMedia subcontracted EDR to provide 
the following standard historical sources: 
 
4.4.1 Historical Aerial Photographs 
The EDR Aerial Photo Decade Package provided TriMedia with historical aerial photographs 
from 1939, 1951, 1964, 1975, 1981, 1993, 1998, 2006, 2009, 2012, and 2016. Selected 
photographs are summarized below. 

 
Historical Aerial Photographs 

Direction Description 

Subject Property 

No structures are visible on the subject property in the photographs from 1939 
through 1951. Although records obtained from airport officials indicate the structure 
was built in 1980, a structure is visible on the subject property in the 1964 and 1975 
aerial photographs. The structure currently standing on the subject property is 
visible from the 1981 through 2016 aerial photographs.  

North 
North of the subject property, the land appears undeveloped and vegetated from 
the 1939 through 1951 aerial photographs. Photographs from 1964 to 2016 show 
a building on property along 3rd Street north of the subject property.  

East 

East of the subject property, the land appears undeveloped and vegetated from the 
1939 through 1951 aerial photographs. In the 1964 photograph, a building is visible 
across F Avenue, east of the subject property. The footprint of the property east of 
the subject property remains unchanged between the 1964 and 2016 aerial 
photographs. 
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Direction Description 

South 

Lands south of the subject property appear undeveloped in the photographs from 
1939 through 1951. In the 1964 photograph, a structure is apparent south of the 
subject property. The footprint of the adjacent property southeast of the subject 
property remains unchanged between the 1964 and 2016 aerial photographs. 

West 

Lands west of the subject property appear undeveloped in the photographs from 
1939 through 1951. In the 1964 photograph, a building southwest of the subject 
property is visible along the runway. The footprint of the property to the southwest 
remains unchanged between the 1964 and 2016 aerial photographs. 

 
4.4.2 Historical Topographic Maps 
The EDR Historical Topographic Map Report provided TriMedia with historical USGS 
topographic maps from 1932, 1952, 1975, 1985, 2014, 2017, and 2019.  Note that the 2014, 
2017 and 2019 maps only depict topography, roads and streets, and land cover.   

 
Historical Topographic Maps 

Direction Description 

Subject Property 
The subject property appears undeveloped from the earliest map from 1932. In the 
1975 map, a structure on the subject property is depicted. The subject property 
appears developed in the topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

North 

The lands north of the subject property appear undeveloped from the 1932 through 
the 1952 topographic maps. In the 1975 map, a building to the north of the subject 
property along 3rd Street is visible. Property north of the subject property appears 
developed in the topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

East 

The lands east of the subject property appear undeveloped from the 1932 through 
the 1952 topographic maps. In the 1975 map, buildings are present east of the 
subject property across F Avenue. Property east of the subject property appears 
developed in the topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

South 

The lands south of the subject property appear undeveloped from the 1932 through 
the 1952 topographic maps. In the 1975 map, a building to the south of the subject 
property is apparent. Land south of the subject property appears developed in the 
topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

West 

The land west of the subject property appears undeveloped from the 1932 through 
the 1952 topographic maps. In the 1975 map, a building is depicted southwest of 
the subject property along the runway. Land west of the subject property appears 
developed in the topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

 
4.4.3 Historical City Directories 
The EDR City Directory Abstract provided TriMedia with historical business directory (Polk’s 
City Directory) listings for the subject property’s address or addresses in proximity to the 
subject property.  Listings (if listed) were provided from 1992 to 2017 at approximate five-
year intervals.  The following table highlights findings, please refer to Appendix E for a full 
listing of addresses. 

 
 
 



  

 

 
- 18 - 

Phase I ESA 
Building 426, Gwinn, MI   
Project Number 2021-2800 
 

Historical City Directories 

Direction Description 

Subject Property No records for the subject property were included in the City Directory. 

North 401 Avenue F: Boreal Aviation Inc. (2005-2017). 

East No records east of the subject property were included in the City Directory. 

South No records south of the subject property were included in the City Directory. 

West No records west of the subject property were included in the City Directory. 

 
4.4.4 Historical Fire Insurance Maps 
Historical fire insurance maps (Sanborn Maps) were requested from EDR to evaluate past 
uses of the subject property and surrounding properties. Based on the request, EDR 
indicated Sanborn Maps were not available for the subject property and surrounding area.  

 

4.5 HISTORICAL USE INFORMATION ON SUBJECT PROPERTY 
Based on the previously described environmental records and historical sources, the current 
structure on the subject property first appeared in 1980 for Security Police on K.I. Sawyer 
Air Force Base. Since the closure of the air force base in 1995, the building has been vacant. 
 
Please refer to Appendix E for copies of the aerial photographs, topographic maps, and City 
Directories.  
 

4.6 HISTORICAL USE INFORMATION ON ADJOINING PROPERTIES 
Based on the previously described environmental records and historical sources, the area 
surrounding the subject property was generally developed prior to the construction of the 
subject property. Building 428, the life support facility east of the subject property, was built 
in 1958. Building 427, north of the subject property, was built in 1956. Building 427 was the 
center for base operations. Adjacent to the southwest of the subject property is Building 425. 
Building 425 was a hanger constructed in 1958. West of the subject property is the runway. 
 

4.7 RECORDS REVIEW SUMMARY 
Based on a review of historic information, the subject property was developed in 1980 for 
Security Police on K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. Since the closure of the air force base in 
1995, the building has been vacant. Other sections of the former air force base were 
generally developed prior to the construction of the subject property. 
 
 

5.0 SITE RECONNAISSANCE 

 
5.1 METHODOLOGY AND LIMITING CONDITIONS 

TriMedia, represented by Mr. Lance Lindberg, Staff Senior Scientist, conducted a site 
reconnaissance of the subject property on November 4, 2022. Weather conditions at the 
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time of site reconnaissance were overcast with a temperature of approximately 37 degrees 
Fahrenheit (°F). 
 
The site reconnaissance included the following:  

 
 Observation of the subject property, the subject property interior areas, and adjacent 

properties for indications of RECs; 
 

 Visual and physical observation of the periphery of the subject property and structures 
made by walking the perimeter of the subject property, and crisscrossing the site to 
identify points of interest; 

 
 Observation of, surrounding properties, and, 

 
 Interviews with individuals, as available, familiar with the subject property’s history and 

potential environmental liabilities. 
 

5.2 GENERAL SITE SETTING 
 

5.2.1 Current Uses of the Subject Property 
The subject property is currently vacant.  
 
5.2.2 Past Uses of the Subject Property  
Based on historical sources, the subject property was built in 1980 for the Security Police 
on K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. Since the closure of the former air force base in 1995, the 
building has been vacant. 
 
5.2.3 Current and Past Uses of Surrounding Properties 
Based on the review of previously described environmental records and historical sources, 
and the completion of site reconnaissance activities, the area surrounding the subject 
property was generally developed before the construction of the subject property in 1980. 
The official opening of K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base occurred on May 8, 1959. Building 428, 
the life support facility east of the subject property, was built in 1958. Building 427, north of 
the subject property, was built in 1956. Building 427 was the center for base operations. 
Adjacent to the southwest of the subject property is Building 425. Building 425 was a hanger 
constructed in 1958. West of the subject property is the runway. 
 
5.2.4 Geologic, Hydrogeologic, and Topographic Conditions 
The subject property is situated approximately 1,185 feet above mean sea level. The 
surrounding area topography is relatively flat, generally sloping to the south. The geology of 
the area consists of Cambrian stratified rock. The naturally occurring soil type on the subject 
property is Udipsamments, characterized as well drained to excessively drained sands and 
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gravels. Local groundwater flow is estimated to be to the southeast in the direction of Silver 
Lead Creek. Silver Lead Creek is located approximately 4,680 feet from the subject property. 
 
5.2.5 General Description of Structures 
The subject property contains the former Security Police office building for the air force base. 
The building is a two-story, 12,506 square feet and is constructed of concrete block, wood 
and metal with a slab on grade foundation. The building is currently vacant. 
 
5.2.6 Roads and Utilities 
The subject property is located southwest of the intersection of 3rd Street and F Avenue. 
Parking is available east of the structure, accessible from 2nd Street and 3rd Street.  
 
Utilities available to the subject property consist of gas, electrical, cable/internet, and 
telephone service.  A municipal water supply and wastewater treatment facilities serve the 
subject property.  
 

5.3 SITE OBSERVATIONS 
The following table summarizes site observations and interviews. Affirmative responses 
(designated by an “X”) are discussed in more detail following the table.  Photographs of select 
items observed at the subject property are included in Appendix C. 
 

Site Features 

Category Item or Feature Observed 

Site Operations, 
Processes, and 

Equipment 

Emergency generators  

Elevators  

Air compressors  

Hydraulic lifts  

Dry cleaning  

Photo processing  

Laboratory hoods and/or incinerators  

Waste treatment systems and/or water treatment systems  

Heating and/or cooling systems X 

Other processes or equipment  

Aboveground 
Chemical or Waste 

Storage 

Aboveground storage tanks  

Drums, barrels and/or containers  5 gallons  

SDS  

Underground 
Chemical or Waste 

Storage, Drainage or 
Collection Systems 

Underground storage tanks or ancillary UST equipment  

Sumps, cisterns, catch basins and/or dry wells  

Grease traps  

Septic tanks and/or leach fields  

Oil/water separators  

Pipeline markers  

Interior floor drains X 
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Category Item or Feature Observed 

Electrical 
Transformers/ PCBs 

Pad or pole mounted transformers and/or capacitors X 

Other equipment  

Releases or Potential 
Releases 

Stressed vegetation  

Stained soil   

Stained pavement or similar surface  

Leachate and/or waste seeps  

Trash, debris and/or other waste materials  

Dumping or disposal areas  

Construction/demolition debris and/or dumped fill dirt  

Surface water discoloration, odor, sheen, and/or free-floating 
product 

 

Strong, pungent, or noxious odors   

Exterior pipe discharges and/or other effluent discharges  

Other Notable Site 
Features 

Surface water bodies  

Quarries or pits  

Wells  

 
Site Operations, Processes, and Equipment 
 
Heating and/or Cooling Systems 
The building is heated using natural gas furnace and an air conditioning unit is located 
outside the building on the north side. No environmental concerns were noted with the 
heating and cooling systems.  

 
Underground Chemical or Waste Storage, Drainage or Collection Systems 
 
Interior Floor Drains 
Floor drains are located in the men’s and women’s bathrooms within the building. The floor 
drains are connected to the wastewater treatment system located on the former air force 
base.  
 
Electrical Transformers/ PCBs 
 
Pad or pole mounted transformers and/or capacitors 
A nearby electrical transmission line has a pole with three pole-mounted transformers 
present adjacent to Building 426 to the north. No leaks or spills were evident around or on 
the ground surface of these transformers. 
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5.4 SITE RECONNAISSANCE SUMMARY  
The site reconnaissance was conducted on November 4, 2022. The site reconnaissance 
identified heating and cooling systems, pole mounted transformers and interior floor drains, 
on the subject property. No environmental concerns were noted during the site 
reconnaissance. 
 
 

6.0 INTERVIEWS 

 

6.1 INTERVIEW WITH OWNER 
TriMedia interviewed Mr. Duane DuRay, Director of Operations at Sawyer International 
Airport and Business Center. He became the manager of the airport in 2012 and assumed 
the role of Director of Operations in 2019. Mr. DuRay indicated the subject property is 
believed to contain lead-based paint, asbestos, mold, and possibly other hazardous 
materials. He recommended the use of PPE when entering the structure. 
 

6.2 INTERVIEW WITH SITE MANAGER 
TriMedia interviewed Mr. Duane DuRay, as noted.  
 

6.3 INTERVIEW WITH OCCUPANTS 
TriMedia interviewed Mr. Duane DuRay, as noted. 
 

6.4 INTERVIEWS WITH LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 
TriMedia completed a FOIA request with Marquette County Health Department for 
environmental records (i.e., spills, releases, fires) regarding the subject property. The 
Marquette County Health Department indicated that there were no records on file associated 
with the subject property. TriMedia staff interviewed Mr. Ron Lauren, an officer of Forsyth 
Township Fire Department and Clerk for Forsyth Township. Mr. Lauren indicated no 
knowledge of fire at the subject property since the closure of the air force base in 1995. 
Records prior to base closure were unavailable. 
 

6.5 INTERVIEWS WITH OTHERS 
TriMedia did not interview others regarding the subject property.   
 
 

7.0 FINDINGS 

 
After a review of environmental records, site reconnaissance, review of historical data, and select 
interviews, TriMedia found no indication of Recognized Environmental Conditions (RECs) 
associated with the subject property.   
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8.0 OPINION 

 
Based on reasonably ascertainable information compiled by TriMedia, as well as information and 
data provided by other select individuals and/or agencies during the completion of this Phase I ESA, 
it is our professional opinion the results of the Phase I ESA have not revealed evidence suggesting 
the presence of current environmental concerns regarding the subject property.  Further quantitative 
environmental investigations (i.e., Limited Phase II ESA) are not recommended for the subject 
property.  
 
 

9.0 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
TriMedia has performed a Phase I ESA in conformance with the scope and limitations of ASTM 
Practice E1527-13 for property located at 605 2nd Street in Gwinn, Michigan.  Any exceptions to, or 
deletions from, this practice are described in Section 10.0 of this report.  This assessment has 
revealed no evidence of RECs in connection with the subject property.  Based on the results of the 
Phase I ESA, TriMedia does not recommend further environmental investigations to assess the 
presence of impacts that may be present at the subject property. 
 
 

10.0 DEVIATIONS 
 
TriMedia has performed this Phase I ESA in conformance with the scope and limitations of ASTM 
Practice E1527-13.  TriMedia relied on the information and data provided by other organizations 
specifically denoted herein. TriMedia used its education, experience, and professional judgment to 
conduct this Phase I ESA.   
 
 

11.0 ADDITIONAL SERVICES  
 

No additional services were included as part of this Phase I ESA.  
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12.0 REFERENCES 

 
  

Name of Data Source 
Date of Initial 

Inquiry 

Date of Most 
Recently 
Provided 

Information 

Supporting 
Documentation 

Duane DuRay 
Director of Operations 
Sawyer International Airport and 
Business Center 
125 G Avenue 
Gwinn, Michigan 49841 
(906) 346-3308 

November 22, 2022 November 29, 2022 User Questionnaire, 
interview information as 
noted in this report 

Marquette County Health Department 
Environmental Health 
184 U.S. 41 East 
Marquette, Michigan 49855 
(906) 475-4195 
ehadmin@mqtco.org 

November 23, 2022 December 7, 2022 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

EGLE – FOIA Coordinator 
Department of Environmental, Great 
Lakes, and Energy 
P.O. Box 30473 
Lansing, MI 48909-7973 
800-662-9278                                        
EGLE-FOIA@michigan.gov 

November 22, 2022 January 10, 2023 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

LARA – FOIA Coordinator  
Department of Licensing and  
Regulatory Affairs  
Ottawa Building  
611 W. Ottawa  
P.O. Box 30004  
Lansing, MI 48909-7973  
517-335-3327  
LARAFOIAInfo@michigan.gov 

November 25, 2022 December 21, 2022 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

Ron Lauren - Officer 
Forsyth Township Fire Department 
186 West Flint Street 
Gwinn, Michigan 49841 
(906) 346-9217 

December 5, 2022 January 5, 2023 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

Environmental Data Resources Inc. 
6 Armstrong Road, 4th Floor 
Shelton, CT 06484 
1-800-352-6802 

November 7, 2022 November 8, 2022 Sanborn maps, topographic 
maps, environmental 
database records, aerial 
photographs 
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13.0  SIGNATURES OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONALS 

We declare that, to the best of our professional knowledge and belief, we meet the definition of 
Environmental Professional as defined in §312.10 of 40 CFR 312.  We have specific qualifications 
based on education, training, and experience to assess a property.  We have developed and 
performed all appropriate inquiries in conformance with the standards and practices set forth in 40 
CFR Part 312. 

2/7/2023  

Lance Lindberg  Date 
Project Manager / Senior Scientist 

2/7/2023 

Helen Amiri Date 
Staff Engineer 

2/7/2023 

Ryan J. Whaley Date 
Environmental Manager 
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14.0 QUALIFICATIONS OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONALS 
 

Lance Lindberg 
Project Manager/Senior Scientist 
llindberg@trimediaee.com 
 
Summary of Professional Experience 
Mr. Lindberg is an environmental scientist with over 30 years of experience with a strong 
background in environmental due diligence. His areas of specialty include Phase I/II environmental 
site assessments and baseline environmental assessments; asbestos surveys and lead-based 
paint inspections, CERCLA and RCRA facility investigations; and soil and groundwater 
contamination and remediation. Mr. Lindberg has conducted site investigations and closures 
associated with Part 201 of Michigan’s Public Act 451 and underground storage tank (UST) 
regulations of Michigan’s Part 213 of Public Act 451. Mr. Lindberg’s experience also includes direct 
involvement with on-site activities associated with environmental investigation and remediation 
projects.  
 
Mr. Lindberg is responsible for project management, regulatory and client contact, evaluation and 
assessment of contaminated sites, field activities and preparation of reports. He has coordinated 
and conducted environmental investigations, groundwater monitoring, free product monitoring and 
removal, soil disposal, and remediation system installation and operation. He has conducted site 
inspections to meet the requirements of SWPPs, SPCCs and PIPPs at industrial sites. Mr. Lindberg 
is also experienced in preparing bid specifications, work plans, supervising field operations and 
remediation activities, coordinating and conducting sampling activities and permitting. He has 
coordinated the sampling and disposal/recycling of nonhazardous and hazardous materials for 
clients. 
 
Certifications 
 Licensed Asbestos Inspector, State of Michigan (A35442) 
 OSHA 40-Hour Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response 
 Mine Safety and Health Administration 24-Hour Training 
 State of Michigan Storm Water Management Operator - Construction Site (C-12598) 
 State of Michigan Storm Water Management Operator - Industrial Site (I-08446) 
 American Red Cross First Aid and CPR 

 
Education 
 B.S. – Industrial Technology, Northern Michigan University, Marquette, Michigan  

 
 Professional Affiliations 

 Marquette County Brownfield Redevelopment Authority Board Member, 2010 to Present 
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Helen Amiri, EIT 
Staff Engineer 
hamiri@trimediaee.com 
 
Summary of Professional Experience 
Ms. Helen Amiri is an environmental engineer with an educational background centered on practical 
application. As part of her master’s program, she served in the South Pacific as a Peace Corps 
Water and Sanitation Hygiene Specialist, working with rural island communities, government 
agencies, and international nongovernmental organizations to improve water and sanitation 
infrastructure.  
 
Ms. Amiri has experience which includes consulting with industry for stormwater compliance, 
wastewater treatment and hazardous material disposal. She has experience writing Phase I 
Environmental Site Assessments and has assisted with air quality compliance reporting. She has 
written environmental baselines to establish conservation easements and has experience 
performing conservation compliance monitoring. 
 
Ms. Amiri has years of experience in drilling environments, supporting domestic well water and 
geotechnical drilling teams in isolated settings. Prior to joining TriMedia, she was co-owner of a 
drilling company in Vanuatu, where she coordinated with diverse teams on a variety of development 
projects. 
 
Certifications 
 E.I.T., State of Michigan 
 OSHA 40-Hour Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response 
 Mine Safety and Health Administration 24-Hour Training 
 State of Michigan Storm Water Operator – Construction Sites (#23518) 
 State of Michigan Storm Water Operator – Industrial Sites (#18931)  
 American Heart Association CPR and First Aid 

 
Education 
 M.S. – Environmental Engineering, Michigan Technological University, Houghton, 

Michigan. 
 Graduate Certificate – Sustainable Water Resource Systems, Michigan Technological 

University, Houghton, Michigan. 
 M.A. (Hons.) – International Relations and Film Studies, University of St. Andrews, St. 

Andrews, United Kingdom. 
 

 Professional Affiliations 
 Marquette County Solid Waste Management Authority Board Member, 2022 to Present 
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Ryan Whaley, CHMM, REHS 
Environmental Manager 
rwhaley@trimediaee.com 
 
Summary of Professional Experience   
Mr. Whaley lends his expertise on projects involving subsurface soil and water characterization, 
environmental site assessments, and regulatory compliance.  
 
Mr. Whaley has considerable experience in the environmental and regulatory compliance industry.  
Areas of expertise include underground storage tank management, site characterization and 
investigation, remediation, environmental monitoring and permitting, waste management, 
brownfield redevelopment, environmental drilling and the investigation and cleanup of accidental 
spills. 
 
Additionally, Mr. Whaley supports client communication through development of written reports and 
correspondence, dissemination and compilation of technical data, project planning and scheduling, 
and familiarity with environmental regulations.   
 
Mr. Whaley completed his Bachelor of Science degree from Ball State University in Natural 
Resources and Environmental Management with an emphasis on Land Management. 
 
Certifications 
 CHMM – Certified Hazardous Material Manager – Institute of Hazardous Materials 

Managers (IHMM) 
 REHS/RS – Registered Environmental Health Specialist/Registered Sanitarian - National 

Environmental Health Association (NEHA) 
 OSHA 40-Hour Hazardous Waste Operation and Emergency Response 

 
Education 
 BS – Natural Resources and Environmental Management, Ball State University, Muncie, 

Indiana 
 

 Professional Affiliations 
 National Ground Water Association 
 Certified Hazardous Materials Managers of Michigan 
 Former Executive Board Member for the Michigan Environmental Health Association 

(MEHA) 
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1.0 SUMMARY 
 
TriMedia Environmental & Engineering Services, LLC (TriMedia) was retained by Sawyer 
International Airport and Business Center to complete a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment 
(Phase I ESA) of a property located at 509 2nd Street in Gwinn, Michigan (“subject property”). The 
Phase I ESA was conducted in general accordance with American Society for Testing and Materials 
(ASTM) Standard Practice for Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessment Process (E1527-13). 
 
After a review of environmental records, site reconnaissance, review of historical data, and select 
interviews, TriMedia found indication of one (1) Recognized Environmental Condition (REC) 
associated with the subject property.  The identified REC includes: 
 
 A release (C-1521-92) was discovered during the removal of three underground storage 

tanks (USTs) on September 8, 1992 at the side-gradient property at Building 610. A Finding 
of Suitability to Lease (FOSL) on file with EGLE from 1995 indicates the extent of 
contamination from the release had yet to be determined. No additional file information 
detailing remediation at Building 610 was available. Given the relative proximity of Building 
610, it is possible for impacted groundwater to migrate, posing an ongoing risk to the subject 
property. 

 
 

2.0 INTRODUCTION 
 

2.1 LOCATION AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION  
The subject property is located at 509 2nd Street in Gwinn, Michigan. The subject property 
consists of Building 428 which is 3,114 square feet located northeast of the intersection of 
F Avenue and 2nd Street in Gwinn, Michigan. A legal description is contained in Appendix B. 
 
The location of the subject property is presented in Figure 1 and Figure 2, located in 
Appendix A. Please refer to Appendix C for photographs of the subject property and 
surrounding properties.  
 

2.2 PURPOSE 
The purpose of the Phase I ESA was to evaluate the subject property for the presence of 
RECs (as defined by ASTM E1527-13).  This investigative effort was conducted to provide 
the prospective owner with a basis for asserting landowner liability protections and defenses 
(should landowner liability protections and defenses become necessary) under the 
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 
(CERCLA) (42 U.S.C. et seq.) and applicable state law. 
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This evaluation was conducted in general accordance with ASTM Standard Practice for 
Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process (E1527-
13).  Performance of this Phase I ESA is intended to reduce, but not eliminate, uncertainty 
regarding environmental matters, while recognizing reasonable limits of time and cost.   
 
The following terms and acronyms may appear in this report: 

 
1. Aboveground Storage Tank (AST) – any tank that currently is or has in the past been 

used to contain hazardous substances or petroleum products, and which is located at 
least 90% above surface grade. 

 
2. Activity and Use Limitations (AULs) – legal (institutional controls) or physical 

(engineering controls) restrictions or limitations on the use of, or access to, a site or 
facility: (1) to reduce or eliminate potential exposure to hazardous substances or 
petroleum products in the soil, soil vapor, groundwater, and/or surface water on the 
property, or (2) to prevent activities that could interfere with the effectiveness of a 
response action, in order to ensure maintenance of a condition of no significant risk to 
public health or the environment.  

 
3.  Adjoining Property – any real property or properties the border of which is contiguous or 

partially contiguous with that of the subject property, or that would be contiguous or 
partially contiguous with that of the subject property but for a street, road, or other public 
thoroughfare separating them.     

 
4. Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generator (CESQG) – handler generates, 

transports, stores, or treats one hundred (100) kilograms or less of hazardous waste per 
calendar month and accumulates one thousand (1000) kilograms or less of hazardous 
waste at any time. 

 
5. Controlled Recognized Environmental Condition (CREC) – a recognized environmental 

condition resulting from a past release of hazardous substances or petroleum products 
that has been addressed to the satisfaction of applicable regulatory authority (for 
example, as evidenced by the issuance of a no further action letter or equivalent, or 
meeting risk-based criteria established by regulatory authority), with hazardous 
substances or petroleum products allowed to remain in place subject to the 
implementation of required controls (for example, property use restrictions, activity and 
use limitations, institutional controls, or engineering controls).  A CREC is to be listed in 
the findings section of the Phase I ESA report, and as a REC in the conclusions section 
of the Phase I ESA. 

 
6. De minimis condition – a condition that generally does not present a threat to human 

health or the environment and that generally would not be the subject of an enforcement 
action if brought to the attention of appropriate governmental agencies.  Conditions 
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determined to be de minimis conditions are not recognized environmental conditions nor 
controlled recognized environmental conditions. 

 
7. EGLE – Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy, formerly the 

Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) prior to April 22, 2019.   
 

8. Environmental Lien - a charge, security, or encumbrance upon title to a property to 
secure payment of a cost, damage, debt, obligation, or duty arising out of response 
actions, clean-up, or other remediation of hazardous substances or petroleum products 
upon a property, including (but not limited to) liens imposed pursuant to CERCLA 42 
USC 9607(1) & 9607(r) and similar state or local laws. 

 
9. Fire Insurance Maps - maps produced for private fire insurance companies (i.e., 

Sanborn Maps) that indicate historical uses of properties at specific dates. 
 
10. Hazardous Substance - a substance defined as a hazardous substance pursuant to 

CERCLA 42 USC 9601(14) as interpreted by EPA regulations and the courts. 
 

11. Historical Recognized Environmental Condition (HREC) – a past release of any 
hazardous substances or petroleum products that has occurred in connection with the 
property and has been addressed to the satisfaction of the applicable regulatory 
authority or meeting unrestricted use criteria established by a regulatory authority, 
without subjecting the property to any required controls (for example, property use 
restrictions, activity and use restrictions, institutional controls, or engineering controls).    

 
12. Large Quantity Generator (LQG) – handler generates, transports, stores, or treats over 

one thousand (1000) kilograms of hazardous waste or over one kilogram of acutely 
hazardous waste per calendar month. 

 
13. LUST – an underground storage tank on the State of Michigan list of leaking 

underground storage tank sites. 
 

14. Material Threat – a physically observable or obvious threat which is reasonably likely to 
lead to a release that is threatening and may result in a negative impact to public health 
or the environment. 

 
15. Migrate/migration – for purposes of this practice, “migrate” and “migration” refers to the 

movement of hazardous substance or petroleum products in any form, including, for 
example, solid and liquid at the surface or subsurface, and vapor in the subsurface. 

 
16. PCB - Polychlorinated Biphenyl. 
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17. Petroleum Products - petroleum, including crude oil or any fraction thereof which is not 
otherwise specifically listed or designated as a hazardous substance under CERCLA 42 
USC, including natural gas, natural gas liquids, and synthetic gas usable for fuel.  
 

18. Physical Setting Sources - sources that provide information about the geologic, 
hydrogeologic, or topographical characteristics of the site. 

 
19. Reasonably Ascertainable - information that is (1) publicly available, (2) obtainable from 

a source within reasonable time and cost constraints, and (3) practically reviewable. 
 

20. Recognized Environmental Condition (REC) – the presence or likely presence of any 
hazardous substances or petroleum products in, on, or at a property: (1) due to release 
to the environment; (2) under conditions indicative of a release to the environment; or 
(3) under conditions that pose a material threat of a future release to the environment.  
De minimis conditions are not recognized environmental conditions. 

 
21. Small Quantity Generator (SQG) – handler generates, transports, stores, or treats more 

than one hundred (100) and less than one thousand (1,000) kilograms of hazardous 
waste during any calendar month and accumulates less than six thousand (6,000) 
kilograms of hazardous waste at any time. 

 
22. Underground Storage Tank (UST) - any tank, including underground piping connected 

to the tank, that is or has been used to contain hazardous substances or petroleum 
products and the volume of which is 10% or more beneath surface grade. 

 
23. Vapor Encroachment Condition (VEC) – the presence or likely presence of chemical of 

concern (COC) vapors in the subsurface of the subject property caused by the release 
of vapors from contaminated soil or groundwater either on or near the subject property 
as identified by Tier 1 or Tier 2 procedures outlined in ASTM Standard Guide for Vapor 
Encroachment Screening on Property Involved in Real Estate Transactions (E2600-10).  

 
24. Very Small Quantity Generators (VSQG) (formerly Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity 

Generator (CESQG)) – handler generates, transports, stores, or treats one hundred 
(100) kilograms or less of hazardous waste per calendar month and accumulates one 
thousand (1000) kilograms or less of hazardous waste at any time. 

 

2.3 DETAILED SCOPE OF SERVICES 
This Phase I ESA is based on the scope of services defined in the TriMedia Technical and 
Cost Proposal dated September 26, 2022, and accepted by Mr. Gerald Corkin, Chairperson 
of the Marquette County Board of Commissioners, on October 27, 2022.  The scope of 
services included a site reconnaissance, regulatory and historical records review, interviews 
with individuals knowledgeable about the subject property, and development of this report 
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in accordance with ASTM E1527-13, Standard Practice for Environmental Site 
Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process.  
  
The following are not typically part of an ASTM E1527-13 Phase I ESA and were not 
included in the scope of services provided by TriMedia: asbestos and radon sampling, 
groundwater sampling and analysis, mold assessment, lead-based paint inspection and 
analysis, lead in drinking water analysis, wetland delineation, regulatory compliance 
(includes health and safety), indoor air quality analysis, and Endangered Species Act.  
 

2.4 SIGNIFICANT ASSUMPTIONS 
No significant assumptions were made in this Phase I ESA.  
 

2.5 LIMITATIONS AND EXCEPTIONS 
Other than the usual time and budgetary constraints established by the Technical and Cost 
Proposal accepted by Sawyer International Airport and Business Center for this Phase I 
ESA, and the usual circumstance that not all historical sources listed in the ASTM Standard 
were reasonably ascertainable, no significant limitations were encountered during the 
development of this Phase I ESA.   
 
No warranty, either expressed or implied, can be made that conditions observed at the site 
are representative of all areas of the subject property.  Data collected for this Phase I ESA 
were obtained for the purpose stated and should not be used for reasons other than those 
intended. The conditions reported herein apply only to those specific locations and times at 
which the work was completed.  Conclusions made in this Phase I ESA are based on 
reasonably ascertainable information and data and represent the professional judgment and 
interpretations of TriMedia. 
 

2.6 SPECIAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS  
 No special terms or conditions apply to this report. 
 

2.7 USER RELIANCE  
This Phase I ESA is prepared for the exclusive use and reliance of Sawyer International 
Airport and Business Center.  Use or reliance by any other party is prohibited without the 
written authorization of Sawyer International Airport and Business Center and TriMedia.  
 
Environmental conditions and regulations are continually evolving and are subject to change 
and interpretation.  Do not assume current conditions and/or regulatory positions will remain 
constant.  Furthermore, because the data contained within this Phase I ESA are subject to 
professional interpretation, other professionals may reach differing conclusions. 
 
Continued viability of this report is subject to ASTM E1527-13 Sections 4.6 and 4.7.  If the 
Phase I ESA will be used by a different user (third party) than the user for whom the ESA 
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was originally prepared, the third party must also satisfy the user’s responsibilities in Section 
6 of ASTM E1527-13. 
 
 

3.0 USER PROVIDED INFORMATION 

 
Mr. Duane DuRay, Director of Operations/Airport Manager of Sawyer International Airport and 
Business Center, completed the User Questionnaire on November 29, 2022. Mr. DuRay provided 
the following information on the subject property. 
 

3.1 TITLE RECORDS 
A title search and search of judicial records for environmental liens and activity and use 
limitations (AULs) were not provided by Sawyer International Airport. TriMedia assumes the 
client is evaluating this information outside the context of this report. 
 

3.2 ENVIRONMENTAL LIENS OR ACTIVITY AND USE LIMITATIONS 
Mr. DuRay indicated the presence of an environmental liens or AULs in connection with the 
site. Navigational precautions must be adhered to as per Part 77 of the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) regulations.  
 

3.3 SPECIALIZED KNOWLEDGE OR EXPERIENCE 
Mr. DuRay does not have specialized knowledge of the subject property. 
 

3.4 COMMONLY KNOWN OR REASONABLY ASCERTAINABLE INFORMATION 
Mr. DuRay does have knowledge of commonly known or reasonably ascertainable 
information regarding the subject property or adjoining properties. Mr. DuRay reported the 
property was previously used as part of the K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base and various 
hazardous materials may have been stored or used.  He reports that currently the structure 
is in various levels of deterioration and may contain asbestos, lead-based paints, mold, and 
other hazardous materials.  
    

3.5 VALUATION REDUCTION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
According to Mr. DuRay the structure is believed to contain lead-based paint, asbestos, 
mold, and possibly other hazardous materials. He recommends personal protective 
equipment (PPE) when entering the structure. 
 

3.6 OWNER, PROPERTY MANAGER, AND OCCUPANT INFORMATION 
Mr. DuRay oversees operations of the airport and surrounding properties. The subject 
property is currently vacant. 
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3.7 REASONS FOR PERFORMING PHASE I ESA 
This Phase I ESA was commissioned by Sawyer International Airport and Business Center 
in connection with demolishing structures on the subject property.   
 
 

4.0 RECORDS REVIEW 

 
4.1 STANDARD ENVIRONMENTAL RECORD SOURCES 
 TriMedia conducted a review of regulatory agency files to determine if the subject property 

and/or adjacent properties are, or were, known sites of environmental contamination. 
Reasonably ascertainable environmental record sources were investigated, and standard 
sources were reviewed by TriMedia.  A summary report of the review, provided by 
Environmental Data Resources, Inc. (EDR) as the EDR Radius MapTM Report with 
GeoCheck® (EDR Radius Map Report), is included in Appendix D: Regulatory 
Documentation. A number of environmental data sources were reviewed, and documented 
sites were found within the ASTM E1527-13 search radius around the subject property.  The 
following data sources were investigated:  

 
Federal Databases 

Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Sites 

NPL 
The NPL is the USEPA’s database of uncontrolled or 
abandoned hazardous waste facilities that have been listed for 
priority remedial actions under the Superfund Program. 

1.0 0 

NPL (Proposed) Proposed National Priority List Sites 1.0 0 

NPL (Delisted) 
The NPL Delisted refers to facilities that have been removed 
from the NPL. 

1.0 0 

NPL LIENS Federal Superfund Liens Site 0 

SEMS 

The Superfund Enterprise Management System (SEMS) 
tracks hazardous waste sites, potentially hazardous waste 
sites, and remedial activities performed in support of EPA’s 
Program across the United States. The list was formerly known 
as CERCLIS, renamed SEMS by the EPA in 2015. The list 
contains data on potentially hazardous waste sites that have 
been reported to the USEPA by states, municipalities, private 
companies, and private persons, pursuant to Section 103 of 
the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, 
and Liability Act (CERCLA).  This dataset also contains sites 
which are either proposed to or on the NPL and site which are 
in the screening and assessment phase for possible inclusion 
on the NPL. 

0.5 0 
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Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Sites 

SEMS - 
ARCHIVE 

The Superfund Enterprise Management System - Archive 
tracks sites that have no further interest under the Federal 
Superfund Program. The list was formerly known as the 
CERCLIS-NFRAP, renamed by EPA in 2015. Archived sites 
have been removed and archived from the inventory of SEMS 
sites. Archived status indicates that, to the best of EPA’s 
knowledge, assessment at a site has been completed and that 
EPA has determined no further steps will be taken to list the 
site on the NPL. 

0.5 0 

RCRA 
CORRACTS/ 

TSD 

The USEPA maintains a database of RCRA facilities 
associated with treatment, storage, and disposal (TSD) of 
hazardous waste that are undergoing “corrective action.”  A 
“corrective action” order is issued when there has been a 
release of hazardous waste or constituents into the 
environment from a RCRA facility. 

1.0 0 

RCRA Non-
CORRACTS/ 

TSD 

The RCRA Non-CORRACTS/TSD Database is a compilation 
by the USEPA of facilities which report storage, transportation, 
treatment, or disposal of hazardous waste.  Unlike the RCRA 
CORRACTS/TSD database, the RCRA Non-CORRACTS/TSD 
database does not include RCRA facilities where corrective 
action is required. 

0.5 0 

RCRA 
Generators 

The RCRA Generators database, maintained by the USEPA, 
lists facilities that generate hazardous waste as part of their 
normal business practices.  Generators are listed as large, 
small, or conditionally exempt.  LQGs produce at least 1000 
kg/month of non-acutely hazardous waste or 1 kg/month of 
acutely hazardous waste.  SQGs produce 100-1000 kg/month 
of non-acutely hazardous waste.  VSQGs are those that 
generate less than 100 kg/month of non-acutely hazardous 
waste. 

0.25 3 

RCRA NonGen / 
NLR 

The RCRA-NonGen database, maintained by the USEPA, lists 
facilities that were previously listed in the RCRA Generators 
database but no longer generate hazardous waste as part of 
their normal business practices (No Longer Regulated).   

0.25 2 

ERNS 
The ERNS is a listing compiled by the USEPA on reported 
releases of petroleum and hazardous substances to the air, soil 
and/or water. 

Subject 
Property 

0 

HMIRS Hazardous Materials Information Reporting System 
Subject 
Property 

0 
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Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Sites 

IC / EC 

A listing of sites with engineering and/or institutional controls in 
place.  Engineering controls include various forms of caps, 
building foundations, liners, and treatment methods to create 
pathway elimination for regulated substances to enter 
environmental media or effect human health.  Institutional 
controls include administrative measures, such as 
groundwater use restrictions, construction restrictions, 
property use restrictions, and post remediation care 
requirements intended to prevent exposure to contaminants 
remaining on site.  Deed restrictions are generally required as 
part of the institutional controls. 

0.5 0 

DOD Department of Defense Sites 1.0 0 

FUDS Formerly Used Defense Sites 1.0 1 

US 
BROWNFIELDS 

A listing of Brownfield Sites 0.5 3 

CONSENT Superfund (CERCLA) Consent Decrees 1.0 0 

ROD Records of Decision 1.0 0 

UMTRA Uranium Mill Tailings Sites 0.5 0 

ODI Open Dump Inventory 0.5 0 

TRIS Toxic Chemical Release Inventory System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

TSCA Toxic Substances Control Act 
Subject 
Property 

0  

FTTS FIFRA/TSCA Tracking System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

SSTS Section 7 Tracking Systems 
Subject 
Property 

0 

ICIS Integrated Compliance Information System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

LUCIS Land Use Control Information System 0.5 0 

RADINFO Radiation Information Database 
Subject 
Property 

0 

CDL Clandestine Drug Labs 
Subject 
Property 

0 

PADS PCB Activity Database System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

MLTS Material Licensing Tracking System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

MINES Mines Master Index File 0.25 0 

ECHO Enforcement and Compliance History Information 
Subject 
Property 

0 

FINDS Facility Index System/Facility Registry System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

RAATS RCRA Administrative Action Tracking System 
Subject 
Property 

0 
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Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Sites 

2020 COR Action 

The EPA has set ambitious goals for the RCRA Corrective 
Action program by creating the 2020 Corrective Action 
Universe. This RCRA cleanup baseline includes facilities 
expected to need corrective action. 

0.25 0 

 
State Databases 

Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Facilities 

State Hazardous 
Waste 

EGLE maintains a database of state equivalent CERCLIS 
facilities in the State of Michigan. 

1.0 0 

SWF/LF 
EGLE maintains a database of solid waste disposal facilities 
and landfills in the State of Michigan. 

0.5 0 

LUST 
EGLE has compiled a database of Leaking Underground 
Storage Tank in the State of Michigan. 

0.5 6 

UST 
EGLE has compiled a database of registered Underground 
Storage Tanks in the State of Michigan. 

0.25 7 

AST 
EGLE has compiled a database of registered Aboveground 
Storage Tanks in the State of Michigan. 

0.25 4 

BEA 
EGLE maintains a listing of properties in which a Baseline 
Environmental Assessment (BEA) has been conducted.   

0.5 0 

AUL Sites with institutional and/or engineering controls in place.   0.5 1 

AIRS Permit and Emissions Inventory Data 0.001 0 

DRYCLEANERS 
EGLE maintains a list of dry cleaning facilities in the State of 
Michigan.   

0.25 0 

LIENS 
EGLE maintains a list of liens placed on a property due to an 
environmental condition.   

Subject 
Property 

0 

BROWNFIELDS Brownfields Site Location Listing 0.5 0 

SPILLS The State of Michigan maintains a list of spills 
Subject 
Property 

0 

Inventory Inventory of Facilities 0.5 3 

Part 201 
EGLE maintains a database of “facilities” as defined by Part 
201 

1.0 5 

WDS Waste Data System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

 
Tribal Databases 

Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Facilities 

INDIAN 
RESERVE 

Indian Reservations 1.0 0 

INDIAN LUST Leaking Underground Storage Tanks on Indian land 0.5 0 

INDIAN UST 
EGLE has compiled a database of registered Underground 
Storage Tanks on Indian land in the State of Michigan. 

0.25 0 
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EDR Proprietary Records 

Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Facilities 

Manufactured 
Gas Plants 

EDR Proprietary Manufactured Gas Plants 1.0 0 

Historical Auto 
Stations 

EDR Exclusive Historic Gas Stations 0.25 2 

Historical Dry 
Cleaners 

EDR Exclusive Historic Dry Cleaners 0.25 0 

 
The following table summarizes the site-specific information provided by the database 
and/or gathered by this office for identified facilities. Sites are listed in order of proximity to 
the subject property. Distances of most of the sites were adjusted to field observed and/or 
mapped distances and should be considered approximate. In addition to the cited site-
specific information, EDR provides a generalized approximate groundwater flow direction 
based on surface topography (EDR Radius Map, Groundwater Flow Direction Information). 
According to EDR, the groundwater flow direction is to the southwest. Prior professional 
knowledge indicates groundwater flow is locally to the southeast toward Silver Lead Creek. 
Local groundwater depth is estimated to be greater than 60 feet below grade based on static 
water level data obtained from a 2020 Annual Groundwater Report for the United States Air 
Force Civil Engineer Center. 
 
Additional discussion for selected sites may follow the summary table. 
 

Listed Sites 

Site Name and Location Estimated Distance/Direction/Gradient Database Listings 

Building 603 
F Avenue and 3rd Street 

Approximately 190 feet / Northwest / Up 
gradient 

UST 

Princeton Cooperative 
502 2nd Street South 

Approximately 330 feet / Southeast / Side 
gradient 

EDR Historical Auto 

Boreal Aviation Inc. 
530 F Avenue 

Approximately 330 feet / West / Side 
gradient 

WDS, FINDS, ECHO, RCRA-
VSQG, AST 

Building 534 
3rd Street 

Approximately 420 feet / East / Side 
gradient 

LUST 

Building 610 
308 F Avenue  

Approximately 430 feet / North / Up 
gradient 

UST, LUST 
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Site Name and Location Estimated Distance/Direction/Gradient Database Listings 

406 D Avenue 
Approximately 470 feet / East / Side 

gradient 
AST, UST, RCRA NonGen/NLR 

Building 530 
404 D Avenue 

Approximately 600 feet / Southeast / Side 
gradient 

UST, LUST 

Building 412 
D Avenue 

Approximately 670 feet / Southwest / 
Down gradient 

UST, LUST 

AJ Marklund 
502 N. Third Street 

Approximately 700 feet / East / Side 
gradient 

EDR Historic Auto 

Sawyer Iron & Metal 
400 C Avenue 

Approximately 800 feet / East / Side 
gradient 

SWRCY 

Building 608 
C Avenue & 4th Street 

Approximately 730 feet / Northeast / Side 
gradient 

UST 

RNFL Acquisition LLC 
513 4th Street 

Approximately 1,070 feet / North / Up 
gradient 

RCRA-VSQG 

Building 732 
541 9th Street 

Approximately 3,260 feet / North / Up 
gradient   

FINDS, US Brownfields 

225 Airport Road 
Approximately 3,710 feet / North / Up 

gradient 

PFAS, AUL, WDS, RCRA-
VSQG, FUDS, Inventory, Part 

201, BEA 

 
Subject Property 
The subject property is not listed on the EDR Radius Map™ Report. 
 
Building 603 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 603 as located at “NE Corner Ave. F & 3rd” 
on the UST database. The Michigan UST database associates two USTs with Building 603 
(Facility ID: 00015269). 
 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-102038-15 1,000 Diesel 07/23/1992 07/14/2010 

UTK-011693-15 1,000 Diesel 04/07/1981 07/07/1992 
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TriMedia staff submitted FOIA requests to LARA regarding the USTs associated with 
Building 603. Documentation from LARA confirms the clean removal of UTK-011693-15 in 
1992 and of UTK-102038-15 in 2010. Given the clean closure of the USTs, Building 603 is 
not considered a REC. 
 
Princeton Cooperative 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Princeton Cooperative located at “502 2nd Street 
South” on the EDR Historical Auto database. This database is a private database kept by 
EDR. The listing for Princeton Cooperative appears to be for an address in Princeton, MI. 
Princeton Cooperative is listed in error on the EDR Radius Map Report for the Gwinn area 
and is not considered a REC.  
 
Boreal Aviation Inc. 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Boreal Aviation, Inc. located at 530 F Avenue on the 
AST, WDS, FINDS, ECHO, and RCRA-VSQG databases. The EPA Facility Index System 
(FINDS) is a central and common inventory of facilities monitored or regulated by the EPA. 
The RCRA-VSQG designation indicates Boreal Aviation, Inc. is a very small quantity 
generator of hazardous waste. The Waste Data System (WDS) tracks activities at sites 
regulated by the Solid Waste, Scrap Tire, Hazardous Waste, and Liquid Industrial Waste 
programs. The WDS entry for Boreal Aviation, Inc. lists two citations. The entries indicate a 
return to compliance less than one month after the violations were initially noted. Neither 
entry was listed as a “high priority” in the database. The Enforcement and Compliance 
History Online (ECHO) database listing indicates the generator has active status with no 
violations noted in the previous 12 quarters.  
 
Boreal Aviation, Inc. owns an AST located at 199 F Avenue, downgradient from the subject 
property.  
 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

ATK-102038-15 12,000 Other 07/08/1997 Currently In Use 

 
TriMedia staff submitted FOIA requests to LARA and EGLE regarding the AST at 199 F 
Avenue. Documentation from LARA confirms the installation of the tank with spill prevention 
measures and secondary containment. Correspondence from EGLE indicated there were 
no files on record regarding the AST. Given its relative gradient to the subject property, 
Boreal Aviation, Inc. is not considered a REC. 
 
Building 534 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 534 located on “Third Street” in the LUST 
database. The Michigan UST database associates three USTs with Building 534 (Facility 
ID: 00006518).  
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Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-038226-15 4,000 Gasoline 02/05/1957 01/01/1992 

UTK-070771-15 14,000 Diesel 02/05/1957 01/01/1992 

UTK-070780-15 5,000 Gasoline 02/05/1957 01/01/1992 

 
TriMedia staff submitted a FOIA request to LARA regarding the tanks at Building 534. A 
release, C-1189-92, was confirmed upon removal of the USTs in 1992. Correspondence 
from EGLE indicates remedial activities have occurred, leading to the closure of the LUST 
site. Given the gradient of Building 534 to the subject property and clean closure of the site, 
Building 534 is not considered a REC. 
 
Building 610 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 610 on the LUST and UST databases. 
Building 610 is located at 308 F Avenue, although addresses for Building 610 are 
inconsistent across database records. Further examination of the Michigan UST database 
indicates records of three USTs associated with Building 610 (Facility ID: 00006515). 
 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-096785-15 2,000 Used Oil 02/05/1957 01/01/1992 

UTK-039452-15 2,000 Used Oil 02/05/1957 01/01/1992 

UTK-096782-15 1,000 Other (Waste JP-4) 02/05/1957 01/01/1992 

 
TriMedia staff submitted FOIA requests to LARA and EGLE regarding the USTs associated 
with Building 610. Documentation from LARA confirms the removal of the USTs in 1992. A 
release (C-1521-92) was discovered during the removal of the tanks on September 8, 1992. 
A Finding of Suitability to Lease (FOSL) on file with EGLE from 1995 indicates the extent of 
contamination from release had yet to be determined. Given the relative distance and 
gradient of Building 610 from the subject property, impacted groundwater could migrate, 
posing an ongoing risk to the subject property. Building 610 is considered to be a REC. 
 
406 D Avenue 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed two related entities (Marquette County and Marquette 
County Road Commission) located at 406 D Avenue on the UST, AST, and RCRA 
NonGen/NLR databases. Entities listed in the RCRA NonGen/NLR database do not 
presently generate hazardous waste. 
 
Further examination of the Michigan UST database indicates records of one UST associated 
with 406 D Avenue (Facility ID: 00039734). The owner on the listing is the Marquette County 
Road Commission. 
 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-055521-15 12,000 Diesel 08/27/1998 Currently In Use 
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TriMedia submitted a FOIA request to LARA regarding the tanks at 406 D Avenue. Recent 
inspection documentation indicates approval of the facility. Although violations had been 
noted in the past, there was no documentation indicating a release. Given its gradient 
relative to the subject property, 406 D Avenue is not considered a REC. 
 
Building 530 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 530 located at 404 D Avenue on the UST 
and LUST databases. The Michigan UST database associates two USTs with Building 530 
(Facility ID: 00035174).  
 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-000840-15 500 None Listed 01/01/1970 05/26/1994 

UTK-007037-15 1,000 Other (WATER), 
Used Oil 

01/01/1994 12/19/2001 

 

TriMedia submitted a FOIA request to LARA regarding the USTs. Documentation confirms 
the closure of both tanks. When closing UTK-007037-15, a release (C-0068-02) was 
detected and reported February 8, 2002. No additional documentation is on file with EGLE 
or LARA regarding Building 530 or the associated release. Given the relative distance and 
gradient of Building 530 to the subject property, Building 530 is not considered a REC. 
 
Building 412 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 412 on D Avenue on the UST and LUST 
databases. However, Building 412 is physically located on F Avenue between Buildings 421 
and 422. The listing uses Building 412 as part of the street address and KI Sawyer AFB is 
listed as the primary name for the facility. Further examination of the Michigan UST 
database indicates records of one UST associated with Building 412 (Facility ID: 00006520). 
 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-091127-15 15000 Gasoline 02/05/1958 01/01/1992 

 
Documentation from LARA confirms a release (C-0622-89) on October 4,1989 which was 
detected during a failed tank tightness test. A handwritten note on a release form indicates 
some soil was removed. The EDR Radius Map™ Report shows the release was closed on 
January 1, 1993, although no documentation from LARA confirming the closure was 
available. Electronic correspondence from EGLE indicated no records were on file regarding 
Building 412 or C-0622-89. Given the relative distance and downgradient position of Building 
412 to the subject property, Building 412 is not considered a REC. 
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AJ Marklund 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed AJ Marklund located at “502 North Third Street” on 
the EDR Historical Auto database. This database is a private database kept by EDR. The 
listing for AJ Marklund appears to be for an address in Princeton, MI. AJ Marklund is listed 
in error on the EDR Radius Map Report for the Gwinn area and is not considered a REC.  
 
Sawyer Iron & Metal 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Sawyer Iron & Metal, located at 400 C Avenue, on 
the SWRCY database. SWRCY designates recycling facilities in the state of Michigan. 
Sawyer Iron & Metal was a transfer station for household waste. Sawyer Iron & Metal is not 
considered a REC. 
 
Building 608 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 608 at “Ave. C 4th” on the UST database. 
Further examination of the Michigan UST database indicates one UST is associated with 
Building 608 (Facility ID: 00006517).  
 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-033052-15 2,000 Other (Waste JP-4) 02/05/1961 05/06/1990 

 
Tank deregistration records from LARA provide no indication of spills or releases. Given the 
relative distance and gradient of Building 608 from the subject property, Building 608 is 
unlikely to be a REC. 

 
RNFL Acquisition LLC 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed RNFL Acquisition, LLC, located at 513 4th Street, on 
the RCRA-VSQG database. The ECHO database listing indicates the generator has active 
status with no violations noted in the previous 12 quarters. There was no record of formal 
enforcement in the listing. The WDS entry for RNFL Acquisition, LLC contains operator 
information but otherwise does not list activities, including any history of inspections or 
violations. RNFL Acquisition, LLC is not considered a REC. 
 
Building 732 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 732 located at 541 9th Street on the US 
Brownfields and FINDS databases. Building 732 was listed in the Brownfield database 
(ACRES ID: 236203). The entry indicated assessments were conducted in 2013 and 2018. 
According to the entry, “no asbestos-containing building materials were found during the 
asbestos survey.” No additional hazardous materials are indicated in the entry. As asbestos 
is outside the scope of Phase I Environmental Site Assessments, Building 732 is not 
considered a REC.   
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225 Airport Road 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed the US Transportation Security Administration (TSA) 
located at 225 Airport Road on the PFAS, RCRA-VSQG, AUL, and WDS databases. The 
WDS entry for TSA contains operator information, but otherwise does not list activities, 
including any history of inspections or violations. The PFAS listing refers to the chemicals 
per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) which are a class of compounds not currently 
in scope for Phase I ESAs. A land use restriction is detailed in a declaration of restrictive 
covenants, which primarily restricts the use of groundwater. Land upgradient to the subject 
property in the declaration of restrictive covenants, designated as FT-07, is located north of 
the domestic airport terminal.  
 
At the same address, K.I. Sawyer Airforce Base is listed on the FUDS, Inventory, Part 201, 
and BEA databases. The Federal Used Defense Sits (FUDS) listing showed a preliminary 
assessment had been performed at K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base and no projects were 
planned for that location. The Remediation Information Data Exchange (RIDE), operated by 
EGLE’s Remediation and Redevelopment Division, has an entry for K.I. Sawyer Airport. The 
entry lists multiple contaminants impacting the location including petroleum volatile and semi 
volatile organic compounds, chlorinated volatile and semi volatile organic compounds, and 
elements, metals, or other inorganics. The BEA entry indicates a Baseline Environmental 
Assessment was performed to document existing contamination. Two BEAs are on file for 
225 Airport Road, however, electronic mail correspondence from the EGLE’s Remediation 
and Redevelopment Division indicates that file information has been misplaced and is 
unavailable.  
 
Documentation regarding long term groundwater monitoring, obtained through EGLE, 
indicates multiple areas impacted by contamination throughout the former Air Force Base. 
The site designated “K.I. Sawyer AFB – SS-17” shows a soil use restriction under the 
operations apron at Sawyer International Airport and a groundwater use restriction 
extending from the operations apron east beyond Kelly Johnson Memorial Highway. The 
groundwater use restriction remains active due to contaminant levels. Ongoing groundwater 
monitoring indicates the contamination plume has decreased in size over several years. 
Given the decreasing size of the plume, the ongoing groundwater monitoring activities, and 
relative distance of the contamination plume from the subject property, this is not considered 
a REC. 

 
Other Sites 
The remaining sites listed on the EDR Radius Map™ Report do not represent environmental 
concerns to the subject property based upon regulatory status, presumed groundwater flow 
direction, and/or relative distance from the property. 
   
Please refer to Appendix D for a copy of the EDR Radius Map Report.    
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4.2 ADDITIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL RECORD SOURCES 
TriMedia submitted a FOIA request to the FOIA Coordinator for EGLE in Lansing, Michigan 
for file information for the subject property. Electronic mail correspondence from the EGLE’s 
Remediation and Redevelopment Division indicates that file information does not exist for 
the subject property. 
 

4.3 PHYSICAL SETTING SOURCES 
TriMedia used a United States Geological Survey (USGS) Topographic Map and EDR’s 
GeoCheck® option to obtain information regarding the subject property’s physical setting 
(i.e., soils, geology, hydrology, etc.).  A discussion of the physical setting features is included 
in Section 5.2.4.  

4.4 HISTORICAL USE INFORMATION ON THE PROPERTY 
TriMedia reviewed standard historical sources, as identified in E1527-13, to identify potential 
RECs associated with historical use of the property.  TriMedia subcontracted EDR to provide 
the following standard historical sources: 
 
4.4.1 Historical Aerial Photographs 
The EDR Aerial Photo Decade Package provided TriMedia with historical aerial photographs 
from 1939, 1951, 1964, 1975, 1981, 1993, 1998, 2006, 2009, 2012, and 2016. Selected 
photographs are summarized below. 

 
Historical Aerial Photographs 

Direction Description 

Subject Property 

No structures are visible on the subject property in the photographs from 1939 
through 1951. In the 1964 photograph, the subject property is visible with a smaller 
structure on it. The structure currently standing on the subject property is visible 
from the 1993 through 2016 aerial photographs.  

North 
North of the subject property, the land appears undeveloped and vegetated from 
the 1939 through 1951 aerial photographs. Photographs from 1964 to 2016 show 
a building on property along F Avenue north of the subject property.  

East 

East of the subject property, the land appears undeveloped and vegetated from the 
1939 through 1951 aerial photographs. A building is visible east of the subject 
property in the 1964 aerial photograph. The footprint of the property east of the 
subject property remains unchanged between the 1964 and 2016 aerial 
photographs. 

South 

Lands south of the subject property appear undeveloped in the photographs from 
1939 through 1951. In the 1964 photograph, structures are apparent southeast of 
the subject property. The footprint of the adjacent property southeast of the subject 
property remains unchanged between the 1964 and 2016 aerial photographs. 

West 

Lands west of the subject property appear undeveloped in the photographs from 
1939 through 1951. In the 1964 photograph, buildings west of the subject property 
are visible. The footprint of the property to the west remains unchanged between 
the 1964 and 2016 aerial photographs. 
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4.4.2 Historical Topographic Maps 
The EDR Historical Topographic Map Report provided TriMedia with historical USGS 
topographic maps from 1932, 1952, 1975, 1985, 2014, 2017, and 2019.  Note that the 2014, 
2017 and 2019 maps only depict topography, roads and streets, and land cover.   
 

Historical Topographic Maps 

Direction Description 

Subject Property 
The subject property appears undeveloped from the earliest map from 1932. In the 
1975 map, a structure on the subject property is depicted. The subject property 
appears developed in the topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

North 

The lands north of the subject property appear undeveloped from the 1932 through 
the 1952 topographic maps. In the 1975 map, a building to the north of the subject 
property along F Avenue is visible. Property north of the subject property appears 
developed in the topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

East 

The lands east of the subject property appear undeveloped from the 1932 through 
the 1952 topographic maps. In the 1975 map, buildings are present east of the 
subject property. Property east of the subject property appears developed in the 
topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

South 

The lands south of the subject property appear undeveloped from the 1932 through 
the 1952 topographic maps. In the 1975 map, a building to the southeast of the 
subject property across 2nd Street is apparent. Land south of the subject property 
appears developed in the topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

West 

The land west of the subject property appears undeveloped from the 1932 through 
the 1952 topographic maps. In the 1975 map, buildings are depicted west of the 
subject property across F Avenue. Land west of the subject property appears 
developed in the topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

 
4.4.3 Historical City Directories 
The EDR City Directory Abstract provided TriMedia with historical business directory (Polk’s 
City Directory) listings for the subject property’s address or addresses in proximity to the 
subject property.  Listings (if listed) were provided from 1992 to 2017 at approximate five-
year intervals.  The following table highlights findings, please refer to Appendix E for a full 
listing of addresses. 

 
Historical City Directories 

Direction Description 

Subject Property No records for the subject property were included in the City Directory. 

North No records north of the subject property were included in the City Directory. 

East No records east of the subject property were included in the City Directory. 

South No records south of the subject property were included in the City Directory. 

West 401 Avenue F: Boreal Aviation Inc. (2005-2017). 

 
 
 
 



  

 

 
- 20 - 

Phase I ESA 
Building 428, Gwinn, MI   
Project Number 2021-2800 
 

4.4.4 Historical Fire Insurance Maps 
Historical fire insurance maps (Sanborn Maps) were requested from EDR to evaluate past 
uses of the subject property and surrounding properties. Based on the request, EDR 
indicated Sanborn Maps were not available for the subject property and surrounding area.  

 

4.5 HISTORICAL USE INFORMATION ON SUBJECT PROPERTY 
Based on the previously described environmental records and historical sources, the current 
structure on the subject property first appeared in 1958 for Life Support on K.I. Sawyer Air 
Force Base. Since the closure of the air force base in 1995, the building has been vacant. 
 
Please refer to Appendix E for copies of the aerial photographs, topographic maps, and City 
Directories.  
 

4.6 HISTORICAL USE INFORMATION ON ADJOINING PROPERTIES 
Based on the previously described environmental records and historical sources, the area 
surrounding the subject property was generally developed concurrently and following the 
construction of the subject property. Building 429, the auditor’s office east of the subject 
property, was built in 1987. Building 610, north of the subject property, was built in 1961. 
Building 610 was the aerospace ground equipment gas station. Adjacent to the southeast 
of the subject property is Building 431. Building 431 was constructed in 1959 and housed 
aerospace ground equipment. West of the subject property was Building 426, a structure 
constructed for security police on base in 1980. 
 

4.7 RECORDS REVIEW SUMMARY 
Based on a review of historical information, the subject property was developed in 1958 for 
Life Support on K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. Since the closure of the air force base in 1995, 
the building has been vacant. Other sections of the former air force base were developed at 
the same time or following the construction of the subject property. 
 

5.0 SITE RECONNAISSANCE 

 
5.1 METHODOLOGY AND LIMITING CONDITIONS 

TriMedia, represented by Mr. Lance Lindberg, Senior Scientist, conducted a site 
reconnaissance of the subject property on November 4, 2022. Weather conditions at the 
time of site reconnaissance were overcast with a temperature of approximately 37 degrees 
Fahrenheit (°F). 
 
The site reconnaissance included the following:  

 
 Observation of the subject property, the subject property interior areas, and adjacent 

properties for indications of RECs; 
 Visual and physical observation of the periphery of the subject property and structures 
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made by walking the perimeter of the subject property, and crisscrossing the site to 
identify points of interest; 

 
 Observation of, surrounding properties, and, 

 
 Interviews with individuals, as available, familiar with the subject property’s history and 

potential environmental liabilities. 
 

5.2 GENERAL SITE SETTING 
 

5.2.1 Current Uses of the Subject Property 
The subject property is currently vacant.  
 
5.2.2 Past Uses of the Subject Property  
Based on historical sources, the subject property was built in 1958 for Life Support on K.I. 
Sawyer Air Force Base. Since the closure of the former air force base in 1995, the building 
has been vacant. 
 
5.2.3 Current and Past Uses of Surrounding Properties 
Based on the review of previously described environmental records and historical sources, 
and the completion of site reconnaissance activities, the area surrounding the subject 
property was generally developed concurrently or following the construction of the subject 
property in 1958. The official opening of K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base occurred on May 8, 
1959. Building 429, the auditor’s office east of the subject property, was built in 1987. 
Building 610, north of the subject property, was built in 1961. Building 610 was the 
aerospace ground equipment gas station. Adjacent to the southeast of the subject property 
is Building 431. Building 431 was constructed in 1959 and housed aerospace ground 
equipment. West of the subject property was Building 426, a structure constructed for 
security police on base in 1980. 
 
5.2.4 Geologic, Hydrogeologic, and Topographic Conditions 
The subject property is situated approximately 1,185 feet above mean sea level. The 
surrounding area topography is relatively flat, generally sloping to the south. The geology of 
the area consists of Cambrian stratified rock. The naturally occurring soil type on the subject 
property is Udipsamments, characterized as well drained to excessively drained sands and 
gravels. Local groundwater flow is estimated to be to the southeast in the direction of Silver 
Lead Creek. Silver Lead Creek is located approximately 3,940 feet from the subject property. 
 
5.2.5 General Description of Structures 
The subject property contains the former Life Support building for the air force base. The 
building is 3,114 square feet and is constructed of concrete block, wood, and metal with a 
slab on grade foundation. The building is currently vacant. 
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5.2.6 Roads and Utilities 
The subject property is located northeast of the intersection of 2nd Street and F Avenue. 
Parking is available south of the structure, accessible from 2nd Street.  
 
Utilities available to the subject property consist of gas, electrical, cable/internet, and 
telephone service.  A municipal water supply and wastewater treatment facilities serve the 
subject property.  
 

5.3 SITE OBSERVATIONS 
The following table summarizes site observations and interviews. Affirmative responses 
(designated by an “X”) are discussed in more detail following the table.  Photographs of select 
items observed at the subject property are included in Appendix C. 
 

Site Features 

Category Item or Feature Observed 

Site Operations, 
Processes, and 

Equipment 

Emergency generators  

Elevators  

Air compressors  

Hydraulic lifts  

Dry cleaning  

Photo processing  

Laboratory hoods and/or incinerators  

Waste treatment systems and/or water treatment systems  

Heating and/or cooling systems X 

Other processes or equipment  

Aboveground 
Chemical or Waste 

Storage 

Aboveground storage tanks  

Drums, barrels and/or containers  5 gallons  

SDS  

Underground 
Chemical or Waste 

Storage, Drainage or 
Collection Systems 

Underground storage tanks or ancillary UST equipment  

Sumps, cisterns, catch basins and/or dry wells  

Grease traps  

Septic tanks and/or leach fields  

Oil/water separators  

Pipeline markers  

Interior floor drains X 

Electrical 
Transformers/ PCBs 

Pad or pole mounted transformers and/or capacitors  

Other equipment  

Releases or Potential 
Releases 

Stressed vegetation  

Stained soil   

Stained pavement or similar surface  

Leachate and/or waste seeps  

Trash, debris and/or other waste materials  

Dumping or disposal areas  

Construction/demolition debris and/or dumped fill dirt  
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Category Item or Feature Observed 

Surface water discoloration, odor, sheen, and/or free-floating 
product 

 

Strong, pungent, or noxious odors   

Exterior pipe discharges and/or other effluent discharges  

Other Notable Site 
Features 

Surface water bodies  

Quarries or pits  

Wells  

 
Site Operations, Processes, and Equipment 
 
Heating and/or Cooling Systems 
The building is heated using a natural gas furnace. An air conditioning unit may be located 
on the roof. No environmental concerns were noted with the heating and cooling systems.  

 
Underground Chemical or Waste Storage, Drainage or Collection Systems 
 
Interior Floor Drains 
Floor drains are located in the men’s and women’s bathrooms and inside the door at the 
north entrance. The floor drains are connected to the wastewater treatment system located 
on the former air force base.  

 

5.4 SITE RECONNAISSANCE SUMMARY  
The site reconnaissance was conducted on November 4, 2022. The site reconnaissance 
identified heating and cooling systems and interior floor drains on the subject property. No 
environmental concerns were noted during the site reconnaissance. 
 
 

6.0 INTERVIEWS 

 

6.1 INTERVIEW WITH OWNER 
TriMedia interviewed Mr. Duane DuRay, Director of Operations at Sawyer International 
Airport and Business Center. He became the manager of the airport in 2012 and assumed 
the role of Director of Operations in 2019. Mr. DuRay indicated the subject property is 
believed to contain lead-based paint, asbestos, mold, and possibly other hazardous 
materials. He recommended the use of PPE when entering the structure. 
 

6.2 INTERVIEW WITH SITE MANAGER 
TriMedia interviewed Mr. Duane DuRay, as noted.  
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6.3 INTERVIEW WITH OCCUPANTS 
TriMedia interviewed Mr. Duane DuRay, as noted. 
 

6.4 INTERVIEWS WITH LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 
TriMedia completed a FOIA request with Marquette County Health Department for 
environmental records (i.e., spills, releases, fires) regarding the subject property. The 
Marquette County Health Department indicated that there were no records on file associated 
with the subject property. TriMedia interviewed Mr. Ron Lauren, an officer of Forsyth 
Township Fire Department and Clerk for Forsyth Township. Mr. Lauren indicated no 
knowledge of fire at the subject property since the closure of the air force base in 1995. 
Records prior to base closure were unavailable. 
 

6.5 INTERVIEWS WITH OTHERS 
TriMedia did not interview others regarding the subject property.   
 
 

7.0 FINDINGS 

 
After a review of environmental records, site reconnaissance, review of historical data, and select 
interviews, TriMedia found indication of one (1) REC associated with the subject property.  The 
identified REC includes: 
 
 A release (C-1521-92) was discovered during the removal of three underground storage 

tanks (USTs) on September 8, 1992 at the side-gradient property at Building 610. A Finding 
of Suitability to Lease (FOSL) on file with EGLE from 1995 indicates the extent of 
contamination from the release had yet to be determined. No additional file information 
detailing remediation at Building 610 was available. Given the relative proximity of Building 
610, it is possible for impacted groundwater to migrate, posing an ongoing risk to the subject 
property. 
 

 

8.0 OPINION 

 
Based on reasonably ascertainable information compiled by TriMedia, as well as information and 
data provided by other select individuals and/or agencies during the completion of this Phase I ESA, 
it is our professional opinion the results of the Phase I ESA have revealed evidence suggesting the 
presence of current environmental concerns regarding potential groundwater contaminant 
migration onto the subject property.    
 
 
 



  

 

 
- 25 - 

Phase I ESA 
Building 428, Gwinn, MI   
Project Number 2021-2800 
 

9.0 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
TriMedia has performed a Phase I ESA in conformance with the scope and limitations of ASTM 
Practice E1527-13 for property located at 509 2nd Street in Gwinn, Michigan.  Any exceptions to, or 
deletions from, this practice are described in Section 10.0 of this report. This assessment has 
revealed evidence of one (1) REC in connection with the subject property. Based on the results of 
the Phase I ESA, the depth of groundwater in the vicinity (>60 feet), and the intended demolition 
activities proposed for the subject property, no further evaluation of the identified RECs is required 
at this time. TriMedia does recommend the following mitigation procedures during demolition 
activities: 
 
 If suspect contaminated soil and/or groundwater is encountered during demolition activities, 

characterization and/or monitoring of the material should be conducted during excavation 
and earth moving activities. 
 

 Demolition contractors and personnel who may encounter contaminated soil and/or 
groundwater should wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) as required with 
state and/or federal requirements for worker safety. 
 

 A site-specific Health and Safety Plan (HASP) shall be the responsibility of the demolition 
contractor to address the RECs identified. 

 
 

10.0 DEVIATIONS 
 
TriMedia has performed this Phase I ESA in conformance with the scope and limitations of ASTM 
Practice E1527-13.  TriMedia relied on the information and data provided by other organizations 
specifically denoted herein. TriMedia used its education, experience, and professional judgment to 
conduct this Phase I ESA.   
 
 

11.0 ADDITIONAL SERVICES  
 

No additional services were included as part of this Phase I ESA. 
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12.0 REFERENCES 

 
  

Name of Data Source 
Date of Initial 

Inquiry 

Date of Most 
Recently 
Provided 

Information 

Supporting 
Documentation 

Duane DuRay 
Director of Operations 
Sawyer International Airport and 
Business Center 
125 G Avenue 
Gwinn, Michigan 49841 
(906) 346-3308 

November 22, 2022 November 29, 2022 User Questionnaire, 
interview information as 
noted in this report 

Marquette County Health Department 
Environmental Health 
184 U.S. 41 East 
Marquette, Michigan 49855 
(906) 475-4195 
ehadmin@mqtco.org 

November 23, 2022 December 7, 2022 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

EGLE – FOIA Coordinator 
Department of Environmental, Great 
Lakes, and Energy 
P.O. Box 30473 
Lansing, MI 48909-7973 
800-662-9278                                        
EGLE-FOIA@michigan.gov 

November 22, 2022 January 10, 2023 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

LARA – FOIA Coordinator  
Department of Licensing and  
Regulatory Affairs  
Ottawa Building  
611 W. Ottawa  
P.O. Box 30004  
Lansing, MI 48909-7973  
517-335-3327  
LARAFOIAInfo@michigan.gov 

November 25, 2022 December 21, 2022 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

Ron Lauren - Officer 
Forsyth Township Fire Department 
186 West Flint Street 
Gwinn, Michigan 49841 
(906) 346-9217 

December 5, 2022 January 5, 2023 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

Environmental Data Resources Inc. 
6 Armstrong Road, 4th Floor 
Shelton, CT 06484 
1-800-352-6802 

November 7, 2022 November 8, 2022 Sanborn maps, topographic 
maps, environmental 
database records, aerial 
photographs 
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13.0  SIGNATURES OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONALS 

We declare that, to the best of our professional knowledge and belief, we meet the definition of 
Environmental Professional as defined in §312.10 of 40 CFR 312.  We have specific qualifications 
based on education, training, and experience to assess a property.  We have developed and 
performed all appropriate inquiries in conformance with the standards and practices set forth in 40 
CFR Part 312. 

2/7/2023 

Lance Lindberg  Date 
Project Manager / Senior Scientist 

2/7/2023 

Helen Amiri Date 
Staff Engineer 

2/7/2023 

Ryan J. Whaley Date 
Environmental Manager 
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14.0 QUALIFICATIONS OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONALS 
 

Lance Lindberg 
Project Manager/Senior Scientist 
llindberg@trimediaee.com 
 
Summary of Professional Experience 
Mr. Lindberg is an environmental scientist with over 30 years of experience with a strong 
background in environmental due diligence. His areas of specialty include Phase I/II environmental 
site assessments and baseline environmental assessments; asbestos surveys and lead-based 
paint inspections, CERCLA and RCRA facility investigations; and soil and groundwater 
contamination and remediation. Mr. Lindberg has conducted site investigations and closures 
associated with Part 201 of Michigan’s Public Act 451 and underground storage tank (UST) 
regulations of Michigan’s Part 213 of Public Act 451. Mr. Lindberg’s experience also includes direct 
involvement with on-site activities associated with environmental investigation and remediation 
projects.  
 
Mr. Lindberg is responsible for project management, regulatory and client contact, evaluation and 
assessment of contaminated sites, field activities and preparation of reports. He has coordinated 
and conducted environmental investigations, groundwater monitoring, free product monitoring and 
removal, soil disposal, and remediation system installation and operation. He has conducted site 
inspections to meet the requirements of SWPPs, SPCCs and PIPPs at industrial sites. Mr. Lindberg 
is also experienced in preparing bid specifications, work plans, supervising field operations and 
remediation activities, coordinating and conducting sampling activities and permitting. He has 
coordinated the sampling and disposal/recycling of nonhazardous and hazardous materials for 
clients. 
 
Certifications 
 Licensed Asbestos Inspector, State of Michigan (A35442) 
 OSHA 40-Hour Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response 
 Mine Safety and Health Administration 24-Hour Training 
 State of Michigan Storm Water Management Operator - Construction Site (C-12598) 
 State of Michigan Storm Water Management Operator - Industrial Site (I-08446) 
 American Red Cross First Aid and CPR 

 
Education 
 B.S. – Industrial Technology, Northern Michigan University, Marquette, Michigan  

 
 Professional Affiliations 

 Marquette County Brownfield Redevelopment Authority Board Member, 2010 to Present 
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Helen Amiri, EIT 
Staff Engineer 
hamiri@trimediaee.com 
 
Summary of Professional Experience 
Ms. Helen Amiri is an environmental engineer with an educational background centered on practical 
application. As part of her master’s program, she served in the South Pacific as a Peace Corps 
Water and Sanitation Hygiene Specialist, working with rural island communities, government 
agencies, and international nongovernmental organizations to improve water and sanitation 
infrastructure.  
 
Ms. Amiri has experience which includes consulting with industry for stormwater compliance, 
wastewater treatment and hazardous material disposal. She has experience writing Phase I 
Environmental Site Assessments and has assisted with air quality compliance reporting. She has 
written environmental baselines to establish conservation easements and has experience 
performing conservation compliance monitoring. 
 
Ms. Amiri has years of experience in drilling environments, supporting domestic well water and 
geotechnical drilling teams in isolated settings. Prior to joining TriMedia, she was co-owner of a 
drilling company in Vanuatu, where she coordinated with diverse teams on a variety of development 
projects. 
 
Certifications 
 E.I.T., State of Michigan 
 OSHA 40-Hour Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response 
 Mine Safety and Health Administration 24-Hour Training 
 State of Michigan Storm Water Operator – Construction Sites (#23518) 
 State of Michigan Storm Water Operator – Industrial Sites (#18931)  
 American Heart Association CPR and First Aid 

 
Education 
 M.S. – Environmental Engineering, Michigan Technological University, Houghton, 

Michigan. 
 Graduate Certificate – Sustainable Water Resource Systems, Michigan Technological 

University, Houghton, Michigan. 
 M.A. (Hons.) – International Relations and Film Studies, University of St. Andrews, St. 

Andrews, United Kingdom. 
 

 Professional Affiliations 
 Marquette County Solid Waste Management Authority Board Member, 2022 to Present 
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Ryan Whaley, CHMM, REHS 
Environmental Manager 
rwhaley@trimediaee.com 
 
Summary of Professional Experience   
Mr. Whaley lends his expertise on projects involving subsurface soil and water characterization, 
environmental site assessments, and regulatory compliance.  
 
Mr. Whaley has considerable experience in the environmental and regulatory compliance industry.  
Areas of expertise include underground storage tank management, site characterization and 
investigation, remediation, environmental monitoring and permitting, waste management, 
brownfield redevelopment, environmental drilling and the investigation and cleanup of accidental 
spills. 
 
Additionally, Mr. Whaley supports client communication through development of written reports and 
correspondence, dissemination and compilation of technical data, project planning and scheduling, 
and familiarity with environmental regulations.   
 
Mr. Whaley completed his Bachelor of Science degree from Ball State University in Natural 
Resources and Environmental Management with an emphasis on Land Management. 
 
Certifications 
 CHMM – Certified Hazardous Material Manager – Institute of Hazardous Materials 

Managers (IHMM) 
 REHS/RS – Registered Environmental Health Specialist/Registered Sanitarian - National 

Environmental Health Association (NEHA) 
 OSHA 40-Hour Hazardous Waste Operation and Emergency Response 

 
Education 
 BS – Natural Resources and Environmental Management, Ball State University, Muncie, 

Indiana 
 

 Professional Affiliations 
 National Ground Water Association 
 Certified Hazardous Materials Managers of Michigan 
 Former Executive Board Member for the Michigan Environmental Health Association 

(MEHA) 



 
 

 

 

Phase I Environmental Site Assessment 

 

Building 429 

505 2nd Street  

Gwinn, Michigan 49841 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Prepared for: 

Sawyer International Airport and Business Center 
125 G Avenue 
Gwinn, Michigan, 49841 
 

 

 

 

 

Date: February 7, 2023 

 

TriMedia Project Number 2021-2800 

  



 
 

Phase I Environmental Site Assessment 

Table of Contents 

 

1.0  Summary .......................................................................................................................... 1 

2.0  Introduction ..................................................................................................................... 1 

2.1  Location and Legal Description ............................................................................. 1 

2.2  Purpose ................................................................................................................. 1 

2.3  Detailed Scope of Services ................................................................................... 4 

2.4  Significant Assumptions ........................................................................................ 5 

2.5  Limitations and Exceptions .................................................................................... 5 

2.6  Special Terms and Conditions............................................................................... 5 

2.7  User Reliance ........................................................................................................ 5 

3.0  User Provided Information ............................................................................................. 6 

3.1  Title Records ......................................................................................................... 6 

3.2  Environmental Liens or Activity and Use Limitations ............................................. 6 

3.3  Specialized Knowledge or Experience .................................................................. 6 

3.4  Commonly Known or Reasonably Ascertainable Information ............................... 6 

3.5  Valuation Reduction for Environmental Issues ...................................................... 6 

3.6  Owner, Property Manager, and Occupant Information .......................................... 6 

3.7  Reasons for Performing Phase I ESA ................................................................... 7 

4.0  Records Review .............................................................................................................. 7 

4.1  Standard Environmental Record Sources ............................................................. 7 

4.2  Additional Environmental Record Sources .......................................................... 18 

4.3  Physical Setting Sources ..................................................................................... 18 

4.4  Historical Use Information on the Property .......................................................... 18 

4.4.1  Historical Aerial Photographs................................................................... 18 

4.4.2  Historical Topographic Maps ................................................................... 19 

4.4.3  Historical City Directories ......................................................................... 20 

4.4.4  Historical Fire Insurance Maps ................................................................ 20 

4.5  Historical Use Information on Subject Property ................................................... 20 

4.6  Historical Use Information on Adjoining Properties ............................................. 20 

4.7  Records Review Summary .................................................................................. 21 

 

 



 
 

5.0  Site Reconnaissance .................................................................................................... 21 

5.1  Methodology and Limiting Conditions.................................................................. 21 

5.2  General Site Setting ............................................................................................ 21 

5.2.1  Current Uses of the Subject Property ...................................................... 21 

5.2.2  Past Uses of the Subject Property ........................................................... 21 

5.2.3  Current and Past Uses of Surrounding Properties ................................... 22 

5.2.4  Geologic, Hydrogeologic, and Topographic Conditions ........................... 22 

5.2.5  General Description of Structures ............................................................ 22 

5.2.6  Roads and Utilities ................................................................................... 22 

5.3  Site Observations ................................................................................................ 22 

5.4  Site Reconnaissance Summary .......................................................................... 24 

6.0  Interviews ....................................................................................................................... 24 

6.1  Interview with Owner ........................................................................................... 24 

6.2  Interview with Site Manager ................................................................................ 24 

6.3  Interview with Occupants .................................................................................... 24 

6.4  Interviews with Local Government Officials ......................................................... 24 

6.5  Interviews with Others ......................................................................................... 24 

7.0  Findings ......................................................................................................................... 24 

8.0  Opinion ........................................................................................................................... 25 

9.0  Conclusions and recommendations ........................................................................... 25 

10.0  Deviations ...................................................................................................................... 26 

11.0  Additional Services ....................................................................................................... 26 

12.0  References ..................................................................................................................... 27 

13.0   Signatures of Environmental Professionals ............................................................... 28 

14.0  Qualifications of Environmental Professionals .......................................................... 29 

 

APPENDICES 

APPENDIX A Figures 

APPENDIX B General Property Information  

APPENDIX C Photographic Documentation  

APPENDIX D Regulatory Documentation 

APPENDIX E Historical Documentation 



  

 

 
- 1 - 

Phase I ESA 
Building 429, Gwinn, MI   
Project Number 2021-2800 
 

1.0 SUMMARY 

 

TriMedia Environmental & Engineering Services, LLC (TriMedia) was retained by Sawyer 

International Airport and Business Center to complete a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment 

(Phase I ESA) of a property located at 505 2nd Street in Gwinn, Michigan (“subject property”). The 

Phase I ESA was conducted in general accordance with American Society for Testing and Materials 

(ASTM) Standard Practice for Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site 

Assessment Process (E1527-13). 

 

After a review of environmental records, site reconnaissance, review of historical data, and select 

interviews, TriMedia found indication of one (1) Recognized Environmental Condition (REC) 

associated with the subject property.  The identified REC includes: 

 

 A release (C-1521-92) was discovered during the removal of three underground storage 

tanks (USTs) on September 8, 1992 at the side-gradient property at Building 610. A Finding 

of Suitability to Lease (FOSL) on file with EGLE from 1995 indicates the extent of 

contamination from the release had yet to be determined. No additional file information 

detailing remediation at Building 610 was available. Given the relative proximity of Building 

610, it is possible for impacted groundwater to migrate, posing an ongoing risk to the subject 

property. 

 

 

2.0 INTRODUCTION 

 

2.1 LOCATION AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION  

The subject property is located at 505 2nd Street in Gwinn, Michigan. The subject property 

consists of Building 429 which is 2,718 square feet located northwest of the intersection of 

D Avenue and 2nd Street in Gwinn, Michigan. A legal description is contained in Appendix 

B. 

 

The location of the subject property is presented in Figure 1 and Figure 2, located in 

Appendix A. Please refer to Appendix C for photographs of the subject property and 

surrounding properties.  

 

2.2 PURPOSE 

The purpose of the Phase I ESA was to evaluate the subject property for the presence of 

RECs (as defined by ASTM E1527-13).  This investigative effort was conducted to provide 

the prospective owner with a basis for asserting landowner liability protections and defenses 

(should landowner liability protections and defenses become necessary) under the 

Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 

(CERCLA) (42 U.S.C. et seq.) and applicable state law. 
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This evaluation was conducted in general accordance with ASTM Standard Practice for 

Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process (E1527-

13).  Performance of this Phase I ESA is intended to reduce, but not eliminate, uncertainty 

regarding environmental matters, while recognizing reasonable limits of time and cost.   

 

The following terms and acronyms may appear in this report: 

 

1. Aboveground Storage Tank (AST) – any tank that currently is or has in the past been 

used to contain hazardous substances or petroleum products, and which is located at 

least 90% above surface grade. 

 

2. Activity and Use Limitations (AULs) – legal (institutional controls) or physical 

(engineering controls) restrictions or limitations on the use of, or access to, a site or 

facility: (1) to reduce or eliminate potential exposure to hazardous substances or 

petroleum products in the soil, soil vapor, groundwater, and/or surface water on the 

property, or (2) to prevent activities that could interfere with the effectiveness of a 

response action, in order to ensure maintenance of a condition of no significant risk to 

public health or the environment.  

 

3.  Adjoining Property – any real property or properties the border of which is contiguous or 

partially contiguous with that of the subject property, or that would be contiguous or 

partially contiguous with that of the subject property but for a street, road, or other public 

thoroughfare separating them.     

 

4. Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generator (CESQG) – handler generates, 

transports, stores, or treats one hundred (100) kilograms or less of hazardous waste per 

calendar month and accumulates one thousand (1000) kilograms or less of hazardous 

waste at any time. 

 

5. Controlled Recognized Environmental Condition (CREC) – a recognized environmental 

condition resulting from a past release of hazardous substances or petroleum products 

that has been addressed to the satisfaction of applicable regulatory authority (for 

example, as evidenced by the issuance of a no further action letter or equivalent, or 

meeting risk-based criteria established by regulatory authority), with hazardous 

substances or petroleum products allowed to remain in place subject to the 

implementation of required controls (for example, property use restrictions, activity and 

use limitations, institutional controls, or engineering controls).  A CREC is to be listed in 

the findings section of the Phase I ESA report, and as a REC in the conclusions section 

of the Phase I ESA. 

 

6. De minimis condition – a condition that generally does not present a threat to human 

health or the environment and that generally would not be the subject of an enforcement 

action if brought to the attention of appropriate governmental agencies.  Conditions 
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determined to be de minimis conditions are not recognized environmental conditions nor 

controlled recognized environmental conditions. 

 

7. EGLE – Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy, formerly the 

Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) prior to April 22, 2019.   

 

8. Environmental Lien - a charge, security, or encumbrance upon title to a property to 

secure payment of a cost, damage, debt, obligation, or duty arising out of response 

actions, clean-up, or other remediation of hazardous substances or petroleum products 

upon a property, including (but not limited to) liens imposed pursuant to CERCLA 42 

USC 9607(1) & 9607(r) and similar state or local laws. 

 

9. Fire Insurance Maps - maps produced for private fire insurance companies (i.e., 

Sanborn Maps) that indicate historical uses of properties at specific dates. 

 

10. Hazardous Substance - a substance defined as a hazardous substance pursuant to 

CERCLA 42 USC 9601(14) as interpreted by EPA regulations and the courts. 

 

11. Historical Recognized Environmental Condition (HREC) – a past release of any 

hazardous substances or petroleum products that has occurred in connection with the 

property and has been addressed to the satisfaction of the applicable regulatory 

authority or meeting unrestricted use criteria established by a regulatory authority, 

without subjecting the property to any required controls (for example, property use 

restrictions, activity and use restrictions, institutional controls, or engineering controls).    

 

12. Large Quantity Generator (LQG) – handler generates, transports, stores, or treats over 

one thousand (1000) kilograms of hazardous waste or over one kilogram of acutely 

hazardous waste per calendar month. 

 

13. LUST – an underground storage tank on the State of Michigan list of leaking 

underground storage tank sites. 

 

14. Material Threat – a physically observable or obvious threat which is reasonably likely to 

lead to a release that is threatening and may result in a negative impact to public health 

or the environment. 

 

15. Migrate/migration – for purposes of this practice, “migrate” and “migration” refers to the 

movement of hazardous substance or petroleum products in any form, including, for 

example, solid and liquid at the surface or subsurface, and vapor in the subsurface. 

 

16. PCB - Polychlorinated Biphenyl. 
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17. Petroleum Products - petroleum, including crude oil or any fraction thereof which is not 

otherwise specifically listed or designated as a hazardous substance under CERCLA 42 

USC, including natural gas, natural gas liquids, and synthetic gas usable for fuel.  

 

18. Physical Setting Sources - sources that provide information about the geologic, 

hydrogeologic, or topographical characteristics of the site. 

 

19. Reasonably Ascertainable - information that is (1) publicly available, (2) obtainable from 

a source within reasonable time and cost constraints, and (3) practically reviewable. 

 

20. Recognized Environmental Condition (REC) – the presence or likely presence of any 

hazardous substances or petroleum products in, on, or at a property: (1) due to release 

to the environment; (2) under conditions indicative of a release to the environment; or 

(3) under conditions that pose a material threat of a future release to the environment.  

De minimis conditions are not recognized environmental conditions. 

 

21. Small Quantity Generator (SQG) – handler generates, transports, stores, or treats more 

than one hundred (100) and less than one thousand (1,000) kilograms of hazardous 

waste during any calendar month and accumulates less than six thousand (6,000) 

kilograms of hazardous waste at any time. 

 

22. Underground Storage Tank (UST) - any tank, including underground piping connected 

to the tank, that is or has been used to contain hazardous substances or petroleum 

products and the volume of which is 10% or more beneath surface grade. 

 

23. Vapor Encroachment Condition (VEC) – the presence or likely presence of chemical of 

concern (COC) vapors in the subsurface of the subject property caused by the release 

of vapors from contaminated soil or groundwater either on or near the subject property 

as identified by Tier 1 or Tier 2 procedures outlined in ASTM Standard Guide for Vapor 

Encroachment Screening on Property Involved in Real Estate Transactions (E2600-10).  

 

24. Very Small Quantity Generators (VSQG) (formerly Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity 

Generator (CESQG)) – handler generates, transports, stores, or treats one hundred 

(100) kilograms or less of hazardous waste per calendar month and accumulates one 

thousand (1000) kilograms or less of hazardous waste at any time. 

 

2.3 DETAILED SCOPE OF SERVICES 

This Phase I ESA is based on the scope of services defined in the TriMedia Technical and 

Cost Proposal dated September 26, 2022, and accepted by Mr. Gerald Corkin, Chairperson 

of the Marquette County Board of Commissioners, on October 27, 2022.  The scope of 

services included a site reconnaissance, regulatory and historical records review, interviews 

with individuals knowledgeable about the subject property, and development of this report 
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in accordance with ASTM E1527-13, Standard Practice for Environmental Site 

Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process.  

  

The following are not typically part of an ASTM E1527-13 Phase I ESA and were not 

included in the scope of services provided by TriMedia: asbestos and radon sampling, 

groundwater sampling and analysis, mold assessment, lead-based paint inspection and 

analysis, lead in drinking water analysis, wetland delineation, regulatory compliance 

(includes health and safety), indoor air quality analysis, and Endangered Species Act.  

 

2.4 SIGNIFICANT ASSUMPTIONS 

No significant assumptions were made in this Phase I ESA.  

 

2.5 LIMITATIONS AND EXCEPTIONS 

Other than the usual time and budgetary constraints established by the Technical and Cost 

Proposal accepted by Sawyer International Airport and Business Center for this Phase I 

ESA, and the usual circumstance that not all historical sources listed in the ASTM Standard 

were reasonably ascertainable, no significant limitations were encountered during the 

development of this Phase I ESA.   

 

No warranty, either expressed or implied, can be made that conditions observed at the site 

are representative of all areas of the subject property.  Data collected for this Phase I ESA 

were obtained for the purpose stated and should not be used for reasons other than those 

intended. The conditions reported herein apply only to those specific locations and times at 

which the work was completed.  Conclusions made in this Phase I ESA are based on 

reasonably ascertainable information and data and represent the professional judgment and 

interpretations of TriMedia. 

 

2.6 SPECIAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS  

 No special terms or conditions apply to this report. 

 

2.7 USER RELIANCE  

This Phase I ESA is prepared for the exclusive use and reliance of Sawyer International 

Airport and Business Center.  Use or reliance by any other party is prohibited without the 

written authorization of Sawyer International Airport and Business Center and TriMedia.  

 

Environmental conditions and regulations are continually evolving and are subject to change 

and interpretation.  Do not assume current conditions and/or regulatory positions will remain 

constant.  Furthermore, because the data contained within this Phase I ESA are subject to 

professional interpretation, other professionals may reach differing conclusions. 

 

Continued viability of this report is subject to ASTM E1527-13 Sections 4.6 and 4.7.  If the 

Phase I ESA will be used by a different user (third party) than the user for whom the ESA 
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was originally prepared, the third party must also satisfy the user’s responsibilities in Section 

6 of ASTM E1527-13. 

 

 

3.0 USER PROVIDED INFORMATION 

 

Mr. Duane DuRay, Director of Operations/Airport Manager of Sawyer International Airport and 

Business Center, completed the User Questionnaire on November 29, 2022. Mr. DuRay provided 

the following information on the subject property. 

 

3.1 TITLE RECORDS 

A title search and search of judicial records for environmental liens and activity and use 

limitations (AULs) were not provided by Sawyer International Airport. TriMedia assumes the 

client is evaluating this information outside the context of this report. 

 

3.2 ENVIRONMENTAL LIENS OR ACTIVITY AND USE LIMITATIONS 

Mr. DuRay indicated the presence of an environmental liens or AULs in connection with the 

site. Navigational precautions must be adhered to as per Part 77 of the Federal Aviation 

Administration (FAA) regulations.  

 

3.3 SPECIALIZED KNOWLEDGE OR EXPERIENCE 

Mr. DuRay does not have specialized knowledge of the subject property. 

 

3.4 COMMONLY KNOWN OR REASONABLY ASCERTAINABLE INFORMATION 

Mr. DuRay does have knowledge of commonly known or reasonably ascertainable 

information regarding the subject property or adjoining properties. Mr. DuRay reported the 

property was previously used as part of K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base and various hazardous 

materials may have been stored or used.  He reports that currently the structure is in various 

levels of deterioration and may contain asbestos, lead-based paints, mold, and other 

hazardous materials.  

    

3.5 VALUATION REDUCTION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 

According to Mr. DuRay the structure is believed to contain lead-based paint, asbestos, 

mold, and possibly other hazardous materials. He recommends personal protective 

equipment (PPE) when entering the structure. 

 

3.6 OWNER, PROPERTY MANAGER, AND OCCUPANT INFORMATION 

Mr. DuRay oversees operations of the airport and surrounding properties. The subject 

property is currently vacant. 
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3.7 REASONS FOR PERFORMING PHASE I ESA 

This Phase I ESA was commissioned by Sawyer International Airport and Business Center 

in connection with demolishing structures on the subject property.   

 

 

4.0 RECORDS REVIEW 

 

4.1 STANDARD ENVIRONMENTAL RECORD SOURCES 

 TriMedia conducted a review of regulatory agency files to determine if the subject property 

and/or adjacent properties are, or were, known sites of environmental contamination. 

Reasonably ascertainable environmental record sources were investigated, and standard 

sources were reviewed by TriMedia.  A summary report of the review, provided by 

Environmental Data Resources, Inc. (EDR) as the EDR Radius MapTM Report with 

GeoCheck® (EDR Radius Map Report), is included in Appendix D: Regulatory 

Documentation. A number of environmental data sources were reviewed, and documented 

sites were found within the ASTM E1527-13 search radius around the subject property.  The 

following data sources were investigated:  

 

Federal Databases 

Database Description 
Radius 

(miles) 
Sites 

NPL 

The NPL is the USEPA’s database of uncontrolled or 

abandoned hazardous waste facilities that have been listed for 

priority remedial actions under the Superfund Program. 

1.0 0 

NPL (Proposed) Proposed National Priority List Sites 1.0 0 

NPL (Delisted) 
The NPL Delisted refers to facilities that have been removed 

from the NPL. 
1.0 0 

NPL LIENS Federal Superfund Liens Site 0 

SEMS 

The Superfund Enterprise Management System (SEMS) 

tracks hazardous waste sites, potentially hazardous waste 

sites, and remedial activities performed in support of EPA’s 

Program across the United States. The list was formerly known 

as CERCLIS, renamed SEMS by the EPA in 2015. The list 

contains data on potentially hazardous waste sites that have 

been reported to the USEPA by states, municipalities, private 

companies, and private persons, pursuant to Section 103 of 

the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, 

and Liability Act (CERCLA).  This dataset also contains sites 

which are either proposed to or on the NPL and site which are 

in the screening and assessment phase for possible inclusion 

on the NPL. 

0.5 0 
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Database Description 
Radius 

(miles) 
Sites 

SEMS - 

ARCHIVE 

The Superfund Enterprise Management System - Archive 

tracks sites that have no further interest under the Federal 

Superfund Program. The list was formerly known as the 

CERCLIS-NFRAP, renamed by EPA in 2015. Archived sites 

have been removed and archived from the inventory of SEMS 

sites. Archived status indicates that, to the best of EPA’s 

knowledge, assessment at a site has been completed and that 

EPA has determined no further steps will be taken to list the 

site on the NPL. 

0.5 0 

RCRA 

CORRACTS/ 

TSD 

The USEPA maintains a database of RCRA facilities 

associated with treatment, storage, and disposal (TSD) of 

hazardous waste that are undergoing “corrective action.”  A 

“corrective action” order is issued when there has been a 

release of hazardous waste or constituents into the 

environment from a RCRA facility. 

1.0 0 

RCRA Non-

CORRACTS/ 

TSD 

The RCRA Non-CORRACTS/TSD Database is a compilation 

by the USEPA of facilities which report storage, transportation, 

treatment, or disposal of hazardous waste.  Unlike the RCRA 

CORRACTS/TSD database, the RCRA Non-CORRACTS/TSD 

database does not include RCRA facilities where corrective 

action is required. 

0.5 0 

RCRA 

Generators 

The RCRA Generators database, maintained by the USEPA, 

lists facilities that generate hazardous waste as part of their 

normal business practices.  Generators are listed as large, 

small, or conditionally exempt.  LQGs produce at least 1000 

kg/month of non-acutely hazardous waste or 1 kg/month of 

acutely hazardous waste.  SQGs produce 100-1000 kg/month 

of non-acutely hazardous waste.  VSQGs are those that 

generate less than 100 kg/month of non-acutely hazardous 

waste. 

0.25 3 

RCRA NonGen / 

NLR 

The RCRA-NonGen database, maintained by the USEPA, lists 

facilities that were previously listed in the RCRA Generators 

database but no longer generate hazardous waste as part of 

their normal business practices (No Longer Regulated).   

0.25 2 

ERNS 

The ERNS is a listing compiled by the USEPA on reported 

releases of petroleum and hazardous substances to the air, soil 

and/or water. 

Subject 

Property 
0 

HMIRS Hazardous Materials Information Reporting System 
Subject 

Property 
0 
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Database Description 
Radius 

(miles) 
Sites 

IC / EC 

A listing of sites with engineering and/or institutional controls in 

place.  Engineering controls include various forms of caps, 

building foundations, liners, and treatment methods to create 

pathway elimination for regulated substances to enter 

environmental media or effect human health.  Institutional 

controls include administrative measures, such as 

groundwater use restrictions, construction restrictions, 

property use restrictions, and post remediation care 

requirements intended to prevent exposure to contaminants 

remaining on site.  Deed restrictions are generally required as 

part of the institutional controls. 

0.5 0 

DOD Department of Defense Sites 1.0 0 

FUDS Formerly Used Defense Sites 1.0 1 

US 

BROWNFIELDS 
A listing of Brownfield Sites 0.5 3 

CONSENT Superfund (CERCLA) Consent Decrees 1.0 0 

ROD Records of Decision 1.0 0 

UMTRA Uranium Mill Tailings Sites 0.5 0 

ODI Open Dump Inventory 0.5 0 

TRIS Toxic Chemical Release Inventory System 
Subject 

Property 
0 

TSCA Toxic Substances Control Act 
Subject 

Property 
0  

FTTS FIFRA/TSCA Tracking System 
Subject 

Property 
0 

SSTS Section 7 Tracking Systems 
Subject 

Property 
0 

ICIS Integrated Compliance Information System 
Subject 

Property 
0 

LUCIS Land Use Control Information System 0.5 0 

RADINFO Radiation Information Database 
Subject 

Property 
0 

CDL Clandestine Drug Labs 
Subject 

Property 
0 

PADS PCB Activity Database System 
Subject 

Property 
0 

MLTS Material Licensing Tracking System 
Subject 

Property 
0 

MINES Mines Master Index File 0.25 0 

ECHO Enforcement and Compliance History Information 
Subject 

Property 
0 

FINDS Facility Index System/Facility Registry System 
Subject 

Property 
0 

RAATS RCRA Administrative Action Tracking System 
Subject 

Property 
0 
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Database Description 
Radius 

(miles) 
Sites 

2020 COR Action 

The EPA has set ambitious goals for the RCRA Corrective 

Action program by creating the 2020 Corrective Action 

Universe. This RCRA cleanup baseline includes facilities 

expected to need corrective action. 

0.25 0 

 

State Databases 

Database Description 
Radius 

(miles) 
Facilities 

State Hazardous 

Waste 

EGLE maintains a database of state equivalent CERCLIS 

facilities in the State of Michigan. 
1.0 0 

SWF/LF 
EGLE maintains a database of solid waste disposal facilities 

and landfills in the State of Michigan. 
0.5 0 

LUST 
EGLE has compiled a database of Leaking Underground 

Storage Tank in the State of Michigan. 
0.5 6 

UST 
EGLE has compiled a database of registered Underground 

Storage Tanks in the State of Michigan. 
0.25 7 

AST 
EGLE has compiled a database of registered Aboveground 

Storage Tanks in the State of Michigan. 
0.25 4 

BEA 
EGLE maintains a listing of properties in which a Baseline 

Environmental Assessment (BEA) has been conducted.   
0.5 0 

AUL Sites with institutional and/or engineering controls in place.   0.5 1 

AIRS Permit and Emissions Inventory Data 0.001 0 

DRYCLEANERS 
EGLE maintains a list of dry cleaning facilities in the State of 

Michigan.   
0.25 0 

LIENS 
EGLE maintains a list of liens placed on a property due to an 

environmental condition.   

Subject 

Property 
0 

BROWNFIELDS Brownfields Site Location Listing 0.5 0 

SPILLS The State of Michigan maintains a list of spills 
Subject 

Property 
0 

Inventory Inventory of Facilities 0.5 3 

Part 201 
EGLE maintains a database of “facilities” as defined by Part 

201 
1.0 5 

WDS Waste Data System 
Subject 

Property 
0 

 

Tribal Databases 

Database Description 
Radius 

(miles) 
Facilities 

INDIAN 

RESERVE 
Indian Reservations 1.0 0 

INDIAN LUST Leaking Underground Storage Tanks on Indian land 0.5 0 

INDIAN UST 
EGLE has compiled a database of registered Underground 

Storage Tanks on Indian land in the State of Michigan. 
0.25 0 
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EDR Proprietary Records 

Database Description 
Radius 

(miles) 
Facilities 

Manufactured 

Gas Plants 
EDR Proprietary Manufactured Gas Plants 1.0 0 

Historical Auto 

Stations 
EDR Exclusive Historic Gas Stations 0.25 2 

Historical Dry 

Cleaners 
EDR Exclusive Historic Dry Cleaners 0.25 0 

 

The following table summarizes the site-specific information provided by the database 

and/or gathered by this office for identified facilities. Sites are listed in order of proximity to 

the subject property. Distances of most of the sites were adjusted to field observed and/or 

mapped distances and should be considered approximate. In addition to the cited site-

specific information, EDR provides a generalized approximate groundwater flow direction 

based on surface topography (EDR Radius Map, Groundwater Flow Direction Information). 

According to EDR, the groundwater flow direction is to the southwest. Prior professional 

knowledge indicates groundwater flow is locally to the southeast towards Silver Lead Creek. 

Local groundwater depth is estimated to be greater than 60 feet below grade based on static 

water level data obtained from a 2020 Annual Groundwater Report for the United States Air 

Force Civil Engineer Center. 

 

Additional discussion for selected sites may follow the summary table. 

 

Listed Sites 

Site Name and Location Estimated Distance/Direction/Gradient Database Listings 

Princeton Cooperative 

502 2nd Street South 

Approximately 230 feet / Southeast / 

Down gradient 
EDR Historical Auto 

Building 603 

F Avenue and 3rd Street 

Approximately 280 feet / Northwest / Side 

gradient 
UST 

Building 534 

3rd Street 

Approximately 340 feet / Northeast / Side 

gradient 
LUST 

406 D Avenue 
Approximately 350 feet / East / Side 

gradient 

AST, UST, RCRA 

NonGen/NLR 

Boreal Aviation Inc. 

530 F Avenue 

Approximately 440 feet / West-Northwest 

/ Side gradient 

WDS, FINDS, ECHO, 

RCRA-VSQG, AST 
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Site Name and Location Estimated Distance/Direction/Gradient Database Listings 

Building 530 

404 D Avenue 

Approximately 450 feet / Southeast / Side 

gradient 
UST, LUST 

Building 610 

308 F Avenue  

Approximately 470 feet / North / Up 

gradient 
UST, LUST 

AJ Marklund 

502 N. Third Street 

Approximately 580 feet / East-Northeast / 

Side gradient 
EDR Historic Auto 

Sawyer Iron & Metal 

400 C Avenue 

Approximately 670 feet / East / Side 

gradient 
SWRCY 

Building 608 

C Avenue & 4th Street 

Approximately 700 feet / Northeast / Side 

gradient 
UST 

Building 412 

D Avenue 

Approximately 710 feet / Southwest / 

Down gradient 
UST, LUST 

Envoy Air Inc. 

507 4th Street 

Approximately 1,000 feet / Northeast / 

Side gradient 

Manifest, FINDS, ECHO, 

RCRA-VSQG 

RNFL Acquisition LLC 

513 4th Street 

Approximately 1,100 feet / North-

Northwest / Up gradient 
RCRA-VSQG 

Building 732 

541 9th Street 

Approximately 3,300 feet / North / Up 

gradient   
FINDS, US Brownfields 

225 Airport Road 
Approximately 3,770 feet / North / Up 

gradient 

PFAS, AUL, WDS, RCRA-

VSQG, FUDS, Inventory, 

Part 201, BEA 

 

Subject Property 

The subject property is not listed on the EDR Radius Map Report. 

 

Princeton Cooperative 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Princeton Cooperative located at “502 2nd Street 

South” on the EDR Historical Auto database. This database is a private database kept by 

EDR of historic gas stations. The listing for Princeton Cooperative appears to be for an 

address in Princeton, MI. Princeton Cooperative is listed in error on the EDR Radius Map 

Report for the Gwinn area and is not considered a REC.  
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Building 603 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 603 as located at “NE Corner Ave. F & 3rd” 

on the UST database. Further examination of the Michigan UST database indicates records 

of two USTs associated with Building 603 (Facility ID: 00015269). 

 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-102038-15 1,000 Diesel 07/23/1992 07/14/2010 

UTK-011693-15 1,000 Diesel 04/07/1981 07/07/1992 

 

TriMedia submitted FOIA requests to LARA regarding the USTs associated with Building 

603. Documentation from LARA confirms the clean removal of UTK-011693-15 in 1992 and 

of UTK-102038-15 in 2010. Given the clean closure of the USTs, Building 603 is not 

considered a REC. 

 

Building 534 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 534 located on “Third Street” in the LUST 

database. Further examination of the Michigan UST database indicates records of three 

USTs associated with Building 534 (Facility ID: 00006518).  

 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-038226-15 4,000 Gasoline 02/05/1957 01/01/1992 

UTK-070771-15 14,000 Diesel 02/05/1957 01/01/1992 

UTK-070780-15 5,000 Gasoline 02/05/1957 01/01/1992 

 

TriMedia submitted a FOIA request to LARA regarding the tanks at Building 534. A release, 

C-1189-92, was confirmed upon removal of the USTs in 1992. Correspondence from EGLE 

indicates remedial activities have occurred, leading to the closure of the LUST site. Given 

the gradient of Building 534 to the subject property and clean closure of the site, Building 

534 is not considered a REC. 

 

406 D Avenue 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed two related entities (Marquette County and Marquette 

County Road Commission) located at 406 D Avenue on the UST, AST, and RCRA 

NonGen/NLR databases. Entities listed in the RCRA NonGen/NLR database do not 

presently generate hazardous waste. 

 

Further examination of the Michigan UST database indicates records of one UST associated 

with 406 D Avenue (Facility ID: 00039734). The owner on the listing is the Marquette County 

Road Commission. 

 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-055521-15 12,000 Diesel 08/27/1998 Currently In Use 
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TriMedia submitted a FOIA request to LARA regarding the tanks at 406 D Avenue. Recent 

inspection documentation indicates approval of the facility. Although violations had been 

noted in the past, there was no documentation indicating a release. Given its gradient 

relative to the subject property, 406 D Avenue is not considered a REC. 

 

Boreal Aviation Inc. 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Boreal Aviation Inc. located at 530 F Avenue on the 

AST, WDS, FINDS, ECHO, and RCRA-VSQG databases. The EPA Facility Index System 

(FINDS) is a central and common inventory of facilities monitored or regulated by the EPA. 

The RCRA-VSQG designation indicates Boreal Aviation, Inc. is a very small quantity 

generator of hazardous waste. The Waste Data System (WDS) tracks activities at sites 

regulated by the Solid Waste, Scrap Tire, Hazardous Waste, and Liquid Industrial Waste 

programs. The WDS entry for Boreal Aviation, Inc. lists two citations. The entries indicate a 

return to compliance less than one month after the violations were initially noted. Neither 

entry was listed as a “high priority” in the database. The Enforcement and Compliance 

History Online (ECHO) database listing indicates the generator has active status with no 

violations noted in the previous 12 quarters.  

 

An AST owned by Boreal Aviation Inc. is located at 199 F Avenue, downgradient from the 

subject property. 

 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

ATK-102038-15 12,000 Other 07/08/1997 Currently In Use 

 

TriMedia submitted FOIA requests to LARA and EGLE regarding the AST at 199 F Avenue. 

Documentation from LARA confirms the installation of the tank with spill prevention 

measures and secondary containment. Correspondence from EGLE indicated there were 

no files on record. Given the history of compliance from Boreal Aviation, Inc. and its gradient 

and distance relative to the subject property, Boreal Aviation, Inc. is not considered a REC. 

 

Building 530 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 530 located at 404 D Avenue on the UST 

and LUST databases. Further examination of the Michigan UST database indicates records 

of two USTs associated with Building 530 (Facility ID: 00035174).  

 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-000840-15 500 None Listed 01/01/1970 05/26/1994 

UTK-007037-15 1,000 Other (WATER), Used 

Oil 

01/01/1994 12/19/2001 

 

TriMedia submitted a FOIA request to LARA regarding the USTs. Documentation confirms 

the closure of both tanks. As part of closing UTK-007037-15 in 2001, soil samples were 

obtained as part of standard tank closing procedures. Laboratory analysis of the samples 
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confirmed a release had occurred. The release, C-0068-02, was reported February 8, 2002. 

No additional documentation is on file with EGLE or LARA regarding Building 530 or the 

associated release. Given the relative distance and gradient of Building 530 to the subject 

property, Building 530 is not considered a REC. 

 

Building 610 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 610, on the LUST and UST databases. 

Building 610 is located at 308 F Avenue, although listings are inconsistent in database 

records. Further examination of the Michigan UST database indicates records of three USTs 

associated with Building 610 (Facility ID: 00006515). 

 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-096785-15 2,000 Used Oil 02/05/1957 01/01/1992 

UTK-039452-15 2,000 Used Oil 02/05/1957 01/01/1992 

UTK-096782-15 1,000 Other (Waste JP-4) 02/05/1957 01/01/1992 

 

TriMedia submitted FOIA requests to LARA and EGLE regarding the USTs associated with 

Building 610. Documentation from LARA confirms the removal of the USTs in 1992. A 

release (C-1521-92) was discovered during the removal of the tanks on September 8, 1992. 

A Finding of Suitability to Lease (FOSL) on file with EGLE from 1995 indicates the extent of 

contamination from release had yet to be determined. Given the relative distance and 

gradient of Building 610 from the subject property, impacted groundwater could migrate, 

posing an ongoing risk to the subject property. Building 610 is considered to be a REC. 

 

AJ Marklund 

The EDR Radius Map Report listed AJ Marklund located at “502 North Third Street” on the 

EDR Historical Auto database. This database is a private database kept by EDR. The listing 

for AJ Marklund appears to be for an address in Princeton, MI. AJ Marklund is listed in error 

on the EDR Radius Map Report for the Gwinn area and is not considered a REC.  

 

Sawyer Iron & Metal 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Sawyer Iron & Metal, located at 400 C Avenue, on 

the SWRCY database. SWRCY designates recycling facilities in the state of Michigan. 

Sawyer Iron & Metal was a transfer station for household waste. Sawyer Iron & Metal is not 

considered a REC. 

 

Building 608 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 608 at “Ave. C 4th” on the UST database. 

Further examination of the Michigan UST database indicates records for one UST 

associated with Building 608 (Facility ID: 00006517).  

 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-033052-15 2,000 Other (Waste JP-4) 02/05/1961 05/06/1990 
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Tank deregistration records from LARA give no indication of spills or releases. Given the 

relative distance and gradient of Building 608 from the subject property, Building 608 is 

unlikely to be a REC. 

 

Building 412 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 412 on D Avenue on the UST and LUST 

databases. However, Building 412 was physically located on F Avenue between Buildings 

421 and 422. The listing uses Building 412 as part of the street address and KI Sawyer AFB 

is listed as the primary name for the facility. Further examination of the Michigan UST 

database indicates records of one UST associated with Building 412 (Facility ID: 00006520). 

 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-091127-15 15,000 Gasoline 02/05/1958 01/01/1992 

 

Documentation from LARA confirms a release (C-0622-89) on October 4,1989 which was 

detected during a failed tank tightness test. A handwritten note on a release form indicates 

some soil was removed. The EDR Radius Map™ Report shows the release was closed on 

January 1, 1993, although no documentation from LARA confirming the closure was 

available. Electronic correspondence from EGLE indicated no records were on file regarding 

Building 412 or C-0622-89. Given the relative distance and downgradient position of Building 

412 to the subject property, Building 412 is not considered a REC. 

 

Envoy Air Inc. 

The EDR Radius Map Report listed Envoy Air Inc. located at 507 4th Street on the Manifest, 

FINDS, ECHO, and RCRA-VSQG databases. The ECHO database listing indicates the 

generator has active status with violations noted in each of the previous 12 quarters. One 

ongoing violation relates to describing the waste being generated and removed from the site 

and which facilities are permitted to handle the waste. The other violation noted on October 

11, 2021 related to the restrictions surrounding very small quality generators of hazardous 

waste, resulting in a single written informal enforcement action by EGLE on that date. No 

additional information is available on the ECHO or FINDS databases. The Manifest 

designation indicates Envoy Air, Inc. is known to transport hazardous waste across State 

lines. 

 

There is an entry for Envoy Air, Inc. in the WDS database, although this was not listed in 

the EDR Radius Map™ Report. The WDS entry for Envoy Air, Inc. has records of nine 

inspections. The most recent entry from 2021 indicates a violation with a return to 

compliance the same day. Prior to the violation in 2021, the most recent violations were in 

2012 and 2009 with returns to compliance within two months. The remaining six entries 

contain no record of violations at the site. Envoy Air, Inc. is not considered a REC. 
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RNFL Acquisition LLC 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed RNFL Acquisition, LLC, located at 513 4th Street, on 

the RCRA-VSQG database. The ECHO database listing indicates the generator has active 

status with no violations noted in the previous 12 quarters. There was no record of formal 

enforcement in the listing. The WDS entry for RNFL Acquisition, LLC contains operator 

information, but does not list activities, including any history of inspections or violations. 

RNFL Acquisition, LLC is not considered a REC. 

 

Building 732 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 732 located at 541 9th Street on the US 

Brownfields and FINDS databases. Building 732 was listed in the Brownfield database 

(ACRES ID: 236203). The entry indicated assessments were conducted in 2013 and 2018. 

According to the entry, “no asbestos-containing building materials were found during the 

asbestos survey.” No additional hazards are indicated in the entry. Given the absence of 

hazardous substances and distance of Building 732 from the subject property, Building 732 

is not considered a REC.   

 

225 Airport Road 

The EDR Radius Map Report listed the US Transportation Security Administration (TSA) 

located at 225 Airport Road on the PFAS, RCRA-VSQG, AUL, and WDS databases. The 

WDS entry for TSA contains operator information, but otherwise does not list activities, 

including any history of inspections or violations. The PFAS listing refers to the chemicals 

per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) which are a class of compounds not currently 

in scope for Phase I ESAs. A land use restriction is detailed in a declaration of restrictive 

covenants, which primarily restricts the use of groundwater. The land closest to the subject 

property in the declaration of restrictive covenants, designated as FT-07, is located north of 

the domestic airport terminal. 

 

At the same address, K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base is listed on the FUDS, Inventory, Part 201, 

and BEA databases. The Federal Used Defense Sits (FUDS) listing showed a preliminary 

assessment had been performed at K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base and no projects were 

planned for that location. The Remediation Information Data Exchange (RIDE), operated by 

EGLE’s Remediation and Redevelopment Division, has an entry for K.I. Sawyer Airport. The 

entry lists multiple contaminants impacting the location including petroleum volatile and semi 

volatile organic compounds, chlorinated volatile and semi volatile organic compounds, and 

elements, metals, or other inorganics. The BEA entry indicates a Baseline Environmental 

Assessment was performed to document existing contamination. Two BEAs are on file for 

225 Airport Road, however, electronic mail correspondence from the EGLE’s Remediation 

and Redevelopment Division indicates that file information has been misplaced and is 

unavailable.  



  

 

 
- 18 - 

Phase I ESA 
Building 429, Gwinn, MI   
Project Number 2021-2800 
 

Documentation regarding long term groundwater monitoring, obtained through EGLE, 

indicates multiple areas impacted by contamination throughout the former Air Force Base. 

The site designated “K.I. Sawyer AFB – SS-17” shows a soil use restriction under the 

operations apron at Sawyer International Airport and a groundwater use restriction 

extending from the operations apron east beyond Kelly Johnson Memorial Highway. The 

groundwater use restriction remains active due to contaminant levels. Ongoing groundwater 

monitoring indicates the contamination plume has decreased in size over several years. 

Given the decreasing size of the plume, the ongoing groundwater monitoring activities, and 

relative distance of the contamination plume from the subject property, this is not considered 

a REC. 

 

Other Sites 

The remaining sites listed on the EDR Radius Map™ Report do not represent environmental 

concerns to the subject property based upon regulatory status, presumed groundwater flow 

direction, and/or relative distance from the property. 

   

Please refer to Appendix D for a copy of the EDR Radius Map Report.    

 

4.2 ADDITIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL RECORD SOURCES 

TriMedia submitted a FOIA request to the FOIA Coordinator for EGLE located in Lansing, 

Michigan for file information for the subject property. Electronic mail correspondence from 

the EGLE’s Remediation and Redevelopment Division indicates that file information does 

not exist for the subject property. 

 

4.3 PHYSICAL SETTING SOURCES 

TriMedia used a United States Geological Survey (USGS) Topographic Map and EDR’s 

GeoCheck® option to obtain information regarding the subject property’s physical setting 

(i.e., soils, geology, hydrology, etc.).  A discussion of the physical setting features is included 

in Section 5.2.4.  

 

4.4 HISTORICAL USE INFORMATION ON THE PROPERTY 

TriMedia reviewed standard historical sources, as identified in E1527-13, to identify potential 

RECs associated with historical use of the property.  TriMedia subcontracted EDR to provide 

the following standard historical sources: 

 

4.4.1 Historical Aerial Photographs 

The EDR Aerial Photo Decade Package provided TriMedia with historical aerial photographs 

from 1939, 1951, 1964, 1975, 1981, 1993, 1998, 2006, 2009, 2012, and 2016. Selected 

photographs are summarized below. 
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Historical Aerial Photographs 

Direction Description 

Subject Property 

No structures are visible on the subject property in the photographs from 1939 

through 1951. In the 1964 photograph, the subject property is visible with a smaller 

structure on it. The structure currently standing on the subject property is visible 

from the 1993 through 2016 aerial photographs.  

North 

North of the subject property, the land appears undeveloped and vegetated from 

the 1939 through 1951 aerial photographs. Photographs from 1964 to 2016 show 

a building on property along F Avenue north of the subject property.  

East 

East of the subject property, the land appears undeveloped and vegetated from the 

1939 through 1951 aerial photographs. A building is visible east of the subject 

property in the 1964 aerial photograph. The footprint of the property northeast of 

the subject property remains unchanged between the 1964 and 2016 aerial 

photographs. 

South 

Lands south of the subject property appear undeveloped in the photographs from 

1939 through 1951. In the 1964 photograph, structures are apparent south of the 

subject property. The footprint of the adjacent property south of the subject property 

remains unchanged between the 1964 and 2016 aerial photographs. 

West 

Lands west of the subject property appear undeveloped in the photographs from 

1939 through 1951. In the 1964 photograph, a building west of the subject property 

is visible. The footprint of the property to the west remains unchanged between the 

1964 and 2016 aerial photographs. 

 

4.4.2 Historical Topographic Maps 

The EDR Historical Topographic Map Report provided TriMedia with historical USGS 

topographic maps from 1932, 1952, 1975, 1985, 2014, 2017, and 2019.  Note that the 2014, 

2017 and 2019 maps only depict topography, roads and streets, and land cover.   

 

Historical Topographic Maps 

Direction Description 

Subject Property 

The subject property appears undeveloped from the earliest map from 1932. In the 

1975 map, a structure on the subject property is depicted. The subject property 

appears developed in the topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

North 

The lands north of the subject property appear undeveloped from the 1932 through 

the 1952 topographic maps. In the 1975 map, a building to the north of the subject 

property along F Avenue is visible. Property north of the subject property appears 

developed in the topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

East 

The lands east of the subject property appear undeveloped from the 1932 through 

the 1952 topographic maps. In the 1975 map, a building is present east of the 

subject property. Property east of the subject property appears developed in the 

topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

South 

The lands south of the subject property appear undeveloped from the 1932 through 

the 1952 topographic maps. In the 1975 map, a building to the southeast of the 

subject property across 2nd Street is apparent. Land southeast of the subject 

property appears developed in the topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 
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Direction Description 

West 

The land west of the subject property appears undeveloped from the 1932 through 

the 1952 topographic maps. In the 1975 map, a building is depicted west of the 

subject property. Land west of the subject property appears developed in the 

topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

 

4.4.3 Historical City Directories 

The EDR City Directory Abstract provided TriMedia with historical business directory (Polk’s 

City Directory) listings for the subject property’s address or addresses in proximity to the 

subject property.  Listings (if listed) were provided from 1992 to 2017 at approximate five-

year intervals.  The following table highlights findings, please refer to Appendix E for a full 

listing of addresses. 

 

Historical City Directories 

Direction Description 

Subject Property No records for the subject property were included in the City Directory. 

North No records north of the subject property were included in the City Directory. 

East No records east of the subject property were included in the City Directory. 

South No records south of the subject property were included in the City Directory. 

West 401 Avenue F: Boreal Aviation Inc. (2005-2017). 

 

4.4.4 Historical Fire Insurance Maps 

Historical fire insurance maps (Sanborn Maps) were requested from EDR to evaluate past 

uses of the subject property and surrounding properties. Based on the request, EDR 

indicated Sanborn Maps were not available for the subject property and surrounding area.  

 

4.5 HISTORICAL USE INFORMATION ON SUBJECT PROPERTY 

Based on the previously described environmental records and historical sources, the current 

structure on the subject property first appeared in 1987 for Auditors on K.I. Sawyer Air Force 

Base. Since the closure of the air force base in 1995, the building has been vacant. 

 

Please refer to Appendix E for copies of the aerial photographs, topographic maps, and City 

Directories.  

 

4.6 HISTORICAL USE INFORMATION ON ADJOINING PROPERTIES 

Based on the previously described environmental records and historical sources, the area 

surrounding the subject property was generally developed prior to the construction of the 

subject property. Building 430, the life support facility east of the subject property, was built 

in 1956. Building 610, northwest of the subject property, was built in 1961. Building 610 was 

the aerospace ground equipment gas station. Adjacent to the south of the subject property 

is Building 431. Building 431 was constructed in 1959 and housed aerospace ground 
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equipment. West of the subject property was Building 428, another life support facility 

constructed in 1958. 

 

4.7 RECORDS REVIEW SUMMARY 

Based on a review of historical information, the subject property was developed in 1987 for 

Auditors on K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. Since the closure of the air force base in 1995, the 

building has been vacant. Other sections of the former air force base were developed prior 

to the construction of the subject property. 

 

 

5.0 SITE RECONNAISSANCE 

 

5.1 METHODOLOGY AND LIMITING CONDITIONS 

TriMedia, represented by Mr. Lance Lindberg, Senior Scientist, conducted a site 

reconnaissance of the subject property on November 4, 2022. Weather conditions at the 

time of site reconnaissance were overcast with a temperature of approximately 37 degrees 

Fahrenheit (°F). 

 

The site reconnaissance included the following:  

 

 Observation of the subject property, the subject property interior areas, and adjacent 

properties for indications of RECs; 

 

 Visual and physical observation of the periphery of the subject property and structures 

made by walking the perimeter of the subject property, and crisscrossing the site to 

identify points of interest; 

 

 Observation of, surrounding properties, and, 

 

 Interviews with individuals, as available, familiar with the subject property’s history and 

potential environmental liabilities. 

 

5.2 GENERAL SITE SETTING 

 

5.2.1 Current Uses of the Subject Property 

The subject property is currently vacant.  

 

5.2.2 Past Uses of the Subject Property  

Based on historical sources, the subject property was built in 1987 for Auditors on K.I. 

Sawyer Air Force Base. Since the closure of the former air force base in 1995, the building 

has been vacant. 
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5.2.3 Current and Past Uses of Surrounding Properties 

Based on the review of previously described environmental records and historical sources, 

and the completion of site reconnaissance activities, the area surrounding the subject 

property was generally developed prior to the construction of the subject property in 1987. 

The official opening of K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base occurred on May 8, 1959. Building 430, 

the life support facility east of the subject property, was built in 1956. Building 610, northwest 

of the subject property, was built in 1961. Building 610 was the aerospace ground equipment 

gas station. Adjacent to the south of the subject property is Building 431. Building 431 was 

constructed in 1959 and housed aerospace ground equipment. West of the subject property 

was Building 428, another life support facility constructed in 1958. 

 

5.2.4 Geologic, Hydrogeologic, and Topographic Conditions 

The subject property is situated approximately 1,185 feet above mean sea level. The 

surrounding area topography is relatively flat, generally sloping to the south. The geology of 

the area consists of Cambrian stratified rock. The naturally occurring soil type on the subject 

property is Udipsamments, characterized as well drained to excessively drained sands and 

gravels. Local groundwater flow is estimated to be to the southeast in the direction of Silver 

Lead Creek. Silver Lead Creek is located approximately 3,330 feet from the subject property. 

 

5.2.5 General Description of Structures 

The subject property contains the former Auditor’s building for the air force base. The 

building is 2,718 square feet and is constructed of concrete block, wood and metal with a 

slab on grade foundation.  

 

5.2.6 Roads and Utilities 

The subject property is located northwest of the intersection of 2nd Street between F Avenue 

and D Avenue. Parking is available along the southern side of the structure, accessible from 

2nd Street.  

 

Utilities available to the subject property consist of gas, electrical, cable/internet, and 

telephone service.  A municipal water supply and wastewater treatment facilities serve the 

subject property.  

 

5.3 SITE OBSERVATIONS 

The following table summarizes site observations and interviews. Affirmative responses 

(designated by an “X”) are discussed in more detail following the table.  Photographs of select 

items observed at the subject property are included in Appendix C. 
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Site Features 

Category Item or Feature Observed 

Site Operations, 
Processes, and 

Equipment 

Emergency generators  

Elevators  

Air compressors  

Hydraulic lifts  

Dry cleaning  

Photo processing  

Laboratory hoods and/or incinerators  

Waste treatment systems and/or water treatment systems  

Heating and/or cooling systems X 

Other processes or equipment  

Aboveground 
Chemical or Waste 

Storage 

Aboveground storage tanks  

Drums, barrels and/or containers  5 gallons  

SDS  

Underground 
Chemical or Waste 

Storage, Drainage or 
Collection Systems 

Underground storage tanks or ancillary UST equipment  

Sumps, cisterns, catch basins and/or dry wells  

Grease traps  

Septic tanks and/or leach fields  

Oil/water separators  

Pipeline markers  

Interior floor drains  

Electrical 
Transformers/ PCBs 

Pad or pole mounted transformers and/or capacitors  

Other equipment  

Releases or Potential 
Releases 

Stressed vegetation  

Stained soil   

Stained pavement or similar surface  

Leachate and/or waste seeps  

Trash, debris and/or other waste materials  

Dumping or disposal areas  

Construction/demolition debris and/or dumped fill dirt  

Surface water discoloration, odor, sheen, and/or free-floating 

product 
 

Strong, pungent, or noxious odors   

Exterior pipe discharges and/or other effluent discharges  

Other Notable Site 
Features 

Surface water bodies  

Quarries or pits  

Wells  

 

Site Operations, Processes, and Equipment 

 

Heating and/or Cooling Systems 

The building is heated using electric heat registers. No air conditioning units were observed. 

No environmental concerns were noted with the heating and cooling systems.  
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5.4 SITE RECONNAISSANCE SUMMARY  

The site reconnaissance was conducted on November 4, 2022. The site reconnaissance 

identified heating and cooling systems on the subject property. No environmental concerns 

were observed during the site reconnaissance. 

 

 

6.0 INTERVIEWS 

 

6.1 INTERVIEW WITH OWNER 

TriMedia interviewed Mr. Duane DuRay, Director of Operations at Sawyer International 

Airport and Business Center. He became the manager of the airport in 2012 and assumed 

the role of Director of Operations in 2019. Mr. DuRay indicated the subject property is 

believed to contain lead-based paint, asbestos, mold, and possibly other hazardous 

materials. He recommended the use of PPE when entering the structure. 

 

6.2 INTERVIEW WITH SITE MANAGER 

TriMedia interviewed Mr. Duane DuRay, as noted.  

 

6.3 INTERVIEW WITH OCCUPANTS 

TriMedia interviewed Mr. Duane DuRay, as noted. 

 

6.4 INTERVIEWS WITH LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 

TriMedia completed a FOIA request with Marquette County Health Department for 

environmental records (i.e., spills, releases, fires) regarding the subject property. The 

Marquette County Health Department indicated that there were no records on file associated 

with the subject property. TriMedia interviewed Mr. Ron Lauren, an officer of Forsyth 

Township Fire Department and Clerk for Forsyth Township. Mr. Lauren indicated no 

knowledge of fire at the subject property since the closure of the air force base in 1995. 

Records prior to base closure were unavailable. 

 

6.5 INTERVIEWS WITH OTHERS 

TriMedia did not interview others regarding the subject property.   

 

 

7.0 FINDINGS 

 

After a review of environmental records, site reconnaissance, review of historical data, and select 

interviews, TriMedia found indication of one (1) REC associated with the subject property.  The 

identified REC includes: 

 

 A release (C-1521-92) was discovered during the removal of three underground storage 
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tanks (USTs) on September 8, 1992 at the side-gradient property at Building 610. A Finding 

of Suitability to Lease (FOSL) on file with EGLE from 1995 indicates the extent of 

contamination from the release had yet to be determined. No additional file information 

detailing remediation at Building 610 was available. Given the relative proximity of Building 

610, it is possible for impacted groundwater to migrate, posing an ongoing risk to the subject 

property. 

 

 

8.0 OPINION 

 

Based on reasonably ascertainable information compiled by TriMedia, as well as information and 

data provided by other select individuals and/or agencies during the completion of this Phase I ESA, 

it is our professional opinion the results of the Phase I ESA have revealed evidence suggesting the 

presence of current environmental concerns regarding potential groundwater contaminant 

migration onto the subject property.    

 

 

9.0 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

TriMedia has performed a Phase I ESA in conformance with the scope and limitations of ASTM 

Practice E1527-13 for property located at 505 2nd Street in Gwinn, Michigan.  Any exceptions to, or 

deletions from, this practice are described in Section 10.0 of this report. This assessment has 

revealed evidence of one (1) REC in connection with the subject property.  Based on the results of 

the Phase I ESA, the depth of groundwater in the vicinity (>60 feet), and the intended demolition 

activities proposed for the subject property, no further evaluation of the identified RECs is required 

at this time. TriMedia does recommend the following mitigation procedures during demolition 

activities: 

 

 If suspect contaminated soil and/or groundwater is encountered during demolition activities, 

characterization and/or monitoring of the material should be conducted during excavation 

and earth moving activities. 

 

 Demolition contractors and personnel who may encounter contaminated soil and/or 

groundwater should wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) as required with 

state and/or federal requirements for worker safety. 

 

 A site-specific Health and Safety Plan (HASP) shall be the responsibility of the demolition 

contractor to address the RECs identified. 
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10.0 DEVIATIONS 
 

TriMedia has performed this Phase I ESA in conformance with the scope and limitations of ASTM 

Practice E1527-13.  TriMedia relied on the information and data provided by other organizations 

specifically denoted herein. TriMedia used its education, experience, and professional judgment to 

conduct this Phase I ESA.   

 

 

11.0 ADDITIONAL SERVICES  

 

No additional services were included as part of this Phase I ESA. 
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12.0 REFERENCES 

 
  

Name of Data Source 
Date of Initial 

Inquiry 

Date of Most 
Recently 
Provided 

Information 

Supporting 
Documentation 

Duane DuRay 
Director of Operations 
Sawyer International Airport and 
Business Center 
125 G Avenue 
Gwinn, Michigan 49841 
(906) 346-3308 

November 22, 2022 November 29, 2022 User Questionnaire, 
interview information as 
noted in this report 

Marquette County Health Department 
Environmental Health 
184 U.S. 41 East 
Marquette, Michigan 49855 
(906) 475-4195 
ehadmin@mqtco.org 

November 23, 2022 December 7, 2022 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

EGLE – FOIA Coordinator 
Department of Environmental, Great 
Lakes, and Energy 
P.O. Box 30473 
Lansing, MI 48909-7973 
800-662-9278                                        
EGLE-FOIA@michigan.gov 

November 22, 2022 January 10, 2023 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

LARA – FOIA Coordinator  
Department of Licensing and  
Regulatory Affairs  
Ottawa Building  
611 W. Ottawa  
P.O. Box 30004  
Lansing, MI 48909-7973  
517-335-3327  
LARAFOIAInfo@michigan.gov 

November 25, 2022 December 20, 2022 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

Ron Lauren - Officer 

Forsyth Township Fire Department 

186 West Flint Street 

Gwinn, Michigan 49841 

(906) 346-9217 

December 5, 2022 January 5, 2023 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

Environmental Data Resources Inc. 
6 Armstrong Road, 4th Floor 
Shelton, CT 06484 
1-800-352-6802 

November 7, 2022 November 8, 2022 Sanborn maps, topographic 
maps, environmental 
database records, aerial 
photographs 
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13.0  SIGNATURES OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONALS 

We declare that, to the best of our professional knowledge and belief, we meet the definition of 

Environmental Professional as defined in §312.10 of 40 CFR 312.  We have specific qualifications 

based on education, training, and experience to assess a property.  We have developed and 

performed all appropriate inquiries in conformance with the standards and practices set forth in 40 

CFR Part 312. 

2/7/2023 

Lance Lindberg  Date 

Project Manager / Senior Scientist 

2/7/2023 

Helen Amiri Date 

Staff Engineer 

2/7/2023 

Ryan J. Whaley Date 

Environmental Manager 
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14.0 QUALIFICATIONS OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONALS 

 

Lance Lindberg 

Project Manager/Senior Scientist 

llindberg@trimediaee.com 
 

Summary of Professional Experience 

Mr. Lindberg is an environmental scientist with over 30 years of experience with a strong 

background in environmental due diligence. His areas of specialty include Phase I/II environmental 

site assessments and baseline environmental assessments; asbestos surveys and lead-based 

paint inspections, CERCLA and RCRA facility investigations; and soil and groundwater 

contamination and remediation. Mr. Lindberg has conducted site investigations and closures 

associated with Part 201 of Michigan’s Public Act 451 and underground storage tank (UST) 

regulations of Michigan’s Part 213 of Public Act 451. Mr. Lindberg’s experience also includes direct 

involvement with on-site activities associated with environmental investigation and remediation 

projects.  

 

Mr. Lindberg is responsible for project management, regulatory and client contact, evaluation and 

assessment of contaminated sites, field activities and preparation of reports. He has coordinated 

and conducted environmental investigations, groundwater monitoring, free product monitoring and 

removal, soil disposal, and remediation system installation and operation. He has conducted site 

inspections to meet the requirements of SWPPs, SPCCs and PIPPs at industrial sites. Mr. Lindberg 

is also experienced in preparing bid specifications, work plans, supervising field operations and 

remediation activities, coordinating and conducting sampling activities and permitting. He has 

coordinated the sampling and disposal/recycling of nonhazardous and hazardous materials for 

clients. 

 

Certifications 

 Licensed Asbestos Inspector, State of Michigan (A35442) 

 OSHA 40-Hour Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response 

 Mine Safety and Health Administration 24-Hour Training 

 State of Michigan Storm Water Management Operator - Construction Site (C-12598) 

 State of Michigan Storm Water Management Operator - Industrial Site (I-08446) 

 American Red Cross First Aid and CPR 

 

Education 

 B.S. – Industrial Technology, Northern Michigan University, Marquette, Michigan  

 
 Professional Affiliations 

 Marquette County Brownfield Redevelopment Authority Board Member, 2010 to Present 
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Helen Amiri, EIT 

Staff Engineer 

hamiri@trimediaee.com 
 

Summary of Professional Experience 

Ms. Helen Amiri is an environmental engineer with an educational background centered on practical 

application. As part of her master’s program, she served in the South Pacific as a Peace Corps 

Water and Sanitation Hygiene Specialist, working with rural island communities, government 

agencies, and international nongovernmental organizations to improve water and sanitation 

infrastructure.  

 

Ms. Amiri has experience which includes consulting with industry for stormwater compliance, 

wastewater treatment and hazardous material disposal. She has experience writing Phase I 

Environmental Site Assessments and has assisted with air quality compliance reporting. She has 

written environmental baselines to establish conservation easements and has experience 

performing conservation compliance monitoring. 

 
Ms. Amiri has years of experience in drilling environments, supporting domestic well water and 

geotechnical drilling teams in isolated settings. Prior to joining TriMedia, she was co-owner of a 

drilling company in Vanuatu, where she coordinated with diverse teams on a variety of development 

projects. 

 

Certifications 

 E.I.T., State of Michigan 

 OSHA 40-Hour Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response 

 Mine Safety and Health Administration 24-Hour Training 

 State of Michigan Storm Water Operator – Construction Sites (#23518) 

 State of Michigan Storm Water Operator – Industrial Sites (#18931)  

 American Heart Association CPR and First Aid 

 

Education 

 M.S. – Environmental Engineering, Michigan Technological University, Houghton, 

Michigan. 

 Graduate Certificate – Sustainable Water Resource Systems, Michigan Technological 

University, Houghton, Michigan. 

 M.A. (Hons.) – International Relations and Film Studies, University of St. Andrews, St. 

Andrews, United Kingdom. 

 
 Professional Affiliations 

 Marquette County Solid Waste Management Authority Board Member, 2022 to Present 
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Ryan Whaley, CHMM, REHS 

Environmental Manager 

rwhaley@trimediaee.com 
 

Summary of Professional Experience   

Mr. Whaley lends his expertise on projects involving subsurface soil and water characterization, 

environmental site assessments, and regulatory compliance.  

 

Mr. Whaley has considerable experience in the environmental and regulatory compliance industry.  

Areas of expertise include underground storage tank management, site characterization and 

investigation, remediation, environmental monitoring and permitting, waste management, 

brownfield redevelopment, environmental drilling and the investigation and cleanup of accidental 

spills. 

 

Additionally, Mr. Whaley supports client communication through development of written reports and 

correspondence, dissemination and compilation of technical data, project planning and scheduling, 

and familiarity with environmental regulations.   

 

Mr. Whaley completed his Bachelor of Science degree from Ball State University in Natural 

Resources and Environmental Management with an emphasis on Land Management. 

 

Certifications 

 CHMM – Certified Hazardous Material Manager – Institute of Hazardous Materials 

Managers (IHMM) 

 REHS/RS – Registered Environmental Health Specialist/Registered Sanitarian - National 

Environmental Health Association (NEHA) 
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1.0 SUMMARY 

 

TriMedia Environmental & Engineering Services, LLC (TriMedia) was retained by Sawyer 

International Airport and Business Center to complete a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment 

(Phase I ESA) of a property located at 403 D Avenue in Gwinn, Michigan (“subject property”). The 

Phase I ESA was conducted in general accordance with American Society for Testing and Materials 

(ASTM) Standard Practice for Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site 

Assessment Process (E1527-13). 

 

After a review of environmental records, site reconnaissance, review of historical data, and select 

interviews, TriMedia found indication of one (1) Recognized Environmental Condition (REC) 

associated with the subject property.  The identified REC includes: 

 

 A release (C-1521-92) was discovered during the removal of three underground storage 

tanks (USTs) on September 8, 1992 at the side-gradient property at Building 610. A Finding 

of Suitability to Lease (FOSL) on file with EGLE from 1995 indicates the extent of 

contamination from the release had yet to be determined. No additional file information 

detailing remediation at Building 610 was available. Given the relative proximity and gradient 

of Building 610, it is possible for impacted groundwater to migrate, posing an ongoing risk 

to the subject property. 

 

 

2.0 INTRODUCTION 

 

2.1 LOCATION AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION  

The subject property is located at 403 D Avenue in Gwinn, Michigan. The subject property 

consists of Building 430 which is 6,931 square feet located northwest of the intersection of 

D Avenue and 2nd Street in Gwinn, Michigan. A legal description is contained in Appendix 

B. 

 

The location of the subject property is presented in Figure 1 and Figure 2, located in 

Appendix A. Please refer to Appendix C for photographs of the subject property and 

surrounding properties.  

 

2.2 PURPOSE 

The purpose of the Phase I ESA was to evaluate the subject property for the presence of 

RECs (as defined by ASTM E1527-13).  This investigative effort was conducted to provide 

the prospective owner with a basis for asserting landowner liability protections and defenses 

(should landowner liability protections and defenses become necessary) under the 

Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 

(CERCLA) (42 U.S.C. et seq.) and applicable state law. 
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This evaluation was conducted in general accordance with ASTM Standard Practice for 

Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process (E1527-

13).  Performance of this Phase I ESA is intended to reduce, but not eliminate, uncertainty 

regarding environmental matters, while recognizing reasonable limits of time and cost.   

 

The following terms and acronyms may appear in this report: 

 

1. Aboveground Storage Tank (AST) – any tank that currently is or has in the past been 

used to contain hazardous substances or petroleum products, and which is located at 

least 90% above surface grade. 

 

2. Activity and Use Limitations (AULs) – legal (institutional controls) or physical 

(engineering controls) restrictions or limitations on the use of, or access to, a site or 

facility: (1) to reduce or eliminate potential exposure to hazardous substances or 

petroleum products in the soil, soil vapor, groundwater, and/or surface water on the 

property, or (2) to prevent activities that could interfere with the effectiveness of a 

response action, in order to ensure maintenance of a condition of no significant risk to 

public health or the environment.  

 

3.  Adjoining Property – any real property or properties the border of which is contiguous or 

partially contiguous with that of the subject property, or that would be contiguous or 

partially contiguous with that of the subject property but for a street, road, or other public 

thoroughfare separating them.     

 

4. Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generator (CESQG) – handler generates, 

transports, stores, or treats one hundred (100) kilograms or less of hazardous waste per 

calendar month and accumulates one thousand (1000) kilograms or less of hazardous 

waste at any time. 

 

5. Controlled Recognized Environmental Condition (CREC) – a recognized environmental 

condition resulting from a past release of hazardous substances or petroleum products 

that has been addressed to the satisfaction of applicable regulatory authority (for 

example, as evidenced by the issuance of a no further action letter or equivalent, or 

meeting risk-based criteria established by regulatory authority), with hazardous 

substances or petroleum products allowed to remain in place subject to the 

implementation of required controls (for example, property use restrictions, activity and 

use limitations, institutional controls, or engineering controls).  A CREC is to be listed in 

the findings section of the Phase I ESA report, and as a REC in the conclusions section 

of the Phase I ESA. 

 

6. De minimis condition – a condition that generally does not present a threat to human 

health or the environment and that generally would not be the subject of an enforcement 

action if brought to the attention of appropriate governmental agencies.  Conditions 
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determined to be de minimis conditions are not recognized environmental conditions nor 

controlled recognized environmental conditions. 

 

7. EGLE – Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy, formerly the 

Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) prior to April 22, 2019.   

 

8. Environmental Lien - a charge, security, or encumbrance upon title to a property to 

secure payment of a cost, damage, debt, obligation, or duty arising out of response 

actions, clean-up, or other remediation of hazardous substances or petroleum products 

upon a property, including (but not limited to) liens imposed pursuant to CERCLA 42 

USC 9607(1) & 9607(r) and similar state or local laws. 

 

9. Fire Insurance Maps - maps produced for private fire insurance companies (i.e., 

Sanborn Maps) that indicate historical uses of properties at specific dates. 

 

10. Hazardous Substance - a substance defined as a hazardous substance pursuant to 

CERCLA 42 USC 9601(14) as interpreted by EPA regulations and the courts. 

 

11. Historical Recognized Environmental Condition (HREC) – a past release of any 

hazardous substances or petroleum products that has occurred in connection with the 

property and has been addressed to the satisfaction of the applicable regulatory 

authority or meeting unrestricted use criteria established by a regulatory authority, 

without subjecting the property to any required controls (for example, property use 

restrictions, activity and use restrictions, institutional controls, or engineering controls).    

 

12. Large Quantity Generator (LQG) – handler generates, transports, stores, or treats over 

one thousand (1000) kilograms of hazardous waste or over one kilogram of acutely 

hazardous waste per calendar month. 

 

13. LUST – an underground storage tank on the State of Michigan list of leaking 

underground storage tank sites. 

 

14. Material Threat – a physically observable or obvious threat which is reasonably likely to 

lead to a release that is threatening and may result in a negative impact to public health 

or the environment. 

 

15. Migrate/migration – for purposes of this practice, “migrate” and “migration” refers to the 

movement of hazardous substance or petroleum products in any form, including, for 

example, solid and liquid at the surface or subsurface, and vapor in the subsurface. 

 

16. PCB - Polychlorinated Biphenyl. 
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17. Petroleum Products - petroleum, including crude oil or any fraction thereof which is not 

otherwise specifically listed or designated as a hazardous substance under CERCLA 42 

USC, including natural gas, natural gas liquids, and synthetic gas usable for fuel.  

 

18. Physical Setting Sources - sources that provide information about the geologic, 

hydrogeologic, or topographical characteristics of the site. 

 

19. Reasonably Ascertainable - information that is (1) publicly available, (2) obtainable from 

a source within reasonable time and cost constraints, and (3) practically reviewable. 

 

20. Recognized Environmental Condition (REC) – the presence or likely presence of any 

hazardous substances or petroleum products in, on, or at a property: (1) due to release 

to the environment; (2) under conditions indicative of a release to the environment; or 

(3) under conditions that pose a material threat of a future release to the environment.  

De minimis conditions are not recognized environmental conditions. 

 

21. Small Quantity Generator (SQG) – handler generates, transports, stores, or treats more 

than one hundred (100) and less than one thousand (1,000) kilograms of hazardous 

waste during any calendar month and accumulates less than six thousand (6,000) 

kilograms of hazardous waste at any time. 

 

22. Underground Storage Tank (UST) - any tank, including underground piping connected 

to the tank, that is or has been used to contain hazardous substances or petroleum 

products and the volume of which is 10% or more beneath surface grade. 

 

23. Vapor Encroachment Condition (VEC) – the presence or likely presence of chemical of 

concern (COC) vapors in the subsurface of the subject property caused by the release 

of vapors from contaminated soil or groundwater either on or near the subject property 

as identified by Tier 1 or Tier 2 procedures outlined in ASTM Standard Guide for Vapor 

Encroachment Screening on Property Involved in Real Estate Transactions (E2600-10).  

 

24. Very Small Quantity Generators (VSQG) (formerly Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity 

Generator (CESQG)) – handler generates, transports, stores, or treats one hundred 

(100) kilograms or less of hazardous waste per calendar month and accumulates one 

thousand (1000) kilograms or less of hazardous waste at any time. 

 

2.3 DETAILED SCOPE OF SERVICES 

This Phase I ESA is based on the scope of services defined in the TriMedia Technical and 

Cost Proposal dated September 26, 2022, and accepted by Mr. Gerald Corkin, Chairperson 

of the Marquette County Board of Commissioners, on October 27, 2022.  The scope of 

services included a site reconnaissance, regulatory and historical records review, interviews 

with individuals knowledgeable about the subject property, and development of this report 
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in accordance with ASTM E1527-13, Standard Practice for Environmental Site 

Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process.  

  

The following are not typically part of an ASTM E1527-13 Phase I ESA and were not 

included in the scope of services provided by TriMedia: asbestos and radon sampling, 

groundwater sampling and analysis, mold assessment, lead-based paint inspection and 

analysis, lead in drinking water analysis, wetland delineation, regulatory compliance 

(includes health and safety), indoor air quality analysis, and Endangered Species Act.  

 

2.4 SIGNIFICANT ASSUMPTIONS 

No significant assumptions were made in this Phase I ESA.  

 

2.5 LIMITATIONS AND EXCEPTIONS 

Other than the usual time and budgetary constraints established by the Technical and Cost 

Proposal accepted by Sawyer International Airport and Business Center for this Phase I 

ESA, and the usual circumstance that not all historical sources listed in the ASTM Standard 

were reasonably ascertainable, no significant limitations were encountered during the 

development of this Phase I ESA.   

 

No warranty, either expressed or implied, can be made that conditions observed at the site 

are representative of all areas of the subject property.  Data collected for this Phase I ESA 

were obtained for the purpose stated and should not be used for reasons other than those 

intended. The conditions reported herein apply only to those specific locations and times at 

which the work was completed.  Conclusions made in this Phase I ESA are based on 

reasonably ascertainable information and data and represent the professional judgment and 

interpretations of TriMedia. 

 

2.6 SPECIAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS  

 No special terms or conditions apply to this report. 

 

2.7 USER RELIANCE  

This Phase I ESA is prepared for the exclusive use and reliance of Sawyer International 

Airport and Business Center.  Use or reliance by any other party is prohibited without the 

written authorization of Sawyer International Airport and Business Center and TriMedia.  

 

Environmental conditions and regulations are continually evolving and are subject to change 

and interpretation.  Do not assume current conditions and/or regulatory positions will remain 

constant.  Furthermore, because the data contained within this Phase I ESA are subject to 

professional interpretation, other professionals may reach differing conclusions. 

 

Continued viability of this report is subject to ASTM E1527-13 Sections 4.6 and 4.7.  If the 

Phase I ESA will be used by a different user (third party) than the user for whom the ESA 
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was originally prepared, the third party must also satisfy the user’s responsibilities in Section 

6 of ASTM E1527-13. 

 

 

3.0 USER PROVIDED INFORMATION 

 

Mr. Duane DuRay, Director of Operations/Airport Manager of Sawyer International Airport and 

Business Center, completed the User Questionnaire on November 29, 2022. Mr. DuRay provided 

the following information on the subject property. 

 

3.1 TITLE RECORDS 

A title search and search of judicial records for environmental liens and activity and use 

limitations (AULs) were not provided by Sawyer International Airport. TriMedia assumes the 

client is evaluating this information outside the context of this report. 

 

3.2 ENVIRONMENTAL LIENS OR ACTIVITY AND USE LIMITATIONS 

Mr. DuRay indicated the presence of an environmental liens or AULs in connection with the 

site. Navigational precautions must be adhered to as per Part 77 of the Federal Aviation 

Administration (FAA) regulations.  

 

3.3 SPECIALIZED KNOWLEDGE OR EXPERIENCE 

Mr. DuRay does not have specialized knowledge of the subject property. 

 

3.4 COMMONLY KNOWN OR REASONABLY ASCERTAINABLE INFORMATION 

Mr. DuRay does have knowledge of commonly known or reasonably ascertainable 

information regarding the subject property or adjoining properties. Mr. DuRay reported the 

property was previously used as part of the K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base and various 

hazardous materials may have been stored or used.  He reports that currently the structure 

is in various levels of deterioration and may contain asbestos, lead-based paints, mold, and 

other hazardous materials.  

    

3.5 VALUATION REDUCTION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 

According to Mr. DuRay the structure is believed to contain lead-based paint, asbestos, 

mold, and possibly other hazardous materials. He recommends personal protective 

equipment (PPE) when entering the structure. 

 

3.6 OWNER, PROPERTY MANAGER, AND OCCUPANT INFORMATION 

Mr. DuRay oversees operations of the airport and surrounding properties. The subject 

property is currently vacant. 
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3.7 REASONS FOR PERFORMING PHASE I ESA 

This Phase I ESA was commissioned by Sawyer International Airport and Business Center 

in connection with demolishing structures on the subject property.   

 

 

4.0 RECORDS REVIEW 

 

4.1 STANDARD ENVIRONMENTAL RECORD SOURCES 

 TriMedia conducted a review of regulatory agency files to determine if the subject property 

and/or adjacent properties are, or were, known sites of environmental contamination. 

Reasonably ascertainable environmental record sources were investigated, and standard 

sources were reviewed by TriMedia.  A summary report of the review, provided by 

Environmental Data Resources, Inc. (EDR) as the EDR Radius MapTM Report with 

GeoCheck® (EDR Radius Map Report), is included in Appendix D: Regulatory 

Documentation. A number of environmental data sources were reviewed, and documented 

sites were found within the ASTM E1527-13 search radius around the subject property.  The 

following data sources were investigated:  

 

Federal Databases 

Database Description 
Radius 

(miles) 
Sites 

NPL 

The NPL is the USEPA’s database of uncontrolled or 

abandoned hazardous waste facilities that have been listed for 

priority remedial actions under the Superfund Program. 

1.0 0 

NPL (Proposed) Proposed National Priority List Sites 1.0 0 

NPL (Delisted) 
The NPL Delisted refers to facilities that have been removed 

from the NPL. 
1.0 0 

NPL LIENS Federal Superfund Liens Site 0 

SEMS 

The Superfund Enterprise Management System (SEMS) 

tracks hazardous waste sites, potentially hazardous waste 

sites, and remedial activities performed in support of EPA’s 

Program across the United States. The list was formerly known 

as CERCLIS, renamed SEMS by the EPA in 2015. The list 

contains data on potentially hazardous waste sites that have 

been reported to the USEPA by states, municipalities, private 

companies, and private persons, pursuant to Section 103 of 

the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, 

and Liability Act (CERCLA).  This dataset also contains sites 

which are either proposed to or on the NPL and site which are 

in the screening and assessment phase for possible inclusion 

on the NPL. 

0.5 0 
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Database Description 
Radius 

(miles) 
Sites 

SEMS - 

ARCHIVE 

The Superfund Enterprise Management System - Archive 

tracks sites that have no further interest under the Federal 

Superfund Program. The list was formerly known as the 

CERCLIS-NFRAP, renamed by EPA in 2015. Archived sites 

have been removed and archived from the inventory of SEMS 

sites. Archived status indicates that, to the best of EPA’s 

knowledge, assessment at a site has been completed and that 

EPA has determined no further steps will be taken to list the 

site on the NPL. 

0.5 0 

RCRA 

CORRACTS/ 

TSD 

The USEPA maintains a database of RCRA facilities 

associated with treatment, storage, and disposal (TSD) of 

hazardous waste that are undergoing “corrective action.”  A 

“corrective action” order is issued when there has been a 

release of hazardous waste or constituents into the 

environment from a RCRA facility. 

1.0 0 

RCRA Non-

CORRACTS/ 

TSD 

The RCRA Non-CORRACTS/TSD Database is a compilation 

by the USEPA of facilities which report storage, transportation, 

treatment, or disposal of hazardous waste.  Unlike the RCRA 

CORRACTS/TSD database, the RCRA Non-CORRACTS/TSD 

database does not include RCRA facilities where corrective 

action is required. 

0.5 0 

RCRA 

Generators 

The RCRA Generators database, maintained by the USEPA, 

lists facilities that generate hazardous waste as part of their 

normal business practices.  Generators are listed as large, 

small, or conditionally exempt.  LQGs produce at least 1000 

kg/month of non-acutely hazardous waste or 1 kg/month of 

acutely hazardous waste.  SQGs produce 100-1000 kg/month 

of non-acutely hazardous waste.  VSQGs are those that 

generate less than 100 kg/month of non-acutely hazardous 

waste. 

0.25 3 

RCRA NonGen / 

NLR 

The RCRA-NonGen database, maintained by the USEPA, lists 

facilities that were previously listed in the RCRA Generators 

database but no longer generate hazardous waste as part of 

their normal business practices (No Longer Regulated).   

0.25 2 

ERNS 

The ERNS is a listing compiled by the USEPA on reported 

releases of petroleum and hazardous substances to the air, soil 

and/or water. 

Subject 

Property 
0 

HMIRS Hazardous Materials Information Reporting System 
Subject 

Property 
0 
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Database Description 
Radius 

(miles) 
Sites 

IC / EC 

A listing of sites with engineering and/or institutional controls in 

place.  Engineering controls include various forms of caps, 

building foundations, liners, and treatment methods to create 

pathway elimination for regulated substances to enter 

environmental media or effect human health.  Institutional 

controls include administrative measures, such as 

groundwater use restrictions, construction restrictions, 

property use restrictions, and post remediation care 

requirements intended to prevent exposure to contaminants 

remaining on site.  Deed restrictions are generally required as 

part of the institutional controls. 

0.5 0 

DOD Department of Defense Sites 1.0 0 

FUDS Formerly Used Defense Sites 1.0 1 

US 

BROWNFIELDS 
A listing of Brownfield Sites 0.5 3 

CONSENT Superfund (CERCLA) Consent Decrees 1.0 0 

ROD Records of Decision 1.0 0 

UMTRA Uranium Mill Tailings Sites 0.5 0 

ODI Open Dump Inventory 0.5 0 

TRIS Toxic Chemical Release Inventory System 
Subject 

Property 
0 

TSCA Toxic Substances Control Act 
Subject 

Property 
0  

FTTS FIFRA/TSCA Tracking System 
Subject 

Property 
0 

SSTS Section 7 Tracking Systems 
Subject 

Property 
0 

ICIS Integrated Compliance Information System 
Subject 

Property 
0 

LUCIS Land Use Control Information System 0.5 0 

RADINFO Radiation Information Database 
Subject 

Property 
0 

CDL Clandestine Drug Labs 
Subject 

Property 
0 

PADS PCB Activity Database System 
Subject 

Property 
0 

MLTS Material Licensing Tracking System 
Subject 

Property 
0 

MINES Mines Master Index File 0.25 0 

ECHO Enforcement and Compliance History Information 
Subject 

Property 
0 

FINDS Facility Index System/Facility Registry System 
Subject 

Property 
0 

RAATS RCRA Administrative Action Tracking System 
Subject 

Property 
0 
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Database Description 
Radius 

(miles) 
Sites 

2020 COR Action 

The EPA has set ambitious goals for the RCRA Corrective 

Action program by creating the 2020 Corrective Action 

Universe. This RCRA cleanup baseline includes facilities 

expected to need corrective action. 

0.25 0 

 

State Databases 

Database Description 
Radius 

(miles) 
Facilities 

State Hazardous 

Waste 

EGLE maintains a database of state equivalent CERCLIS 

facilities in the State of Michigan. 
1.0 0 

SWF/LF 
EGLE maintains a database of solid waste disposal facilities 

and landfills in the State of Michigan. 
0.5 0 

LUST 
EGLE has compiled a database of Leaking Underground 

Storage Tank in the State of Michigan. 
0.5 6 

UST 
EGLE has compiled a database of registered Underground 

Storage Tanks in the State of Michigan. 
0.25 7 

AST 
EGLE has compiled a database of registered Aboveground 

Storage Tanks in the State of Michigan. 
0.25 4 

BEA 
EGLE maintains a listing of properties in which a Baseline 

Environmental Assessment (BEA) has been conducted.   
0.5 0 

AUL Sites with institutional and/or engineering controls in place.   0.5 1 

AIRS Permit and Emissions Inventory Data 0.001 0 

DRYCLEANERS 
EGLE maintains a list of dry cleaning facilities in the State of 

Michigan.   
0.25 0 

LIENS 
EGLE maintains a list of liens placed on a property due to an 

environmental condition.   

Subject 

Property 
0 

BROWNFIELDS Brownfields Site Location Listing 0.5 0 

SPILLS The State of Michigan maintains a list of spills 
Subject 

Property 
0 

Inventory Inventory of Facilities 0.5 3 

Part 201 
EGLE maintains a database of “facilities” as defined by Part 

201 
1.0 5 

WDS Waste Data System 
Subject 

Property 
0 

 

Tribal Databases 

Database Description 
Radius 

(miles) 
Facilities 

INDIAN 

RESERVE 
Indian Reservations 1.0 0 

INDIAN LUST Leaking Underground Storage Tanks on Indian land 0.5 0 

INDIAN UST 
EGLE has compiled a database of registered Underground 

Storage Tanks on Indian land in the State of Michigan. 
0.25 0 
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EDR Proprietary Records 

Database Description 
Radius 

(miles) 
Facilities 

Manufactured 

Gas Plants 
EDR Proprietary Manufactured Gas Plants 1.0 0 

Historical Auto 

Stations 
EDR Exclusive Historic Gas Stations 0.25 2 

Historical Dry 

Cleaners 
EDR Exclusive Historic Dry Cleaners 0.25 0 

 

The following table summarizes the site-specific information provided by the database 

and/or gathered by this office for identified facilities. Sites are listed in order of proximity to 

the subject property. Distances of most of the sites were adjusted to field observed and/or 

mapped distances and should be considered approximate. In addition to the cited site-

specific information, EDR provides a generalized approximate groundwater flow direction 

based on surface topography (EDR Radius Map, Groundwater Flow Direction Information). 

According to EDR, the groundwater flow direction to the southwest. Prior professional 

knowledge indicates groundwater flow is locally to the southeast towards Silver Lead Creek. 

Local groundwater depth is estimated to be greater than60 feet below grade based on static 

water level data obtained from a 2020 Annual Groundwater Report for the United States Air 

Force Civil Engineer Center. 

 

Additional discussion for selected sites may follow the summary table. 

 

Listed Sites 

Site Name and Location Estimated Distance/Direction/Gradient Database Listings 

Princeton Cooperative 

502 2nd Street South 

Approximately 70 feet / Southeast / Down 

gradient 
EDR Historical Auto 

Building 534 

3rd Street 

Approximately 160 feet / Northeast / Side 

gradient 
LUST 

Building 530 

404 D Avenue 

Approximately 200 feet / East / Side 

gradient 
UST, LUST 

406 D Avenue 
Approximately 210 feet / East / Side 

gradient 

AST, UST, RCRA NonGen 

/ NLR 

AJ Marklund 

502 N. Third Street 

Approximately 410 feet / East-Northeast / 

Side gradient 
EDR Historic Auto 
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Site Name and Location Estimated Distance/Direction/Gradient Database Listings 

Building 603 

F Avenue and 3rd Street 

Approximately 430 feet / Northwest / Side 

gradient 
UST 

Building 610 

308 F Avenue  

Approximately 480 feet / North / Up 

gradient 
UST, LUST 

Sawyer Iron & Metal 

400 C Avenue 

Approximately 520 feet / East-Northeast / 

Side gradient 
SWRCY 

Boreal Aviation Inc. 

530 F Avenue 

Approximately 590 feet / West / Side 

gradient 

WDS, FINDS, ECHO, 

RCRA-VSQG, AST 

Building 412 

D Avenue 

Approximately 720 feet / Southwest / 

Down gradient 
UST, LUST 

Envoy Air Inc. 

507 4th Street 

Approximately 950 feet / Northeast / Side 

gradient 

Manifest, FINDS, ECHO, 

RCRA-VSQG 

Building 608 

C Avenue & 4th Street 

Approximately 950 feet / Northeast / Side 

gradient 
UST 

RNFL Acquisition LLC 

513 4th Street 

Approximately 1,090 feet / North-

Northwest / Up gradient 
RCRA-VSQG 

Building 732 

541 9th Street 

Approximately 3,300 feet / North / Up 

gradient   
FINDS, US Brownfields 

225 Airport Road 
Approximately 3,780 feet / North / Up 

gradient 

PFAS, AUL, WDS, RCRA-

VSQG, FUDS, Inventory, 

Part 201, BEA 

 

Subject Property 

The subject property is not listed on the EDR Radius Map™ Report. 

 

Princeton Cooperative 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Princeton Cooperative located at “502 2nd Street 

South” on the EDR Historical Auto database. This database is a private database kept by 

EDR of historic gas stations. The listing for Princeton Cooperative appears to be for an 

address in Princeton, MI. Princeton Cooperative is listed in error on the EDR Radius Map 

Report for the Gwinn area and is not considered a REC.  
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Building 534 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 534 located on “Third Street” in the LUST 

database. The Michigan UST database associates three USTs with Building 534 (Facility 

ID: 00006518).  

 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-038226-15 4,000 Gasoline 02/05/1957 01/01/1992 

UTK-070771-15 14,000 Diesel 02/05/1957 01/01/1992 

UTK-070780-15 5,000 Gasoline 02/05/1957 01/01/1992 

 

TriMedia submitted a FOIA request to LARA regarding the tanks at Building 534. A release, 

C-1189-92, was confirmed upon removal of the USTs in 1992. Correspondence from EGLE 

indicates remedial activities have occurred, leading to the closure of the LUST site. Given 

the gradient of Building 534 to the subject property and clean closure of the site, Building 

534 is not considered a REC. 

 

Building 530 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 530 located at 404 D Avenue on the UST 

and LUST databases. The Michigan UST database associates two USTs with Building 530 

(Facility ID: 00035174).  

 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-000840-15 500 None Listed 01/01/1970 05/26/1994 

UTK-007037-15 1,000 Other (WATER), 

Used Oil 

01/01/1994 12/19/2001 

 

Documentation obtained from LARA confirms the closure of both tanks. When closing UTK-

007037-15, a release (C-0068-02) was detected and reported February 8, 2002. No 

additional documentation is on file with EGLE or LARA regarding Building 530 or the 

associated release. Given the relative gradient of Building 530 to the subject property, 

Building 530 is not considered a REC. 

 

406 D Avenue 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed two related entities (Marquette County and Marquette 

County Road Commission) located at 406 D Avenue on the UST, AST, and RCRA 

NonGen/NLR databases. Entities listed in the RCRA NonGen/NLR database do not 

presently generate hazardous waste. 

 

The Michigan UST database indicates one UST is associated with 406 D Avenue (Facility 

ID: 00039734). The owner on the listing is the Marquette County Road Commission. 
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Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-055521-15 12,000 Diesel 08/27/1998 Currently In Use 

 

Documentation from LARA indicates approval of the facility. Although violations had been 

noted in the past, there was no documentation indicating a release. Given its gradient 

relative to the subject property, 406 D Avenue is not considered a REC. 

 

AJ Marklund 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed AJ Marklund located at “502 North Third Street” on 

the EDR Historical Auto database. This database is a private database kept by EDR. The 

listing for AJ Marklund appears to be for an address in Princeton, MI. AJ Marklund is listed 

in error on the EDR Radius Map Report for the Gwinn area and is not considered a REC.  

 

Building 603 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 603 as located at “NE Corner Ave. F & 3rd” 

on the UST database. The Michigan UST database associates two USTs with Building 603 

(Facility ID: 00015269). 

 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-102038-15 1,000 Diesel 07/23/1992 07/14/2010 

UTK-011693-15 1,000 Diesel 04/07/1981 07/07/1992 

 

Documentation from LARA confirms the clean removal of UTK-011693-15 in 1992 and of 

UTK-102038-15 in 2010. Given the clean closure of the USTs, Building 603 is not 

considered a REC. 

 

Building 610 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 610 on the LUST and UST databases. 

Building 610 is located at 308 F Avenue, although addresses for Building 610 are 

inconsistent across database records. The Michigan UST database indicates three USTs 

are associated with Building 610 (Facility ID: 00006515). 

 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-096785-15 2,000 Used Oil 02/05/1957 01/01/1992 

UTK-039452-15 2,000 Used Oil 02/05/1957 01/01/1992 

UTK-096782-15 1,000 Other (Waste JP-4) 02/05/1957 01/01/1992 

 

TriMedia submitted FOIA requests to LARA and EGLE regarding the USTs associated with 

Building 610. Documentation from LARA confirms the removal of the USTs in 1992. A 

release (C-1521-92) was discovered during the removal of the tanks on September 8, 1992. 

A Finding of Suitability to Lease (FOSL) on file with EGLE from 1995 indicates the extent of 

contamination from release had yet to be determined. Given the relative distance and 

gradient of Building 610 from the subject property, impacted groundwater could migrate, 

posing an ongoing risk to the subject property. Building 610 is considered to be a REC. 
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Sawyer Iron & Metal 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Sawyer Iron & Metal, located at 400 C Avenue, on 

the SWRCY database. SWRCY designates recycling facilities in the state of Michigan. 

Sawyer Iron & Metal was a transfer station for household waste. Sawyer Iron & Metal is not 

considered a REC. 

 

Boreal Aviation Inc. 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Boreal Aviation, Inc. located at 530 F Avenue on the 

AST, WDS, FINDS, ECHO, and RCRA-VSQG databases. The EPA Facility Index System 

(FINDS) is a central and common inventory of facilities monitored or regulated by the EPA. 

The RCRA-VSQG designation indicates Boreal Aviation, Inc. is a very small quantity 

generator of hazardous waste. The Waste Data System (WDS) tracks activities at sites 

regulated by the Solid Waste, Scrap Tire, Hazardous Waste, and Liquid Industrial Waste 

programs. The WDS entry for Boreal Aviation, Inc. lists two citations. The entries indicate a 

return to compliance less than one month after the violations were initially noted. Neither 

entry was listed as a “high priority” in the database. The Enforcement and Compliance 

History Online (ECHO) database listing indicates the generator has active status with no 

violations noted in the previous 12 quarters.  

 

Boreal Aviation, Inc. owns an AST located at 199 F Avenue, downgradient from the subject 

property.  

 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

ATK-102038-15 12,000 Other 07/08/1997 Currently In Use 

 

TriMedia submitted FOIA requests to LARA and EGLE regarding the AST at 199 F Avenue. 

Documentation from LARA confirms the installation of the tank with spill prevention 

measures and secondary containment. Correspondence from EGLE indicated there were 

no files on record regarding the AST. Given its relative gradient to the subject property, 

Boreal Aviation, Inc. is not considered a REC. 

 

Building 412 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 412 on D Avenue on the UST and LUST 

databases. However, Building 412 was physically located on F Avenue between Buildings 

421 and 422. The listing uses Building 412 as part of the street address and KI Sawyer AFB 

is listed as the primary name for the facility. Further examination of the Michigan UST 

database indicates records of one UST associated with Building 412 (Facility ID: 00006520). 

 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-091127-15 15,000 Gasoline 02/05/1958 01/01/1992 
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Documentation from LARA confirms a release (C-0622-89) on October 4,1989 which was 

detected during a failed tank tightness test. A handwritten note on a release form indicates 

some soil was removed. The EDR Radius Map™ Report shows the release was closed on 

January 1, 1993, although no documentation from LARA confirming the closure was 

available. Electronic correspondence from EGLE indicated no records were on file regarding 

Building 412 or C-0622-89. Given the relative distance and downgradient position of Building 

412 to the subject property, Building 412 is not considered a REC. 

 

Envoy Air Inc. 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Envoy Air Inc. located at 507 4th Street on the 

Manifest, FINDS, ECHO, and RCRA-VSQG databases. The ECHO database listing 

indicates the generator has active status with violations in each of the previous 12 quarters. 

One ongoing violation relates to the which describing the waste being generated and 

removed from the site and which facilities are permitted to handle the waste. The other 

violation noted on October 11, 2021 related to the restrictions surrounding very small quality 

generators of hazardous waste, resulting in a single written informal enforcement action by 

EGLE on that date. No additional information is available on the ECHO or FINDS databases. 

The Manifest designation indicates Envoy Air, Inc. is known to transport hazardous material 

across state lines. 

 

There is an entry for Envoy Air, Inc. in the WDS database, although this was not listed in 

the EDR Radius Map Report. The WDS entry for Envoy Air, Inc. contains records of nine 

inspections. The most recent entry from 2021 notes a violation, with a return to compliance 

the same day the violation was noted. Prior to the violation in 2021, the most recent 

violations were in 2012 and 2009 with returns to compliance within two months. The 

remaining six entries contain no record of violations at the site. Envoy Air, Inc. is not 

considered a REC. 

 

Building 608 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 608 at “Ave. C 4th” on the UST database. 

The Michigan UST database indicates one UST is associated with Building 608 (Facility ID: 

00006517).  

 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-033052-15 2000 Other (Waste JP-4) 02/05/1961 05/06/1990 

 

Tank deregistration records from LARA give no indication of spills or releases. Given the 

relative distance and gradient of Building 608 from the subject property, Building 608 is 

unlikely to be a REC. 
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RNFL Acquisition LLC 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed RNFL Acquisition, LLC located at 513 4th Street on 

the RCRA-VSQG database. The ECHO database listing indicates the generator has active 

status with no violations in the previous 12 quarters. There was no record of formal 

enforcement in the listing. The WDS entry for RNFL Acquisition, LLC contains operator 

information but otherwise does not list activities, including any history of inspections or 

violations. RNFL Acquisition, LLC is not considered a REC. 

 

Building 732 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 732 located at 541 9th Street on the US 

Brownfields and FINDS databases. Building 732 was listed in the Brownfield database 

(ACRES ID: 236203). The entry indicated assessments were conducted in 2013 and 2018. 

According to the entry, “no asbestos-containing building materials were found during the 

asbestos survey.” No additional hazardous materials are indicated in the entry. As asbestos 

is outside the scope of Phase I ESAs, Building 732 is not considered a REC.   

 

225 Airport Road 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed the US Transportation Security Administration (TSA) 

located at 225 Airport Road on the PFAS, RCRA-VSQG, AUL, and WDS databases. The 

WDS entry for TSA contains operator information but otherwise does not list activities, 

including any history of inspections or violations The PFAS listing refers to the chemicals 

per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) which are a class of compounds not currently 

in scope for Phase I ESAs.  A land use restriction is detailed in a declaration of restrictive 

covenants, which primarily restricts the use of groundwater. Land upgradient to the subject 

property in the declaration of restrictive covenants, designated as FT-07, is located north of 

the domestic airport terminal.  

 

At the same address, K.I. Sawyer Airforce Base is listed on the FUDS, Inventory, Part 201, 

and BEA databases. The Federal Used Defense Sits (FUDS) listing showed a preliminary 

assessment had been performed at K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base and no projects were 

planned for that location. The Remediation Information Data Exchange (RIDE), operated by 

EGLE Remediation and Redevelopment Division, has an entry for “K.I. Sawyer Airport”. The 

entry lists multiple contaminants impacting the location including petroleum volatile and semi 

volatile organic compounds, chlorinated volatile and semi volatile organic compounds, and 

elements, metals, or other inorganics. The BEA entry indicates a Baseline Environmental 

Assessment was performed to document existing contamination. Two BEAs are on file for 

225 Airport Road, however, electronic mail correspondence from the EGLE Remediation 

and Redevelopment Division indicates that file information has been misplaced and is 

unavailable.  
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Documentation regarding long term groundwater monitoring, obtained through EGLE, 

indicates multiple areas impacted by contamination throughout the former Air Force Base. 

The site designated “K.I. Sawyer AFB – SS-17” shows a soil use restriction under the 

operations apron at Sawyer International Airport and a groundwater use restriction 

extending from the operations apron east beyond Kelly Johnson Memorial Highway. The 

groundwater use restriction remains active due to contaminant levels. Ongoing groundwater 

monitoring indicates the contamination plume has decreased in size over several years. 

Given the decreasing size of the plume, the ongoing groundwater monitoring activities, and 

relative distance of the contamination plume from the subject property, this is not considered 

a REC. 

 

Other Sites 

The remaining sites listed on the EDR Radius Map™ Report do not represent environmental 

concerns to the subject property based upon regulatory status, presumed groundwater flow 

direction, and/or relative distance from the property. 

   

Please refer to Appendix D for a copy of the EDR Radius Map Report.    

 

4.2 ADDITIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL RECORD SOURCES 

TriMedia submitted a FOIA request to the FOIA Coordinator for EGLE located in Lansing, 

Michigan for file information for the subject property. Electronic mail correspondence from 

the EGLE’s Remediation and Redevelopment Division indicates that file information does 

not exist for the subject property. 

 

4.3 PHYSICAL SETTING SOURCES 

TriMedia used a United States Geological Survey (USGS) Topographic Map and EDR’s 

GeoCheck® option to obtain information regarding the subject property’s physical setting 

(i.e., soils, geology, hydrology, etc.).  A discussion of the physical setting features is included 

in Section 5.2.4.  

 

4.4 HISTORICAL USE INFORMATION ON THE PROPERTY 

TriMedia reviewed standard historical sources, as identified in E1527-13, to identify potential 

RECs associated with historical use of the property.  TriMedia subcontracted EDR to provide 

the following standard historical sources: 

 

4.4.1 Historical Aerial Photographs 

The EDR Aerial Photo Decade Package provided TriMedia with historical aerial photographs 

from 1939, 1951, 1964, 1975, 1981, 1993, 1998, 2006, 2009, 2012, and 2016. Selected 

photographs are summarized below. 
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Historical Aerial Photographs 

Direction Description 

Subject Property 

No structures are visible on the subject property in the photographs from 1939 

through 1951. In the 1964 photograph, the subject property is visible. The footprint 

of the subject property remains unchanged between the 1964 and 2016 aerial 

photographs.  

North 

North of the subject property, the land appears undeveloped and vegetated from 

the 1939 through 1951 aerial photographs. Photographs from 1964 to 2016 show 

a building on property along F Avenue northwest of the subject property.  

East 

East of the subject property, the land appears undeveloped and vegetated from the 

1939 through 1951 aerial photographs. A building is visible northeast of the subject 

property in the 1964 aerial photograph. The footprint of the property northeast of 

the subject property remains unchanged between the 1964 and 2016 aerial 

photographs. 

South 

Lands south of the subject property appear undeveloped in the photographs from 

1939 through 1951. In the 1964 photograph, structures are apparent south of the 

subject property. The footprint of the adjacent property south of the subject property 

remains unchanged between the 1964 and 2016 aerial photographs. 

West 

Lands west of the subject property appear undeveloped in the photographs from 

1939 through 1951. In the 1964 photograph, buildings west of the subject property 

are visible. A larger structure west of the subject property is apparent in the 1993 

photograph. The footprint of the properties to the west remains unchanged between 

the 1993 and 2016 aerial photographs. 

 

4.4.2 Historical Topographic Maps 

The EDR Historical Topographic Map Report provided TriMedia with historical USGS 

topographic maps from 1932, 1952, 1975, 1985, 2014, 2017, and 2019.  Note that the 2014, 

2017 and 2019 maps only depict topography, roads and streets, and land cover.   

 

Historical Topographic Maps 

Direction Description 

Subject Property 

The subject property appears undeveloped from the earliest map from 1932. In the 

1975 map, the subject property is depicted. The subject property appears 

developed in the topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

North 

The lands north of the subject property appear undeveloped from the 1932 through 

the 1952 topographic maps. In the 1975 map, a building to the north of the subject 

property along F Avenue is visible. Property north of the subject property appears 

developed in the topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

East 

The lands east of the subject property appear undeveloped from the 1932 through 

the 1952 topographic maps. In the 1975 map, a building is present east of the 

subject property. Property east of the subject property appears developed in the 

topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

South 

The lands south of the subject property appear undeveloped from the 1932 through 

the 1952 topographic maps. In the 1975 map, a building to the south of the subject 

property across 2nd Street is apparent. Land south of the subject property appears 

developed in the topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 
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Direction Description 

West 

The land west of the subject property appears undeveloped from the 1932 through 

the 1952 topographic maps. In the 1975 map, buildings are depicted west of the 

subject property. Land west of the subject property appears developed in the 

topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

 

4.4.3 Historical City Directories 

The EDR City Directory Abstract provided TriMedia with historical business directory (Polk’s 

City Directory) listings for the subject property’s address or addresses in proximity to the 

subject property.  Listings (if listed) were provided from 1992 to 2017 at approximate five-

year intervals.  The following table highlights findings, please refer to Appendix E for a full 

listing of addresses. 

 

Historical City Directories 

Direction Description 

Subject Property No records for the subject property were included in the City Directory. 

North No records north of the subject property were included in the City Directory. 

East No records east of the subject property were included in the City Directory. 

South No records south of the subject property were included in the City Directory. 

West 401 Avenue F: Boreal Aviation Inc. (2005-2017). 

 

4.4.4 Historical Fire Insurance Maps 

Historical fire insurance maps (Sanborn Maps) were requested from EDR to evaluate past 

uses of the subject property and surrounding properties. Based on the request, EDR 

indicated Sanborn Maps were not available for the subject property and surrounding area.  

 

4.5 HISTORICAL USE INFORMATION ON SUBJECT PROPERTY 

Based on the previously described environmental records and historical sources, the current 

structure on the subject property first appeared in 1956 to house Life Support on K.I. Sawyer 

Air Force Base. Since the closure of the air force base in 1995, the building has been vacant. 

 

Please refer to Appendix E for copies of the aerial photographs, topographic maps, and City 

Directories.  

 

4.6 HISTORICAL USE INFORMATION ON ADJOINING PROPERTIES 

Based on the previously described environmental records and historical sources, the area 

surrounding the subject property was generally developed concurrently or following the 

subject property. Building 530, the heavy equipment maintenance facility east of the subject 

property, was built in 1956. Building 610, northwest of the subject property, was built in 

1961. Building 610 was the aerospace ground equipment gas station. Adjacent to the south 

of the subject property is Building 431. Building 431 was constructed in 1959 and housed 



  

 

 
- 21 - 

Phase I ESA 
Building 430, Gwinn, MI   
Project Number 2021-2800 
 

aerospace ground equipment. West of the subject property was Building 428, a storage 

facility constructed in 1958. 

 

4.7 RECORDS REVIEW SUMMARY 

Based on a review of historic information, the subject property was developed in 1956 for 

Life Support on K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. Since the closure of the air force base in 1995, 

the building has been vacant. Other sections of the former air force base were developed at 

the same time or following the construction of the subject property. 

 

 

5.0 SITE RECONNAISSANCE 

 

5.1 METHODOLOGY AND LIMITING CONDITIONS 

TriMedia, represented by Mr. Lance Lindberg, Senior Scientist, conducted a site 

reconnaissance of the subject property on November 4, 2022. Weather conditions at the 

time of site reconnaissance were overcast with a temperature of approximately 37 degrees 

Fahrenheit (°F). 

 

The site reconnaissance included the following:  

 

 Observation of the subject property, the subject property interior areas, and adjacent 

properties for indications of RECs; 

 

 Visual and physical observation of the periphery of the subject property and structures 

made by walking the perimeter of the subject property, and crisscrossing the site to 

identify points of interest; 

 

 Observation of, surrounding properties, and, 

 

 Interviews with individuals, as available, familiar with the subject property’s history and 

potential environmental liabilities. 

 

5.2 GENERAL SITE SETTING 

 

5.2.1 Current Uses of the Subject Property 

The subject property is currently vacant.  

 

5.2.2 Past Uses of the Subject Property  

Based on historical sources, the subject property was built in 1956 for Life Support on K.I. 

Sawyer Air Force Base. Since the closure of the former air force base in 1995, the building 

has been vacant. 
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5.2.3 Current and Past Uses of Surrounding Properties 

Based on the review of previously described environmental records and historical sources, 

and the completion of site reconnaissance activities, the area surrounding the subject 

property was generally developed concurrently or following the construction of the subject 

property in 1956. The official opening of K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base occurred on May 8, 

1959. Building 530, the heavy equipment maintenance facility east of the subject property, 

was built in 1956. Building 610, northwest of the subject property, was built in 1961. Building 

610 was the aerospace ground equipment gas station. Adjacent to the south of the subject 

property is Building 431. Building 431 was constructed in 1959 and housed aerospace 

ground equipment. West of the subject property was Building 428, a storage facility 

constructed in 1958. 

 

5.2.4 Geologic, Hydrogeologic, and Topographic Conditions 

The subject property is situated approximately 1,185 feet above mean sea level. The 

surrounding area topography is relatively flat, generally sloping to the south. The geology of 

the area consists of Cambrian stratified rock. The naturally occurring soil type on the subject 

property is Udipsamments, characterized as well drained to excessively drained sands and 

gravels. Local groundwater flow is estimated to be to the southeast in the direction of Silver 

Lead Creek. Silver Lead Creek is located approximately 3,150 feet from the subject property. 

 

5.2.5 General Description of Structures 

The subject property contains the former Life Support building for the air force base. The 

building is 6,931 square feet and is constructed of concrete block, wood, and metal with a 

slab on grade foundation. The building is currently vacant. 

 

5.2.6 Roads and Utilities 

The subject property is located northwest of the intersection of D Avenue and 2nd Street. 

Parking is available along the southern side of the structure, accessible from 2nd Street. 

Additional parking is available along the northern side of the structure, accessible from 3rd 

Street. 

 

Utilities available to the subject property consist of gas, electrical, cable/internet, and 

telephone service.  A municipal water supply and wastewater treatment facilities serve the 

subject property.  

 

5.3 SITE OBSERVATIONS 

The following table summarizes site observations and interviews. Affirmative responses 

(designated by an “X”) are discussed in more detail following the table.  Photographs of select 

items observed at the subject property are included in Appendix C. 
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Site Features 

Category Item or Feature Observed 

Site Operations, 
Processes, and 

Equipment 

Emergency generators  

Elevators  

Air compressors  

Hydraulic lifts  

Dry cleaning  

Photo processing  

Laboratory hoods and/or incinerators  

Waste treatment systems and/or water treatment systems  

Heating and/or cooling systems X 

Other processes or equipment  

Aboveground 
Chemical or Waste 

Storage 

Aboveground storage tanks  

Drums, barrels and/or containers  5 gallons  

SDS  

Underground 
Chemical or Waste 

Storage, Drainage or 
Collection Systems 

Underground storage tanks or ancillary UST equipment  

Sumps, cisterns, catch basins and/or dry wells  

Grease traps  

Septic tanks and/or leach fields  

Oil/water separators  

Pipeline markers  

Interior floor drains X 

Electrical 
Transformers/ PCBs 

Pad or pole mounted transformers and/or capacitors  

Other equipment  

Releases or Potential 
Releases 

Stressed vegetation  

Stained soil   

Stained pavement or similar surface  

Leachate and/or waste seeps  

Trash, debris and/or other waste materials  

Dumping or disposal areas  

Construction/demolition debris and/or dumped fill dirt  

Surface water discoloration, odor, sheen, and/or free-floating 

product 
 

Strong, pungent, or noxious odors   

Exterior pipe discharges and/or other effluent discharges  

Other Notable Site 
Features 

Surface water bodies  

Quarries or pits  

Wells  
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Site Operations, Processes, and Equipment 

 

Heating and/or Cooling Systems 

The building is heated using a natural gas furnace and an air conditioning unit is located 

outside the building on the north side. No environmental concerns were noted with the 

heating and cooling systems.  

 

Underground Chemical or Waste Storage, Drainage or Collection Systems 

 

Interior Floor Drains 

Floor drains are located in the men’s and women’s bathrooms, janitorial closets and the 

large conference room within the building. The floor drains are connected to the wastewater 

treatment system located on the former air force base.  

 

5.4 SITE RECONNAISSANCE SUMMARY  

The site reconnaissance was conducted on November 4, 2022. The site reconnaissance 

identified heating and cooling systems and interior floor drains on the subject property. No 

environmental concerns were noted during the site reconnaissance. 

 

 

6.0 INTERVIEWS 

 

6.1 INTERVIEW WITH OWNER 

TriMedia interviewed Mr. Duane DuRay, Director of Operations at Sawyer International 

Airport and Business Center. He became the manager of the airport in 2012 and assumed 

the role of Director of Operations in 2019. Mr. DuRay indicated the subject property is 

believed to contain lead-based paint, asbestos, mold, and possibly other hazardous 

materials. He recommended the use of PPE when entering the structure. 

 

6.2 INTERVIEW WITH SITE MANAGER 

TriMedia interviewed Mr. Duane DuRay, as noted.  

 

6.3 INTERVIEW WITH OCCUPANTS 

TriMedia interviewed Mr. Duane DuRay, as noted. 

 

6.4 INTERVIEWS WITH LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 

TriMedia completed a FOIA request with Marquette County Health Department for 

environmental records (i.e., spills, releases, fires) regarding the subject property. The 

Marquette County Health Department indicated that there were no records on file associated 

with the subject property. TriMedia interviewed Mr. Ron Lauren, an officer of Forsyth 

Township Fire Department and Clerk for Forsyth Township. Mr. Lauren indicated no 
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knowledge of fire at the subject property since the closure of the air force base in 1995. 

Records prior to base closure were unavailable. 

 

6.5 INTERVIEWS WITH OTHERS 

TriMedia did not interview others regarding the subject property.   

 

 

7.0 FINDINGS 

 

After a review of environmental records, site reconnaissance, review of historical data, and select 

interviews, one (1) REC associated with the subject property.  The identified REC includes: 

 

 A release (C-1521-92) was discovered during the removal of three underground storage 

tanks (USTs) on September 8, 1992 at the side-gradient property at Building 610. A Finding 

of Suitability to Lease (FOSL) on file with EGLE from 1995 indicates the extent of 

contamination from the release had yet to be determined. No additional file information 

detailing remediation at Building 610 was available. Given the relative proximity and gradient 

of Building 610, it is possible for impacted groundwater to migrate, posing an ongoing risk 

to the subject property. 

 

 

8.0 OPINION 

 

Based on reasonably ascertainable information compiled by TriMedia, as well as information and 

data provided by other select individuals and/or agencies during the completion of this Phase I ESA, 

it is our professional opinion the results of the Phase I ESA have revealed evidence suggesting the 

presence of current environmental concerns regarding potential groundwater contaminant 

migration onto the subject property.   

 

 

9.0 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

TriMedia has performed a Phase I ESA in conformance with the scope and limitations of ASTM 

Practice E1527-13 for property located at 403 D Avenue in Gwinn, Michigan.  Any exceptions to, or 

deletions from, this practice are described in Section 10.0 of this report. This assessment has 

revealed evidence of one (1) REC in connection with the subject property. Based on the results of 

the Phase I ESA, the depth of groundwater in the vicinity (>60 feet), and the intended demolition 

activities proposed for the subject property, no further evaluation of the identified RECs is required 

at this time. TriMedia does recommend the following mitigation procedures during demolition 

activities: 
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 If suspect contaminated soil and/or groundwater is encountered during demolition activities, 

characterization and/or monitoring of the material should be conducted during excavation 

and earth moving activities. 

 

 Demolition contractors and personnel who may encounter contaminated soil and/or 

groundwater should wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) as required with 

state and/or federal requirements for worker safety. 

 

 A site-specific Health and Safety Plan (HASP) shall be the responsibility of the demolition 

contractor to address the RECs identified. 

 

 

10.0 DEVIATIONS 
 

TriMedia has performed this Phase I ESA in conformance with the scope and limitations of ASTM 

Practice E1527-13.  TriMedia relied on the information and data provided by other organizations 

specifically denoted herein. TriMedia used its education, experience, and professional judgment to 

conduct this Phase I ESA.   

 

 

11.0 ADDITIONAL SERVICES  

 

No additional services were included as part of this Phase I ESA. 
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12.0 REFERENCES 

 
  

Name of Data Source 
Date of Initial 

Inquiry 

Date of Most 
Recently 
Provided 

Information 

Supporting 
Documentation 

Duane DuRay 
Director of Operations 
Sawyer International Airport and 
Business Center 
125 G Avenue 
Gwinn, Michigan 49841 
(906) 346-3308 

November 22, 2022 November 29, 2022 User Questionnaire, 
interview information as 
noted in this report 

Marquette County Health Department 
Environmental Health 
184 U.S. 41 East 
Marquette, Michigan 49855 
(906) 475-4195 
ehadmin@mqtco.org 

November 23, 2022 December 7, 2022 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

EGLE – FOIA Coordinator 
Department of Environmental, Great 
Lakes, and Energy 
P.O. Box 30473 
Lansing, MI 48909-7973 
800-662-9278                                        
EGLE-FOIA@michigan.gov 

November 22, 2022 January 10, 2023 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

LARA – FOIA Coordinator  
Department of Licensing and  
Regulatory Affairs  
Ottawa Building  
611 W. Ottawa  
P.O. Box 30004  
Lansing, MI 48909-7973  
517-335-3327  
LARAFOIAInfo@michigan.gov 

November 25, 2022 December 21, 2022 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

Ron Lauren - Officer 

Forsyth Township Fire Department 

186 West Flint Street 

Gwinn, Michigan 49841 

(906) 346-9217 

December 5, 2022 January 5, 2023 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

Environmental Data Resources Inc. 
6 Armstrong Road, 4th Floor 
Shelton, CT 06484 
1-800-352-6802 

November 7, 2022 November 8, 2022 Sanborn maps, topographic 
maps, environmental 
database records, aerial 
photographs 
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13.0  SIGNATURES OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONALS 

We declare that, to the best of our professional knowledge and belief, we meet the definition of 

Environmental Professional as defined in §312.10 of 40 CFR 312.  We have specific qualifications 

based on education, training, and experience to assess a property.  We have developed and 

performed all appropriate inquiries in conformance with the standards and practices set forth in 40 

CFR Part 312. 

2/7/2023 

Lance Lindberg  Date 

Project Manager / Senior Scientist 

2/7/2023 

Helen Amiri Date 

Staff Engineer 

2/7/2023 

Ryan J. Whaley Date 

Environmental Manager 
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14.0 QUALIFICATIONS OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONALS 

 

Lance Lindberg 

Project Manager/Senior Scientist 

llindberg@trimediaee.com 
 

Summary of Professional Experience 

Mr. Lindberg is an environmental scientist with over 30 years of experience with a strong 

background in environmental due diligence. His areas of specialty include Phase I/II environmental 

site assessments and baseline environmental assessments; asbestos surveys and lead-based 

paint inspections, CERCLA and RCRA facility investigations; and soil and groundwater 

contamination and remediation. Mr. Lindberg has conducted site investigations and closures 

associated with Part 201 of Michigan’s Public Act 451 and underground storage tank (UST) 

regulations of Michigan’s Part 213 of Public Act 451. Mr. Lindberg’s experience also includes direct 

involvement with on-site activities associated with environmental investigation and remediation 

projects.  

 

Mr. Lindberg is responsible for project management, regulatory and client contact, evaluation and 

assessment of contaminated sites, field activities and preparation of reports. He has coordinated 

and conducted environmental investigations, groundwater monitoring, free product monitoring and 

removal, soil disposal, and remediation system installation and operation. He has conducted site 

inspections to meet the requirements of SWPPs, SPCCs and PIPPs at industrial sites. Mr. Lindberg 

is also experienced in preparing bid specifications, work plans, supervising field operations and 

remediation activities, coordinating and conducting sampling activities and permitting. He has 

coordinated the sampling and disposal/recycling of nonhazardous and hazardous materials for 

clients. 

 

Certifications 

 Licensed Asbestos Inspector, State of Michigan (A35442) 

 OSHA 40-Hour Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response 

 Mine Safety and Health Administration 24-Hour Training 

 State of Michigan Storm Water Management Operator - Construction Site (C-12598) 

 State of Michigan Storm Water Management Operator - Industrial Site (I-08446) 

 American Red Cross First Aid and CPR 

 

Education 

 B.S. – Industrial Technology, Northern Michigan University, Marquette, Michigan  

 
 Professional Affiliations 

 Marquette County Brownfield Redevelopment Authority Board Member, 2010 to Present 
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Helen Amiri, EIT 

Staff Engineer 

hamiri@trimediaee.com 
 

Summary of Professional Experience 

Ms. Helen Amiri is an environmental engineer with an educational background centered on practical 

application. As part of her master’s program, she served in the South Pacific as a Peace Corps 

Water and Sanitation Hygiene Specialist, working with rural island communities, government 

agencies, and international nongovernmental organizations to improve water and sanitation 

infrastructure.  

 

Ms. Amiri has experience which includes consulting with industry for stormwater compliance, 

wastewater treatment and hazardous material disposal. She has experience writing Phase I 

Environmental Site Assessments and has assisted with air quality compliance reporting. She has 

written environmental baselines to establish conservation easements and has experience 

performing conservation compliance monitoring. 

 
Ms. Amiri has years of experience in drilling environments, supporting domestic well water and 

geotechnical drilling teams in isolated settings. Prior to joining TriMedia, she was co-owner of a 

drilling company in Vanuatu, where she coordinated with diverse teams on a variety of development 

projects. 

 

Certifications 

 E.I.T., State of Michigan 

 OSHA 40-Hour Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response 

 Mine Safety and Health Administration 24-Hour Training 

 State of Michigan Storm Water Operator – Construction Sites (#23518) 

 State of Michigan Storm Water Operator – Industrial Sites (#18931)  

 American Heart Association CPR and First Aid 

 

Education 

 M.S. – Environmental Engineering, Michigan Technological University, Houghton, 

Michigan. 

 Graduate Certificate – Sustainable Water Resource Systems, Michigan Technological 

University, Houghton, Michigan. 

 M.A. (Hons.) – International Relations and Film Studies, University of St. Andrews, St. 

Andrews, United Kingdom. 

 
 Professional Affiliations 

 Marquette County Solid Waste Management Authority Board Member, 2022 to Present 
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Ryan Whaley, CHMM, REHS 

Environmental Manager 

rwhaley@trimediaee.com 
 

Summary of Professional Experience   

Mr. Whaley lends his expertise on projects involving subsurface soil and water characterization, 

environmental site assessments, and regulatory compliance.  

 

Mr. Whaley has considerable experience in the environmental and regulatory compliance industry.  

Areas of expertise include underground storage tank management, site characterization and 

investigation, remediation, environmental monitoring and permitting, waste management, 

brownfield redevelopment, environmental drilling and the investigation and cleanup of accidental 

spills. 

 

Additionally, Mr. Whaley supports client communication through development of written reports and 

correspondence, dissemination and compilation of technical data, project planning and scheduling, 

and familiarity with environmental regulations.   

 

Mr. Whaley completed his Bachelor of Science degree from Ball State University in Natural 

Resources and Environmental Management with an emphasis on Land Management. 

 

Certifications 

 CHMM – Certified Hazardous Material Manager – Institute of Hazardous Materials 

Managers (IHMM) 

 REHS/RS – Registered Environmental Health Specialist/Registered Sanitarian - National 

Environmental Health Association (NEHA) 

 OSHA 40-Hour Hazardous Waste Operation and Emergency Response 

 

Education 

 BS – Natural Resources and Environmental Management, Ball State University, Muncie, 

Indiana 

 

 Professional Affiliations 

 National Ground Water Association 
 Certified Hazardous Materials Managers of Michigan 
 Former Executive Board Member for the Michigan Environmental Health Association 

(MEHA) 
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1.0 SUMMARY 

 

TriMedia Environmental & Engineering Services, LLC (TriMedia) was retained by Sawyer 

International Airport and Business Center to complete a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment 

(Phase I ESA) of a property located at 603 3rd Street in Gwinn, Michigan (“subject property”). The 

Phase I ESA was conducted in general accordance with American Society for Testing and Materials 

(ASTM) Standard Practice for Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site 

Assessment Process (E1527-13). 

 

After a review of environmental records, site reconnaissance, review of historical data, and select 

interviews, TriMedia found no indication of Recognized Environmental Conditions (RECs) 

associated with the subject property. 

 

 

2.0 INTRODUCTION 

 

2.1 LOCATION AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION  

The subject property is located at 603 3rd Street in Gwinn, Michigan. The subject property 

consists of Building 600 which is 16,276 square feet located northeast of the intersection of 

3rd Street and F Avenue in Gwinn, Michigan. A legal description is contained in Appendix B. 

 

The location of the subject property is presented in Figure 1 and Figure 2, located in 

Appendix A. Please refer to Appendix C for photographs of the subject property and 

surrounding properties.  

 

2.2 PURPOSE 

The purpose of the Phase I ESA was to evaluate the subject property for the presence of 

RECs (as defined by ASTM E1527-13).  This investigative effort was conducted to provide 

the prospective owner with a basis for asserting landowner liability protections and defenses 

(should landowner liability protections and defenses become necessary) under the 

Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 

(CERCLA) (42 U.S.C. et seq.) and applicable state law. 

 

This evaluation was conducted in general accordance with ASTM Standard Practice for 

Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process (E1527-

13).  Performance of this Phase I ESA is intended to reduce, but not eliminate, uncertainty 

regarding environmental matters, while recognizing reasonable limits of time and cost.   

 

The following terms and acronyms may appear in this report: 
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1. Aboveground Storage Tank (AST) – any tank that currently is or has in the past been 

used to contain hazardous substances or petroleum products, and which is located at 

least 90% above surface grade. 

 

2. Activity and Use Limitations (AULs) – legal (institutional controls) or physical 

(engineering controls) restrictions or limitations on the use of, or access to, a site or 

facility: (1) to reduce or eliminate potential exposure to hazardous substances or 

petroleum products in the soil, soil vapor, groundwater, and/or surface water on the 

property, or (2) to prevent activities that could interfere with the effectiveness of a 

response action, in order to ensure maintenance of a condition of no significant risk to 

public health or the environment.  

 

3.  Adjoining Property – any real property or properties the border of which is contiguous or 

partially contiguous with that of the subject property, or that would be contiguous or 

partially contiguous with that of the subject property but for a street, road, or other public 

thoroughfare separating them.     

 

4. Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generator (CESQG) – handler generates, 

transports, stores, or treats one hundred (100) kilograms or less of hazardous waste per 

calendar month and accumulates one thousand (1000) kilograms or less of hazardous 

waste at any time. 

 

5. Controlled Recognized Environmental Condition (CREC) – a recognized environmental 

condition resulting from a past release of hazardous substances or petroleum products 

that has been addressed to the satisfaction of applicable regulatory authority (for 

example, as evidenced by the issuance of a no further action letter or equivalent, or 

meeting risk-based criteria established by regulatory authority), with hazardous 

substances or petroleum products allowed to remain in place subject to the 

implementation of required controls (for example, property use restrictions, activity and 

use limitations, institutional controls, or engineering controls).  A CREC is to be listed in 

the findings section of the Phase I ESA report, and as a REC in the conclusions section 

of the Phase I ESA. 

 

6. De minimis condition – a condition that generally does not present a threat to human 

health or the environment and that generally would not be the subject of an enforcement 

action if brought to the attention of appropriate governmental agencies.  Conditions 

determined to be de minimis conditions are not recognized environmental conditions nor 

controlled recognized environmental conditions. 

 

7. EGLE – Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy, formerly the 

Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) prior to April 22, 2019.   

 



  

 

 
- 3 - 

Phase I ESA 
Building 600, Gwinn, MI   
Project Number 2021-2800 
 

8. Environmental Lien - a charge, security, or encumbrance upon title to a property to 

secure payment of a cost, damage, debt, obligation, or duty arising out of response 

actions, clean-up, or other remediation of hazardous substances or petroleum products 

upon a property, including (but not limited to) liens imposed pursuant to CERCLA 42 

USC 9607(1) & 9607(r) and similar state or local laws. 

9. Fire Insurance Maps - maps produced for private fire insurance companies (i.e., 

Sanborn Maps) that indicate historical uses of properties at specific dates. 

 

10. Hazardous Substance - a substance defined as a hazardous substance pursuant to 

CERCLA 42 USC 9601(14) as interpreted by EPA regulations and the courts. 

 

11. Historical Recognized Environmental Condition (HREC) – a past release of any 

hazardous substances or petroleum products that has occurred in connection with the 

property and has been addressed to the satisfaction of the applicable regulatory 

authority or meeting unrestricted use criteria established by a regulatory authority, 

without subjecting the property to any required controls (for example, property use 

restrictions, activity and use restrictions, institutional controls, or engineering controls).    

 

12. Large Quantity Generator (LQG) – handler generates, transports, stores, or treats over 

one thousand (1000) kilograms of hazardous waste or over one kilogram of acutely 

hazardous waste per calendar month. 

 

13. LUST – an underground storage tank on the State of Michigan list of leaking 

underground storage tank sites. 

 

14. Material Threat – a physically observable or obvious threat which is reasonably likely to 

lead to a release that is threatening and may result in a negative impact to public health 

or the environment. 

 

15. Migrate/migration – for purposes of this practice, “migrate” and “migration” refers to the 

movement of hazardous substance or petroleum products in any form, including, for 

example, solid and liquid at the surface or subsurface, and vapor in the subsurface. 

 

16. PCB - Polychlorinated Biphenyl. 

 

17. Petroleum Products - petroleum, including crude oil or any fraction thereof which is not 

otherwise specifically listed or designated as a hazardous substance under CERCLA 42 

USC, including natural gas, natural gas liquids, and synthetic gas usable for fuel.  

 

18. Physical Setting Sources - sources that provide information about the geologic, 

hydrogeologic, or topographical characteristics of the site. 
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19. Reasonably Ascertainable - information that is (1) publicly available, (2) obtainable from 

a source within reasonable time and cost constraints, and (3) practically reviewable. 

 

20. Recognized Environmental Condition (REC) – the presence or likely presence of any 

hazardous substances or petroleum products in, on, or at a property: (1) due to release 

to the environment; (2) under conditions indicative of a release to the environment; or 

(3) under conditions that pose a material threat of a future release to the environment.  

De minimis conditions are not recognized environmental conditions. 

 

21. Small Quantity Generator (SQG) – handler generates, transports, stores, or treats more 

than one hundred (100) and less than one thousand (1,000) kilograms of hazardous 

waste during any calendar month and accumulates less than six thousand (6,000) 

kilograms of hazardous waste at any time. 

 

22. Underground Storage Tank (UST) - any tank, including underground piping connected 

to the tank, that is or has been used to contain hazardous substances or petroleum 

products and the volume of which is 10% or more beneath surface grade. 

 

23. Vapor Encroachment Condition (VEC) – the presence or likely presence of chemical of 

concern (COC) vapors in the subsurface of the subject property caused by the release 

of vapors from contaminated soil or groundwater either on or near the subject property 

as identified by Tier 1 or Tier 2 procedures outlined in ASTM Standard Guide for Vapor 

Encroachment Screening on Property Involved in Real Estate Transactions (E2600-10).  

 

24. Very Small Quantity Generators (VSQG) (formerly Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity 

Generator (CESQG)) – handler generates, transports, stores, or treats one hundred 

(100) kilograms or less of hazardous waste per calendar month and accumulates one 

thousand (1000) kilograms or less of hazardous waste at any time. 

 

2.3 DETAILED SCOPE OF SERVICES 

This Phase I ESA is based on the scope of services defined in the TriMedia Technical and 

Cost Proposal dated September 26, 2022, and accepted by Mr. Gerald Corkin, Chairperson 

of the Marquette County Board of Commissioners, on October 27, 2022.  The scope of 

services included a site reconnaissance, regulatory and historical records review, interviews 

with individuals knowledgeable about the subject property, and development of this report 

in accordance with ASTM E1527-13, Standard Practice for Environmental Site 

Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process.  

  

The following are not typically part of an ASTM E1527-13 Phase I ESA and were not 

included in the scope of services provided by TriMedia: asbestos and radon sampling, 

groundwater sampling and analysis, mold assessment, lead-based paint inspection and 
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analysis, lead in drinking water analysis, wetland delineation, regulatory compliance 

(includes health and safety), indoor air quality analysis, and Endangered Species Act.  

 

2.4 SIGNIFICANT ASSUMPTIONS 

No significant assumptions were made in this Phase I ESA.  

 

2.5 LIMITATIONS AND EXCEPTIONS 

Other than the usual time and budgetary constraints established by the Technical and Cost 

Proposal accepted by Sawyer International Airport and Business Center for this Phase I 

ESA, and the usual circumstance that not all historical sources listed in the ASTM Standard 

were reasonably ascertainable, no significant limitations were encountered during the 

development of this Phase I ESA.   

 

No warranty, either expressed or implied, can be made that conditions observed at the site 

are representative of all areas of the subject property.  Data collected for this Phase I ESA 

were obtained for the purpose stated and should not be used for reasons other than those 

intended. The conditions reported herein apply only to those specific locations and times at 

which the work was completed.  Conclusions made in this Phase I ESA are based on 

reasonably ascertainable information and data and represent the professional judgment and 

interpretations of TriMedia. 

 

2.6 SPECIAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS  

 No special terms or conditions apply to this report. 

 

2.7 USER RELIANCE  

This Phase I ESA is prepared for the exclusive use and reliance of Sawyer International 

Airport and Business Center.  Use or reliance by any other party is prohibited without the 

written authorization of Sawyer International Airport and Business Center and TriMedia.  

 

Environmental conditions and regulations are continually evolving and are subject to change 

and interpretation.  Do not assume current conditions and/or regulatory positions will remain 

constant.  Furthermore, because the data contained within this Phase I ESA are subject to 

professional interpretation, other professionals may reach differing conclusions. 

 

Continued viability of this report is subject to ASTM E1527-13 Sections 4.6 and 4.7.  If the 

Phase I ESA will be used by a different user (third party) than the user for whom the ESA 

was originally prepared, the third party must also satisfy the user’s responsibilities in Section 

6 of ASTM E1527-13. 
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3.0 USER PROVIDED INFORMATION 

 

Mr. Duane DuRay, Director of Operations/Airport Manager of Sawyer International Airport and 

Business Center, completed the User Questionnaire on November 29, 2022. Mr. DuRay provided 

the following information on the subject property. 

 

3.1 TITLE RECORDS 

A title search and search of judicial records for environmental liens and activity and use 

limitations (AULs) were not provided by Sawyer International Airport. TriMedia assumes the 

client is evaluating this information outside the context of this report. 

 

3.2 ENVIRONMENTAL LIENS OR ACTIVITY AND USE LIMITATIONS 

Mr. DuRay indicated the presence of an environmental liens or AULs in connection with the 

site. Navigational precautions must be adhered to as per Part 77 of the Federal Aviation 

Administration (FAA) regulations.  

 

3.3 SPECIALIZED KNOWLEDGE OR EXPERIENCE 

Mr. DuRay does not have specialized knowledge of the subject property. 

 

3.4 COMMONLY KNOWN OR REASONABLY ASCERTAINABLE INFORMATION 

Mr. DuRay does have knowledge of commonly known or reasonably ascertainable 

information regarding the subject property or adjoining properties. Mr. DuRay reported the 

property was previously used as part of the K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base and various 

hazardous materials may have been stored or used.  He reports that currently the structure 

is in various levels of deterioration and may contain asbestos, lead-based paints, mold, and 

other hazardous materials.  

    

3.5 VALUATION REDUCTION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 

According to Mr. DuRay the structure is believed to contain lead-based paint, asbestos, 

mold, and possibly other hazardous materials. He recommends personal protective 

equipment (PPE) when entering the structure. 

 

3.6 OWNER, PROPERTY MANAGER, AND OCCUPANT INFORMATION 

Mr. DuRay oversees operations of the airport and surrounding properties. The subject 

property is currently vacant. 

 

3.7 REASONS FOR PERFORMING PHASE I ESA 

This Phase I ESA was commissioned by Sawyer International Airport and Business Center 

in connection with demolishing structures on the subject property.   
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4.0 RECORDS REVIEW 

 

4.1 STANDARD ENVIRONMENTAL RECORD SOURCES 

 TriMedia conducted a review of regulatory agency files to determine if the subject property 

and/or adjacent properties are, or were, known sites of environmental contamination. 

Reasonably ascertainable environmental record sources were investigated, and standard 

sources were reviewed by TriMedia.  A summary report of the review, provided by 

Environmental Data Resources, Inc. (EDR) as the EDR Radius MapTM Report with 

GeoCheck® (EDR Radius Map Report), is included in Appendix D: Regulatory 

Documentation. A number of environmental data sources were reviewed, and documented 

sites were found within the ASTM E1527-13 search radius around the subject property.  The 

following data sources were investigated:  

 

Federal Databases 

Database Description 
Radius 

(miles) 
Sites 

NPL 

The NPL is the USEPA’s database of uncontrolled or 

abandoned hazardous waste facilities that have been listed for 

priority remedial actions under the Superfund Program. 

1.0 0 

NPL (Proposed) Proposed National Priority List Sites 1.0 0 

NPL (Delisted) 
The NPL Delisted refers to facilities that have been removed 

from the NPL. 
1.0 0 

NPL LIENS Federal Superfund Liens Site 0 

SEMS 

The Superfund Enterprise Management System (SEMS) 

tracks hazardous waste sites, potentially hazardous waste 

sites, and remedial activities performed in support of EPA’s 

Program across the United States. The list was formerly known 

as CERCLIS, renamed SEMS by the EPA in 2015. The list 

contains data on potentially hazardous waste sites that have 

been reported to the USEPA by states, municipalities, private 

companies, and private persons, pursuant to Section 103 of 

the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, 

and Liability Act (CERCLA).  This dataset also contains sites 

which are either proposed to or on the NPL and site which are 

in the screening and assessment phase for possible inclusion 

on the NPL. 

0.5 0 

SEMS - 

ARCHIVE 

The Superfund Enterprise Management System - Archive 

tracks sites that have no further interest under the Federal 

Superfund Program. The list was formerly known as the 

CERCLIS-NFRAP, renamed by EPA in 2015. Archived sites 

have been removed and archived from the inventory of SEMS 

sites. Archived status indicates that, to the best of EPA’s 

knowledge, assessment at a site has been completed and that 

EPA has determined no further steps will be taken to list the 

site on the NPL. 

0.5 0 
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Database Description 
Radius 

(miles) 
Sites 

RCRA 

CORRACTS/ 

TSD 

The USEPA maintains a database of RCRA facilities 

associated with treatment, storage, and disposal (TSD) of 

hazardous waste that are undergoing “corrective action.”  A 

“corrective action” order is issued when there has been a 

release of hazardous waste or constituents into the 

environment from a RCRA facility. 

1.0 0 

RCRA Non-

CORRACTS/ 

TSD 

The RCRA Non-CORRACTS/TSD Database is a compilation 

by the USEPA of facilities which report storage, transportation, 

treatment, or disposal of hazardous waste.  Unlike the RCRA 

CORRACTS/TSD database, the RCRA Non-CORRACTS/TSD 

database does not include RCRA facilities where corrective 

action is required. 

0.5 0 

RCRA 

Generators 

The RCRA Generators database, maintained by the USEPA, 

lists facilities that generate hazardous waste as part of their 

normal business practices.  Generators are listed as large, 

small, or conditionally exempt.  LQGs produce at least 1000 

kg/month of non-acutely hazardous waste or 1 kg/month of 

acutely hazardous waste.  SQGs produce 100-1000 kg/month 

of non-acutely hazardous waste.  VSQGs are those that 

generate less than 100 kg/month of non-acutely hazardous 

waste. 

0.25 3 

RCRA NonGen / 

NLR 

The RCRA-NonGen database, maintained by the USEPA, lists 

facilities that were previously listed in the RCRA Generators 

database but no longer generate hazardous waste as part of 

their normal business practices (No Longer Regulated).   

0.25 2 

ERNS 

The ERNS is a listing compiled by the USEPA on reported 

releases of petroleum and hazardous substances to the air, soil 

and/or water. 

Subject 

Property 
0 

HMIRS Hazardous Materials Information Reporting System 
Subject 

Property 
0 

IC / EC 

A listing of sites with engineering and/or institutional controls in 

place.  Engineering controls include various forms of caps, 

building foundations, liners, and treatment methods to create 

pathway elimination for regulated substances to enter 

environmental media or effect human health.  Institutional 

controls include administrative measures, such as 

groundwater use restrictions, construction restrictions, 

property use restrictions, and post remediation care 

requirements intended to prevent exposure to contaminants 

remaining on site.  Deed restrictions are generally required as 

part of the institutional controls. 

0.5 0 

DOD Department of Defense Sites 1.0 0 

FUDS Formerly Used Defense Sites 1.0 1 

US 

BROWNFIELDS 
A listing of Brownfield Sites 0.5 3 

CONSENT Superfund (CERCLA) Consent Decrees 1.0 0 

ROD Records of Decision 1.0 0 

UMTRA Uranium Mill Tailings Sites 0.5 0 
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Database Description 
Radius 

(miles) 
Sites 

ODI Open Dump Inventory 0.5 0 

TRIS Toxic Chemical Release Inventory System 
Subject 

Property 
0 

TSCA Toxic Substances Control Act 
Subject 

Property 
0  

FTTS FIFRA/TSCA Tracking System 
Subject 

Property 
0 

SSTS Section 7 Tracking Systems 
Subject 

Property 
0 

ICIS Integrated Compliance Information System 
Subject 

Property 
0 

LUCIS Land Use Control Information System 0.5 0 

RADINFO Radiation Information Database 
Subject 

Property 
0 

CDL Clandestine Drug Labs 
Subject 

Property 
0 

PADS PCB Activity Database System 
Subject 

Property 
0 

MLTS Material Licensing Tracking System 
Subject 

Property 
0 

MINES Mines Master Index File 0.25 0 

ECHO Enforcement and Compliance History Information 
Subject 

Property 
0 

FINDS Facility Index System/Facility Registry System 
Subject 

Property 
0 

RAATS RCRA Administrative Action Tracking System 
Subject 

Property 
0 

2020 COR Action 

The EPA has set ambitious goals for the RCRA Corrective 

Action program by creating the 2020 Corrective Action 

Universe. This RCRA cleanup baseline includes facilities 

expected to need corrective action. 

0.25 0 

 

State Databases 

Database Description 
Radius 

(miles) 
Facilities 

State Hazardous 

Waste 

EGLE maintains a database of state equivalent CERCLIS 

facilities in the State of Michigan. 
1.0 0 

SWF/LF 
EGLE maintains a database of solid waste disposal facilities 

and landfills in the State of Michigan. 
0.5 0 

LUST 
EGLE has compiled a database of Leaking Underground 

Storage Tank in the State of Michigan. 
0.5 6 

UST 
EGLE has compiled a database of registered Underground 

Storage Tanks in the State of Michigan. 
0.25 7 

AST 
EGLE has compiled a database of registered Aboveground 

Storage Tanks in the State of Michigan. 
0.25 4 

BEA 
EGLE maintains a listing of properties in which a Baseline 

Environmental Assessment (BEA) has been conducted.   
0.5 0 
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Database Description 
Radius 

(miles) 
Facilities 

AUL Sites with institutional and/or engineering controls in place.   0.5 1 

AIRS Permit and Emissions Inventory Data 0.001 0 

DRYCLEANERS 
EGLE maintains a list of dry cleaning facilities in the State of 

Michigan.   
0.25 0 

LIENS 
EGLE maintains a list of liens placed on a property due to an 

environmental condition.   

Subject 

Property 
0 

BROWNFIELDS Brownfields Site Location Listing 0.5 0 

SPILLS The State of Michigan maintains a list of spills 
Subject 

Property 
0 

Inventory Inventory of Facilities 0.5 3 

Part 201 
EGLE maintains a database of “facilities” as defined by Part 

201 
1.0 5 

WDS Waste Data System 
Subject 

Property 
0 

 

Tribal Databases 

Database Description 
Radius 

(miles) 
Facilities 

INDIAN 

RESERVE 
Indian Reservations 1.0 0 

INDIAN LUST Leaking Underground Storage Tanks on Indian land 0.5 0 

INDIAN UST 
EGLE has compiled a database of registered Underground 

Storage Tanks on Indian land in the State of Michigan. 
0.25 0 

 

EDR Proprietary Records 

Database Description 
Radius 

(miles) 
Facilities 

Manufactured 

Gas Plants 
EDR Proprietary Manufactured Gas Plants 1.0 0 

Historical Auto 

Stations 
EDR Exclusive Historic Gas Stations 0.25 2 

Historical Dry 

Cleaners 
EDR Exclusive Historic Dry Cleaners 0.25 0 

 

The following table summarizes the site-specific information provided by the database 

and/or gathered by this office for identified facilities. Sites are listed in order of proximity to 

the subject property. Distances of most of the sites were adjusted to field observed and/or 

mapped distances and should be considered approximate. In addition to the cited site-

specific information, EDR provides a generalized approximate groundwater flow direction 

based on surface topography (EDR Radius Map, Groundwater Flow Direction Information). 

According to EDR, the groundwater flow direction to the southwest. Prior professional 

knowledge indicates groundwater flow is locally to the southeast towards Silver Lead Creek. 

Local groundwater depth is estimated to be greater than 60 feet below grade based on static 

water level data obtained from a 2020 Annual Groundwater Report for the United States Air 

Force Civil Engineer Center. 
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Additional discussion for selected sites may follow the summary table. 

 

Listed Sites 

Site Name and Location Estimated Distance/Direction/Gradient Database Listings 

Boreal Aviation Inc. 

530 F Avenue 

Approximately 100 feet / South / Down 

gradient 

WDS, FINDS, ECHO, 

RCRA-VSQG, AST 

Building 603 

F Avenue and 3rd Street 

Approximately 200 feet / Southeast / Side 

gradient 
UST 

Building 610 

308 F Avenue  

Approximately 360 feet / Northeast / Side 

gradient 
UST, LUST 

Building 530 

404 D Avenue 

Approximately 630 feet / Southeast / Side 

gradient 
UST, LUST 

Princeton Cooperative 

502 2nd Street South 

Approximately 720 feet / Southeast / Side 

gradient 
EDR Historical Auto 

RNFL Acquisition LLC 

513 4th Street 

Approximately 730 feet / North-Northeast 

/ Up gradient 
RCRA-VSQG 

Building 534 

3rd Street 

Approximately 750 feet / East-Southeast / 

Side gradient 
LUST 

406 D Avenue 
Approximately 760 feet / East-Southeast / 

Side gradient 

AST, UST, RCRA 

NonGen/NLR 

Building 608 

C Avenue & 4th Street 

Approximately 810 feet / Northeast / Side 

gradient 
UST 

Building 412 

D Avenue 

Approximately 990 feet / South / Down 

gradient 
UST, LUST 

Building 732 

541 9th Street 

Approximately 2,900 feet / North-

Northeast / Up gradient   
FINDS, US Brownfields 

225 Airport Road 
Approximately 3,350 feet / North / Up 

gradient 

PFAS, AUL, WDS, RCRA-

VSQG, FUDS, Inventory, 

Part 201, BEA 
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Subject Property 

The subject property is not listed on the EDR Radius Map™ Report. 

 

Boreal Aviation Inc. 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Boreal Aviation Inc. located at 530 F Avenue on the 

AST, WDS, FINDS, ECHO, and RCRA-VSQG databases. The EPA Facility Index System 

(FINDS) is a central and common inventory of facilities monitored or regulated by the EPA. 

The RCRA-VSQG designation indicates Boreal Aviation, Inc. is a very small quantity 

generator of hazardous waste. The Waste Data System (WDS) tracks activities at sites 

regulated by the Solid Waste, Scrap Tire, Hazardous Waste, and Liquid Industrial Waste 

programs. The WDS entry for Boreal Aviation, Inc. lists two citations. The entries indicate a 

return to compliance less than one month after the violations were recorded. Neither entry 

was listed as a “high priority” in the database. The Enforcement and Compliance History 

Online (ECHO) database listing indicates the generator has active status with no violations 

noted in the previous 12 quarters.  

 

Boreal Aviation, Inc. owns an AST located at 199 F Avenue, downgradient from the subject 

property.  

 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

ATK-102038-15 12,000 Other 07/08/1997 Currently In Use 

 

TriMedia submitted FOIA requests to LARA and EGLE regarding the AST at 199 F Avenue. 

Documentation from LARA confirms the installation of the tank with spill prevention 

measures and secondary containment. Correspondence from EGLE indicated there were 

no files on record regarding the AST or 199 F Avenue address. Given its gradient and 

distance relative to the subject property, Boreal Aviation, Inc. is not considered a REC. 

 

Building 603 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 603 as located at “NE Corner Ave. F & 3rd” 

on the UST database. The Michigan UST database associates two USTs with Building 603 

(Facility ID: 00015269). 

 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-102038-15 1,000 Diesel 07/23/1992 07/14/2010 

UTK-011693-15 1,000 Diesel 04/07/1981 07/07/1992 

 

TriMedia submitted FOIA requests to LARA regarding the USTs associated with Building 

603. Documentation from LARA confirms the clean removal of UTK-011693-15 in 1992 and 

of UTK-102038-15 in 2010. Given the clean closure of the USTs, Building 603 is not 

considered a REC. 
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Building 610 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 610 on the LUST and UST databases. 

Building 610 is located at 308 F Avenue, although addresses for Building 610 are 

inconsistent across database records. Further examination of the Michigan UST database 

indicates records of three USTs associated with Building 610 (Facility ID: 00006515). 

 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-096785-15 2,000 Used Oil 02/05/1957 01/01/1992 

UTK-039452-15 2,000 Used Oil 02/05/1957 01/01/1992 

UTK-096782-15 1,000 Other (Waste JP-4) 02/05/1957 01/01/1992 

 

TriMedia submitted FOIA requests to LARA and EGLE regarding the USTs associated with 

Building 610. Documentation from LARA confirms the removal of the USTs in 1992. A 

release (C-1521-92) was discovered during the removal of the tanks on September 8, 1992. 

A Finding of Suitability to Lease (FOSL) on file with EGLE from 1995 indicates the extent of 

contamination from release had yet to be determined. Given the relative distance and 

gradient of Building 610 from the subject property, Building 610 is unlikely to be a REC. 

  

Building 530 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 530 located at 404 D Avenue on the UST 

and LUST databases. The Michigan UST database associates two USTs with Building 530 

(Facility ID: 00035174).  

 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-000840-15 500 None Listed 01/01/1970 05/26/1994 

UTK-007037-15 1,000 Other (WATER), 

Used Oil 

01/01/1994 12/19/2001 

 

TriMedia submitted a FOIA request to LARA regarding the USTs. Documentation confirms 

the closure of both tanks. When closing UTK-007037-15, a release (C-0068-02) was 

detected and reported February 8, 2002. No additional documentation is on file with EGLE 

or LARA regarding Building 530 or the associated release. Given the relative distance and 

gradient of Building 530 to the subject property, Building 530 is not considered a REC. 

 

Princeton Cooperative 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Princeton Cooperative located at “502 2nd Street 

South” on the EDR Historical Auto database. This database is a private database kept by 

EDR of historic gas stations. The listing for Princeton Cooperative appears to be for an 

address in Princeton, MI. Princeton Cooperative is listed in error on the EDR Radius Map 

Report for the Gwinn area and is not considered a REC.  
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RNFL Acquisition LLC 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed RNFL Acquisition, LLC located at 513 4th Street on 

the RCRA-VSQG database. The ECHO database listing indicates the generator has active 

status with no violations noted in the previous 12 quarters. There was no record of formal 

enforcement in the listing. The WDS entry for RNFL Acquisition, LLC contains operator 

information but otherwise does not list activities, including history of inspections or violations. 

RNFL Acquisition, LLC is not considered a REC. 

 

Building 534 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 534 located on “Third Street” in the LUST 

database. The Michigan UST database associates three USTs with Building 534 (Facility 

ID: 00006518).  

 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-038226-15 4,000 Gasoline 02/05/1957 01/01/1992 

UTK-070771-15 14,000 Diesel 02/05/1957 01/01/1992 

UTK-070780-15 5,000 Gasoline 02/05/1957 01/01/1992 

 

TriMedia submitted a FOIA request to LARA regarding the tanks at Building 534. A release, 

C-1189-92, was confirmed upon removal of the USTs in 1992. Correspondence from EGLE 

indicates remedial activities have occurred, leading to the closure of the LUST site. Given 

the gradient of Building 534 to the subject property and clean closure of the site, Building 

534 is not considered a REC. 

 

406 D Avenue 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed two related entities (Marquette County and Marquette 

County Road Commission) located at 406 D Avenue on the UST, AST, and RCRA 

NonGen/NLR databases. Entities listed in the RCRA NonGen/NLR database do not 

presently generate hazardous waste. 

 

The Michigan UST database indicates records of one UST associated with 406 D Avenue 

(Facility ID: 00039734). The owner on the listing is the Marquette County Road Commission. 

 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-055521-15 12,000 Diesel 08/27/1998 Currently In Use 

 

TriMedia submitted a FOIA request to LARA regarding the tanks at 406 D Avenue. Recent 

inspection documentation indicates approval of the facility. Although violations had been 

noted in the past, there was no documentation indicating a release. Given its gradient 

relative to the subject property, 406 D Avenue is not considered a REC. 
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Building 608 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 608 at “Ave. C 4th” on the UST database. 

The Michigan UST database indicates one UST is associated with Building 608 (Facility ID: 

00006517).  

 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-033052-15 2,000 Other (Waste JP-4) 02/05/1961 05/06/1990 

 

Tank deregistration records from LARA give no indication of spills or releases. Given the 

relative distance and gradient of Building 608 from the subject property, Building 608 is 

unlikely to be a REC. 

 

Building 412 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 412 on D Avenue on the UST and LUST 

databases. However, Building 412 was physically located on F Avenue between Buildings 

421 and 422. The listing uses Building 412 as part of the street address and KI Sawyer AFB 

is listed as the primary name for the facility. Further examination of the Michigan UST 

database indicates records of one UST associated with Building 412 (Facility ID: 00006520). 

 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-091127-15 15,000 Gasoline 02/05/1958 01/01/1992 

 

Documentation from LARA confirms a release (C-0622-89) on October 4,1989 which was 

detected during a failed tank tightness test. A handwritten note on a release form indicates 

some soil was removed. The EDR Radius Map™ Report shows the release was closed on 

January 1, 1993, although no documentation from LARA confirming the closure was 

available. Electronic correspondence from EGLE indicated no records were on file regarding 

Building 412 or C-0622-89. Given the relative distance and downgradient position of Building 

412 to the subject property, Building 412 is not considered a REC. 

 

Building 732 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 732 located at 541 9th Street on the US 

Brownfields and FINDS databases. Building 732 was listed in the Brownfield database 

(ACRES ID: 236203). The entry indicated assessments were conducted in 2013 and 2018. 

According to the entry, “no asbestos-containing building materials were found during the 

asbestos survey.” No additional hazardous materials are indicated in the entry. Building 732 

is not considered a REC.   

 

225 Airport Road 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed the US Transportation Security Administration (TSA) 

located at 225 Airport Road on the PFAS, RCRA-VSQG, AUL, and WDS databases. The 

WDS entry for TSA contains operator information, but otherwise does not list activities, 

including any history of inspections or violations. The PFAS listing refers to the chemicals 
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per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) which are a class of compounds not currently 

in scope for Phase I ESAs. A land use restriction is detailed in a declaration of restrictive 

covenants, which primarily restricts the use of groundwater. Land upgradient to the subject 

property in the declaration of restrictive covenants, designated as FT-07, is located north of 

the domestic airport terminal. 

 

At the same address, K.I. Sawyer Airforce Base is listed on the FUDS, Inventory, Part 201, 

and BEA databases. The Federal Used Defense Sits (FUDS) listing showed a preliminary 

assessment had been performed at K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base and no projects were 

planned for that location. The Remediation Information Data Exchange (RIDE), operated by 

EGLE Remediation and Redevelopment Division, has an entry for K.I. Sawyer Airport. The 

entry lists multiple contaminants impacting the location including petroleum volatile and semi 

volatile organic compounds, chlorinated volatile and semi volatile organic compounds, and 

elements, metals, or other inorganics. The BEA entry indicates a Baseline Environmental 

Assessment was performed to document existing contamination. Two BEAs are on file for 

225 Airport Road, however, electronic mail correspondence from the EGLE Remediation 

and Redevelopment Division indicates that file information has been misplaced and is 

unavailable.  

 

Documentation regarding long term groundwater monitoring, obtained through EGLE, 

indicates multiple areas impacted by contamination throughout the former Air Force Base. 

The site designated “K.I. Sawyer AFB – SS-17” shows a soil use restriction under the 

operations apron at Sawyer International Airport and a groundwater use restriction 

extending from the operations apron east beyond Kelly Johnson Memorial Highway. The 

groundwater use restriction remains active due to contaminant levels. Ongoing groundwater 

monitoring indicates the contamination plume has decreased in size over several years. 

Given the decreasing size of the plume, the ongoing groundwater monitoring activities, and 

relative distance of the contamination plume from the subject property, this is not considered 

a REC. 

 

Other Sites 

The remaining sites listed on the EDR Radius Map™ Report do not represent environmental 

concerns to the subject property based upon regulatory status, presumed groundwater flow 

direction, and/or relative distance from the subject property. 

   

Please refer to Appendix D for a copy of the EDR Radius Map Report.    

 

4.2 ADDITIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL RECORD SOURCES 

TriMedia submitted a FOIA request to the FOIA Coordinator for EGLE located in Lansing, 

Michigan for file information for the subject property. Electronic mail correspondence from 

the EGLE Remediation and Redevelopment Division indicates that file information for the 



  

 

 
- 17 - 

Phase I ESA 
Building 600, Gwinn, MI   
Project Number 2021-2800 
 

subject property relates to PFAS investigations. PFAS is outside the scope of Phase I ESAs; 

as such, this documentation is not included in this report. 

 

4.3 PHYSICAL SETTING SOURCES 

TriMedia used a United States Geological Survey (USGS) Topographic Map and EDR’s 

GeoCheck® option to obtain information regarding the subject property’s physical setting 

(i.e., soils, geology, hydrology, etc.).  A discussion of the physical setting features is included 

in Section 5.2.4.  

 

4.4 HISTORICAL USE INFORMATION ON THE PROPERTY 

TriMedia reviewed standard historical sources, as identified in E1527-13, to identify potential 

RECs associated with historical use of the property.  TriMedia subcontracted EDR to provide 

the following standard historical sources: 

 

4.4.1 Historical Aerial Photographs 

The EDR Aerial Photo Decade Package provided TriMedia with historical aerial photographs 

from 1939, 1951, 1964, 1975, 1981, 1993, 1998, 2006, 2009, 2012, and 2016. Selected 

photographs are summarized below. 

 
Historical Aerial Photographs 

Direction Description 

Subject Property 

No structures are visible on the subject property in the photographs from 1939 

through 1951. In the 1964 photograph, the subject property is visible. The footprint 

of the subject property remains unchanged between the 1964 and 2016 aerial 

photographs.  

North 

North of the subject property, the land appears undeveloped and vegetated from 

the 1939 through 1951 aerial photographs. In photographs from 1975 through 1998, 

land north of the subject property contains a parking lot and small buildings. Aerial 

photographs from 2006 through 2016 show lands to the northwest with long storage 

buildings, possibly serving as hangers for small planes.  

East 

East of the subject property, the land appears undeveloped and vegetated from the 

1939 through 1951 aerial photographs. A building is visible east of the subject 

property in the 1964 aerial photograph. The footprint of the property northeast of 

the subject property remains unchanged between the 1964 and 2016 aerial 

photographs. 

South 

Lands south of the subject property appear undeveloped in the photographs from 

1939 through 1951. In the 1964 photograph, structures are apparent south of the 

subject property. The footprint of the adjacent property south of the subject property 

remains unchanged between the 1964 and 2016 aerial photographs. 

West 

Lands west of the subject property appear undeveloped in the photographs from 

1939 through 1951. In the 1964 photograph, runways west of the subject property 

are visible. The footprint of the property to the west remains unchanged between 

the 1964 and 2016 aerial photographs. 
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4.4.2 Historical Topographic Maps 

The EDR Historical Topographic Map Report provided TriMedia with historical USGS 

topographic maps from 1932, 1952, 1975, 1985, 2014, 2017, and 2019.  Note that the 2014, 

2017 and 2019 maps only depict topography, roads and streets, and land cover.   

 

Historical Topographic Maps 

Direction Description 

Subject Property 

The subject property appears undeveloped from the earliest map from 1932. In the 

1975 map, the subject property is depicted. The subject property appears 

developed in the topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

North 

The lands north of the subject property appear undeveloped from the 1932 through 

the 1952 topographic maps. In the 1975 map, a building to the north of the subject 

property is visible. Property north of the subject property appears developed in the 

topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

East 

The lands east of the subject property appear undeveloped from the 1932 through 

the 1952 topographic maps. In the 1975 map, a building is present east of the 

subject property. Property east of the subject property appears developed in the 

topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

South 

The lands south of the subject property appear undeveloped from the 1932 through 

the 1952 topographic maps. In the 1975 map, buildings to the south of the subject 

property across 3rd Street are apparent. Land south of the subject property appears 

developed in the topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

West 

The land west of the subject property appears undeveloped from the 1932 through 

the 1952 topographic maps. In the 1975 map, runways are depicted west of the 

subject property. Land west of the subject property appears developed in the 

topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

 

4.4.3 Historical City Directories 

The EDR City Directory Abstract provided TriMedia with historical business directory (Polk’s 

City Directory) listings for the subject property’s address or addresses in proximity to the 

subject property.  Listings (if listed) were provided from 1992 to 2017 at approximate five-

year intervals.  The following table highlights findings, please refer to Appendix E for a full 

listing of addresses. 

 

Historical City Directories 

Direction Description 

Subject Property No records for the subject property were included in the City Directory. 

North No records north of the subject property were included in the City Directory. 

East No records east of the subject property were included in the City Directory. 

South 
308 Avenue F: Ramrod Industries (2000). 

401 Avenue F: Boreal Aviation Inc. (2005-2017). 

West No records west of the subject property were included in the City Directory. 
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4.4.4 Historical Fire Insurance Maps 

Historical fire insurance maps (Sanborn Maps) were requested from EDR to evaluate past 

uses of the subject property and surrounding properties. Based on the request, EDR 

indicated Sanborn Maps were not available for the subject property and surrounding area.  

 

4.5 HISTORICAL USE INFORMATION ON SUBJECT PROPERTY 

Based on the previously described environmental records and historical sources, the current 

structure on the subject property first appeared in 1956 to house the Fire Department on 

K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. Since the closure of the air force base in 1995, the building was 

used as the airport’s maintenance facility and fire station from 1998 to 2006, when the new 

maintenance and fire station was constructed. Over the years, Boreal Aviation, Inc., 

SkyWest, and the local Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA) chapter have used limited 

parts of the building. 

 

Please refer to Appendix E for copies of the aerial photographs, topographic maps, and City 

Directories.  

 

4.6 HISTORICAL USE INFORMATION ON ADJOINING PROPERTIES 

Based on the previously described environmental records and historical sources, the area 

surrounding the subject property was generally developed concurrently or following the 

subject property. Building 601, the photo lab east of the subject property, was built in 1958. 

Buildings 611 and 621, north of the subject property, were built in 1974 and 1987, 

respectively. Building 611 was the security police building. Building 621 served as a vehicle 

parking shed. to serve as the wing headquarters. Adjacent to the south of the subject 

property is Building 427. Building 427 was constructed in 1956 and housed base operations. 

West of the subject property are airport runways. 

 

4.7 RECORDS REVIEW SUMMARY 

Based on a review of historical information, the subject property was developed in 1956 for 

the Fire Department at K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. Since the closure of the air force base 

in 1995, the building has been vacant. Other sections of the former air force base were 

developed at the same time or following the construction of the subject property. 

 

 

5.0 SITE RECONNAISSANCE 

 

5.1 METHODOLOGY AND LIMITING CONDITIONS 

TriMedia, represented by Mr. Lance Lindberg, Senior Scientist, conducted a site 

reconnaissance of the subject property on November 4, 2022. Weather conditions at the 

time of site reconnaissance were overcast with a temperature of approximately 37 degrees 

Fahrenheit (°F). 
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The site reconnaissance included the following:  

 

 Observation of the subject property, the subject property interior areas, and adjacent 

properties for indications of RECs; 

 

 Visual and physical observation of the periphery of the subject property and structures 

made by walking the perimeter of the subject property, and crisscrossing the site to 

identify points of interest; 

 

 Observation of, surrounding properties, and, 

 

 Interviews with individuals, as available, familiar with the subject property’s history and 

potential environmental liabilities. 

 

5.2 GENERAL SITE SETTING 

 

5.2.1 Current Uses of the Subject Property 

The subject property is currently vacant.  

 

5.2.2 Past Uses of the Subject Property  

Based on historical sources, the subject property was built in 1956 as a Fire Department for 

K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. Since the closure of the former air force base in 1995 the 

building was used as airport’s maintenance facility and fire station from 1998 to 2006, when 

the new maintenance and fire station was constructed. Over the years, Boreal Aviation, Inc., 

SkyWest, and the local EAA chapter have used limited parts of the building. 

 

5.2.3 Current and Past Uses of Surrounding Properties 

Based on the review of previously described environmental records and historical sources, 

and the completion of site reconnaissance activities, the area surrounding the subject 

property was generally developed concurrently or following the construction of the subject 

property in 1961. The official opening of K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base occurred on May 8, 

1959. Building 601, the photo lab east of the subject property, was built in 1958. Buildings 

611 and 621, north of the subject property, were built in 1974 and 1987, respectively. 

Building 611 was the security police building. Building 621 served as a vehicle parking shed. 

to serve as the wing headquarters. Adjacent to the south of the subject property is Building 

427. Building 427 was constructed in 1956 and housed base operations. West of the subject 

property are airport runways. 

 

5.2.4 Geologic, Hydrogeologic, and Topographic Conditions 

The subject property is situated approximately 1,185 feet above mean sea level. The 

surrounding area topography is relatively flat, generally sloping to the south. The geology of 

the area consists of Cambrian stratified rock. The naturally occurring soil type on the subject 
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property is Udipsamments, characterized as well drained to excessively drained sands and 

gravels. Local groundwater flow is estimated to be to the southeast in the direction of Silver 

Lead Creek. Silver Lead Creek is located approximately 3,850 feet from the subject property. 

 

5.2.5 General Description of Structures 

The subject property contains the former Fire Department for the air force base. The building 

is 16,276 square feet and is constructed of concrete block, wood and metal with a slab on 

grade foundation. The building is currently used by Boreal Aviation for vehicle and 

equipment storage. A concrete storage shed is located on the east side of Building 600. The 

shed contained office equipment. 

 

5.2.6 Roads and Utilities 

The subject property is located northwest of the intersection of F Avenue and 3rd Street. 

Utilities available to the subject property consist of gas, electrical, cable/internet, and 

telephone service.  A municipal water supply and wastewater treatment facilities serve the 

subject property.  

 

5.3 SITE OBSERVATIONS 

The following table summarizes site observations and interviews. Affirmative responses 

(designated by an “X”) are discussed in more detail following the table.  Photographs of select 

items observed at the subject property are included in Appendix C. 

 

Site Features 

Category Item or Feature Observed 

Site Operations, 
Processes, and 

Equipment 

Emergency generators  

Elevators  

Air compressors  

Hydraulic lifts  

Dry cleaning  

Photo processing  

Laboratory hoods and/or incinerators  

Waste treatment systems and/or water treatment systems  

Heating and/or cooling systems X 

Other processes or equipment  

Aboveground 
Chemical or Waste 

Storage 

Aboveground storage tanks  

Drums, barrels and/or containers  5 gallons X 

SDS  

Underground 
Chemical or Waste 

Storage, Drainage or 
Collection Systems 

Underground storage tanks or ancillary UST equipment  

Sumps, cisterns, catch basins and/or dry wells  

Grease traps  

Septic tanks and/or leach fields  

Oil/water separators  

Pipeline markers  

Interior floor drains X 
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Category Item or Feature Observed 

Electrical 
Transformers/ PCBs 

Pad or pole mounted transformers and/or capacitors X 

Other equipment  

Releases or Potential 
Releases 

Stressed vegetation  

Stained soil   

Stained pavement or similar surface  

Leachate and/or waste seeps  

Trash, debris and/or other waste materials  

Dumping or disposal areas  

Construction/demolition debris and/or dumped fill dirt  

Surface water discoloration, odor, sheen, and/or free-floating 

product 
 

Strong, pungent, or noxious odors   

Exterior pipe discharges and/or other effluent discharges  

Other Notable Site 
Features 

Surface water bodies  

Quarries or pits  

Wells  

 

Site Operations, Processes, and Equipment 

 

Heating and/or Cooling Systems 

The building is heated using a natural gas furnace and the air conditioning units are believed 

to be on the roof. No environmental concerns were noted with the heating and cooling 

systems.  

 

Aboveground Chemical or Waste Storage 

 

Drums, Barrels and/or Containers  5 Gallons 

Two empty 55-gallons drums formerly containing anti-freeze were observed in the south 

garage bay. Numerous 275-gallon polyethylene totes which contained deicing liquid are 

located in the north garage bays. Five of the totes have deicing liquid remaining. The drums 

and totes are in condition with no signs of leaks or spills. TriMedia understands the 

containers are Boreal Aviation’s responsibility and will be used and/or removed prior to 

demolition activities. 
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Underground Chemical or Waste Storage, Drainage or Collection Systems 

 

Interior Floor Drains 

Floor drains are located in the men’s and women’s bathrooms, janitorial closets and garages 

within the building. The floor drains are connected to the wastewater treatment system 

located on the former air force base.  

 

Electrical Transformers/ PCBs 

 

Pad or pole mounted transformers and/or capacitors 

Nearby electrical transmission lines have poles with three pole-mounted transformers 

present adjacent to Building 600. No leaks or spills were evident around or on the ground 

surface of these transformers. 

 

Other Notable Site Features 

 

 Wells 

A monitoring well is located in the driveway on the east side of Building 600. The monitoring 

well is part of PFAS investigations. As PFAS is outside the scope of Phase I ESAs, this is 

not considered a REC to the subject property. 

 

5.4 SITE RECONNAISSANCE SUMMARY  

The site reconnaissance was conducted on November 4, 2022. The site reconnaissance 

identified heating and cooling systems, drums and totes, pole mounted transformers, interior 

floor drains and a well on the subject property.  

 

 

6.0 INTERVIEWS 

 

6.1 INTERVIEW WITH OWNER 

TriMedia interviewed Mr. Duane DuRay, Director of Operations at Sawyer International 

Airport and Business Center. He became the manager of the airport in 2012 and assumed 

the role of Director of Operations in 2019. Mr. DuRay indicated the subject property is 

believed to contain lead-based paint, asbestos, mold, and possibly other hazardous 

materials. He recommended the use of PPE when entering the structure. 

 

6.2 INTERVIEW WITH SITE MANAGER 

TriMedia interviewed Mr. Duane DuRay, as noted.  

 

6.3 INTERVIEW WITH OCCUPANTS 

TriMedia interviewed Mr. Duane DuRay, as noted. 
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6.4 INTERVIEWS WITH LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 

TriMedia completed a FOIA request Marquette County Health Department for environmental 

records (i.e., spills, releases, fires) regarding the subject property. The Marquette County 

Health Department indicated that there were no records on file associated with the subject 

property. TriMedia interviewed Mr. Ron Lauren, an officer of Forsyth Township Fire 

Department and Clerk for Forsyth Township. Mr. Lauren indicated no knowledge of fire at 

the subject property since the closure of the air force base in 1995. Records prior to base 

closure were unavailable. 

 

6.5 INTERVIEWS WITH OTHERS 

TriMedia did not interview others regarding the subject property.   

 

 

7.0 FINDINGS 

 

After a review of environmental records, site reconnaissance, review of historical data, and select 

interviews, TriMedia found no indications of Recognized Environmental Conditions (RECs) 

associated with the subject property.   

 

 

8.0 OPINION 

 

Based on reasonably ascertainable information compiled by TriMedia, as well as information and 

data provided by other select individuals and/or agencies during the completion of this Phase I ESA, 

it is our professional opinion the results of the Phase I ESA have not revealed evidence suggesting 

the presence of current environmental concerns regarding the subject property.  Further quantitative 

environmental investigations (i.e., Limited Phase II ESA) are not recommended for the subject 

property.  

 

 

9.0 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

TriMedia has performed a Phase I ESA in conformance with the scope and limitations of ASTM 

Practice E1527-13 for property located at 603 3rd Street in Gwinn, Michigan.  Any exceptions to, or 

deletions from, this practice are described in Section 10.0 of this report.  This assessment has 

revealed no evidence of RECs in connection with the subject property.  Based on the results of the 

Phase I ESA, TriMedia does not recommend further environmental investigations to assess the 

presence of impacts that may be present at the subject property. 
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10.0 DEVIATIONS 
 

TriMedia has performed this Phase I ESA in conformance with the scope and limitations of ASTM 

Practice E1527-13.  TriMedia relied on the information and data provided by other organizations 

specifically denoted herein. TriMedia used its education, experience, and professional judgment to 

conduct this Phase I ESA.   

 

 

11.0 ADDITIONAL SERVICES  

 

No additional services were included as part of this Phase I ESA.  
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12.0 REFERENCES 

 
  

Name of Data Source 
Date of Initial 

Inquiry 

Date of Most 
Recently 
Provided 

Information 

Supporting 
Documentation 

Duane DuRay 
Director of Operations 
Sawyer International Airport and 
Business Center 
125 G Avenue 
Gwinn, Michigan 49841 
(906) 346-3308 

November 22, 2022 November 29, 2022 User Questionnaire, 
interview information as 
noted in this report 

Marquette County Health Department 
Environmental Health 
184 U.S. 41 East 
Marquette, Michigan 49855 
(906) 475-4195 
ehadmin@mqtco.org 

November 23, 2022 December 7, 2022 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

EGLE – FOIA Coordinator 
Department of Environmental, Great 
Lakes, and Energy 
P.O. Box 30473 
Lansing, MI 48909-7973 
800-662-9278                                        
EGLE-FOIA@michigan.gov 

November 22, 2022 January 10, 2023 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

LARA – FOIA Coordinator  
Department of Licensing and  
Regulatory Affairs  
Ottawa Building  
611 W. Ottawa  
P.O. Box 30004  
Lansing, MI 48909-7973  
517-335-3327  
LARAFOIAInfo@michigan.gov 

November 25, 2022 December 21, 2022 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

Ron Lauren - Officer 

Forsyth Township Fire Department 

186 West Flint Street 

Gwinn, Michigan 49841 

(906) 346-9217 

December 5, 2022 January 5, 2023 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

Environmental Data Resources Inc. 
6 Armstrong Road, 4th Floor 
Shelton, CT 06484 
1-800-352-6802 

November 7, 2022 November 8, 2022 Sanborn maps, topographic 
maps, environmental 
database records, aerial 
photographs 
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13.0  SIGNATURES OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONALS 

We declare that, to the best of our professional knowledge and belief, we meet the definition of 

Environmental Professional as defined in §312.10 of 40 CFR 312.  We have specific qualifications 

based on education, training, and experience to assess a property.  We have developed and 

performed all appropriate inquiries in conformance with the standards and practices set forth in 40 

CFR Part 312. 

2/7/2023 

Lance Lindberg  Date 

Project Manager / Senior Scientist 

2/7/2023 

Helen Amiri Date 

Staff Engineer 

2/7/2023 

Ryan J. Whaley Date 

Environmental Manager 
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14.0 QUALIFICATIONS OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONALS 

 

Lance Lindberg 

Project Manager/Senior Scientist 

llindberg@trimediaee.com 
 

Summary of Professional Experience 

Mr. Lindberg is an environmental scientist with over 30 years of experience with a strong 

background in environmental due diligence. His areas of specialty include Phase I/II environmental 

site assessments and baseline environmental assessments; asbestos surveys and lead-based 

paint inspections, CERCLA and RCRA facility investigations; and soil and groundwater 

contamination and remediation. Mr. Lindberg has conducted site investigations and closures 

associated with Part 201 of Michigan’s Public Act 451 and underground storage tank (UST) 

regulations of Michigan’s Part 213 of Public Act 451. Mr. Lindberg’s experience also includes direct 

involvement with on-site activities associated with environmental investigation and remediation 

projects.  

 

Mr. Lindberg is responsible for project management, regulatory and client contact, evaluation and 

assessment of contaminated sites, field activities and preparation of reports. He has coordinated 

and conducted environmental investigations, groundwater monitoring, free product monitoring and 

removal, soil disposal, and remediation system installation and operation. He has conducted site 

inspections to meet the requirements of SWPPs, SPCCs and PIPPs at industrial sites. Mr. Lindberg 

is also experienced in preparing bid specifications, work plans, supervising field operations and 

remediation activities, coordinating and conducting sampling activities and permitting. He has 

coordinated the sampling and disposal/recycling of nonhazardous and hazardous materials for 

clients. 

 

Certifications 

 Licensed Asbestos Inspector, State of Michigan (A35442) 

 OSHA 40-Hour Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response 

 Mine Safety and Health Administration 24-Hour Training 

 State of Michigan Storm Water Management Operator - Construction Site (C-12598) 

 State of Michigan Storm Water Management Operator - Industrial Site (I-08446) 

 American Red Cross First Aid and CPR 

 

Education 

 B.S. – Industrial Technology, Northern Michigan University, Marquette, Michigan  

 
 Professional Affiliations 

 Marquette County Brownfield Redevelopment Authority Board Member, 2010 to Present 
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Helen Amiri, EIT 

Staff Engineer 

hamiri@trimediaee.com 
 

Summary of Professional Experience 

Ms. Helen Amiri is an environmental engineer with an educational background centered on practical 

application. As part of her master’s program, she served in the South Pacific as a Peace Corps 

Water and Sanitation Hygiene Specialist, working with rural island communities, government 

agencies, and international nongovernmental organizations to improve water and sanitation 

infrastructure.  

 

Ms. Amiri has experience which includes consulting with industry for stormwater compliance, 

wastewater treatment and hazardous material disposal. She has experience writing Phase I 

Environmental Site Assessments and has assisted with air quality compliance reporting. She has 

written environmental baselines to establish conservation easements and has experience 

performing conservation compliance monitoring. 

 
Ms. Amiri has years of experience in drilling environments, supporting domestic well water and 

geotechnical drilling teams in isolated settings. Prior to joining TriMedia, she was co-owner of a 

drilling company in Vanuatu, where she coordinated with diverse teams on a variety of development 

projects. 

 

Certifications 

 E.I.T., State of Michigan 

 OSHA 40-Hour Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response 

 Mine Safety and Health Administration 24-Hour Training 

 State of Michigan Storm Water Operator – Construction Sites (#23518) 

 State of Michigan Storm Water Operator – Industrial Sites (#18931)  

 American Heart Association CPR and First Aid 

 

Education 

 M.S. – Environmental Engineering, Michigan Technological University, Houghton, 

Michigan. 

 Graduate Certificate – Sustainable Water Resource Systems, Michigan Technological 

University, Houghton, Michigan. 

 M.A. (Hons.) – International Relations and Film Studies, University of St. Andrews, St. 

Andrews, United Kingdom. 

 
 Professional Affiliations 

 Marquette County Solid Waste Management Authority Board Member, 2022 to Present 
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Ryan Whaley, CHMM, REHS 

Environmental Manager 

rwhaley@trimediaee.com 
 

Summary of Professional Experience   

Mr. Whaley lends his expertise on projects involving subsurface soil and water characterization, 

environmental site assessments, and regulatory compliance.  

 

Mr. Whaley has considerable experience in the environmental and regulatory compliance industry.  

Areas of expertise include underground storage tank management, site characterization and 

investigation, remediation, environmental monitoring and permitting, waste management, 

brownfield redevelopment, environmental drilling and the investigation and cleanup of accidental 

spills. 

 

Additionally, Mr. Whaley supports client communication through development of written reports and 

correspondence, dissemination and compilation of technical data, project planning and scheduling, 

and familiarity with environmental regulations.   

 

Mr. Whaley completed his Bachelor of Science degree from Ball State University in Natural 

Resources and Environmental Management with an emphasis on Land Management. 

 

Certifications 

 CHMM – Certified Hazardous Material Manager – Institute of Hazardous Materials 

Managers (IHMM) 

 REHS/RS – Registered Environmental Health Specialist/Registered Sanitarian - National 

Environmental Health Association (NEHA) 

 OSHA 40-Hour Hazardous Waste Operation and Emergency Response 

 

Education 

 BS – Natural Resources and Environmental Management, Ball State University, Muncie, 

Indiana 

 

 Professional Affiliations 

 National Ground Water Association 
 Certified Hazardous Materials Managers of Michigan 
 Former Executive Board Member for the Michigan Environmental Health Association 

(MEHA) 
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1.0 SUMMARY 

 

TriMedia Environmental & Engineering Services, LLC (TriMedia) was retained by Sawyer 

International Airport and Business Center to complete a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment 

(Phase I ESA) of a property located at 551 3rd Street in Gwinn, Michigan (“subject property”). The 

Phase I ESA was conducted in general accordance with American Society for Testing and Materials 

(ASTM) Standard Practice for Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site 

Assessment Process (E1527-13). 

 

After a review of environmental records, site reconnaissance, review of historical data, and select 

interviews, TriMedia found no indication of Recognized Environmental Conditions (RECs) 

associated with the subject property. 

 

 

2.0 INTRODUCTION 

 

2.1 LOCATION AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION  

The subject property is located at 551 3rd Street in Gwinn, Michigan. The subject property 

consists of Building 601 which is 4,936 square feet located northeast of the intersection of 

3rd Street and F Avenue in Gwinn, Michigan. A legal description is contained in Appendix B. 

 

The location of the subject property is presented in Figure 1 and Figure 2, located in 

Appendix A. Please refer to Appendix C for photographs of the subject property and 

surrounding properties.  

 

2.2 PURPOSE 

The purpose of the Phase I ESA was to evaluate the subject property for the presence of 

RECs (as defined by ASTM E1527-13).  This investigative effort was conducted to provide 

the prospective owner with a basis for asserting landowner liability protections and defenses 

(should landowner liability protections and defenses become necessary) under the 

Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 

(CERCLA) (42 U.S.C. et seq.) and applicable state law. 

 

This evaluation was conducted in general accordance with ASTM Standard Practice for 

Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process (E1527-

13).  Performance of this Phase I ESA is intended to reduce, but not eliminate, uncertainty 

regarding environmental matters, while recognizing reasonable limits of time and cost.   

 

The following terms and acronyms may appear in this report: 
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1. Aboveground Storage Tank (AST) – any tank that currently is or has in the past been 

used to contain hazardous substances or petroleum products, and which is located at 

least 90% above surface grade. 

 

2. Activity and Use Limitations (AULs) – legal (institutional controls) or physical 

(engineering controls) restrictions or limitations on the use of, or access to, a site or 

facility: (1) to reduce or eliminate potential exposure to hazardous substances or 

petroleum products in the soil, soil vapor, groundwater, and/or surface water on the 

property, or (2) to prevent activities that could interfere with the effectiveness of a 

response action, in order to ensure maintenance of a condition of no significant risk to 

public health or the environment.  

 

3.  Adjoining Property – any real property or properties the border of which is contiguous or 

partially contiguous with that of the subject property, or that would be contiguous or 

partially contiguous with that of the subject property but for a street, road, or other public 

thoroughfare separating them.     

 

4. Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generator (CESQG) – handler generates, 

transports, stores, or treats one hundred (100) kilograms or less of hazardous waste per 

calendar month and accumulates one thousand (1000) kilograms or less of hazardous 

waste at any time. 

 

5. Controlled Recognized Environmental Condition (CREC) – a recognized environmental 

condition resulting from a past release of hazardous substances or petroleum products 

that has been addressed to the satisfaction of applicable regulatory authority (for 

example, as evidenced by the issuance of a no further action letter or equivalent, or 

meeting risk-based criteria established by regulatory authority), with hazardous 

substances or petroleum products allowed to remain in place subject to the 

implementation of required controls (for example, property use restrictions, activity and 

use limitations, institutional controls, or engineering controls).  A CREC is to be listed in 

the findings section of the Phase I ESA report, and as a REC in the conclusions section 

of the Phase I ESA. 

 

6. De minimis condition – a condition that generally does not present a threat to human 

health or the environment and that generally would not be the subject of an enforcement 

action if brought to the attention of appropriate governmental agencies.  Conditions 

determined to be de minimis conditions are not recognized environmental conditions nor 

controlled recognized environmental conditions. 

 

7. EGLE – Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy, formerly the 

Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) prior to April 22, 2019.   
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8. Environmental Lien - a charge, security, or encumbrance upon title to a property to 

secure payment of a cost, damage, debt, obligation, or duty arising out of response 

actions, clean-up, or other remediation of hazardous substances or petroleum products 

upon a property, including (but not limited to) liens imposed pursuant to CERCLA 42 

USC 9607(1) & 9607(r) and similar state or local laws. 

 

9. Fire Insurance Maps - maps produced for private fire insurance companies (i.e., 

Sanborn Maps) that indicate historical uses of properties at specific dates. 

 

10. Hazardous Substance - a substance defined as a hazardous substance pursuant to 

CERCLA 42 USC 9601(14) as interpreted by EPA regulations and the courts. 

 

11. Historical Recognized Environmental Condition (HREC) – a past release of any 

hazardous substances or petroleum products that has occurred in connection with the 

property and has been addressed to the satisfaction of the applicable regulatory 

authority or meeting unrestricted use criteria established by a regulatory authority, 

without subjecting the property to any required controls (for example, property use 

restrictions, activity and use restrictions, institutional controls, or engineering controls).    

 

12. Large Quantity Generator (LQG) – handler generates, transports, stores, or treats over 

one thousand (1000) kilograms of hazardous waste or over one kilogram of acutely 

hazardous waste per calendar month. 

 

13. LUST – an underground storage tank on the State of Michigan list of leaking 

underground storage tank sites. 

 

14. Material Threat – a physically observable or obvious threat which is reasonably likely to 

lead to a release that is threatening and may result in a negative impact to public health 

or the environment. 

 

15. Migrate/migration – for purposes of this practice, “migrate” and “migration” refers to the 

movement of hazardous substance or petroleum products in any form, including, for 

example, solid and liquid at the surface or subsurface, and vapor in the subsurface. 

 

16. PCB - Polychlorinated Biphenyl. 

 

17. Petroleum Products - petroleum, including crude oil or any fraction thereof which is not 

otherwise specifically listed or designated as a hazardous substance under CERCLA 42 

USC, including natural gas, natural gas liquids, and synthetic gas usable for fuel.  

 

18. Physical Setting Sources - sources that provide information about the geologic, 

hydrogeologic, or topographical characteristics of the site. 
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19. Reasonably Ascertainable - information that is (1) publicly available, (2) obtainable from 

a source within reasonable time and cost constraints, and (3) practically reviewable. 

 

20. Recognized Environmental Condition (REC) – the presence or likely presence of any 

hazardous substances or petroleum products in, on, or at a property: (1) due to release 

to the environment; (2) under conditions indicative of a release to the environment; or 

(3) under conditions that pose a material threat of a future release to the environment.  

De minimis conditions are not recognized environmental conditions. 

 

21. Small Quantity Generator (SQG) – handler generates, transports, stores, or treats more 

than one hundred (100) and less than one thousand (1,000) kilograms of hazardous 

waste during any calendar month and accumulates less than six thousand (6,000) 

kilograms of hazardous waste at any time. 

 

22. Underground Storage Tank (UST) - any tank, including underground piping connected 

to the tank, that is or has been used to contain hazardous substances or petroleum 

products and the volume of which is 10% or more beneath surface grade. 

 

23. Vapor Encroachment Condition (VEC) – the presence or likely presence of chemical of 

concern (COC) vapors in the subsurface of the subject property caused by the release 

of vapors from contaminated soil or groundwater either on or near the subject property 

as identified by Tier 1 or Tier 2 procedures outlined in ASTM Standard Guide for Vapor 

Encroachment Screening on Property Involved in Real Estate Transactions (E2600-10).  

 

24. Very Small Quantity Generators (VSQG) (formerly Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity 

Generator (CESQG)) – handler generates, transports, stores, or treats one hundred 

(100) kilograms or less of hazardous waste per calendar month and accumulates one 

thousand (1000) kilograms or less of hazardous waste at any time. 

 

2.3 DETAILED SCOPE OF SERVICES 

This Phase I ESA is based on the scope of services defined in the TriMedia Technical and 

Cost Proposal dated September 26, 2022, and accepted by Mr. Gerald Corkin, Chairperson 

of the Marquette County Board of Commissioners, on October 27, 2022.  The scope of 

services included a site reconnaissance, regulatory and historical records review, interviews 

with individuals knowledgeable about the subject property, and development of this report 

in accordance with ASTM E1527-13, Standard Practice for Environmental Site 

Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process.  

  

The following are not typically part of an ASTM E1527-13 Phase I ESA and were not 

included in the scope of services provided by TriMedia: asbestos and radon sampling, 

groundwater sampling and analysis, mold assessment, lead-based paint inspection and 
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analysis, lead in drinking water analysis, wetland delineation, regulatory compliance 

(includes health and safety), indoor air quality analysis, and Endangered Species Act.  

 

2.4 SIGNIFICANT ASSUMPTIONS 

No significant assumptions were made in this Phase I ESA.  

 

2.5 LIMITATIONS AND EXCEPTIONS 

Other than the usual time and budgetary constraints established by the Technical and Cost 

Proposal accepted by Sawyer International Airport and Business Center for this Phase I 

ESA, and the usual circumstance that not all historical sources listed in the ASTM Standard 

were reasonably ascertainable, no significant limitations were encountered during the 

development of this Phase I ESA.   

 

No warranty, either expressed or implied, can be made that conditions observed at the site 

are representative of all areas of the subject property.  Data collected for this Phase I ESA 

was obtained for the purpose stated and should not be used for reasons other than those 

intended. The conditions reported herein apply only to those specific locations and times at 

which the work was completed.  Conclusions made in this Phase I ESA are based on 

reasonably ascertainable information and data and represent the professional judgment and 

interpretations of TriMedia. 

 

2.6 SPECIAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS  

 No special terms or conditions apply to this report. 

 

2.7 USER RELIANCE  

This Phase I ESA is prepared for the exclusive use and reliance of Sawyer International 

Airport and Business Center.  Use or reliance by any other party is prohibited without the 

written authorization of Sawyer International Airport and Business Center and TriMedia.  

 

Environmental conditions and regulations are continually evolving and are subject to change 

and interpretation.  Do not assume current conditions and/or regulatory positions will remain 

constant.  Furthermore, because the data contained within this Phase I ESA are subject to 

professional interpretation, other professionals may reach differing conclusions. 

 

Continued viability of this report is subject to ASTM E1527-13 Sections 4.6 and 4.7.  If the 

Phase I ESA will be used by a different user (third party) than the user for whom the ESA 

was originally prepared, the third party must also satisfy the user’s responsibilities in Section 

6 of ASTM E1527-13. 
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3.0 USER PROVIDED INFORMATION 

 

Mr. Duane DuRay, Director of Operations/Airport Manager of Sawyer International Airport and 

Business Center, completed the User Questionnaire on November 29, 2022. Mr. DuRay provided 

the following information on the subject property. 

 

3.1 TITLE RECORDS 

A title search and search of judicial records for environmental liens and activity and use 

limitations (AULs) were not provided by Sawyer International Airport. TriMedia assumes the 

client is evaluating this information outside the context of this report. 

 

3.2 ENVIRONMENTAL LIENS OR ACTIVITY AND USE LIMITATIONS 

Mr. DuRay indicated the presence of an environmental liens or AULs in connection with the 

site. Navigational precautions must be adhered to as per Part 77 of the Federal Aviation 

Administration (FAA) regulations.  

 

3.3 SPECIALIZED KNOWLEDGE OR EXPERIENCE 

Mr. DuRay does not have specialized knowledge of the subject property. 

 

3.4 COMMONLY KNOWN OR REASONABLY ASCERTAINABLE INFORMATION 

Mr. DuRay does have knowledge of commonly known or reasonably ascertainable 

information regarding the subject property or adjoining properties. Mr. DuRay reported the 

property was previously used as part of the K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base and various 

hazardous materials may have been stored or used.  He reports that currently the structure 

is in various levels of deterioration and may contain asbestos, lead-based paints, mold, and 

other hazardous materials.  

    

3.5 VALUATION REDUCTION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 

According to Mr. DuRay the structure is believed to contain lead-based paint, asbestos, 

mold, and possibly other hazardous materials. He recommends personal protective 

equipment (PPE) when entering the structure. 

 

3.6 OWNER, PROPERTY MANAGER, AND OCCUPANT INFORMATION 

Mr. DuRay oversees operations of the airport and surrounding properties. The subject 

property is currently vacant. 

 

3.7 REASONS FOR PERFORMING PHASE I ESA 

This Phase I ESA was commissioned by Sawyer International Airport and Business Center 

in connection with demolishing structures on the subject property.   
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4.0 RECORDS REVIEW 

 

4.1 STANDARD ENVIRONMENTAL RECORD SOURCES 

 TriMedia conducted a review of regulatory agency files to determine if the subject property 

and/or adjacent properties are, or were, known sites of environmental contamination. 

Reasonably ascertainable environmental record sources were investigated, and standard 

sources were reviewed by TriMedia.  A summary report of the review, provided by 

Environmental Data Resources, Inc. (EDR) as the EDR Radius MapTM Report with 

GeoCheck® (EDR Radius Map Report), is included in Appendix D: Regulatory 

Documentation. A number of environmental data sources were reviewed, and documented 

sites were found within the ASTM E1527-13 search radius around the subject property.  The 

following data sources were investigated:  

 

Federal Databases 

Database Description 
Radius 

(miles) 
Sites 

NPL 

The NPL is the USEPA’s database of uncontrolled or 

abandoned hazardous waste facilities that have been listed for 

priority remedial actions under the Superfund Program. 

1.0 0 

NPL (Proposed) Proposed National Priority List Sites 1.0 0 

NPL (Delisted) 
The NPL Delisted refers to facilities that have been removed 

from the NPL. 
1.0 0 

NPL LIENS Federal Superfund Liens Site 0 

SEMS 

The Superfund Enterprise Management System (SEMS) 

tracks hazardous waste sites, potentially hazardous waste 

sites, and remedial activities performed in support of EPA’s 

Program across the United States. The list was formerly known 

as CERCLIS, renamed SEMS by the EPA in 2015. The list 

contains data on potentially hazardous waste sites that have 

been reported to the USEPA by states, municipalities, private 

companies, and private persons, pursuant to Section 103 of 

the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, 

and Liability Act (CERCLA).  This dataset also contains sites 

which are either proposed to or on the NPL and site which are 

in the screening and assessment phase for possible inclusion 

on the NPL. 

0.5 0 

SEMS - 

ARCHIVE 

The Superfund Enterprise Management System - Archive 

tracks sites that have no further interest under the Federal 

Superfund Program. The list was formerly known as the 

CERCLIS-NFRAP, renamed by EPA in 2015. Archived sites 

have been removed and archived from the inventory of SEMS 

sites. Archived status indicates that, to the best of EPA’s 

knowledge, assessment at a site has been completed and that 

EPA has determined no further steps will be taken to list the 

site on the NPL. 

0.5 0 
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Database Description 
Radius 

(miles) 
Sites 

RCRA 

CORRACTS/ 

TSD 

The USEPA maintains a database of RCRA facilities 

associated with treatment, storage, and disposal (TSD) of 

hazardous waste that are undergoing “corrective action.”  A 

“corrective action” order is issued when there has been a 

release of hazardous waste or constituents into the 

environment from a RCRA facility. 

1.0 0 

RCRA Non-

CORRACTS/ 

TSD 

The RCRA Non-CORRACTS/TSD Database is a compilation 

by the USEPA of facilities which report storage, transportation, 

treatment, or disposal of hazardous waste.  Unlike the RCRA 

CORRACTS/TSD database, the RCRA Non-CORRACTS/TSD 

database does not include RCRA facilities where corrective 

action is required. 

0.5 0 

RCRA 

Generators 

The RCRA Generators database, maintained by the USEPA, 

lists facilities that generate hazardous waste as part of their 

normal business practices.  Generators are listed as large, 

small, or conditionally exempt.  LQGs produce at least 1000 

kg/month of non-acutely hazardous waste or 1 kg/month of 

acutely hazardous waste.  SQGs produce 100-1000 kg/month 

of non-acutely hazardous waste.  VSQGs are those that 

generate less than 100 kg/month of non-acutely hazardous 

waste. 

0.25 3 

RCRA NonGen / 

NLR 

The RCRA-NonGen database, maintained by the USEPA, lists 

facilities that were previously listed in the RCRA Generators 

database but no longer generate hazardous waste as part of 

their normal business practices (No Longer Regulated).   

0.25 2 

ERNS 

The ERNS is a listing compiled by the USEPA on reported 

releases of petroleum and hazardous substances to the air, soil 

and/or water. 

Subject 

Property 
0 

HMIRS Hazardous Materials Information Reporting System 
Subject 

Property 
0 

IC / EC 

A listing of sites with engineering and/or institutional controls in 

place.  Engineering controls include various forms of caps, 

building foundations, liners, and treatment methods to create 

pathway elimination for regulated substances to enter 

environmental media or effect human health.  Institutional 

controls include administrative measures, such as 

groundwater use restrictions, construction restrictions, 

property use restrictions, and post remediation care 

requirements intended to prevent exposure to contaminants 

remaining on site.  Deed restrictions are generally required as 

part of the institutional controls. 

0.5 0 

DOD Department of Defense Sites 1.0 0 

FUDS Formerly Used Defense Sites 1.0 1 

US 

BROWNFIELDS 
A listing of Brownfield Sites 0.5 3 

CONSENT Superfund (CERCLA) Consent Decrees 1.0 0 

ROD Records of Decision 1.0 0 

UMTRA Uranium Mill Tailings Sites 0.5 0 
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Database Description 
Radius 

(miles) 
Sites 

ODI Open Dump Inventory 0.5 0 

TRIS Toxic Chemical Release Inventory System 
Subject 

Property 
0 

TSCA Toxic Substances Control Act 
Subject 

Property 
0  

FTTS FIFRA/TSCA Tracking System 
Subject 

Property 
0 

SSTS Section 7 Tracking Systems 
Subject 

Property 
0 

ICIS Integrated Compliance Information System 
Subject 

Property 
0 

LUCIS Land Use Control Information System 0.5 0 

RADINFO Radiation Information Database 
Subject 

Property 
0 

CDL Clandestine Drug Labs 
Subject 

Property 
0 

PADS PCB Activity Database System 
Subject 

Property 
0 

MLTS Material Licensing Tracking System 
Subject 

Property 
0 

MINES Mines Master Index File 0.25 0 

ECHO Enforcement and Compliance History Information 
Subject 

Property 
0 

FINDS Facility Index System/Facility Registry System 
Subject 

Property 
0 

RAATS RCRA Administrative Action Tracking System 
Subject 

Property 
0 

2020 COR Action 

The EPA has set ambitious goals for the RCRA Corrective 

Action program by creating the 2020 Corrective Action 

Universe. This RCRA cleanup baseline includes facilities 

expected to need corrective action. 

0.25 0 

 

State Databases 

Database Description 
Radius 

(miles) 
Facilities 

State Hazardous 

Waste 

EGLE maintains a database of state equivalent CERCLIS 

facilities in the State of Michigan. 
1.0 0 

SWF/LF 
EGLE maintains a database of solid waste disposal facilities 

and landfills in the State of Michigan. 
0.5 0 

LUST 
EGLE has compiled a database of Leaking Underground 

Storage Tank in the State of Michigan. 
0.5 6 

UST 
EGLE has compiled a database of registered Underground 

Storage Tanks in the State of Michigan. 
0.25 7 

AST 
EGLE has compiled a database of registered Aboveground 

Storage Tanks in the State of Michigan. 
0.25 4 

BEA 
EGLE maintains a listing of properties in which a Baseline 

Environmental Assessment (BEA) has been conducted.   
0.5 0 
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Database Description 
Radius 

(miles) 
Facilities 

AUL Sites with institutional and/or engineering controls in place.   0.5 1 

AIRS Permit and Emissions Inventory Data 0.001 0 

DRYCLEANERS 
EGLE maintains a list of dry cleaning facilities in the State of 

Michigan.   
0.25 0 

LIENS 
EGLE maintains a list of liens placed on a property due to an 

environmental condition.   

Subject 

Property 
0 

BROWNFIELDS Brownfields Site Location Listing 0.5 0 

SPILLS The State of Michigan maintains a list of spills 
Subject 

Property 
0 

Inventory Inventory of Facilities 0.5 3 

Part 201 
EGLE maintains a database of “facilities” as defined by Part 

201 
1.0 5 

WDS Waste Data System 
Subject 

Property 
0 

 

Tribal Databases 

Database Description 
Radius 

(miles) 
Facilities 

INDIAN 

RESERVE 
Indian Reservations 1.0 0 

INDIAN LUST Leaking Underground Storage Tanks on Indian land 0.5 0 

INDIAN UST 
EGLE has compiled a database of registered Underground 

Storage Tanks on Indian land in the State of Michigan. 
0.25 0 

 

EDR Proprietary Records 

Database Description 
Radius 

(miles) 
Facilities 

Manufactured 

Gas Plants 
EDR Proprietary Manufactured Gas Plants 1.0 0 

Historical Auto 

Stations 
EDR Exclusive Historic Gas Stations 0.25 2 

Historical Dry 

Cleaners 
EDR Exclusive Historic Dry Cleaners 0.25 0 

 

The following table summarizes the site-specific information provided by the database 

and/or gathered by this office for identified facilities. Sites are listed in order of proximity to 

the subject property. Distances of most of the sites were adjusted to field observed and/or 

mapped distances and should be considered approximate. In addition to the cited site-

specific information, EDR provides a generalized approximate groundwater flow direction 

based on surface topography (EDR Radius Map, Groundwater Flow Direction Information). 

Prior professional knowledge indicates groundwater flow is locally to the southeast towards 

Silver Lead Creek. Local groundwater depth is estimated to be greater than 60 feet below 

grade based on static water level data obtained from a 2020 Annual Groundwater Report 

for the United States Air Force Civil Engineer Center. 
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Additional discussion for selected sites may follow the summary table. 

 

Listed Sites 

Site Name and Location Estimated Distance/Direction/Gradient Database Listings 

Building 603 

F Avenue and 3rd Street 

Approximately 30 feet / South / Side 

gradient 
UST 

Building 610 

308 F Avenue  

Approximately 200 feet / Northeast / Side 

gradient 
UST, LUST 

Boreal Aviation Inc. 

530 F Avenue 

Approximately 210 feet / West-Southwest 

/ Down gradient 

WDS, FINDS, ECHO, 

RCRA-VSQG, AST 

406 D Avenue 
Approximately 430 feet / East-Southeast / 

Side gradient 

AST, UST, RCRA 

NonGen/NLR 

Princeton Cooperative 

502 2nd Street South 

Approximately 500 feet / Southeast / Side 

gradient 
EDR Historical Auto 

Building 534 

3rd Street 

Approximately 630 feet / East-Southeast / 

Side gradient 
LUST 

Building 608 

C Avenue & 4th Street 

Approximately 640 feet / Northeast / Side 

gradient 
UST 

Building 530 

404 D Avenue 

Approximately 730 feet / Southeast / Side 

gradient 
UST, LUST 

RNFL Acquisition LLC 

513 4th Street 

Approximately 740 feet / North-Northeast 

/ Up gradient 
RCRA-VSQG 

AJ Marklund 

502 N. Third Street 

Approximately 780 feet / Southeast / Side 

gradient 
EDR Historic Auto 

Building 412 

D Avenue 

Approximately 860 feet / South / Down 

gradient 
UST, LUST 

Envoy Air Inc. 

507 4th Street 

Approximately 900 feet / Northeast / Side 

gradient 

Manifest, FINDS, ECHO, 

RCRA-VSQG 
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Site Name and Location Estimated Distance/Direction/Gradient Database Listings 

502 4th Street 
Approximately 950 feet / Northeast / Side 

gradient 
AST, UST 

Sawyer Iron & Metal 

400 C Avenue 

Approximately 970 feet / Southeast / Side 

gradient 
SWRCY 

Building 732 

541 9th Street 

Approximately 3,000 feet / North-

Northeast / Up gradient 
US Brownfields, FINDS 

225 Airport Road 
Approximately 3,420 feet / North / Up 

gradient 

PFAS, AUL, WDS, RCRA-

VSQG, FUDS, Inventory, 

Part 201, BEA 

 

Subject Property 

The subject property is not listed on the EDR Radius Map™ Report. 

 

Building 603 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 603 as located at “NE Corner Ave. F & 3rd” 

on the UST database. The Michigan UST database associates two USTs with Building 603 

(Facility ID: 00015269). 

 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-102038-15 1,000 Diesel 07/23/1992 07/14/2010 

UTK-011693-15 1,000 Diesel 04/07/1981 07/07/1992 

 

TriMedia staff submitted FOIA requests to LARA regarding the USTs associated with 

Building 603. Documentation from LARA confirms the clean removal of UTK-011693-15 in 

1992 and of UTK-102038-15 in 2010. Given the clean closure of the USTs, Building 603 is 

not considered a REC. 

 

Building 610 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 610 on the LUST and UST databases. 

Building 610 is located at 308 F Avenue, although addresses for Building 610 are 

inconsistent across database records. The Michigan UST database indicates three USTs 

are associated with Building 610 (Facility ID: 00006515). 

 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-096785-15 2,000 Used Oil 02/05/1957 01/01/1992 

UTK-039452-15 2,000 Used Oil 02/05/1957 01/01/1992 

UTK-096782-15 1,000 Other (Waste JP-4) 02/05/1957 01/01/1992 
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TriMedia staff submitted FOIA requests to LARA and EGLE regarding the USTs associated 

with Building 610. Documentation from LARA confirms the removal of the USTs in 1992. A 

release (C-1521-92) was discovered during the removal of the tanks on September 8, 1992. 

A Finding of Suitability to Lease (FOSL) on file with EGLE from 1995 indicates the extent of 

contamination from release had yet to be determined. Given the relative distance and 

gradient of Building 610 from the subject property, Building 610 is unlikely to be a REC. 

  

Boreal Aviation Inc. 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Boreal Aviation, Inc. located at 530 F Avenue on the 

AST, WDS, FINDS, ECHO, and RCRA-VSQG databases. The EPA Facility Index System 

(FINDS) is a central and common inventory of facilities monitored or regulated by the EPA. 

The RCRA-VSQG designation indicates Boreal Aviation, Inc. is a very small quantity 

generator of hazardous waste. The Waste Data System (WDS) tracks activities at sites 

regulated by the Solid Waste, Scrap Tire, Hazardous Waste, and Liquid Industrial Waste 

programs. The WDS entry for Boreal Aviation, Inc. lists two citations. The entries indicate a 

return to compliance less than one month after the violations were initially noted. Neither 

entry was listed as a “high priority” in the database. The Enforcement and Compliance 

History Online (ECHO) database listing indicates the generator has active status with no 

violations noted in the previous 12 quarters.  

 

Boreal Aviation, Inc. owns an AST located at 199 F Avenue, further downgradient from the 

subject property.  

 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

ATK-102038-15 12,000 Other 07/08/1997 Currently In Use 

 

TriMedia submitted FOIA requests to LARA and EGLE regarding the AST at 199 F Avenue. 

Documentation from LARA confirms the installation of the tank with spill prevention 

measures and secondary containment. Correspondence from EGLE indicated there were 

no files on record regarding the AST. Given its relative gradient to the subject property, 

Boreal Aviation, Inc. is not considered a REC. 

 

406 D Avenue 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed two related entities (Marquette County and Marquette 

County Road Commission) located at 406 D Avenue on the UST, AST, and RCRA 

NonGen/NLR databases. Entities listed in the RCRA NonGen/NLR database do not 

presently generate hazardous waste. 

 

The Michigan UST database indicates one UST is associated with 406 D Avenue (Facility 

ID: 00039734). The owner on the listing is the Marquette County Road Commission. 

 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-055521-15 12,000 Diesel 08/27/1998 Currently In Use 
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TriMedia submitted a FOIA request to LARA regarding the tanks at 406 D Avenue. Recent 

inspection documentation indicates approval of the facility. Although violations had been 

noted in the past, there was no documentation indicating a release. Given its gradient 

relative to the subject property, 406 D Avenue is not considered a REC. 

 

Princeton Cooperative 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Princeton Cooperative located at “502 2nd Street 

South” on the EDR Historical Auto database. This database is a private database kept by 

EDR of historic gas stations. The listing for Princeton Cooperative appears to be for an 

address in Princeton, MI. Princeton Cooperative is listed in error on the EDR Radius Map 

Report for the Gwinn area and is not considered a REC.  

 

Building 534 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 534 located on “Third Street” in the LUST 

database. The Michigan UST database associates three USTs with Building 534 (Facility 

ID: 00006518).  

 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-038226-15 4,000 Gasoline 02/05/1957 01/01/1992 

UTK-070771-15 14,000 Diesel 02/05/1957 01/01/1992 

UTK-070780-15 5,000 Gasoline 02/05/1957 01/01/1992 

 

TriMedia submitted a FOIA request to LARA regarding the tanks at Building 534. A release, 

C-1189-92, was confirmed upon removal of the USTs in 1992. Correspondence from EGLE 

indicates remedial activities have occurred, leading to the closure of the LUST site. Given 

the gradient of Building 534 to the subject property and clean closure of the site, Building 

534 is not considered a REC. 

 

Building 608 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 608 at “Ave. C 4th” on the UST database. 

The Michigan UST database indicates one UST is associated with Building 608 (Facility ID: 

00006517).  

 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-033052-15 2000 Other (Waste JP-4) 02/05/1961 05/06/1990 

 

Tank deregistration records from LARA give no indication of spills or releases. Given the 

relative distance and gradient of Building 608 from the subject property, Building 608 is 

unlikely to be a REC. 
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Building 530 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 530 located at 404 D Avenue on the UST 

and LUST databases. The Michigan UST database associates two USTs with Building 530 

(Facility ID: 00035174).  

 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-000840-15 500 None Listed 01/01/1970 05/26/1994 

UTK-007037-15 1,000 Other (WATER), 

Used Oil 

01/01/1994 12/19/2001 

 

TriMedia submitted a FOIA request to LARA regarding the USTs. Documentation confirms 

the closure of both tanks. When closing UTK-007037-15, a release (C-0068-02) was 

detected and reported February 8, 2002. No additional documentation is on file with EGLE 

or LARA regarding Building 530 or the associated release. Given the relative distance and 

gradient of Building 530 to the subject property, Building 530 is not considered a REC. 

 

RNFL Acquisition LLC 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed RNFL Acquisition, LLC located at 513 4th Street on 

the RCRA-VSQG database. The ECHO database listing indicates the generator has active 

status with no violations noted in the previous 12 quarters. There was no record of formal 

enforcement in the listing. The WDS entry for RNFL Acquisition, LLC contains operator 

information, but otherwise does not list activities, including history of inspections or 

violations. RNFL Acquisition, LLC is not considered a REC. 

 

AJ Marklund 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed AJ Marklund located at “502 North Third Street” on 

the EDR Historical Auto database. This database is a private database kept by EDR of 

historic gas stations. The listing for AJ Marklund appears to be for an address in Princeton, 

MI. AJ Marklund is listed in error on the EDR Radius Map Report for the Gwinn area and is 

not considered a REC.  

 

Building 412 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 412 on D Avenue on the UST and LUST 

databases. However, Building 412 was physically located on F Avenue between Buildings 

421 and 422. The listing uses Building 412 as part of the street address and KI Sawyer AFB 

is listed as the primary name for the facility. Further examination of the Michigan UST 

database indicates records of one UST associated with Building 412 (Facility ID: 00006520). 

 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-091127-15 15,000 Gasoline 02/05/1958 01/01/1992 
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Documentation from LARA confirms a release (C-0622-89) on October 4,1989 which was 

detected during a failed tank tightness test. A handwritten note on a release form indicates 

some soil was removed. The EDR Radius Map™ Report shows the release was closed on 

January 1, 1993, although no documentation from LARA confirming the closure was 

available. Electronic correspondence from EGLE indicated no records were on file regarding 

Building 412 or C-0622-89. Given the relative distance and upgradient position of Building 

412 to the subject property, Building 412 is considered a REC. 

 

Envoy Air Inc. 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Envoy Air Inc. located at 507 4th Street on the 

Manifest, FINDS, ECHO, and RCRA-VSQG databases. The RCRA-VSQG designation 

indicates Envoy Air Inc. is a very small quantity generator of hazardous waste. The ECHO 

database listing indicates the generator has active status with violations noted in each of 

the previous 12 quarters. One ongoing violation relates to the which describing the waste 

being generated and removed from the site and which facilities are permitted to handle the 

waste. The other violation noted on October 11, 2021 related to restrictions surrounding 

very small quality generators of hazardous waste resulted in a single written informal 

enforcement action by EGLE. No additional information is available on the ECHO or FINDS 

databases. The Manifest designation indicates Envoy Air, Inc. is known to transport 

hazardous material across state lines. 

 

There is an entry for Envoy Air, Inc. in the WDS database, although this was not listed in 

the EDR Radius Map Report. The WDS entry for Envoy Air, Inc. has record of nine 

inspections. The most recent entry from 2021 notes a violation with a return to compliance 

the same day. Prior to the violation in 2021, the most recent violations were in 2012 and 

2009. Both entries indicate a return to compliance within two months of each recorded 

violation. The remaining six entries contain no record of violations at the site. Envoy Air, Inc. 

is not considered a REC. 

 

502 4th Street 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 609 located at 502 4th Street on the UST 

database. An additional listing on the AST database for Sawyer International Airport is listed 

at the same address. Further examination of the Michigan UST database indicates records 

of six USTs associated with Building 609 (Facility ID: 00006516).  

 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-032646-15 10,000 Gasoline 02/05/1957 05/09/1990 

UTK-032645-15 5,000 Diesel 02/05/1957 05/01/1990 

UTK-047531-15 2,000 Used Oil 01/01/1961 08/29/1991 

UTK-108297-15 5,000 Used Oil 10/30/1991 08/16/1996 

UTK-012289-15 1,000 Diesel 10/30/1991 08/17/1996 

UTK-108290-15 5,000 Used Oil 02/05/1961 08/29/1991 
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Documentation obtained from LARA indicates two spills reported upon the closure of four 

tanks in 1990 and 1991. Spills were detected with each removal in 1990 and 1991. 

According to tank deregistration documentation, site assessments were submitted to LARA, 

although they were not included with the FOIA records sent to TriMedia staff. Records from 

LARA indicate the clean removal of two tanks (UTK-108297-15 and UTK-012289-15) in 

1996. The EDR Radius Map™ Report indicates one AST with a 1500-gallon capacity is 

currently in use. Documentation regarding the AST at 502 4th Street was requested, but 

none was provided by LARA. Given the relative distance and gradient of 502 4th Street to 

the subject property, 502 4th Street is not considered a REC. 

 

Sawyer Iron & Metal 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Sawyer Iron & Metal, located at 400 C Avenue, on 

the SWRCY database. SWRCY designates recycling facilities in the state of Michigan. 

Sawyer Iron & Metal was a transfer station for household waste. Sawyer Iron & Metal is not 

considered a REC. 

 

Building 732 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 732 located at 541 9th Street on the US 

Brownfields and FINDS databases. Building 732 was listed in the Brownfield database 

(ACRES ID: 236203). The entry indicated assessments were conducted in 2013 and 2018. 

According to the entry, “no asbestos-containing building materials were found during the 

asbestos survey.” No additional hazardous materials are indicated in the entry. As asbestos 

is outside the scope of Phase I ESAs, Building 732 is not considered a REC.   

 

225 Airport Road 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed the US Transportation Security Administration (TSA) 

located at 225 Airport Road on the PFAS, RCRA-VSQG, AUL, and WDS databases. The 

WDS entry for TSA contains operator information, but otherwise does not list activities, 

including any history of inspections or violations. The PFAS listing refers to the chemicals 

per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) which are a class of compounds not currently 

in scope for Phase I ESAs. A land use restriction is detailed in a declaration of restrictive 

covenants, which primarily restricts the use of groundwater. Land upgradient to the subject 

property in the declaration of restrictive covenants, designated as FT-07, is located north of 

the domestic airport terminal. 

 

At the same address, K.I. Sawyer Airforce Base is listed on the FUDS, Inventory, Part 201, 

and BEA databases. The Federal Used Defense Sits (FUDS) listing showed a preliminary 

assessment had been performed at K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base and no projects were 

planned for that location. The Remediation Information Data Exchange (RIDE), operated by 

EGLE’s Remediation and Redevelopment Division, has an entry for K.I. Sawyer Airport. The 

entry lists multiple contaminants impacting the location including petroleum volatile and semi 

volatile organic compounds, chlorinated volatile and semi volatile organic compounds, and 
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elements, metals, or other inorganics. The BEA entry indicates a Baseline Environmental 

Assessment was performed to document existing contamination. Two BEAs are on file for 

225 Airport Road, however, electronic mail correspondence from the EGLE’s Remediation 

and Redevelopment Division indicates that file information has been misplaced and is 

unavailable.  

 

Documentation regarding long term groundwater monitoring, obtained through EGLE, 

indicates multiple areas impacted by contamination throughout the former Air Force Base. 

The site designated “K.I. Sawyer AFB – SS-17” shows a soil use restriction under the 

operations apron at Sawyer International Airport and a groundwater use restriction 

extending from the operations apron east beyond Kelly Johnson Memorial Highway. The 

groundwater use restriction remains active due to contaminant levels. Ongoing groundwater 

monitoring indicates the contamination plume has decreased in size over several years. 

Given the decreasing size of the plume, the ongoing groundwater monitoring activities, and 

relative distance of the contamination plume from the subject property, this is not considered 

a REC. 

 

Other Sites 

The remaining sites listed on the EDR Radius Map™ Report do not represent environmental 

concerns to the subject property based upon regulatory status, presumed groundwater flow 

direction, and/or relative distance from the property. 

   

Please refer to Appendix D for a copy of the EDR Radius Map Report.    

 

4.2 ADDITIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL RECORD SOURCES 

TriMedia submitted a FOIA request to the FOIA Coordinator for EGLE located in Lansing, 

Michigan for file information for the subject property. Electronic mail correspondence from 

the EGLE’s Remediation and Redevelopment Division indicates that file information does 

not exist for the subject property. 

 

4.3 PHYSICAL SETTING SOURCES 

TriMedia used a United States Geological Survey (USGS) Topographic Map and EDR’s 

GeoCheck® option to obtain information regarding the subject property’s physical setting 

(i.e., soils, geology, hydrology, etc.).  A discussion of the physical setting features is included 

in Section 5.2.4.  

 

4.4 HISTORICAL USE INFORMATION ON THE PROPERTY 

TriMedia reviewed standard historical sources, as identified in E1527-13, to identify potential 

RECs associated with historical use of the property.  TriMedia subcontracted EDR to provide 

the following standard historical sources: 
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4.4.1 Historical Aerial Photographs 

The EDR Aerial Photo Decade Package provided TriMedia with historical aerial photographs 

from 1939, 1951, 1964, 1975, 1981, 1993, 1998, 2006, 2009, 2012, and 2016. Selected 

photographs are summarized below. 

 
Historical Aerial Photographs 

Direction Description 

Subject Property 

No structures are visible on the subject property in the photographs from 1939 

through 1951. In the 1964 photograph, the subject property is visible. The footprint 

of the subject property remains unchanged between the 1964 and 2016 aerial 

photographs.  

North 

North of the subject property, the land appears undeveloped and vegetated from 

the 1939 through 1951 aerial photographs. In photographs from 1975 through 1998, 

land northwest of the subject property contains a parking lot and small buildings. 

Aerial photographs from 2006 through 2016 show lands to the northwest with long 

storage buildings, possibly serving as hangars for small planes.  

East 

East of the subject property, the land appears undeveloped and vegetated from the 

1939 through 1951 aerial photographs. A larger building (Building 610) is visible 

northeast of the subject property in the 1964 aerial photograph. The footprint of the 

property northeast of the subject property remains unchanged between the 1964 

and 2016 aerial photographs. 

South 

Lands south of the subject property appear undeveloped in the photographs from 

1939 through 1951. In the 1964 photograph, structures are apparent southwest of 

the subject property. The footprint of the adjacent property southwest of the subject 

property remains unchanged between the 1964 and 2016 aerial photographs. 

West 

Lands west of the subject property appear undeveloped in the photographs from 

1939 through 1951. In the 1964 photograph, a building west of the subject property 

is visible. The footprint of the property to the west remains unchanged between the 

1964 and 2016 aerial photographs. 

 

4.4.2 Historical Topographic Maps 

The EDR Historical Topographic Map Report provided TriMedia with historical USGS 

topographic maps from 1932, 1952, 1975, 1985, 2014, 2017, and 2019.  Note that the 2014, 

2017 and 2019 maps only depict topography, roads and streets, and land cover.   

 

Historical Topographic Maps 

Direction Description 

Subject Property 

The subject property appears undeveloped from the earliest map from 1932. In the 

1975 map, the subject property is depicted. The subject property appears 

developed in the topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

North 

The lands north of the subject property appear undeveloped from the 1932 through 

the 1952 topographic maps. In the 1975 map, a building to the northwest of the 

subject property is visible. Property northwest of the subject property appears 

developed in the topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 
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Direction Description 

East 

The lands east of the subject property appear undeveloped from the 1932 through 

the 1952 topographic maps. In the 1975 map, a building is present northeast of the 

subject property along F Avenue. Property northeast of the subject property 

appears developed in the topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

South 

The lands south of the subject property appear undeveloped from the 1932 through 

the 1952 topographic maps. In the 1975 map, buildings to the southwest of the 

subject property across 3rd Street are apparent. Land southwest of the subject 

property appears developed in the topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

West 

The land west of the subject property appears undeveloped from the 1932 through 

the 1952 topographic maps. In the 1975 map, a building is depicted west of the 

subject property. Land west of the subject property appears developed in the 

topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

 

4.4.3 Historical City Directories 

The EDR City Directory Abstract provided TriMedia with historical business directory (Polk’s 

City Directory) listings for the subject property’s address or addresses in proximity to the 

subject property.  Listings (if listed) were provided from 1992 to 2017 at approximate five-

year intervals.  The following table highlights findings, please refer to Appendix E for a full 

listing of addresses. 

Historical City Directories 

Direction Description 

Subject Property No records for the subject property were included in the City Directory. 

North No records north of the subject property were included in the City Directory. 

East No records east of the subject property were included in the City Directory. 

South 
308 Avenue F: Ramrod Industries (2000). 

401 Avenue F: Boreal Aviation Inc. (2005-2017). 

West No records west of the subject property were included in the City Directory. 

 

4.4.4 Historical Fire Insurance Maps 

Historical fire insurance maps (Sanborn Maps) were requested from EDR to evaluate past 

uses of the subject property and surrounding properties. Based on the request, EDR 

indicated Sanborn Maps were not available for the subject property and surrounding area.  

 

4.5 HISTORICAL USE INFORMATION ON SUBJECT PROPERTY 

Based on the previously described environmental records and historical sources, the current 

structure on the subject property first appeared in 1958 to serve as the Photo Lab on K.I. 

Sawyer Air Force Base. Since the closure of the air force base in 1995, the building has 

been vacant. 

 

Please refer to Appendix E for copies of the aerial photographs, topographic maps, and City 

Directories.  
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4.6 HISTORICAL USE INFORMATION ON ADJOINING PROPERTIES 

Based on the previously described environmental records and historical sources, the area 

surrounding the subject property was generally developed concurrently or following the 

subject property. Building 604, the transportation warm barn east of the subject property, 

was built in 1960. Buildings 611 and 621, northwest of the subject property, were built in 

1974 and 1987, respectively. Building 611 was the security police building. Building 621 

served as a vehicle parking shed. to serve as the wing headquarters. Adjacent to the south 

of the subject property is a parking lot. West of the subject property was the fire department 

in Building 600. 

 

4.7 RECORDS REVIEW SUMMARY 

Based on a review of historical information, the subject property was developed in 1958 for 

the Photo Lab on K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. Since the closure of the air force base in 

1995, the building has been vacant. Other sections of the former air force base were 

developed at the same time or following the construction of the subject property. 

 

 

5.0 SITE RECONNAISSANCE 

 

5.1 METHODOLOGY AND LIMITING CONDITIONS 

TriMedia, represented by Mr. Lance Lindberg, Senior Scientist, conducted a site 

reconnaissance of the subject property on November 4, 2022. Weather conditions at the 

time of site reconnaissance were overcast with a temperature of approximately 37 degrees 

Fahrenheit (°F). 

 

The site reconnaissance included the following:  

 

 Observation of the subject property, the subject property interior areas, and adjacent 

properties for indications of RECs; 

 

 Visual and physical observation of the periphery of the subject property and structures 

made by walking the perimeter of the subject property, and crisscrossing the site to 

identify points of interest; 

 

 Observation of, surrounding properties, and, 

 

 Interviews with individuals, as available, familiar with the subject property’s history and 

potential environmental liabilities. 
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5.2 GENERAL SITE SETTING 

 

5.2.1 Current Uses of the Subject Property 

The subject property is currently vacant.  

 

5.2.2 Past Uses of the Subject Property  

Based on historical sources, the subject property was built in 1958 to serve as the Photo 

Lab on K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. Since the closure of the former air force base in 1995, 

the building has been vacant. 

 

5.2.3 Current and Past Uses of Surrounding Properties 

Based on the review of previously described environmental records and historical sources, 

and the completion of site reconnaissance activities, the area surrounding the subject 

property was generally developed concurrently or following the construction of the subject 

property in 1961. The official opening of K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base occurred on May 8, 

1959. Adjacent to the northwest of the subject property previously stood Buildings 611 and 

621 (constructed in 1974 and 1987, respectively). Building 611 housed the security police 

and Building 621 was a vehicle parking shed. Currently, neither building remains, and 

modern sheds/hangers occupy that space. To the west, Building 600 stands between the 

subject property and the airport runways. Building 600 was built in 1956 to house the fire 

department. Land across F Avenue to the east of the subject property is vacant. Beyond the 

vacant lot is Building 604. Building 604, built in 1960, was the transportation warm barn. 

Southwest of the subject property is Building 427. Building 427, built in 1960, was the 

location for hazardous storage. 

 

5.2.4 Geologic, Hydrogeologic, and Topographic Conditions 

The subject property is situated approximately 1,185 feet above mean sea level. The 

surrounding area topography is relatively flat, generally sloping to the south. The geology of 

the area consists of Cambrian stratified rock. The naturally occurring soil type on the subject 

property is Udipsamments, characterized as well drained to excessively drained sands and 

gravels. Local groundwater flow is estimated to be to the southeast in the direction of Silver 

Lead Creek. Silver Lead Creek is located approximately 3,670 feet from the subject property. 

 

5.2.5 General Description of Structures 

A permanent structure currently exists on the subject property and consists of the former 

Photo Lab for the air force base. The building is 4,936 square feet and is constructed of 

concrete block and woods structure with a concrete slab on grade. 

 

5.2.6 Roads and Utilities 

The subject property is located northwest of the intersection of F Avenue and 3rd Street. 

Parking for the subject property, located on the eastern side of the structure, is accessed 

from 3rd Street.  
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Utilities available to the subject property consist of gas, electrical, cable/internet, and 

telephone service.  A municipal water supply and wastewater treatment facilities serve the 

subject property.  

 

5.3 SITE OBSERVATIONS 

The following table summarizes site observations and interviews. Affirmative responses 

(designated by an “X”) are discussed in more detail following the table.  Photographs of select 

items observed at the subject property are included in Appendix C. 

 

Site Features 

Category Item or Feature Observed 

Site Operations, 
Processes, and 

Equipment 

Emergency generators  

Elevators  

Air compressors  

Hydraulic lifts  

Dry cleaning  

Photo processing X 

Laboratory hoods and/or incinerators  

Waste treatment systems and/or water treatment systems  

Heating and/or cooling systems X 

Other processes or equipment  

Aboveground 
Chemical or Waste 

Storage 

Aboveground storage tanks  

Drums, barrels and/or containers  5 gallons  

SDS  

Underground 
Chemical or Waste 

Storage, Drainage or 
Collection Systems 

Underground storage tanks or ancillary UST equipment  

Sumps, cisterns, catch basins and/or dry wells  

Grease traps  

Septic tanks and/or leach fields  

Oil/water separators  

Pipeline markers  

Interior floor drains X 

Electrical 
Transformers/ PCBs 

Pad or pole mounted transformers and/or capacitors  

Other equipment  

Releases or Potential 
Releases 

Stressed vegetation  

Stained soil   

Stained pavement or similar surface  

Leachate and/or waste seeps  

Trash, debris and/or other waste materials  

Dumping or disposal areas  

Construction/demolition debris and/or dumped fill dirt  

Surface water discoloration, odor, sheen, and/or free-floating 

product 
 

Strong, pungent, or noxious odors   

Exterior pipe discharges and/or other effluent discharges  
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Category Item or Feature Observed 

Other Notable Site 
Features 

Surface water bodies  

Quarries or pits  

Wells X 

 

Site Operations, Processes, and Equipment 

 

Photo Processing 

The building was formerly used for photo processing and includes ventilation hoods in the 

rooms formerly used for film development. A dark room is present in the building and 

equipment used to develop negatives was also observed. No chemicals or hazardous 

materials used for film development were observed on the subject property or within the 

building. 

 

Heating and/or Cooling Systems 

The building is heated using natural gas furnace and the air conditioning units are believed 

to be on the roof. No environmental concerns were noted with the heating and cooling 

systems.  

 

Underground Chemical or Waste Storage, Drainage or Collection Systems 

 

Interior Floor Drains 

Floor drains are located in the men’s and women’s bathrooms, janitorial closets and garages 

within the building. The floor drains are connected to the wastewater treatment system 

located on the former air force base.  

 

Other Notable Site Features 

 

 Wells 

A monitoring well is located in the driveway on the west side of Building 601. The monitoring 

well is part of PFAS investigations. As PFAS is outside the scope of Phase I ESAs, this is 

not considered a REC to the subject property. 

 

5.4 SITE RECONNAISSANCE SUMMARY  

The site reconnaissance was conducted on November 4, 2022. The site reconnaissance 

identified heating and cooling systems, interior floor drains, and a monitoring well on the 

subject property.  
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6.0 INTERVIEWS 

 

6.1 INTERVIEW WITH OWNER 

TriMedia interviewed Mr. Duane DuRay, Director of Operations at Sawyer International 

Airport and Business Center. He became the manager of the airport in 2012 and assumed 

the role of Director of Operations in 2019. Mr. DuRay indicated the subject property is 

believed to contain lead-based paint, asbestos, mold, and possibly other hazardous 

materials. He recommended the use of PPE when entering the structure. 

 

6.2 INTERVIEW WITH SITE MANAGER 

TriMedia interviewed Mr. Duane DuRay, as noted.  

 

6.3 INTERVIEW WITH OCCUPANTS 

TriMedia interviewed Mr. Duane DuRay, as noted. 

 

6.4 INTERVIEWS WITH LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 

TriMedia completed a FOIA request Marquette County Health Department for environmental 

records (i.e., spills, releases, fires) regarding the subject property. The Marquette County 

Health Department indicated that there were no records on file associated with the subject 

property. TriMedia interviewed Mr. Ron Lauren, an officer of Forsyth Township Fire 

Department and Clerk for Forsyth Township. Mr. Lauren indicated no knowledge of fire at 

the subject property since the closure of the air force base in 1995. Records prior to base 

closure were unavailable. 

 

6.5 INTERVIEWS WITH OTHERS 

TriMedia did not interview others regarding the subject property.   

 

 

7.0 FINDINGS 

 

After a review of environmental records, site reconnaissance, review of historical data, and select 

interviews, TriMedia found no indications of Recognized Environmental Conditions (RECs) 

associated with the subject property.   

 

 

8.0 OPINION 

 

Based on reasonably ascertainable information compiled by TriMedia, as well as information and 

data provided by other select individuals and/or agencies during the completion of this Phase I ESA, 

it is our professional opinion the results of the Phase I ESA have not revealed evidence suggesting 

the presence of current environmental concerns regarding the subject property.  Further quantitative 
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environmental investigations (i.e., Limited Phase II ESA) are not recommended for the subject 

property.  

 

 

9.0 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

TriMedia has performed a Phase I ESA in conformance with the scope and limitations of ASTM 

Practice E1527-13 for property located at 551 3rd Street in Gwinn, Michigan.  Any exceptions to, or 

deletions from, this practice are described in Section 10.0 of this report.  This assessment has 

revealed no evidence of RECs in connection with the subject property.  Based on the results of the 

Phase I ESA, TriMedia does not recommend further environmental investigations to assess the 

presence of impacts that may be present at the subject property. 

 

 

10.0 DEVIATIONS 
 

TriMedia has performed this Phase I ESA in conformance with the scope and limitations of ASTM 

Practice E1527-13.  TriMedia relied on the information and data provided by other organizations 

specifically denoted herein. TriMedia used its education, experience, and professional judgment to 

conduct this Phase I ESA.   

 

 

11.0 ADDITIONAL SERVICES  

 

No additional services were included as part of this Phase I ESA. 
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12.0 REFERENCES 

 
  

Name of Data Source 
Date of Initial 

Inquiry 

Date of Most 
Recently 
Provided 

Information 

Supporting 
Documentation 

Duane DuRay 
Director of Operations 
Sawyer International Airport and 
Business Center 
125 G Avenue 
Gwinn, Michigan 49841 
(906) 346-3308 

November 22, 2022 November 29, 2022 User Questionnaire, 
interview information as 
noted in this report 

Marquette County Health Department 
Environmental Health 
184 U.S. 41 East 
Marquette, Michigan 49855 
(906) 475-4195 
ehadmin@mqtco.org 

November 23, 2022 December 7, 2022 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

EGLE – FOIA Coordinator 
Department of Environmental, Great 
Lakes, and Energy 
P.O. Box 30473 
Lansing, MI 48909-7973 
800-662-9278                                        
EGLE-FOIA@michigan.gov 

November 22, 2022 January 10, 2023 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

LARA – FOIA Coordinator  
Department of Licensing and  
Regulatory Affairs  
Ottawa Building  
611 W. Ottawa  
P.O. Box 30004  
Lansing, MI 48909-7973  
517-335-3327  
LARAFOIAInfo@michigan.gov 

November 25, 2022 December 21, 2022 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

Ron Lauren - Officer 

Forsyth Township Fire Department 

186 West Flint Street 

Gwinn, Michigan 49841 

(906) 346-9217 

December 5, 2022 January 5, 2023 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

Environmental Data Resources Inc. 
6 Armstrong Road, 4th Floor 
Shelton, CT 06484 
1-800-352-6802 

November 7, 2022 November 8, 2022 Sanborn maps, topographic 
maps, environmental 
database records, aerial 
photographs 
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13.0  SIGNATURES OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONALS 

We declare that, to the best of our professional knowledge and belief, we meet the definition of 

Environmental Professional as defined in §312.10 of 40 CFR 312.  We have specific qualifications 

based on education, training, and experience to assess a property.  We have developed and 

performed all appropriate inquiries in conformance with the standards and practices set forth in 40 

CFR Part 312. 

2/7/2023  

Lance Lindberg  Date 

Project Manager / Senior Scientist 

2/7/2023 

Helen Amiri Date 

Staff Engineer 

2/7/2023 

Ryan J. Whaley Date 

Environmental Manager 
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14.0 QUALIFICATIONS OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONALS 

 

Lance Lindberg 

Project Manager/Senior Scientist 

llindberg@trimediaee.com 
 

Summary of Professional Experience 

Mr. Lindberg is an environmental scientist with over 30 years of experience with a strong 

background in environmental due diligence. His areas of specialty include Phase I/II environmental 

site assessments and baseline environmental assessments; asbestos surveys and lead-based 

paint inspections, CERCLA and RCRA facility investigations; and soil and groundwater 

contamination and remediation. Mr. Lindberg has conducted site investigations and closures 

associated with Part 201 of Michigan’s Public Act 451 and underground storage tank (UST) 

regulations of Michigan’s Part 213 of Public Act 451. Mr. Lindberg’s experience also includes direct 

involvement with on-site activities associated with environmental investigation and remediation 

projects.  

 

Mr. Lindberg is responsible for project management, regulatory and client contact, evaluation and 

assessment of contaminated sites, field activities and preparation of reports. He has coordinated 

and conducted environmental investigations, groundwater monitoring, free product monitoring and 

removal, soil disposal, and remediation system installation and operation. He has conducted site 

inspections to meet the requirements of SWPPs, SPCCs and PIPPs at industrial sites. Mr. Lindberg 

is also experienced in preparing bid specifications, work plans, supervising field operations and 

remediation activities, coordinating and conducting sampling activities and permitting. He has 

coordinated the sampling and disposal/recycling of nonhazardous and hazardous materials for 

clients. 

 

Certifications 

 Licensed Asbestos Inspector, State of Michigan (A35442) 

 OSHA 40-Hour Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response 

 Mine Safety and Health Administration 24-Hour Training 

 State of Michigan Storm Water Management Operator - Construction Site (C-12598) 

 State of Michigan Storm Water Management Operator - Industrial Site (I-08446) 

 American Red Cross First Aid and CPR 

 

Education 

 B.S. – Industrial Technology, Northern Michigan University, Marquette, Michigan  

 
 Professional Affiliations 

 Marquette County Brownfield Redevelopment Authority Board Member, 2010 to Present 
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Helen Amiri, EIT 

Staff Engineer 

hamiri@trimediaee.com 
 

Summary of Professional Experience 

Ms. Helen Amiri is an environmental engineer with an educational background centered on practical 

application. As part of her master’s program, she served in the South Pacific as a Peace Corps 

Water and Sanitation Hygiene Specialist, working with rural island communities, government 

agencies, and international nongovernmental organizations to improve water and sanitation 

infrastructure.  

 

Ms. Amiri has experience which includes consulting with industry for stormwater compliance, 

wastewater treatment and hazardous material disposal. She has experience writing Phase I 

Environmental Site Assessments and has assisted with air quality compliance reporting. She has 

written environmental baselines to establish conservation easements and has experience 

performing conservation compliance monitoring. 

 
Ms. Amiri has years of experience in drilling environments, supporting domestic well water and 

geotechnical drilling teams in isolated settings. Prior to joining TriMedia, she was co-owner of a 

drilling company in Vanuatu, where she coordinated with diverse teams on a variety of development 

projects. 

 

Certifications 

 E.I.T., State of Michigan 

 OSHA 40-Hour Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response 

 Mine Safety and Health Administration 24-Hour Training 

 State of Michigan Storm Water Operator – Construction Sites (#23518) 

 State of Michigan Storm Water Operator – Industrial Sites (#18931)  

 American Heart Association CPR and First Aid 

 

Education 

 M.S. – Environmental Engineering, Michigan Technological University, Houghton, 

Michigan. 

 Graduate Certificate – Sustainable Water Resource Systems, Michigan Technological 

University, Houghton, Michigan. 

 M.A. (Hons.) – International Relations and Film Studies, University of St. Andrews, St. 

Andrews, United Kingdom. 

 
 Professional Affiliations 

 Marquette County Solid Waste Management Authority Board Member, 2022 to Present 
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Ryan Whaley, CHMM, REHS 

Environmental Manager 

rwhaley@trimediaee.com 
 

Summary of Professional Experience   

Mr. Whaley lends his expertise on projects involving subsurface soil and water characterization, 

environmental site assessments, and regulatory compliance.  

 

Mr. Whaley has considerable experience in the environmental and regulatory compliance industry.  

Areas of expertise include underground storage tank management, site characterization and 

investigation, remediation, environmental monitoring and permitting, waste management, 

brownfield redevelopment, environmental drilling and the investigation and cleanup of accidental 

spills. 

 

Additionally, Mr. Whaley supports client communication through development of written reports and 

correspondence, dissemination and compilation of technical data, project planning and scheduling, 

and familiarity with environmental regulations.   

 

Mr. Whaley completed his Bachelor of Science degree from Ball State University in Natural 

Resources and Environmental Management with an emphasis on Land Management. 
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1.0 SUMMARY 

 

TriMedia Environmental & Engineering Services, LLC (TriMedia) was retained by Sawyer 

International Airport and Business Center to complete a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment 

(Phase I ESA) of a property located at 308 F Avenue in Gwinn, Michigan (“subject property”). The 

Phase I ESA was conducted in general accordance with American Society for Testing and Materials 

(ASTM) Standard Practice for Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site 

Assessment Process (E1527-13). 

 

After a review of environmental records, site reconnaissance, review of historical data, and select 

interviews, TriMedia found indication of two (2) Recognized Environmental Conditions (REC) 

associated with the subject property.  The identified RECs include: 

 

 A release (C-1521-92) was discovered during the removal of three underground storage 

tanks (USTs) on September 8, 1992. A Finding of Suitability to Lease (FOSL) on file with 

EGLE from 1995 indicates the extent of contamination from the release had yet to be 

determined. No additional file information detailing remediation at Building 610 was 

available. Impacted groundwater and soil are likely to be present on the subject property. 

 

 The building has historically been used as a gas station and maintenance facility for military 

vehicles. The use of Building 610 as a maintenance facility introduces the possibility of 

hydrocarbons being released into the subsurface environment. The historical use of Building 

610 as a gas station and maintenance facility constitutes a REC. 

 

 

2.0 INTRODUCTION 

 

2.1 LOCATION AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION  

The subject property is located at 308 F Avenue in Gwinn, Michigan. The subject property 

consists of a building of approximately 25,356 square feet located west of the intersection 

of 3rd Street and F Avenue in Gwinn, Michigan. A legal description is contained in 

Appendix B. 

 

The location of the subject property is presented in Figure 1 and Figure 2, located in 

Appendix A. Please refer to Appendix C for photographs of the subject property and 

surrounding properties.  

 

2.2 PURPOSE 

The purpose of the Phase I ESA was to evaluate the subject property for the presence of 

RECs (as defined by ASTM E1527-13).  This investigative effort was conducted to provide 

the prospective owner with a basis for asserting landowner liability protections and defenses 

(should landowner liability protections and defenses become necessary) under the 
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Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 

(CERCLA) (42 U.S.C. et seq.) and applicable state law. 

 

This evaluation was conducted in general accordance with ASTM Standard Practice for 

Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process (E1527-

13).  Performance of this Phase I ESA is intended to reduce, but not eliminate, uncertainty 

regarding environmental matters, while recognizing reasonable limits of time and cost.   

 

The following terms and acronyms may appear in this report: 

 

1. Aboveground Storage Tank (AST) – any tank that currently is or has in the past been 

used to contain hazardous substances or petroleum products, and which is located at 

least 90% above surface grade. 

 

2. Activity and Use Limitations (AULs) – legal (institutional controls) or physical 

(engineering controls) restrictions or limitations on the use of, or access to, a site or 

facility: (1) to reduce or eliminate potential exposure to hazardous substances or 

petroleum products in the soil, soil vapor, groundwater, and/or surface water on the 

property, or (2) to prevent activities that could interfere with the effectiveness of a 

response action, in order to ensure maintenance of a condition of no significant risk to 

public health or the environment.  

 

3.  Adjoining Property – any real property or properties the border of which is contiguous or 

partially contiguous with that of the subject property, or that would be contiguous or 

partially contiguous with that of the subject property but for a street, road, or other public 

thoroughfare separating them.     

 

4. Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generator (CESQG) – handler generates, 

transports, stores, or treats one hundred (100) kilograms or less of hazardous waste per 

calendar month and accumulates one thousand (1000) kilograms or less of hazardous 

waste at any time. 

 

5. Controlled Recognized Environmental Condition (CREC) – a recognized environmental 

condition resulting from a past release of hazardous substances or petroleum products 

that has been addressed to the satisfaction of applicable regulatory authority (for 

example, as evidenced by the issuance of a no further action letter or equivalent, or 

meeting risk-based criteria established by regulatory authority), with hazardous 

substances or petroleum products allowed to remain in place subject to the 

implementation of required controls (for example, property use restrictions, activity and 

use limitations, institutional controls, or engineering controls).  A CREC is to be listed in 

the findings section of the Phase I ESA report, and as a REC in the conclusions section 

of the Phase I ESA. 
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6. De minimis condition – a condition that generally does not present a threat to human 

health or the environment and that generally would not be the subject of an enforcement 

action if brought to the attention of appropriate governmental agencies.  Conditions 

determined to be de minimis conditions are not recognized environmental conditions nor 

controlled recognized environmental conditions. 

 

7. EGLE – Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy, formerly the 

Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) prior to April 22, 2019.   

 

8. Environmental Lien - a charge, security, or encumbrance upon title to a property to 

secure payment of a cost, damage, debt, obligation, or duty arising out of response 

actions, clean-up, or other remediation of hazardous substances or petroleum products 

upon a property, including (but not limited to) liens imposed pursuant to CERCLA 42 

USC 9607(1) & 9607(r) and similar state or local laws. 

 

9. Fire Insurance Maps - maps produced for private fire insurance companies (i.e., 

Sanborn Maps) that indicate historical uses of properties at specific dates. 

 

10. Hazardous Substance - a substance defined as a hazardous substance pursuant to 

CERCLA 42 USC 9601(14) as interpreted by EPA regulations and the courts. 

 

11. Historical Recognized Environmental Condition (HREC) – a past release of any 

hazardous substances or petroleum products that has occurred in connection with the 

property and has been addressed to the satisfaction of the applicable regulatory 

authority or meeting unrestricted use criteria established by a regulatory authority, 

without subjecting the property to any required controls (for example, property use 

restrictions, activity and use restrictions, institutional controls, or engineering controls).    

 

12. Large Quantity Generator (LQG) – handler generates, transports, stores, or treats over 

one thousand (1000) kilograms of hazardous waste or over one kilogram of acutely 

hazardous waste per calendar month. 

 

13. LUST – an underground storage tank on the State of Michigan list of leaking 

underground storage tank sites. 

 

14. Material Threat – a physically observable or obvious threat which is reasonably likely to 

lead to a release that is threatening and may result in a negative impact to public health 

or the environment. 

 

15. Migrate/migration – for purposes of this practice, “migrate” and “migration” refers to the 

movement of hazardous substance or petroleum products in any form, including, for 

example, solid and liquid at the surface or subsurface, and vapor in the subsurface. 
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16. PCB - Polychlorinated Biphenyl. 

 

17. Petroleum Products - petroleum, including crude oil or any fraction thereof which is not 

otherwise specifically listed or designated as a hazardous substance under CERCLA 42 

USC, including natural gas, natural gas liquids, and synthetic gas usable for fuel.  

18. Physical Setting Sources - sources that provide information about the geologic, 

hydrogeologic, or topographical characteristics of the site. 

 

19. Reasonably Ascertainable - information that is (1) publicly available, (2) obtainable from 

a source within reasonable time and cost constraints, and (3) practically reviewable. 

 

20. Recognized Environmental Condition (REC) – the presence or likely presence of any 

hazardous substances or petroleum products in, on, or at a property: (1) due to release 

to the environment; (2) under conditions indicative of a release to the environment; or 

(3) under conditions that pose a material threat of a future release to the environment.  

De minimis conditions are not recognized environmental conditions. 

 

21. Small Quantity Generator (SQG) – handler generates, transports, stores, or treats more 

than one hundred (100) and less than one thousand (1,000) kilograms of hazardous 

waste during any calendar month and accumulates less than six thousand (6,000) 

kilograms of hazardous waste at any time. 

 

22. Underground Storage Tank (UST) - any tank, including underground piping connected 

to the tank, that is or has been used to contain hazardous substances or petroleum 

products and the volume of which is 10% or more beneath surface grade. 

 

23. Vapor Encroachment Condition (VEC) – the presence or likely presence of chemical of 

concern (COC) vapors in the subsurface of the subject property caused by the release 

of vapors from contaminated soil or groundwater either on or near the subject property 

as identified by Tier 1 or Tier 2 procedures outlined in ASTM Standard Guide for Vapor 

Encroachment Screening on Property Involved in Real Estate Transactions (E2600-10).  

 

24. Very Small Quantity Generators (VSQG) (formerly Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity 

Generator (CESQG)) – handler generates, transports, stores, or treats one hundred 

(100) kilograms or less of hazardous waste per calendar month and accumulates one 

thousand (1000) kilograms or less of hazardous waste at any time. 

 

2.3 DETAILED SCOPE OF SERVICES 

This Phase I ESA is based on the scope of services defined in the TriMedia Technical and 

Cost Proposal dated September 26, 2022, and accepted by Mr. Gerald Corkin, Chairperson 

of the Marquette County Board of Commissioners, on October 27, 2022.  The scope of 

services included a site reconnaissance, regulatory and historical records review, interviews 
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with individuals knowledgeable about the subject property, and development of this report 

in accordance with ASTM E1527-13, Standard Practice for Environmental Site 

Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process.  

  

The following are not typically part of an ASTM E1527-13 Phase I ESA and were not 

included in the scope of services provided by TriMedia: asbestos and radon sampling, 

groundwater sampling and analysis, mold assessment, lead-based paint inspection and 

analysis, lead in drinking water analysis, wetland delineation, regulatory compliance 

(includes health and safety), indoor air quality analysis, and Endangered Species Act.  

 

2.4 SIGNIFICANT ASSUMPTIONS 

No significant assumptions were made in this Phase I ESA.  

 

2.5 LIMITATIONS AND EXCEPTIONS 

Other than the usual time and budgetary constraints established by the Technical and Cost 

Proposal accepted by Sawyer International Airport and Business Center for this Phase I 

ESA, and the usual circumstance that not all historical sources listed in the ASTM Standard 

were reasonably ascertainable, no significant limitations were encountered during the 

development of this Phase I ESA.   

 

No warranty, either expressed or implied, can be made that conditions observed at the site 

are representative of all areas of the subject property.  Data collected for this Phase I ESA 

were obtained for the purpose stated and should not be used for reasons other than those 

intended. The conditions reported herein apply only to those specific locations and times at 

which the work was completed.  Conclusions made in this Phase I ESA are based on 

reasonably ascertainable information and data and represent the professional judgment and 

interpretations of TriMedia. 

 

2.6 SPECIAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS  

 No special terms or conditions apply to this report. 

 

2.7 USER RELIANCE  

This Phase I ESA is prepared for the exclusive use and reliance of Sawyer International 

Airport and Business Center.  Use or reliance by any other party is prohibited without the 

written authorization of Sawyer International Airport and Business Center and TriMedia.  

 

Environmental conditions and regulations are continually evolving and are subject to change 

and interpretation.  Do not assume current conditions and/or regulatory positions will remain 

constant.  Furthermore, because the data contained within this Phase I ESA are subject to 

professional interpretation, other professionals may reach differing conclusions. 
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Continued viability of this report is subject to ASTM E1527-13 Sections 4.6 and 4.7.  If the 

Phase I ESA will be used by a different user (third party) than the user for whom the ESA 

was originally prepared, the third party must also satisfy the user’s responsibilities in Section 

6 of ASTM E1527-13. 

 

 

3.0 USER PROVIDED INFORMATION 

 

Mr. Duane DuRay, Director of Operations/Airport Manager of Sawyer International Airport and 

Business Center, completed the User Questionnaire on November 29, 2022. Mr. DuRay provided 

the following information on the subject property. 

 

3.1 TITLE RECORDS 

A title search and search of judicial records for environmental liens and activity and use 

limitations (AULs) were not provided by Sawyer International Airport. TriMedia assumes the 

client is evaluating this information outside the context of this report. 

 

3.2 ENVIRONMENTAL LIENS OR ACTIVITY AND USE LIMITATIONS 

Mr. DuRay indicated the presence of an environmental liens or AULs in connection with the 

site. Navigational precautions must be adhered to as per Part 77 of the Federal Aviation 

Administration (FAA) regulations.  

 

3.3 SPECIALIZED KNOWLEDGE OR EXPERIENCE 

Mr. DuRay does not have specialized knowledge of the subject property. 

 

3.4 COMMONLY KNOWN OR REASONABLY ASCERTAINABLE INFORMATION 

Mr. DuRay does have knowledge of commonly known or reasonably ascertainable 

information regarding the subject property or adjoining properties. Mr. DuRay reported the 

property was previously used as part of an Air Force Base and various hazardous materials 

may have been stored or used.  He reports that currently the structure is in various levels of 

deterioration and may contain asbestos, lead-based paints, mold, and other hazardous 

materials.  

    

3.5 VALUATION REDUCTION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 

According to Mr. DuRay the structure is believed to contain lead-based paint, asbestos, 

mold, and possibly other hazardous materials. He recommends personal protective 

equipment (PPE) when entering the structure. 

 

3.6 OWNER, PROPERTY MANAGER, AND OCCUPANT INFORMATION 

Mr. DuRay oversees operations of the airport and surrounding properties. The subject 

property is currently vacant. 
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3.7 REASONS FOR PERFORMING PHASE I ESA 

This Phase I ESA was commissioned by Sawyer International Airport and Business Center 

in connection with demolishing structures on the subject property.   

 

 

4.0 RECORDS REVIEW 

 

4.1 STANDARD ENVIRONMENTAL RECORD SOURCES 

 TriMedia conducted a review of regulatory agency files to determine if the subject property 

and/or adjacent properties are, or were, known sites of environmental contamination. 

Reasonably ascertainable environmental record sources were investigated, and standard 

sources were reviewed by TriMedia.  A summary report of the review, provided by 

Environmental Data Resources, Inc. (EDR) as the EDR Radius MapTM Report with 

GeoCheck® (EDR Radius Map Report), is included in Appendix D: Regulatory 

Documentation. A number of environmental data sources were reviewed, and documented 

sites were found within the ASTM E1527-13 search radius around the subject property.  The 

following data sources were investigated:  

 

Federal Databases 

Database Description 
Radius 

(miles) 
Sites 

NPL 

The NPL is the USEPA’s database of uncontrolled or 

abandoned hazardous waste facilities that have been listed for 

priority remedial actions under the Superfund Program. 

1.0 0 

NPL (Proposed) Proposed National Priority List Sites 1.0 0 

NPL (Delisted) 
The NPL Delisted refers to facilities that have been removed 

from the NPL. 
1.0 0 

NPL LIENS Federal Superfund Liens Site 0 

SEMS 

The Superfund Enterprise Management System (SEMS) 

tracks hazardous waste sites, potentially hazardous waste 

sites, and remedial activities performed in support of EPA’s 

Program across the United States. The list was formerly known 

as CERCLIS, renamed SEMS by the EPA in 2015. The list 

contains data on potentially hazardous waste sites that have 

been reported to the USEPA by states, municipalities, private 

companies, and private persons, pursuant to Section 103 of 

the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, 

and Liability Act (CERCLA).  This dataset also contains sites 

which are either proposed to or on the NPL and site which are 

in the screening and assessment phase for possible inclusion 

on the NPL. 

0.5 0 



  

 

 
- 8 - 

Phase I ESA 
Building 610, Gwinn, MI   
Project Number 2021-2800 
 

Database Description 
Radius 

(miles) 
Sites 

SEMS - 

ARCHIVE 

The Superfund Enterprise Management System - Archive 

tracks sites that have no further interest under the Federal 

Superfund Program. The list was formerly known as the 

CERCLIS-NFRAP, renamed by EPA in 2015. Archived sites 

have been removed and archived from the inventory of SEMS 

sites. Archived status indicates that, to the best of EPA’s 

knowledge, assessment at a site has been completed and that 

EPA has determined no further steps will be taken to list the 

site on the NPL. 

0.5 0 

RCRA 

CORRACTS/ 

TSD 

The USEPA maintains a database of RCRA facilities 

associated with treatment, storage, and disposal (TSD) of 

hazardous waste that are undergoing “corrective action.”  A 

“corrective action” order is issued when there has been a 

release of hazardous waste or constituents into the 

environment from a RCRA facility. 

1.0 0 

RCRA Non-

CORRACTS/ 

TSD 

The RCRA Non-CORRACTS/TSD Database is a compilation 

by the USEPA of facilities which report storage, transportation, 

treatment, or disposal of hazardous waste.  Unlike the RCRA 

CORRACTS/TSD database, the RCRA Non-CORRACTS/TSD 

database does not include RCRA facilities where corrective 

action is required. 

0.5 0 

RCRA 

Generators 

The RCRA Generators database, maintained by the USEPA, 

lists facilities that generate hazardous waste as part of their 

normal business practices.  Generators are listed as large, 

small, or conditionally exempt.  LQGs produce at least 1000 

kg/month of non-acutely hazardous waste or 1 kg/month of 

acutely hazardous waste.  SQGs produce 100-1000 kg/month 

of non-acutely hazardous waste.  VSQGs are those that 

generate less than 100 kg/month of non-acutely hazardous 

waste. 

0.25 3 

RCRA NonGen / 

NLR 

The RCRA-NonGen database, maintained by the USEPA, lists 

facilities that were previously listed in the RCRA Generators 

database but no longer generate hazardous waste as part of 

their normal business practices (No Longer Regulated).   

0.25 2 

ERNS 

The ERNS is a listing compiled by the USEPA on reported 

releases of petroleum and hazardous substances to the air, soil 

and/or water. 

Subject 

Property 
0 

HMIRS Hazardous Materials Information Reporting System 
Subject 

Property 
0 
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Database Description 
Radius 

(miles) 
Sites 

IC / EC 

A listing of sites with engineering and/or institutional controls in 

place.  Engineering controls include various forms of caps, 

building foundations, liners, and treatment methods to create 

pathway elimination for regulated substances to enter 

environmental media or effect human health.  Institutional 

controls include administrative measures, such as 

groundwater use restrictions, construction restrictions, 

property use restrictions, and post remediation care 

requirements intended to prevent exposure to contaminants 

remaining on site.  Deed restrictions are generally required as 

part of the institutional controls. 

0.5 0 

DOD Department of Defense Sites 1.0 0 

FUDS Formerly Used Defense Sites 1.0 1 

US 

BROWNFIELDS 
A listing of Brownfield Sites 0.5 3 

CONSENT Superfund (CERCLA) Consent Decrees 1.0 0 

ROD Records of Decision 1.0 0 

UMTRA Uranium Mill Tailings Sites 0.5 0 

ODI Open Dump Inventory 0.5 0 

TRIS Toxic Chemical Release Inventory System 
Subject 

Property 
0 

TSCA Toxic Substances Control Act 
Subject 

Property 
0  

FTTS FIFRA/TSCA Tracking System 
Subject 

Property 
0 

SSTS Section 7 Tracking Systems 
Subject 

Property 
0 

ICIS Integrated Compliance Information System 
Subject 

Property 
0 

LUCIS Land Use Control Information System 0.5 0 

RADINFO Radiation Information Database 
Subject 

Property 
0 

CDL Clandestine Drug Labs 
Subject 

Property 
0 

PADS PCB Activity Database System 
Subject 

Property 
0 

MLTS Material Licensing Tracking System 
Subject 

Property 
0 

MINES Mines Master Index File 0.25 0 

ECHO Enforcement and Compliance History Information 
Subject 

Property 
0 

FINDS Facility Index System/Facility Registry System 
Subject 

Property 
0 

RAATS RCRA Administrative Action Tracking System 
Subject 

Property 
0 
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Database Description 
Radius 

(miles) 
Sites 

2020 COR Action 

The EPA has set ambitious goals for the RCRA Corrective 

Action program by creating the 2020 Corrective Action 

Universe. This RCRA cleanup baseline includes facilities 

expected to need corrective action. 

0.25 0 

 

State Databases 

Database Description 
Radius 

(miles) 
Facilities 

State Hazardous 

Waste 

EGLE maintains a database of state equivalent CERCLIS 

facilities in the State of Michigan. 
1.0 0 

SWF/LF 
EGLE maintains a database of solid waste disposal facilities 

and landfills in the State of Michigan. 
0.5 0 

LUST 
EGLE has compiled a database of Leaking Underground 

Storage Tank in the State of Michigan. 
0.5 6 

UST 
EGLE has compiled a database of registered Underground 

Storage Tanks in the State of Michigan. 
0.25 7 

AST 
EGLE has compiled a database of registered Aboveground 

Storage Tanks in the State of Michigan. 
0.25 4 

BEA 
EGLE maintains a listing of properties in which a Baseline 

Environmental Assessment (BEA) has been conducted.   
0.5 0 

AUL Sites with institutional and/or engineering controls in place.   0.5 1 

AIRS Permit and Emissions Inventory Data 0.001 0 

DRYCLEANERS 
EGLE maintains a list of dry cleaning facilities in the State of 

Michigan.   
0.25 0 

LIENS 
EGLE maintains a list of liens placed on a property due to an 

environmental condition.   

Subject 

Property 
0 

BROWNFIELDS Brownfields Site Location Listing 0.5 0 

SPILLS The State of Michigan maintains a list of spills 
Subject 

Property 
0 

Inventory Inventory of Facilities 0.5 3 

Part 201 
EGLE maintains a database of “facilities” as defined by Part 

201 
1.0 5 

WDS Waste Data System 
Subject 

Property 
0 

 

Tribal Databases 

Database Description 
Radius 

(miles) 
Facilities 

INDIAN 

RESERVE 
Indian Reservations 1.0 0 

INDIAN LUST Leaking Underground Storage Tanks on Indian land 0.5 0 

INDIAN UST 
EGLE has compiled a database of registered Underground 

Storage Tanks on Indian land in the State of Michigan. 
0.25 0 
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EDR Proprietary Records 

Database Description 
Radius 

(miles) 
Facilities 

Manufactured 

Gas Plants 
EDR Proprietary Manufactured Gas Plants 1.0 0 

Historical Auto 

Stations 
EDR Exclusive Historic Gas Stations 0.25 2 

Historical Dry 

Cleaners 
EDR Exclusive Historic Dry Cleaners 0.25 0 

 

The following table summarizes the site-specific information provided by the database 

and/or gathered by this office for identified facilities. Sites are listed in order of proximity to 

the subject property. Distances of most of the sites were adjusted to field observed and/or 

mapped distances and should be considered approximate. In addition to the cited site-

specific information, EDR provides a generalized approximate groundwater flow direction 

based on surface topography (EDR Radius Map, Groundwater Flow Direction Information). 

According to EDR, the groundwater flow direction is to the southwest. Prior professional 

knowledge indicates groundwater flow is locally to the southeast towards Silver Lead Creek. 

Local groundwater depth is estimated to be greater than 60 feet below grade based on static 

water level data obtained from a 2020 Annual Groundwater Report for the United States Air 

Force Civil Engineer Center. 

 

Additional discussion for selected sites may follow the summary table. 

 

Listed Sites 

Site Name and Location Estimated Distance/Direction/Gradient Database Listings 

Building 610 

308 F Avenue  
Subject Property UST, LUST 

Building 603 

F Avenue and 3rd Street 

Approximately 300 feet / Southeast / 

Down gradient 
UST 

Princeton Cooperative 

502 2nd Street South 

Approximately 400 feet / South-Southeast 

/ Side gradient 
EDR Historical Auto 

406 D Avenue 
Approximately 430 feet / Southeast / 

Down gradient 

AST, UST, RCRA 

NonGen/NLR 

Building 534 

3rd Street 

Approximately 440 feet / South-Southeast 

/ Down gradient 
LUST 
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Site Name and Location Estimated Distance/Direction/Gradient Database Listings 

Boreal Aviation Inc. 

530 F Avenue 

Approximately 450 feet / Southwest / 

Down gradient 

WDS, FINDS, ECHO, 

RCRA-VSQG, AST 

RNFL Acquisition LLC 

513 4th Street 

Approximately 460 feet / North / Up 

gradient 
RCRA-VSQG 

Building 664 
Approximately 540 feet / Northeast / Side 

gradient 
UST 

Building 530 

404 D Avenue 

Approximately 620 feet / Southeast / 

Downgradient 
UST, LUST 

National Pipeline Company 
Approximately 620 feet / Northeast / Side 

gradient 
LUST 

Building 608 

C Avenue & 4th Street 

Approximately 670 feet / Northeast / Side 

gradient 
UST 

Envoy Air Inc. 

507 4th Street 

Approximately 670 feet / Northeast / Side 

gradient 

Manifest, FINDS, ECHO, 

RCRA-VSQG 

AJ Marklund 

502 N. Third Street 

Approximately 780 feet / Southeast / Side 

gradient 
EDR Historic Auto 

502 4th Street 
Approximately 700 feet / Northeast / Side 

gradient 
AST, UST 

Sawyer Iron & Metal 

400 C Avenue 

Approximately 780 feet / Southeast / Side 

gradient 
SWRCY 

Building 732 

541 9th Street 

Approximately 2,680 feet / North / Up 

gradient 
US Brownfields, FINDS 

 

Subject Property 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed the subject property, Building 610, on the LUST and 

UST databases. Building 610 is located at 308 F Avenue, although listings are inconsistent 

in database records. Further examination of the Michigan UST database indicates records 

of three USTs associated with Building 610 (Facility ID: 00006515). 
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Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-096785-15 2,000 Used Oil 02/05/1957 01/01/1992 

UTK-039452-15 2,000 Used Oil 02/05/1957 01/01/1992 

UTK-096782-15 1,000 Other (Waste JP-4) 02/05/1957 01/01/1992 

 

TriMedia submitted FOIA requests to LARA and EGLE regarding the USTs associated with 

Building 610. Documentation from LARA confirms the removal of the USTs in 1992. A 

release (C-1521-92) was discovered during the removal of the tanks on September 8, 1992. 

A Finding of Suitability to Lease (FOSL) on file with EGLE from 1995 indicates the extent of 

contamination from release had yet to be determined. Impacted groundwater and soil are 

likely to be present on the subject property. Building 610 is considered a REC. 

 

Building 603 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 603 as located at “NE Corner Ave. F & 3rd” 

on the UST database. The Michigan UST database associates two USTs with Building 603 

(Facility ID: 00015269). 

 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-102038-15 1,000 Diesel 07/23/1992 07/14/2010 

UTK-011693-15 1,000 Diesel 04/07/1981 07/07/1992 

 

TriMedia submitted FOIA requests to LARA regarding the USTs associated with Building 

603. Documentation from LARA confirms the clean removal of UTK-011693-15 in 1992 and 

of UTK-102038-15 in 2010. Given the clean closure of the USTs, Building 603 is not 

considered a REC. 

 

Princeton Cooperative 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Princeton Cooperative located at “502 2nd Street 

South” on the EDR Historical Auto database. This database is a private database kept by 

EDR of historic gas stations. The listing for Princeton Cooperative appears to be for an 

address in Princeton, MI. Princeton Cooperative is listed in error on the EDR Radius Map 

Report for the Gwinn area and is not considered a REC.  

 

406 D Avenue 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed two related entities (Marquette County and Marquette 

County Road Commission) located at 406 D Avenue on the UST, AST, and RCRA 

NonGen/NLR databases. Entities listed in the RCRA NonGen/NLR database do not 

presently generate hazardous waste. 

 

The Michigan UST database indicates one UST associated with 406 D Avenue (Facility ID: 

00039734). The owner on the listing is the Marquette County Road Commission. 

 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-055521-15 12,000 Diesel 08/27/1998 Currently In Use 
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TriMedia staff submitted a FOIA request to LARA regarding the tanks at 406 D Avenue. 

Recent inspection records indicate approval of the facility by tank inspectors. There was no 

documentation indicating a release. Given its gradient relative to the subject property, 406 

D Avenue is not considered a REC. 

 

Building 534 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 534 located on “Third Street” in the LUST 

database. Further examination of the Michigan UST database indicates records of three 

USTs associated with Building 534 (Facility ID: 00006518).  

 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-038226-15 4,000 Gasoline 02/05/1957 01/01/1992 

UTK-070771-15 14,000 Diesel 02/05/1957 01/01/1992 

UTK-070780-15 5,000 Gasoline 02/05/1957 01/01/1992 

 

TriMedia submitted a FOIA request to LARA regarding the tanks at Building 534. A release, 

C-1189-92, was confirmed upon removal of the USTs in 1992. Correspondence from EGLE 

indicates remedial activities have occurred, leading to the closure of the LUST site. Given 

the gradient of Building 534 to the subject property and clean closure of the site, Building 

534 is not considered a REC. 

 

Boreal Aviation Inc. 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Boreal Aviation, Inc. located at 530 F Avenue on the 

AST, WDS, FINDS, ECHO, and RCRA-VSQG databases. The EPA Facility Index System 

(FINDS) is a central and common inventory of facilities monitored or regulated by the EPA. 

The RCRA-VSQG designation indicates Boreal Aviation, Inc. is a very small quantity 

generator of hazardous waste. The Waste Data System (WDS) tracks activities at sites 

regulated by the Solid Waste, Scrap Tire, Hazardous Waste, and Liquid Industrial Waste 

programs. The WDS entry for Boreal Aviation, Inc. lists two citations. The entries indicate a 

return to compliance less than one month after the violations were initially noted. Neither 

entry was listed as a “high priority” in the database. The Enforcement and Compliance 

History Online (ECHO) database listing indicates the generator has active status with no 

violations noted in the previous 12 quarters.  

 

Boreal Aviation, Inc. owns an AST which is located at 199 F Avenue, downgradient from the 

subject property. Details regarding the tank are listed below.  

 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

ATK-102038-15 12,000 Other 07/08/1997 Currently In Use 
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TriMedia submitted FOIA requests to LARA and EGLE regarding the AST at 199 F Avenue. 

Documentation from LARA confirms the installation of the tank with spill prevention 

measures and secondary containment. Correspondence from EGLE indicated there were 

no files on record regarding the AST. Given the history of compliance from Boreal Aviation, 

Inc. and its gradient relative to the subject property, Boreal Aviation, Inc. is not considered 

a REC. 

 

RNFL Acquisition LLC 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed RNFL Acquisition, LLC located at 513 4th Street on 

the RCRA-VSQG database. The ECHO database indicates the generator has active status 

with no violations noted in the previous 12 quarters. There was no record of formal 

enforcement in the listing. The WDS entry for RNFL Acquisition, LLC contains operator 

information, but otherwise does not list activities. RNFL Acquisition, LLC is not considered 

a REC. 

 

Building 664 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 664 located at 407 4th Street (formerly 507 

4th Street) on the UST database. The Michigan UST database associates one UST with 

Building 664 (Facility ID: 00021869).  

 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-019325-15 2,000 Used Oil 06/16/1986 None Listed 

 

Documentation from LARA indicates a change of use for the UST. By June 16, 2011, the 

UST was being used to store washing water from a nearby hangar. A reinspection of the 

tank was conducted on July 27, 2011. EGLE/MDEQ staff from the Hazardous Materials 

Storage Division of the Upper Peninsula District Office acknowledged the change of status 

for the tank, with site assessment completed indicating no detection of release. The UST at 

Building 664 is not considered a risk to the subject property. 

 

Building 530 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 530 located at 404 D Avenue on the UST 

and LUST databases. The Michigan UST database indicates two USTs are associated with 

Building 530 (Facility ID: 00035174).  

 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-000840-15 500 None Listed 01/01/1970 05/26/1994 

UTK-007037-15 1,000 Other (WATER), 

Used Oil 

01/01/1994 12/19/2001 

 

TriMedia submitted a FOIA request to LARA regarding the USTs. Documentation confirms 

the closure of both tanks. When closing UTK-007037-15, a release (C-0068-02) was 

detected and reported on February 8, 2002. No additional documentation is on file with 
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EGLE or LARA regarding Building 530 or the associated release. Given the relative distance 

and gradient of Building 530 to the subject property, Building 530 is not considered a REC. 

 

National Pipeline Company 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed with an address of “KI Sawyer AFB” on the LUST 

database. Further examination of the Michigan UST database indicates records of a single 

UST in the listing for National Pipeline Company (Facility ID: 00018101). Documentation 

from LARA indicates the listing was an error. In correspondence dated February 19, 1999, 

a Hazardous Materials Storage Inspector in the EGLE Upper Peninsula District Office 

clarifies there never existed a tank in Gwinn at Facility #18101. The National Pipeline 

Company did have a registerable tank between Gladstone and Escanaba. National Pipeline 

Company is not a REC. 

 

Building 608 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 608 at “Ave. C 4th” on the UST database. 

The Michigan UST database indicates one UST associated with Building 608 (Facility ID: 

00006517).  

 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-033052-15 2000 Other (Waste JP-4) 02/05/1961 05/06/1990 

 

Tank deregistration records from LARA give no indication of spills or releases. Given the 

relative distance and gradient of Building 608 from the subject property, Building 608 is 

unlikely to be a REC. 

 

Envoy Air Inc. 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Envoy Air, Inc. located at 507 4th Street on the 

Manifest, FINDS, ECHO, and RCRA-VSQG databases. The ECHO database listing 

indicates the generator has active status with violations noted in each of the previous 12 

quarters. One ongoing violation relates to the which describing the waste being generated 

and removed from the site and which facilities are permitted to handle the waste. The other 

violation noted on October 11, 2021 related to the restrictions surrounding very small quality 

generators of hazardous waste, resulting in a single written informal enforcement action by 

EGLE on that date. No additional information is available on the ECHO or FINDS databases. 

The Manifest designation indicates Envoy Air, Inc. is known to transport hazardous waste 

across state lines. 
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There is an entry for Envoy Air, Inc. in the WDS database, although this was not listed in 

the EDR Radius Map™ Report. The WDS entry for Envoy Air, Inc. has record of nine 

inspections. The most recent entry from 2021 notes a violation, with a return to compliance 

the same day the violation was noted. Prior to the violation in 2021, the most recent 

violations were in 2012 and 2009 with returns to compliance one month and two months 

following the violations being noted, respectively. The remaining six entries contain no 

record of violations at the site. Envoy Air, Inc. is not considered a REC. 

 

AJ Marklund 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed AJ Marklund located at “502 North Third Street” on 

the EDR Historical Auto database. This database is a private database kept by EDR of 

historic gas stations. The listing for AJ Marklund appears to be for an address in Princeton, 

MI. AJ Marklund is listed in error on the EDR Radius Map Report for the Gwinn area and is 

not considered a REC.  

 

502 4th Street 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 609 located at 502 4th Street on the UST 

database. An additional listing on the AST database for Sawyer International Airport is listed 

at the same address. Further examination of the Michigan UST database indicates records 

of six USTs associated with Building 609 (Facility ID: 00006516).  

 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-032646-15 10,000 Gasoline 02/05/1957 05/09/1990 

UTK-032645-15 5,000 Diesel 02/05/1957 05/01/1990 

UTK-047531-15 2,000 Used Oil 01/01/1961 08/29/1991 

UTK-108297-15 5,000 Used Oil 10/30/1991 08/16/1996 

UTK-012289-15 1,000 Diesel 10/30/1991 08/17/1996 

UTK-108290-15 5,000 Used Oil 02/05/1961 08/29/1991 

 

Documentation obtained from LARA indicates two spills reported upon the closure of four 

tanks in 1990 and 1991. Spills were detected with each removal in 1990 and 1991. 

According to tank deregistration documentation, site assessments were submitted to LARA, 

although they were not included with the FOIA records sent to TriMedia staff. Records from 

LARA indicate the clean removal of two tanks (UTK-108297-15 and UTK-012289-15) in 

1996. The EDR Radius Map™ Report indicates one AST with a 1500-gallon capacity is 

currently in use. Documentation regarding the AST at 502 4th Street was requested, but 

none was provided by LARA. Given the relative distance and gradient of 502 4th Street to 

the subject property, 502 4th Street is not considered a REC. 

 

Sawyer Iron & Metal 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Sawyer Iron & Metal, located at 400 C Avenue, on 

the SWRCY database. SWRCY designates recycling facilities in the state of Michigan. 

Sawyer Iron & Metal was a transfer station for household waste. Sawyer Iron & Metal is not 

considered a REC. 



  

 

 
- 18 - 

Phase I ESA 
Building 610, Gwinn, MI   
Project Number 2021-2800 
 

Building 732 

The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 732 located at 541 9th Street on the US 

Brownfields and FINDS databases. Building 732 was listed in the Brownfield database 

(ACRES ID: 236203). The entry indicated assessments were conducted in 2013 and 2018. 

According to the entry, “no asbestos-containing building materials were found during the 

asbestos survey.” No additional hazards are indicated in the entry. As asbestos is outside 

the scope of Phase I ESAs, Building 732 is not considered a REC.   

 

Other Sites 

The remaining sites listed on the EDR Radius Map™ Report do not represent environmental 

concerns to the subject property based upon regulatory status, presumed groundwater flow 

direction, and/or relative distance from the property. 

   

Please refer to Appendix D for a copy of the EDR Radius Map Report.    

 

4.2 ADDITIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL RECORD SOURCES 

TriMedia submitted a FOIA request to the FOIA Coordinator for EGLE located in Lansing, 

Michigan for file information for the subject property. Electronic mail correspondence from 

the EGLE Remediation and Redevelopment Division indicates that a release (C-1521-92) 

was discovered during the removal of the USTs on September 8, 1992. A Finding of 

Suitability to Lease (FOSL) on file with EGLE from 1995 indicates the extent of 

contamination from release had yet to be determined. There is no additional file information 

indicating the remediation of the impacted groundwater and soil on the subject property. 

Building 610 is considered a REC. 

 

4.3 PHYSICAL SETTING SOURCES 

TriMedia used a United States Geological Survey (USGS) Topographic Map and EDR’s 

GeoCheck® option to obtain information regarding the subject property’s physical setting 

(i.e., soils, geology, hydrology, etc.).  A discussion of the physical setting features is included 

in Section 5.2.4.  

 

4.4 HISTORICAL USE INFORMATION ON THE PROPERTY 

TriMedia reviewed standard historical sources, as identified in E1527-13, to identify potential 

RECs associated with historical use of the property.  TriMedia subcontracted EDR to provide 

the following standard historical sources: 

 

4.4.1 Historical Aerial Photographs 

The EDR Aerial Photo Decade Package provided TriMedia with historical aerial photographs 

from 1939, 1951, 1964, 1975, 1981, 1993, 1998, 2006, 2009, 2012, and 2016. Selected 

photographs are summarized below. 
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Historical Aerial Photographs 

Direction Description 

Subject Property 

No structures are visible on the subject property in the photographs from 1939 

through 1951. In the 1964 photograph, the subject property is visible. The footprint 

of the subject property remains unchanged between the 1964 and 2016 aerial 

photographs.  

North 

North of the subject property, the land appears undeveloped and vegetated from 

the 1939 through 1951 aerial photographs. The land immediately to the north of the 

subject property appears partially vegetated and undeveloped in the photographs 

from 1964 to 1981. A building is visible to the north of the subject property in the 

1993 photograph. The footprint of the adjacent property north of the subject 

property remains unchanged between the 1993 and 2016 aerial photographs.  

East 

East of the subject property, the land appears undeveloped and vegetated from the 

1939 through 1951 aerial photographs. A larger building (Building 608) is visible 

east of the subject property in the 1964 aerial photograph. The footprint of the 

adjacent property east of the subject property remains unchanged between the 

1964 and 1993 aerial photographs. A relatively small building visible to the east of 

the subject property in the 1993 photograph onwards. The footprint of the properties 

east of the subject property are unchanged in the photographs from 1993 to 2016. 

South 

Lands south of the subject property appear undeveloped in the photographs from 

1939 through 1951. In the 1964 photograph, a relatively small structure is apparent 

south of the subject property. The footprint of the adjacent property south of the 

subject property remains unchanged between the 1964 and 2016 aerial 

photographs. 

West 

Lands west of the subject property appear undeveloped in the photographs from 

1939 through 1951. In the 1964 photograph, land adjacent to the west of the subject 

property consists of runways and airplane parking. In the aerial photograph from 

1964, the land west of the subject property appears partially vegetated, beyond 

which is a runway. In photographs from 1975 through 1998, land adjacent to the 

west of the subject property contain a parking lot and small buildings between the 

subject property and the runway. Aerial photographs from 2006 through 2016 show 

lands to the west with long storage buildings, possibly serving as hangers for small 

planes. 

 

4.4.2 Historical Topographic Maps 

The EDR Historical Topographic Map Report provided TriMedia with historical USGS 

topographic maps from 1932, 1952, 1975, 1985, 2014, 2017, and 2019.  Note that the 2014, 

2017 and 2019 maps only depict topography, roads and streets, and land cover.   

 

Historical Topographic Maps 

Direction Description 

Subject Property 

The subject property appears undeveloped from the earliest map from 1932. In the 

1975 map, the subject property is depicted. The subject property appears 

developed in the topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 
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Direction Description 

North 

The lands north of the subject property appear undeveloped from the 1932 through 

the 1952 topographic maps. In the 1975 map, the property to the north of the 

subject property across 4th Street appears developed with buildings present. 

Property north of the subject property appears developed in the topographic maps 

from 2014 to 2019. 

East 

The lands east of the subject property appear undeveloped from the 1932 through 

the 1952 topographic maps. In the 1975 map, buildings are present to the east of 

the subject property. Property east of the subject property appears developed in 

the topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

South 

The lands south of the subject property appear undeveloped from the 1932 through 

the 1952 topographic maps. In the 1975 map, buildings to the south of the subject 

property across 3rd Street are apparent. Land south of the subject property appears 

developed in the topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

West 

The land west of the subject property appears undeveloped from the 1932 through 

the 1952 topographic maps. In the 1975 map, a building is depicted west of the 

subject property. Land west of the subject property appears developed in the 

topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

 

4.4.3 Historical City Directories 

The EDR City Directory Abstract provided TriMedia with historical business directory (Polk’s 

City Directory) listings for the subject property’s address or addresses in proximity to the 

subject property.  Listings (if listed) were provided from 1992 to 2017 at approximate five-

year intervals.  The following table highlights findings, please refer to Appendix E for a full 

listing of addresses. 

 

Historical City Directories 

Direction Description 

Subject Property No records for the subject property were included in the City Directory. 

North No records north of the subject property were included in the City Directory. 

East No records east of the subject property were included in the City Directory. 

South 
308 Avenue F: Ramrod Industries (2000). 

401 Avenue F: Boreal Aviation Inc. (2005-2017). 

West No records west of the subject property were included in the City Directory. 

 

4.4.4 Historical Fire Insurance Maps 

Historical fire insurance maps (Sanborn Maps) were requested from EDR to evaluate past 

uses of the subject property and surrounding properties. Based on the request, EDR 

indicated Sanborn Maps were not available for the subject property and surrounding area.  

 

4.5 HISTORICAL USE INFORMATION ON SUBJECT PROPERTY 

Based on the previously described environmental records and historical sources, the current 

structure on the subject property first appeared in 1960 to serve as the Aerospace Ground 

Equipment Gas Station building on K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. Since the closure of the air 

force base in 1995, the building was used by the Marquette County Road Commission 
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(MCRC) as a location for their maintenance and staging for that section of the county. 

Following the MCRC, the Lake Superior Community Partnership (LSCP) lineman school 

leased the building for storage. 

 

Please refer to Appendix E for copies of the aerial photographs, topographic maps, and City 

Directories.  

 

4.6 HISTORICAL USE INFORMATION ON ADJOINING PROPERTIES 

Based on the previously described environmental records and historical sources, the area 

surrounding the subject property was generally developed concurrently or following the 

subject property. Building 627, adjacent to the north of the subject property, was built in 

1984. Building 627 held Dock 9 (for aerospace ground equipment). Across F Avenue to the 

west, Buildings 611 and 621 were previously located between the subject property and the 

airport runways. Building 611 was built in 1974 to house the security police. Building 621 

was constructed in 1987 for vehicle parking. Today, modern storage buildings/hangers have 

taken their place. East of the subject property are Building 607 and 608, the location of the 

supply administration and supply warehouse. South of the subject property is vacant, with 

Building 428 south of 3rd Street. Life support was housed in Building 428, built in 1958. 

 

4.7 RECORDS REVIEW SUMMARY 

Based on a review of historical information, the subject property was developed in 1961 for 

the Aerospace Ground Equipment Gas Station on K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. Since the 

closure of the air force base in 1995, the building was leased as a maintenance and staging 

area and storage facility. The use of Building 610 as a maintenance facility introduces the 

possibility of hydrocarbons being released into the soil. The historical use of Building 610 

as a maintenance facility constitutes a REC.  

 

 

5.0 SITE RECONNAISSANCE 

 

5.1 METHODOLOGY AND LIMITING CONDITIONS 

TriMedia, represented by Mr. Lance Lindberg, Senior Scientist, conducted a site 

reconnaissance of the subject property on November 4, 2022. Weather conditions at the 

time of site reconnaissance were overcast with a temperature of approximately 37 degrees 

Fahrenheit (°F). 

 

The site reconnaissance included the following:  

 

 Observation of the subject property, the subject property interior areas, and adjacent 

properties for indications of RECs; 

 

 Visual and physical observation of the periphery of the subject property and structures 
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made by walking the perimeter of the subject property, and crisscrossing the site to 

identify points of interest; 

 

 Observation of, surrounding properties, and, 

 

 Interviews with individuals, as available, familiar with the subject property’s history and 

potential environmental liabilities. 

 

5.2 GENERAL SITE SETTING 

 

5.2.1 Current Uses of the Subject Property 

The subject property is currently vacant.  

 

5.2.2 Past Uses of the Subject Property  

Based on historical sources, the subject property was built in 1961 to serve as the 

Aerospace Ground Equipment Gas Station on K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. Since the closure 

of the former air force base in 1995, the building was used by the MCRC as a location for 

their maintenance and staging for that section of the county. Following the MCRC, the LSCP 

lineman school leased the building for storage. 

 

5.2.3 Current and Past Uses of Surrounding Properties 

Based on the review of previously described environmental records and historical sources, 

and the completion of site reconnaissance activities, the area surrounding the subject 

property was generally developed concurrently or following the construction of the subject 

property in 1961. The official opening of K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base occurred on May 8, 

1959. Building 627, adjacent to the north of the subject property, was built in 1984. Building 

627 held Dock 9 (for aerospace ground equipment). Across F Avenue to the west, Buildings 

611 and 621 were previously located between the subject property and the airport runways. 

Building 611 was built in 1974 to house the security police. Building 621 was constructed in 

1987 for vehicle parking. Today, modern storage buildings/hangers have taken their place. 

East of the subject property are Building 607 and 608, the location of the supply 

administration and supply warehouse. South of the subject property is vacant, with Building 

428 south of 3rd Street. Life support was housed in Building 428, built in 1958. 

 

5.2.4 Geologic, Hydrogeologic, and Topographic Conditions 

The subject property is situated approximately 1,185 feet above mean sea level. The 

surrounding area topography is relatively flat, generally sloping to the south. The geology of 

the area consists of Cambrian stratified rock. The naturally occurring soil type on the subject 

property is Udipsamments, characterized as well drained to excessively drained sands and 

gravels. Local groundwater flow is estimated to be to the southeast in the direction of Silver 

Lead Creek. Silver Lead Creek is located approximately 3,700 feet from the subject property. 
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5.2.5 General Description of Structures 

A permanent structure currently on the subject property consists of the former Aerospace 

Ground Equipment Gas Station. The building is 25,356 square feet and is constructed of 

concrete block, metal, and wood with a slab on grade foundation. The building was used by 

the air force as a gas station, then after the air force base closed was leased by MCRC and 

the LSCP lineman school for staging and storage of equipment. 

 

5.2.6 Roads and Utilities 

The subject property is located northeast of the intersection of F Avenue and 3rd Street. 

Parking for the subject property, located on the southern side of the structure, is accessed 

from F Avenue and 3rd Street.  

 

Utilities available to the subject property consist of gas, electrical, cable/internet, and 

telephone service.  A municipal water supply and wastewater treatment facilities serve the 

subject property.  

 

5.3 SITE OBSERVATIONS 

The following table summarizes site observations and interviews. Affirmative responses 

(designated by an “X”) are discussed in more detail following the table.  Photographs of select 

items observed at the subject property are included in Appendix C. 

 

Site Features 

Category Item or Feature Observed 

Site Operations, 
Processes, and 

Equipment 

Emergency generators  

Elevators  

Air compressors X 

Hydraulic lifts  

Dry cleaning  

Photo processing  

Laboratory hoods and/or incinerators  

Waste treatment systems and/or water treatment systems  

Heating and/or cooling systems X 

Other processes or equipment X 

Aboveground 
Chemical or Waste 

Storage 

Aboveground storage tanks X 

Drums, barrels and/or containers  5 gallons X 

SDS  

Underground 
Chemical or Waste 

Storage, Drainage or 
Collection Systems 

Underground storage tanks or ancillary UST equipment  

Sumps, cisterns, catch basins and/or dry wells  

Grease traps  

Septic tanks and/or leach fields  

Oil/water separators  

Pipeline markers  

Interior floor drains X 
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Category Item or Feature Observed 

Electrical 
Transformers/ PCBs 

Pad or pole mounted transformers and/or capacitors  

Other equipment  

Releases or Potential 
Releases 

Stressed vegetation  

Stained soil   

Stained pavement or similar surface  

Leachate and/or waste seeps  

Trash, debris and/or other waste materials  

Dumping or disposal areas  

Construction/demolition debris and/or dumped fill dirt  

Surface water discoloration, odor, sheen, and/or free-floating 

product 
 

Strong, pungent, or noxious odors   

Exterior pipe discharges and/or other effluent discharges  

Other Notable Site 
Features 

Surface water bodies  

Quarries or pits  

Wells  

 

Site Operations, Processes, and Equipment 

 

Air Compressors 

An air compressor is evident in the mechanical room on the east side of the building. No 

leaks or spills from compressor oil were observed near or around the air compressor. 

 

Heating and/or Cooling Systems 

The building is heated using a natural gas furnace and no air conditioning units were 

observed. No environmental concerns were noted with the heating and cooling systems.  

 

Other Processes and Equipment 

A jet washer degreaser, hydraulic power shear, and parts washer are located on the east 

side of the building garages. The equipment is no longer in use and no spills or leaks were 

observed. The equipment should be removed for reuse, properly disposed of, or recycled 

prior to demolition activities.  

 

Aboveground Chemical or Waste Storage 

 

Aboveground Storage Tanks 

Remnants of former ASTs are evident on the adjacent property to the north. Two circular 

concrete foundations and two concrete aprons are located outside of Building 627 at the 

southeast corner. The former ASTs may have been used at the gas station at Building 610 
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which formerly used a 30,000-gallon diesel, 6,000-gallon jet fuel and 238-barrel Mogas 

storage tanks. 

 

Drums, barrels and/or containers  5 gallons 

An empty 55-gallon drum of yellow traffic paint was observed in the garage, a full 5-gallon 

bucket of hydraulic fluid and a flammable liquid cabinet containing small amounts (less than 

5-gallons) of various paints, stains and oils, lighter fluid and degreasers. The small amounts 

of flammable liquids, petroleum products and empty 55-gallon drum are no considered 

RECs to the subject property. 

 

Underground Chemical or Waste Storage, Drainage or Collection Systems 

 

Interior Floor Drains 

Floor drains are located in the men’s and women’s bathrooms, janitorial closets and garages 

within the building. The floor drains are connected to the wastewater treatment system 

located on the former air force base.  

 

5.4 SITE RECONNAISSANCE SUMMARY  

The site reconnaissance was conducted on November 4, 2022. The site reconnaissance 

identified air compressors, heating and cooling systems, parts washer, degreaser machine, 

metal shearing machine, ancillary UST equipment, and interior floor drains on the subject 

property. The former USTs and ancillary equipment located to the northeast of Building 610 

have been decommissioned and testing completed indicated a release from the UST 

system. The former UST system is considered a REC to the subject property. 

 

 

6.0 INTERVIEWS 

 

6.1 INTERVIEW WITH OWNER 

TriMedia interviewed Mr. Duane DuRay, Director of Operations at Sawyer International 

Airport and Business Center. He became the manager of the airport in 2012 and assumed 

the role of Director of Operations in 2019. Mr. DuRay indicated the subject property is 

believed to contain lead-based paint, asbestos, mold, and possibly other hazardous 

materials. He recommended the use of PPE when entering the structure. 

 

6.2 INTERVIEW WITH SITE MANAGER 

TriMedia interviewed Mr. Duane DuRay, as noted.  

 

6.3 INTERVIEW WITH OCCUPANTS 

TriMedia interviewed Mr. Duane DuRay, as noted. 
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6.4 INTERVIEWS WITH LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 

TriMedia completed a FOIA request Marquette County Health Department for environmental 

records (i.e., spills, releases, fires) regarding the subject property. The Marquette County 

Health Department indicated that there were no records on file associated with the subject 

property. TriMedia interviewed Mr. Ron Lauren, an officer of Forsyth Township Fire 

Department and Clerk for Forsyth Township. Mr. Lauren indicated no knowledge of fire at 

the subject property since the closure of the air force base in 1995. Records prior to base 

closure were unavailable. 

 

6.5 INTERVIEWS WITH OTHERS 

TriMedia did not interview others regarding the subject property.   

 

 

7.0 FINDINGS 

 

After a review of environmental records, site reconnaissance, review of historical data, and select 

interviews, TriMedia found indication of two (2) Recognized Environmental Conditions (REC) 

associated with the subject property.  The identified RECs include: 

 

 A release (C-1521-92) was discovered during the removal of three underground storage 

tanks (USTs) on September 8, 1992. A Finding of Suitability to Lease (FOSL) on file with 

EGLE from 1995 indicates the extent of contamination from the release had yet to be 

determined. No additional file information detailing remediation at Building 610 was 

available. Impacted groundwater and soil are likely to be present on the subject property. 

 

 The building has historically been used as a gas station and maintenance facility for military 

vehicles. The use of Building 610 as a maintenance facility introduces the possibility of 

hydrocarbons being released into the subsurface environment. The historical use of Building 

610 as a gas station and maintenance facility constitutes a REC. 

 

 

8.0 OPINION 

 

Based on reasonably ascertainable information compiled by TriMedia, as well as information and 

data provided by other select individuals and/or agencies during the completion of this Phase I ESA, 

it is our professional opinion the results of the Phase I ESA have revealed evidence suggesting the 

presence of current environmental concerns regarding the subject property. 
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9.0 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

TriMedia has performed a Phase I ESA in conformance with the scope and limitations of ASTM 

Practice E1527-13 for property located at 308 F Avenue in Gwinn, Michigan.  Any exceptions to, or 

deletions from, this practice are described in Section 10.0 of this report.  This assessment has 

revealed evidence of two RECs in connection with the subject property. Based on the results of the 

Phase I ESA, the depth of groundwater in the vicinity (>60 feet), and the intended demolition 

activities proposed for the subject property, no further evaluation of the identified RECs is required 

at this time. TriMedia does recommend the following mitigation procedures during demolition 

activities: 

 

 If suspect contaminated soil and/or groundwater is encountered during demolition activities, 

characterization and/or monitoring of the material should be conducted during excavation 

and earth moving activities. 

 

 Demolition contractors and personnel who may encounter contaminated soil and/or 

groundwater should wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) as required with 

state and/or federal requirements for worker safety. 

 

 A site-specific Health and Safety Plan (HASP) shall be the responsibility of the demolition 

contractor to address the RECs identified. 

 

 

10.0 DEVIATIONS 
 

TriMedia has performed this Phase I ESA in conformance with the scope and limitations of ASTM 

Practice E1527-13.  TriMedia relied on the information and data provided by other organizations 

specifically denoted herein. TriMedia used its education, experience, and professional judgment to 

conduct this Phase I ESA.   

 

 

11.0 ADDITIONAL SERVICES  

 

No additional services were included as part of this Phase I ESA. 
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12.0 REFERENCES 

 
  

Name of Data Source 
Date of Initial 

Inquiry 

Date of Most 
Recently 
Provided 

Information 

Supporting 
Documentation 

Duane DuRay 
Director of Operations 
Sawyer International Airport and 
Business Center 
125 G Avenue 
Gwinn, Michigan 49841 
(906) 346-3308 

November 22, 2022 December 5, 2022 User Questionnaire, 
interview information as 
noted in this report 

Marquette County Health Department 
Environmental Health 
184 U.S. 41 East 
Marquette, Michigan 49855 
(906) 475-4195 
ehadmin@mqtco.org 

November 23, 2022 December 7, 2022 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

EGLE – FOIA Coordinator 
Department of Environmental, Great 
Lakes, and Energy 
P.O. Box 30473 
Lansing, MI 48909-7973 
800-662-9278                                        
EGLE-FOIA@michigan.gov 

November 22, 2022 January 10, 2023 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

LARA – FOIA Coordinator  
Department of Licensing and  
Regulatory Affairs  
Ottawa Building  
611 W. Ottawa  
P.O. Box 30004  
Lansing, MI 48909-7973  
517-335-3327  
LARAFOIAInfo@michigan.gov 

November 25, 2022 December 21, 2022 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

Ron Lauren - Officer 

Forsyth Township Fire Department 

186 West Flint Street 

Gwinn, Michigan 49841 

(906) 346-9217 

December 5, 2022 January 5, 2023 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

Environmental Data Resources Inc. 
6 Armstrong Road, 4th Floor 
Shelton, CT 06484 
1-800-352-6802 

November 7, 2022 November 8, 2022 Sanborn maps, topographic 
maps, environmental 
database records, aerial 
photographs 
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13.0  SIGNATURES OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONALS 

We declare that, to the best of our professional knowledge and belief, we meet the definition of 

Environmental Professional as defined in §312.10 of 40 CFR 312.  We have specific qualifications 

based on education, training, and experience to assess a property.  We have developed and 

performed all appropriate inquiries in conformance with the standards and practices set forth in 40 

CFR Part 312. 

2/7/2023  

Lance Lindberg  Date 

Project Manager / Senior Scientist 

2/7/2023 

Helen Amiri Date 

Staff Engineer 

2/7/2023 

Ryan J. Whaley Date 

Environmental Manager 
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14.0 QUALIFICATIONS OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONALS 

 

Lance Lindberg 

Project Manager/Senior Scientist 

llindberg@trimediaee.com 
 

Summary of Professional Experience 

Mr. Lindberg is an environmental scientist with over 30 years of experience with a strong 

background in environmental due diligence. His areas of specialty include Phase I/II environmental 

site assessments and baseline environmental assessments; asbestos surveys and lead-based 

paint inspections, CERCLA and RCRA facility investigations; and soil and groundwater 

contamination and remediation. Mr. Lindberg has conducted site investigations and closures 

associated with Part 201 of Michigan’s Public Act 451 and underground storage tank (UST) 

regulations of Michigan’s Part 213 of Public Act 451. Mr. Lindberg’s experience also includes direct 

involvement with on-site activities associated with environmental investigation and remediation 

projects.  

 

Mr. Lindberg is responsible for project management, regulatory and client contact, evaluation and 

assessment of contaminated sites, field activities and preparation of reports. He has coordinated 

and conducted environmental investigations, groundwater monitoring, free product monitoring and 

removal, soil disposal, and remediation system installation and operation. He has conducted site 

inspections to meet the requirements of SWPPs, SPCCs and PIPPs at industrial sites. Mr. Lindberg 

is also experienced in preparing bid specifications, work plans, supervising field operations and 

remediation activities, coordinating and conducting sampling activities and permitting. He has 

coordinated the sampling and disposal/recycling of nonhazardous and hazardous materials for 

clients. 

 

Certifications 

 Licensed Asbestos Inspector, State of Michigan (A35442) 

 OSHA 40-Hour Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response 

 Mine Safety and Health Administration 24-Hour Training 

 State of Michigan Storm Water Management Operator - Construction Site (C-12598) 

 State of Michigan Storm Water Management Operator - Industrial Site (I-08446) 

 American Red Cross First Aid and CPR 

 

Education 

 B.S. – Industrial Technology, Northern Michigan University, Marquette, Michigan  

 
 Professional Affiliations 

 Marquette County Brownfield Redevelopment Authority Board Member, 2010 to Present 
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Helen Amiri, EIT 

Staff Engineer 

hamiri@trimediaee.com 
 

Summary of Professional Experience 

Ms. Helen Amiri is an environmental engineer with an educational background centered on practical 

application. As part of her master’s program, she served in the South Pacific as a Peace Corps 

Water and Sanitation Hygiene Specialist, working with rural island communities, government 

agencies, and international nongovernmental organizations to improve water and sanitation 

infrastructure.  

 

Ms. Amiri has experience which includes consulting with industry for stormwater compliance, 

wastewater treatment and hazardous material disposal. She has experience writing Phase I 

Environmental Site Assessments and has assisted with air quality compliance reporting. She has 

written environmental baselines to establish conservation easements and has experience 

performing conservation compliance monitoring. 

 
Ms. Amiri has years of experience in drilling environments, supporting domestic well water and 

geotechnical drilling teams in isolated settings. Prior to joining TriMedia, she was co-owner of a 

drilling company in Vanuatu, where she coordinated with diverse teams on a variety of development 

projects. 

 

Certifications 

 E.I.T., State of Michigan 

 OSHA 40-Hour Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response 

 Mine Safety and Health Administration 24-Hour Training 

 State of Michigan Storm Water Operator – Construction Sites (#23518) 

 State of Michigan Storm Water Operator – Industrial Sites (#18931)  

 American Heart Association CPR and First Aid 

 

Education 

 M.S. – Environmental Engineering, Michigan Technological University, Houghton, 

Michigan. 

 Graduate Certificate – Sustainable Water Resource Systems, Michigan Technological 

University, Houghton, Michigan. 

 M.A. (Hons.) – International Relations and Film Studies, University of St. Andrews, St. 

Andrews, United Kingdom. 

 
 Professional Affiliations 

 Marquette County Solid Waste Management Authority Board Member, 2022 to Present 
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Ryan Whaley, CHMM, REHS 

Environmental Manager 

rwhaley@trimediaee.com 
 

Summary of Professional Experience   

Mr. Whaley lends his expertise on projects involving subsurface soil and water characterization, 

environmental site assessments, and regulatory compliance.  

 

Mr. Whaley has considerable experience in the environmental and regulatory compliance industry.  

Areas of expertise include underground storage tank management, site characterization and 

investigation, remediation, environmental monitoring and permitting, waste management, 

brownfield redevelopment, environmental drilling and the investigation and cleanup of accidental 

spills. 

 

Additionally, Mr. Whaley supports client communication through development of written reports and 

correspondence, dissemination and compilation of technical data, project planning and scheduling, 

and familiarity with environmental regulations.   

 

Mr. Whaley completed his Bachelor of Science degree from Ball State University in Natural 

Resources and Environmental Management with an emphasis on Land Management. 

 

Certifications 

 CHMM – Certified Hazardous Material Manager – Institute of Hazardous Materials 

Managers (IHMM) 

 REHS/RS – Registered Environmental Health Specialist/Registered Sanitarian - National 

Environmental Health Association (NEHA) 

 OSHA 40-Hour Hazardous Waste Operation and Emergency Response 

 

Education 

 BS – Natural Resources and Environmental Management, Ball State University, Muncie, 

Indiana 

 

 Professional Affiliations 

 National Ground Water Association 
 Certified Hazardous Materials Managers of Michigan 
 Former Executive Board Member for the Michigan Environmental Health Association 

(MEHA) 
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1.0 SUMMARY 
 
TriMedia Environmental & Engineering Services, LLC (TriMedia) was retained by Sawyer 
International Airport and Business Center to complete a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment 
(Phase I ESA) of a property located at 230 D Avenue in Gwinn, Michigan (“subject property”). The 
Phase I ESA was conducted in general accordance with American Society for Testing and Materials 
(ASTM) Standard Practice for Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessment Process (E1527-13). 
 
After a review of environmental records, site reconnaissance, review of historical data, and select 
interviews, TriMedia found indication of one (1) Recognized Environmental Condition (REC) and 
one (1) Controlled Recognized Environmental Condition (CREC) associated with the subject 
property.  The identified REC includes: 
 
 Documentation from the United States Air Force indicates the presence of a 

trichloroethylene (TCE) contamination plume impacting groundwater beneath the subject 
property. Records indicating the completion of remedial activities associated with the TCE 
impacts were not available; this presents a REC to the subject property. 

 
The identified CREC includes: 

 
 A site of environmental contamination (K.I. Sawyer AFB-SS-17) with documented soil and 

groundwater contamination has active land use controls, including a restriction on the use 
of groundwater. The subject property is located within the groundwater use restriction area. 
The groundwater use restriction presents a REC to the subject property. 

 
 

2.0 INTRODUCTION 
 

2.1 LOCATION AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION  
The subject property is located at 230 D Avenue in Gwinn, Michigan. The subject property 
consists of Building 725 Which is 108,161 square feet, located west of the intersection of 6th 
Street and E Avenue in Gwinn, Michigan. A legal description is contained in Appendix B. 
 
The location of the subject property is presented in Figure 1 and Figure 2, located in 
Appendix A. Please refer to Appendix C for photographs of the subject property and 
surrounding properties.  
 

2.2 PURPOSE 
The purpose of the Phase I ESA was to evaluate the subject property for the presence of 
RECs (as defined by ASTM E1527-13).  This investigative effort was conducted to provide 
the prospective owner with a basis for asserting landowner liability protections and defenses 
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(should landowner liability protections and defenses become necessary) under the 
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 
(CERCLA) (42 U.S.C. et seq.) and applicable state law. 
 
This evaluation was conducted in general accordance with ASTM Standard Practice for 
Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process (E1527-
13).  Performance of this Phase I ESA is intended to reduce, but not eliminate, uncertainty 
regarding environmental matters, while recognizing reasonable limits of time and cost.   
 
The following terms and acronyms may appear in this report: 

 
1. Aboveground Storage Tank (AST) – any tank that currently is or has in the past been 

used to contain hazardous substances or petroleum products, and which is located at 
least 90% above surface grade. 

 
2. Activity and Use Limitations (AULs) – legal (institutional controls) or physical 

(engineering controls) restrictions or limitations on the use of, or access to, a site or 
facility: (1) to reduce or eliminate potential exposure to hazardous substances or 
petroleum products in the soil, soil vapor, groundwater, and/or surface water on the 
property, or (2) to prevent activities that could interfere with the effectiveness of a 
response action, in order to ensure maintenance of a condition of no significant risk to 
public health or the environment.  

 
3.  Adjoining Property – any real property or properties the border of which is contiguous or 

partially contiguous with that of the subject property, or that would be contiguous or 
partially contiguous with that of the subject property but for a street, road, or other public 
thoroughfare separating them.     

 
4. Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generator (CESQG) – handler generates, 

transports, stores, or treats one hundred (100) kilograms or less of hazardous waste per 
calendar month and accumulates one thousand (1000) kilograms or less of hazardous 
waste at any time. 

 
5. Controlled Recognized Environmental Condition (CREC) – a recognized environmental 

condition resulting from a past release of hazardous substances or petroleum products 
that has been addressed to the satisfaction of applicable regulatory authority (for 
example, as evidenced by the issuance of a no further action letter or equivalent, or 
meeting risk-based criteria established by regulatory authority), with hazardous 
substances or petroleum products allowed to remain in place subject to the 
implementation of required controls (for example, property use restrictions, activity and 
use limitations, institutional controls, or engineering controls).  A CREC is to be listed in 
the findings section of the Phase I ESA report, and as a REC in the conclusions section 
of the Phase I ESA. 
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6. De minimis condition – a condition that generally does not present a threat to human 
health or the environment and that generally would not be the subject of an enforcement 
action if brought to the attention of appropriate governmental agencies.  Conditions 
determined to be de minimis conditions are not recognized environmental conditions nor 
controlled recognized environmental conditions. 

 
7. EGLE – Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy, formerly the 

Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) prior to April 22, 2019.   
 

8. Environmental Lien - a charge, security, or encumbrance upon title to a property to 
secure payment of a cost, damage, debt, obligation, or duty arising out of response 
actions, clean-up, or other remediation of hazardous substances or petroleum products 
upon a property, including (but not limited to) liens imposed pursuant to CERCLA 42 
USC 9607(1) & 9607(r) and similar state or local laws. 

 
9. Fire Insurance Maps - maps produced for private fire insurance companies (i.e., 

Sanborn Maps) that indicate historical uses of properties at specific dates. 
 
10. Hazardous Substance - a substance defined as a hazardous substance pursuant to 

CERCLA 42 USC 9601(14) as interpreted by EPA regulations and the courts. 
 

11. Historical Recognized Environmental Condition (HREC) – a past release of any 
hazardous substances or petroleum products that has occurred in connection with the 
property and has been addressed to the satisfaction of the applicable regulatory 
authority or meeting unrestricted use criteria established by a regulatory authority, 
without subjecting the property to any required controls (for example, property use 
restrictions, activity and use restrictions, institutional controls, or engineering controls).    

 
12. Large Quantity Generator (LQG) – handler generates, transports, stores, or treats over 

one thousand (1000) kilograms of hazardous waste or over one kilogram of acutely 
hazardous waste per calendar month. 

 
13. LUST – an underground storage tank on the State of Michigan list of leaking 

underground storage tank sites. 
 

14. Material Threat – a physically observable or obvious threat which is reasonably likely to 
lead to a release that is threatening and may result in a negative impact to public health 
or the environment. 

 
15. Migrate/migration – for purposes of this practice, “migrate” and “migration” refers to the 

movement of hazardous substance or petroleum products in any form, including, for 
example, solid and liquid at the surface or subsurface, and vapor in the subsurface. 
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16. PCB - Polychlorinated Biphenyl. 
 

17. Petroleum Products - petroleum, including crude oil or any fraction thereof which is not 
otherwise specifically listed or designated as a hazardous substance under CERCLA 42 
USC, including natural gas, natural gas liquids, and synthetic gas usable for fuel.  
 

18. Physical Setting Sources - sources that provide information about the geologic, 
hydrogeologic, or topographical characteristics of the site. 

 
19. Reasonably Ascertainable - information that is (1) publicly available, (2) obtainable from 

a source within reasonable time and cost constraints, and (3) practically reviewable. 
 

20. Recognized Environmental Condition (REC) – the presence or likely presence of any 
hazardous substances or petroleum products in, on, or at a property: (1) due to release 
to the environment; (2) under conditions indicative of a release to the environment; or 
(3) under conditions that pose a material threat of a future release to the environment.  
De minimis conditions are not recognized environmental conditions. 

 
21. Small Quantity Generator (SQG) – handler generates, transports, stores, or treats more 

than one hundred (100) and less than one thousand (1,000) kilograms of hazardous 
waste during any calendar month and accumulates less than six thousand (6,000) 
kilograms of hazardous waste at any time. 

 
22. Underground Storage Tank (UST) - any tank, including underground piping connected 

to the tank, that is or has been used to contain hazardous substances or petroleum 
products and the volume of which is 10% or more beneath surface grade. 

 
23. Vapor Encroachment Condition (VEC) – the presence or likely presence of chemical of 

concern (COC) vapors in the subsurface of the subject property caused by the release 
of vapors from contaminated soil or groundwater either on or near the subject property 
as identified by Tier 1 or Tier 2 procedures outlined in ASTM Standard Guide for Vapor 
Encroachment Screening on Property Involved in Real Estate Transactions (E2600-10).  

 
24. Very Small Quantity Generators (VSQG) (formerly Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity 

Generator (CESQG)) – handler generates, transports, stores, or treats one hundred 
(100) kilograms or less of hazardous waste per calendar month and accumulates one 
thousand (1000) kilograms or less of hazardous waste at any time. 

 

2.3 DETAILED SCOPE OF SERVICES 
This Phase I ESA is based on the scope of services defined in the TriMedia Technical and 
Cost Proposal dated September 26, 2022, and accepted by Mr. Gerry Corkin, Chairman of 
the Marquette County Board of Commissioners, on October 27, 2022.  The scope of 
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services included a site reconnaissance, regulatory and historical records review, interviews 
with individuals knowledgeable about the subject property, and development of this report 
in accordance with ASTM E1527-13, Standard Practice for Environmental Site 
Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process.  
  
The following are not typically part of an ASTM E1527-13 Phase I ESA and were not 
included in the scope of services provided by TriMedia: asbestos and radon sampling, 
groundwater sampling and analysis, mold assessment, lead-based paint inspection and 
analysis, lead in drinking water analysis, wetland delineation, regulatory compliance 
(includes health and safety), indoor air quality analysis, and Endangered Species Act.  
 

2.4 SIGNIFICANT ASSUMPTIONS 
No significant assumptions were made in this Phase I ESA.  
 

2.5 LIMITATIONS AND EXCEPTIONS 
Other than the usual time and budgetary constraints established by the Technical and Cost 
Proposal accepted by Sawyer International Airport and Business Center for this Phase I 
ESA, and the usual circumstance that not all historical sources listed in the ASTM Standard 
were reasonably ascertainable. Due to significant quantities of debris and fallen ceiling tiles 
throughout the building’s interior and a locked door labeled “Flammable Storage Area” on 
the south side, a thorough inspection of all areas of the building’s interior was limited. No 
other significant limitations were encountered during the development of this Phase I ESA.   
 
No warranty, either expressed or implied, can be made that conditions observed at the site 
are representative of all areas of the subject property.  Data collected for this Phase I ESA 
were obtained for the purpose stated and should not be used for reasons other than those 
intended. The conditions reported herein apply only to those specific locations and times at 
which the work was completed.  Conclusions made in this Phase I ESA are based on 
reasonably ascertainable information and data and represent the professional judgment and 
interpretations of TriMedia. 
 

2.6 SPECIAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS  
 No special terms or conditions apply to this report. 
 

2.7 USER RELIANCE  
This Phase I ESA is prepared for the exclusive use and reliance of Sawyer International 
Airport and Business Center.  Use or reliance by any other party is prohibited without the 
written authorization of Sawyer International Airport and Business Center and TriMedia.  
 
Environmental conditions and regulations are continually evolving and are subject to change 
and interpretation.  Do not assume current conditions and/or regulatory positions will remain 
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constant.  Furthermore, because the data contained within this Phase I ESA are subject to 
professional interpretation, other professionals may reach differing conclusions. 
 
Continued viability of this report is subject to ASTM E1527-13 Sections 4.6 and 4.7.  If the 
Phase I ESA will be used by a different user (third party) than the user for whom the ESA 
was originally prepared, the third party must also satisfy the user’s responsibilities in Section 
6 of ASTM E1527-13. 
 
 

3.0 USER PROVIDED INFORMATION 

 
Mr. Duane DuRay, Director of Operations/Airport Manager of Sawyer International Airport and 
Business Center, completed the User Questionnaire on November 29, 2022. Mr. DuRay provided 
the following information on the subject property. 
 

3.1 TITLE RECORDS 
A title search and search of judicial records for environmental liens and activity and use 
limitations (AULs) were not provided by Sawyer International Airport. TriMedia assumes the 
client is evaluating this information outside the context of this report. 
 

3.2 ENVIRONMENTAL LIENS OR ACTIVITY AND USE LIMITATIONS 
Mr. DuRay indicated the presence of an environmental liens or AULs in connection with the 
site. Navigational precautions must be adhered to as per Part 77 of the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) regulations.  
 

3.3 SPECIALIZED KNOWLEDGE OR EXPERIENCE 
Mr. DuRay does not have specialized knowledge of the subject property. 
 

3.4 COMMONLY KNOWN OR REASONABLY ASCERTAINABLE INFORMATION 
Mr. DuRay does have knowledge of commonly known or reasonably ascertainable 
information regarding the subject property or adjoining properties. Mr. DuRay reported the 
property was previously used as part of an Air Force Base and various hazardous materials 
may have been stored or used.  He reports that currently the structure is in various levels of 
deterioration and may contain asbestos, lead-based paints, mold, and other hazardous 
materials.  
    

3.5 VALUATION REDUCTION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
According to Mr. DuRay the structure is believed to contain lead-based paint, asbestos, 
mold, and possibly other hazardous materials. He recommends personal protective 
equipment (PPE) when entering the structure. 
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3.6 OWNER, PROPERTY MANAGER, AND OCCUPANT INFORMATION 
Mr. DuRay oversees operations of the airport and surrounding properties. The subject 
property is currently vacant. 
 

3.7 REASONS FOR PERFORMING PHASE I ESA 
This Phase I ESA was commissioned by Sawyer International Airport and Business Center 
in connection with demolishing structures on the subject property.   
 
 

4.0 RECORDS REVIEW 

 
4.1 STANDARD ENVIRONMENTAL RECORD SOURCES 
 TriMedia conducted a review of regulatory agency files to determine if the subject property 

and/or adjacent properties are, or were, known sites of environmental contamination. 
Reasonably ascertainable environmental record sources were investigated, and standard 
sources were reviewed by TriMedia.  A summary report of the review, provided by 
Environmental Data Resources, Inc. (EDR) as the EDR Radius MapTM Report with 
GeoCheck® (EDR Radius Map Report), is included in Appendix D: Regulatory 
Documentation. A number of environmental data sources were reviewed, and documented 
sites were found within the ASTM E1527-13 search radius around the subject property.  The 
following data sources were investigated:  

 
Federal Databases 

Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Sites 

NPL 
The NPL is the USEPA’s database of uncontrolled or 
abandoned hazardous waste facilities that have been listed for 
priority remedial actions under the Superfund Program. 

1.0 0 

NPL (Proposed) Proposed National Priority List Sites 1.0 0 

NPL (Delisted) 
The NPL Delisted refers to facilities that have been removed 
from the NPL. 

1.0 0 

NPL LIENS Federal Superfund Liens Site 0 

SEMS 

The Superfund Enterprise Management System (SEMS) 
tracks hazardous waste sites, potentially hazardous waste 
sites, and remedial activities performed in support of EPA’s 
Program across the United States. The list was formerly known 
as CERCLIS, renamed SEMS by the EPA in 2015. The list 
contains data on potentially hazardous waste sites that have 
been reported to the USEPA by states, municipalities, private 
companies, and private persons, pursuant to Section 103 of 
the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, 
and Liability Act (CERCLA).  This dataset also contains sites 
which are either proposed to or on the NPL and site which are 
in the screening and assessment phase for possible inclusion 
on the NPL. 

0.5 0 



  

 

 
- 8 - 

Phase I ESA 
Building 725, Gwinn, MI   
Project Number 2021-2800 
 

Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Sites 

SEMS - 
ARCHIVE 

The Superfund Enterprise Management System - Archive 
tracks sites that have no further interest under the Federal 
Superfund Program. The list was formerly known as the 
CERCLIS-NFRAP, renamed by EPA in 2015. Archived sites 
have been removed and archived from the inventory of SEMS 
sites. Archived status indicates that, to the best of EPA’s 
knowledge, assessment at a site has been completed and that 
EPA has determined no further steps will be taken to list the 
site on the NPL. 

0.5 0 

RCRA 
CORRACTS/ 

TSD 

The USEPA maintains a database of RCRA facilities 
associated with treatment, storage, and disposal (TSD) of 
hazardous waste that are undergoing “corrective action.”  A 
“corrective action” order is issued when there has been a 
release of hazardous waste or constituents into the 
environment from a RCRA facility. 

1.0 0 

RCRA Non-
CORRACTS/ 

TSD 

The RCRA Non-CORRACTS/TSD Database is a compilation 
by the USEPA of facilities which report storage, transportation, 
treatment, or disposal of hazardous waste.  Unlike the RCRA 
CORRACTS/TSD database, the RCRA Non-CORRACTS/TSD 
database does not include RCRA facilities where corrective 
action is required. 

0.5 0 

RCRA 
Generators 

The RCRA Generators database, maintained by the USEPA, 
lists facilities that generate hazardous waste as part of their 
normal business practices.  Generators are listed as large, 
small, or conditionally exempt.  LQGs produce at least 1000 
kg/month of non-acutely hazardous waste or 1 kg/month of 
acutely hazardous waste.  SQGs produce 100-1000 kg/month 
of non-acutely hazardous waste.  VSQGs are those that 
generate less than 100 kg/month of non-acutely hazardous 
waste. 

0.25 5 

RCRA NonGen / 
NLR 

The RCRA-NonGen database, maintained by the USEPA, lists 
facilities that were previously listed in the RCRA Generators 
database but no longer generate hazardous waste as part of 
their normal business practices (No Longer Regulated).   

0.25 0 

ERNS 
The ERNS is a listing compiled by the USEPA on reported 
releases of petroleum and hazardous substances to the air, soil 
and/or water. 

Subject 
Property 

0 

HMIRS Hazardous Materials Information Reporting System 
Subject 
Property 

0 
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Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Sites 

IC / EC 

A listing of sites with engineering and/or institutional controls in 
place.  Engineering controls include various forms of caps, 
building foundations, liners, and treatment methods to create 
pathway elimination for regulated substances to enter 
environmental media or effect human health.  Institutional 
controls include administrative measures, such as 
groundwater use restrictions, construction restrictions, 
property use restrictions, and post remediation care 
requirements intended to prevent exposure to contaminants 
remaining on site.  Deed restrictions are generally required as 
part of the institutional controls. 

0.5 0 

DOD Department of Defense Sites 1.0 0 

FUDS Formerly Used Defense Sites 1.0 0 

US 
BROWNFIELDS 

A listing of Brownfield Sites 0.5 4 

CONSENT Superfund (CERCLA) Consent Decrees 1.0 0 

ROD Records of Decision 1.0 0 

UMTRA Uranium Mill Tailings Sites 0.5 0 

ODI Open Dump Inventory 0.5 0 

TRIS Toxic Chemical Release Inventory System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

TSCA Toxic Substances Control Act 
Subject 
Property 

0  

FTTS FIFRA/TSCA Tracking System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

SSTS Section 7 Tracking Systems 
Subject 
Property 

0 

ICIS Integrated Compliance Information System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

LUCIS Land Use Control Information System 0.5 0 

RADINFO Radiation Information Database 
Subject 
Property 

0 

CDL Clandestine Drug Labs 
Subject 
Property 

0 

PADS PCB Activity Database System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

MLTS Material Licensing Tracking System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

MINES Mines Master Index File 0.25 0 

ECHO Enforcement and Compliance History Information 
Subject 
Property 

0 

FINDS Facility Index System/Facility Registry System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

RAATS RCRA Administrative Action Tracking System 
Subject 
Property 

0 



  

 

 
- 10 - 

Phase I ESA 
Building 725, Gwinn, MI   
Project Number 2021-2800 
 

Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Sites 

2020 COR Action 

The EPA has set ambitious goals for the RCRA Corrective 
Action program by creating the 2020 Corrective Action 
Universe. This RCRA cleanup baseline includes facilities 
expected to need corrective action. 

0.25 0 

 
State Databases 

Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Facilities 

State Hazardous 
Waste 

EGLE maintains a database of state equivalent CERCLIS 
facilities in the State of Michigan. 

1.0 0 

SWF/LF 
EGLE maintains a database of solid waste disposal facilities 
and landfills in the State of Michigan. 

0.5 0 

LUST 
EGLE has compiled a database of Leaking Underground 
Storage Tank in the State of Michigan. 

0.5 5 

UST 
EGLE has compiled a database of registered Underground 
Storage Tanks in the State of Michigan. 

0.25 0 

AST 
EGLE has compiled a database of registered Aboveground 
Storage Tanks in the State of Michigan. 

0.25 0 

BEA 
EGLE maintains a listing of properties in which a Baseline 
Environmental Assessment (BEA) has been conducted.   

0.5 0 

AUL Sites with institutional and/or engineering controls in place.   0.5 2 

AIRS Permit and Emissions Inventory Data 0.001 0 

DRYCLEANERS 
EGLE maintains a list of dry cleaning facilities in the State of 
Michigan.   

0.25 0 

LIENS 
EGLE maintains a list of liens placed on a property due to an 
environmental condition.   

Subject 
Property 

0 

BROWNFIELDS Brownfields Site Location Listing 0.5 0 

SPILLS The State of Michigan maintains a list of spills 
Subject 
Property 

0 

Inventory Inventory of Facilities 0.5 4 

Part 201 
EGLE maintains a database of “facilities” as defined by Part 
201 

1.0 7 

WDS Waste Data System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

 
Tribal Databases 

Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Facilities 

INDIAN 
RESERVE 

Indian Reservations 1.0 0 

INDIAN LUST Leaking Underground Storage Tanks on Indian land 0.5 0 

INDIAN UST 
EGLE has compiled a database of registered Underground 
Storage Tanks on Indian land in the State of Michigan. 

0.25 0 
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EDR Proprietary Records 

Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Facilities 

Manufactured 
Gas Plants 

EDR Proprietary Manufactured Gas Plants 1.0 0 

Historical Auto 
Stations 

EDR Exclusive Historic Gas Stations 0.25 0 

Historical Dry 
Cleaners 

EDR Exclusive Historic Dry Cleaners 0.25 0 

 
The following table summarizes the site-specific information provided by the database 
and/or gathered by this office for identified facilities. Sites are listed in order of proximity to 
the subject property. Distances of most of the sites were adjusted to field observed and/or 
mapped distances and should be considered approximate. In addition to the cited site-
specific information, EDR provides a generalized approximate groundwater flow direction 
based on surface topography (EDR Radius Map, Groundwater Flow Direction Information). 
According to EDR, the groundwater flow direction to the southwest. Prior professional 
knowledge indicates groundwater flow is locally to the southeast towards Silver Lead Creek. 
Local groundwater depth is estimated to be  greater than 60 feet below grade based on 
static water level data obtained from a 2020 Annual Groundwater Report for the United 
States Air Force Civil Engineer Center. 
 
Additional discussion for selected sites may follow the summary table. 

 
Listed Sites 

Site Name and Location Estimated Distance/Direction/Gradient Database Listings 

Building 726 
249 E Avenue  

Approximately 80 feet / North / Up 
gradient 

UST  

Argonics Inc. 
520 9th Street 

Approximately 100 feet / East / Side 
gradient 

WDS, FINDS, ECHO, RCRA-
VSQG 

Building 708 
0 Parallel Taxiway 

Approximately 520 feet / East / Side 
gradient 

UST 

Building 732 
541 9th Street 

Approximately 580 feet / North / Up 
gradient 

FINDS, US Brownfields 

Building 709 
211 7th Street 

Approximately 810 feet / East / Side 
gradient 

UST, LUST, Inventory 



  

 

 
- 12 - 

Phase I ESA 
Building 725, Gwinn, MI   
Project Number 2021-2800 
 

Site Name and Location Estimated Distance/Direction/Gradient Database Listings 

225 Airport Road 
Approximately 1,120 feet / North-

Northwest / Up gradient 

PFAS, AUL, WDS, RCRA-
VSQG, FUDS, Inventory, Part 

201, BEA 

125 G Avenue 
Approximately 1,120 feet / North-

Northwest / Up gradient 
AST, AIRS, WDS, RCRA-

VSQG 

Superior Extrusion Inc. 
118 G Avenue 

Approximately 2,100 feet / North-
northeast / Up gradient 

BEA, Inventory 

Building 741 
114 G Avenue 

Approximately 2,940 feet / North-
northeast / Up gradient 

US Brownfields, FINDS, AUL, 
Part 201, WDS 

 
Subject Property 
The subject property is not listed in the EDR Radius Map™ Report. 
 
Building 726 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 726 as located at “249 East Avenue G 
(formerly 8th Street)” on the UST database. Further examination of the Michigan UST 
database indicates two USTs associated with Building 726 (Facility ID: 00015270). 
 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-057675-15 275 Diesel 04/07/1981 07/09/1992 

UTK-019028-15 550 Diesel 07/20/1992 07/22/1996 

 
TriMedia submitted a FOIA request to LARA. Correspondence dated January 13, 1994 
indicates the clean closure of UTK-057675-15. A site assessment review report dated 
September 4, 1996 confirms the clean removal of UTK-019028-15. 
 
Although the EDR Radius Map™ Report does not list Building 726 on the US Brownfields 
database, additional research indicated an entry for Building 726 (ACRES ID: 236201). 
Assessments were conducted in 2013 with an additional assessment conducted in 2018. 
The entry indicates asbestos was found in the building materials at the property. According 
to the entry, the contaminants were not cleaned up, but cleanup was not deemed necessary 
until “prior to the razing of the structure”.  As asbestos is outside the scope of this Phase I 
ESA, Building 726 is not considered a REC. 
 
Argonics Inc. 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Argonics Inc. located at 520 9th Street on the WDS, 
FINDS, ECHO, and RCRA-VSQG databases. The EPA Facility Index System (FINDS) is a 
central and common inventory of facilities monitored or regulated by the EPA. The RCRA-
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VSQG designation indicates Argonics Inc. is a very small quantity generator of hazardous 
waste. The Waste Data System (WDS) tracks activities at sites regulated by the Solid 
Waste, Scrap Tire, Hazardous Waste, and Liquid Industrial Waste programs. The WDS 
entry for Argonics, Inc. lists two compliance violations. Both violation entries (one from 2012 
and the other from 2017) indicate a return to compliance approximately one month after the 
violations were initially noted. Neither entry was listed as a “high priority” in the database. 
The Enforcement and Compliance History Online (ECHO) database listing indicates the 
generator has active status with no violations noted in the previous 12 quarters. There was 
no record of formal enforcement in the listing. Argonics Inc. is not considered a REC. 
 
Building 708 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 708 on the UST database. Further 
examination of the Michigan UST database indicates records for one UST associated with 
Building 708 (Facility ID: 00019951).  
 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-048028-15 2,000 Other (JP-4) 02/21/1983 08/28/1991 

 
TriMedia submitted a FOIA request with LARA. Documentation regarding Facility #19951 
relates to Building 7083 (located on Parallel Taxiway), not Building 708 (located at 240 D 
Avenue). The listing of Building 708 on the EDR Radius Map™ Report was an error. Building 
708 is not considered a REC. 
 
Building 732 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 732 located at 541 9th Street on the US 
Brownfields and FINDS databases. Building 732 was listed in the Brownfield database 
(ACRES ID: 236203). The entry indicated assessments were conducted in 2013 and 2018. 
According to the entry, “no asbestos-containing building materials were found during the 
asbestos survey.” A separate hazardous materials assessment report addresses asbestos 
in Building 732.  No additional hazards are indicated in the entry. Building 732 is not 
considered a REC.   
 
Building 709 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 709 located at 211 7th Street (formerly D 
Street) on the UST, LUST, and Inventory databases. The Michigan UST database indicates 
eight USTs are associated with Building 709 (Facility ID: 00006513). 
 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-004433-15 30,000 Diesel 02/06/1959 10/16/1991 

UTK-076729-15 15,000 Diesel 10/29/1991 07/20/1996 

UTK-047531-15 1,000 Used Oil 10/29/1991 07/20/1995 

UTK-076725-15 15,000 Diesel 10/29/1991 07/19/1996 

UTK-000947-15 12,000 Diesel 02/06/1959 10/16/1991 

UTK-038433-15 200 Used Oil 02/06/1959 10/16/1991 
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Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-076717-15 30,000 Diesel 02/06/1959 10/16/1991 

UTK-013293-15 30,000 Diesel 02/06/1959 10/16/1991 

 
TriMedia submitted a FOIA request to LARA. Correspondence dated January 30, 1992 
indicates the removal of five USTs in 1991. Additional documentation confirms the 
installation of three replacement tanks at Building 709. The discovery of release C-2007-91, 
reported September 26, 1991, is noted on the LARA documentation. Electronic mail 
correspondence from the EGLE’s Remediation and Redevelopment Division indicates that 
file information does not exist for Building 709 or release C-2007-91. Given the relative 
gradient and distance of Building 709 to the subject property, Building 709 is not considered 
a REC. 
 
225 Airport Road 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed the US Transportation Security Administration (TSA) 
located at 225 Airport Road on the PFAS, RCRA-VSQG, AUL, and WDS databases. The 
WDS entry for TSA contains operator information, but otherwise does not list activities, 
including any history of inspections or violations. The PFAS listing refers to the chemicals 
per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) which are a class of compounds not currently 
in scope for Phase I ESAs. A land use restriction is detailed in a declaration of restrictive 
covenants, which primarily restricts the use of groundwater. The land closest to the subject 
property in the declaration of restrictive covenants, designated FT-07, is located north of the 
domestic airport terminal.  
 
At the same address, KI Sawyer Airforce Base is listed on the FUDS, Inventory, Part 201, 
and BEA databases. The Federal Used Defense Sits (FUDS) listing showed a preliminary 
assessment had been performed at K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base and no projects were 
planned for that location. The Remediation Information Data Exchange (RIDE), operated by 
EGLE Remediation and Redevelopment Division, has an entry for K.I. Sawyer Airport. The 
entry lists multiple contaminants impacting the location including petroleum volatile and semi 
volatile organic compounds, chlorinated volatile and semi volatile organic compounds, and 
elements, metals, or other inorganics. The BEA entry indicates a Baseline Environmental 
Assessment was performed to document existing contamination. Two BEAs are on file for 
225 Airport Road, however, electronic mail correspondence from the EGLE’s Remediation 
and Redevelopment Division indicates that file information has been misplaced and is 
unavailable.  
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Documentation regarding long term groundwater monitoring, obtained through EGLE, 
indicates multiple areas impacted by contamination throughout the former Air Force Base. 
The site designated “K.I. Sawyer AFB – SS-17” includes soil use restrictions under the 
operations apron at Sawyer International Airport and a groundwater use restriction 
extending from the operations apron east beyond Kelly Johnson Memorial Highway. The 
groundwater use restriction remains active due to impacted groundwater plumes within the 
restriction area. This is considered a REC. 
125 Avenue G 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed a service building, part of the airport facilities, located 
at 125 Avenue G on the AST, AIRS, WDS, and RCRA-VSQG databases. The AIRS listing 
refers to a database of point sources of air pollution across the United States. The WDS 
entry for Sawyer International Airport listed at 125 Avenue G has record of four inspections. 
The most recent entry from 2022 notes a violation, with a return to compliance one week 
after the violation was noted. The other three entries contain no record of violation at the 
site. Documentation obtained from LARA indicates the ASTs located at 125 G Avenue are 
inspected on a triennial basis. The tanks were installed in 2005 and 2020 with overfill and 
spill protections compliant with state standards. There is no entry in RIDE for 125 G Avenue. 
The service center at 125 G Avenue is unlikely to be a REC. 

 
Superior Extrusion Inc. 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Superior Extrusion Inc. located at 118 G Avenue on 
the Inventory and BEA databases. Given the distance of the Superior Extrusion, Inc. from 
the subject property, Superior Extrusion, Inc. is not considered a REC. 
 
Building 741 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 741 on the US Brownfields and FINDS 
databases. Building 741 was listed in the Brownfield database (ACRES ID: 235322). 
Assessments were conducted in 2013 with supplemental assessments conducted in 2017. 
The entry indicates asbestos was found in the building materials at the property. According 
to the entry, the contaminants were not cleaned up, but cleanup was not deemed necessary 
until “prior to demolition and renovation activities”. As asbestos is out of scope for Phase I 
ESAs, Building 741 is not considered a REC. 

 
Other Sites 
The remaining sites listed on the EDR Radius Map™ Report do not represent environmental 
concerns to the subject property based upon regulatory status, presumed groundwater flow 
direction, and/or relative distance from the property. 
   
Please refer to Appendix D for a copy of the EDR Radius Map Report.    
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4.2 ADDITIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL RECORD SOURCES 
TriMedia submitted a FOIA request to the FOIA Coordinator for EGLE located in Lansing, 
Michigan for file information for the subject property. Electronic mail correspondence from 
the EGLE’s Remediation and Redevelopment Division indicates that file information does 
exist for the subject property. The information on file related to the finding of suitability to 
lease (FOSL) the subject property. Documentation from the United States Air Force 
prepared in 1994 acknowledged the presence of asbestos, lead-based paint, and 
groundwater contamination plumes of benzene and trichloroethylene (TCE). The benzene 
contamination plume is likely related to the aforementioned land use restriction (“SS-17”), 
which impacts the groundwater beneath the subject property. The draft FOSL also indicated 
a TCE plume was being treated beneath Building 725. No additional documentation 
indicating remedial actions had been completed was available. The groundwater 
contaminant plumes are considered a REC. 
 

4.3 PHYSICAL SETTING SOURCES 
TriMedia used a United States Geological Survey (USGS) Topographic Map and EDR’s 
GeoCheck® option to obtain information regarding the subject property’s physical setting 
(i.e., soils, geology, hydrology, etc.).  A discussion of the physical setting features is included 
in Section 5.2.4.  
 

4.4 HISTORICAL USE INFORMATION ON THE PROPERTY 
TriMedia reviewed standard historical sources, as identified in E1527-13, to identify potential 
RECs associated with historical use of the property.  TriMedia subcontracted EDR to provide 
the following standard historical sources: 
 
4.4.1 Historical Aerial Photographs 
The EDR Aerial Photo Decade Package provided TriMedia with historical aerial photographs 
from 1939, 1951, 1964, 1975, 1981, 1993, 1998, 2006, 2012, and 2016. Selected 
photographs are summarized below. 

 
Historical Aerial Photographs 

Direction Description 

Subject Property 

No structures are visible on the subject property in the photographs from 1939 
through 1951. In the 1964 photograph, the subject property is visible. The footprint 
of the subject property remains unchanged between the 1993 and 2016 aerial 
photographs.  

North 

North of the subject property, the land appears undeveloped and vegetated from 
the 1939 through 1951 aerial photographs. A building is visible to the north of the 
subject property in the 1964 photograph. The footprint of the adjacent property north 
of the subject property remains unchanged between the 1964 and 2016 aerial 
photographs.  
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Direction Description 

East 

East of the subject property, the land appears undeveloped and vegetated from the 
1939 through 1951 aerial photographs. A building is visible to the east of the subject 
property in the 1964 photograph. The footprint of the adjacent property east of the 
subject property remains unchanged between the 1964 and 2016 aerial 
photographs. 

South 

Lands south of the subject property appear undeveloped in the photographs from 
1939 through 1951. In the 1964 photograph, a parking lot is apparent south of the 
subject property. The footprint of the adjacent property south of the subject property 
remains unchanged between the 1964 and 2016 aerial photographs. 

West 

Lands west of the subject property appear undeveloped in the photographs from 
1939 through 1951. In the 1964 photograph, land adjacent to the west of the subject 
property consists of runways and airplane parking. Aerial photographs from 1964 
through 2016 show lands to the west used for air traffic operations. 

 
4.4.2 Historical Topographic Maps 
The EDR Historical Topographic Map Report provided TriMedia with historical USGS 
topographic maps from 1932, 1952, 1975, 1985, 2014, 2017, and 2019.  Note that the 2014, 
2017 and 2019 maps only depict topography, roads and streets, and land cover.   
 

Historical Topographic Maps 

Direction Description 

Subject Property 

The subject property appears undeveloped in the earliest map from 1932. A trail 
appears to go through the subject property in the 1952 topographic map. In the 
1975 map, the subject property is depicted. The subject property appears 
developed in the topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

North 

The lands north of the subject property appear undeveloped from 1932 through the 
1952 topographic map. In the 1975 map, the property adjacent to the north of the 
subject property appears developed with a building present. Property north of the 
subject property appears developed in the topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

East 

The lands east of the subject property appear undeveloped from 1932 through the 
1952 topographic map. In the 1975 map, buildings are present to the east of the 
subject property. Property east of the subject property appears developed in the 
topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

South 

The lands south of the subject property appear undeveloped from 1932 through 
the 1952 topographic map. In the 1975 map, buildings to the south of the subject 
property across 5th Street are apparent. Land south of the subject property appears 
developed in the topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

West 

The land west of the subject property appears undeveloped from 1932 through the 
1952 topographic map. In the 1975 map, runways for the air force base are 
depicted west of the subject property. Land west of the subject property appears 
developed, remaining as runways for Sawyer International Airport in the 
topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

 
4.4.3 Historical City Directories 
The EDR City Directory Abstract provided TriMedia with historical business directory (Polk’s 
City Directory) listings for the subject property’s address or addresses in proximity to the 
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subject property.  Listings (if listed) were provided from 1992 to 2017 at approximate five-
year intervals.  The following table highlights findings, please refer to Appendix E for a full 
listing of addresses. 

 
Historical City Directories 

Direction Description 

Subject Property No records for the subject property were included in the City Directory. 

North 
118 Avenue G: Superior Extrusion (2005-2017). 
125 Avenue G: Sawyer International Airport (2010-2017). 
232 Avenue G: Easy Ice and USA Safety Gear (2014-2017). 

East No records east of the subject property were included in the City Directory. 

South No records south of the subject property were included in the City Directory. 

West No records west of the subject property were included in the City Directory. 

 
4.4.4 Historical Fire Insurance Maps 
Historical fire insurance maps (Sanborn Maps) were requested from EDR to evaluate past 
uses of the subject property and surrounding properties. Based on the request, EDR 
indicated Sanborn Maps were not available for the subject property and surrounding area.  
 

4.5 HISTORICAL USE INFORMATION ON SUBJECT PROPERTY 
Based on the previously described environmental records and historical sources, the current 
structure on the subject property first appeared in 1960 to serve as the Logistics Group 
building on K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. Since the closure of the air force base in 1995, 
sections of the building have been leased. 
 
Please refer to Appendix E for copies of the aerial photographs, topographic maps, and City 
Directories.  
 

4.6 HISTORICAL USE INFORMATION ON ADJOINING PROPERTIES 
Based on the previously described environmental records and historical sources, the area 
surrounding the subject property was generally developed concurrently or following the 
subject property. Building 727, adjacent to the east of the subject property, was built in 1960. 
Building 727 housed the supply administration and supply warehouse. Building 726, north 
of the subject property, was built in 1960 to serve as the wing headquarters. Adjacent to the 
south of the subject property is a parking lot.  
 

4.7 RECORDS REVIEW SUMMARY 
Based on a review of historical information, the subject property was developed in 1960 for 
the Logistics Group for K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. Documentation prepared by the United 
States Air Force in 1994 indicates the presence of groundwater contamination plumes 
impacted with benzene and TCE. Since the closure of the air force base in 1995, portions 
of the building have been leased. Although the subject property was deemed suitable for 
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lease, the impacted groundwater and land use restrictions impacting the subject property 
constitute a REC.  
 
 

5.0 SITE RECONNAISSANCE 

 
5.1 METHODOLOGY AND LIMITING CONDITIONS 

TriMedia, represented by Mr. Lance Lindberg, Senior Scientist, conducted a site 
reconnaissance of the subject property on November 7, 2022. Weather conditions at the 
time of site reconnaissance were overcast with a temperature of approximately 35 degrees 
Fahrenheit (°F). 
 
The site reconnaissance included the following:  

 
 Observation of the subject property, the subject property interior areas, and adjacent 

properties for indications of RECs; 
 

 Visual and physical observation of the periphery of the subject property and structures 
made by walking the perimeter of the subject property, and crisscrossing the site to 
identify points of interest; 

 
 Observation of, surrounding properties, and, 

 
 Interviews with individuals, as available, familiar with the subject property’s history and 

potential environmental liabilities. 
 

5.2 GENERAL SITE SETTING 
 

5.2.1 Current Uses of the Subject Property 
Sections of the subject property are currently being leased. Sections of the subject property 
slated for demolition are currently vacant. 
 
5.2.2 Past Uses of the Subject Property  
Based on historical sources, the subject property was built in 1960 to serve as the Logistics 
Group building on K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. Since the closure of former air force base in 
1995, portions of the building have been leased. Sections currently being leased are not 
slated for demolition. 
 
5.2.3 Current and Past Uses of Surrounding Properties 
Based on the review of previously described environmental records and historical sources, 
and the completion of site reconnaissance activities, the area surrounding the subject 
property was generally developed concurrently or following the construction of the subject 
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property in 1960. The official opening of K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base occurred on May 8, 
1959. Building 726, adjacent to the north of the subject property, was built in 1960. Building 
726 housed the wing headquarters. Across G Avenue to the west, runways have operated 
prior to the construction of the subject property. East of the subject property is Building 727, 
the location of the supply administration and supply warehouse. South of the subject 
property is a parking lot. 
 
5.2.4 Geologic, Hydrogeologic, and Topographic Conditions 
The subject property is situated approximately 1,185 feet above mean sea level. The 
surrounding area topography is relatively flat, generally sloping to the south. The geology of 
the area consists of Cambrian stratified rock. The naturally occurring soil type on the subject 
property is Udipsamments, characterized as well drained to excessively drained sands and 
gravels. Local groundwater flow is estimated to be to the southeast in the direction of Silver 
Lead Creek. Silver Lead Creek is located approximately 1.0 miles from the subject property. 
 
5.2.5 General Description of Structures 
The former Logistics Group building currently exists on the subject property. The building is 
108,161 square feet and is constructed of concrete, metal, and wood with a slab on grade 
concrete foundation. The building formerly contained a dining facility, hot and cold serving 
room, offices and training rooms, barber shop, warehouse rea, demineralization water plant, 
15 kilowatt generator and a 275-gallon diesel tank. No evidence of the generator or diesel 
tank was observed at the time of the site reconnaissance. A large quantity of debris and 
fallen ceiling tiles prevented a thorough inspection of the interior of the building. 
 
5.2.6 Roads and Utilities 
The subject property is located west of the intersection of E Avenue and 6th Street. Parking 
for the subject property is accessed from G Avenue and E Avenue.  
 
Utilities available to the subject property consist of gas, electrical, cable/internet, and 
telephone service.  A municipal water supply and wastewater treatment facilities serve the 
subject property.  
 

5.3 SITE OBSERVATIONS 
The following table summarizes site observations and interviews. Affirmative responses 
(designated by an “X”) are discussed in more detail following the table.  Photographs of select 
items observed at the subject property are included in Appendix C. 
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Site Features 

Category Item or Feature Observed 

Site Operations, 
Processes, and 

Equipment 

Emergency generators  

Elevators  

Air compressors  

Hydraulic lifts  

Dry cleaning  

Photo processing  

Laboratory hoods and/or incinerators  

Waste treatment systems and/or water treatment systems  

Heating and/or cooling systems X 

Other processes or equipment  

Aboveground 
Chemical or Waste 

Storage 

Aboveground storage tanks  

Drums, barrels and/or containers  5 gallons  

SDS  

Underground 
Chemical or Waste 

Storage, Drainage or 
Collection Systems 

Underground storage tanks or ancillary UST equipment  

Sumps, cisterns, catch basins and/or dry wells  

Grease traps  

Septic tanks and/or leach fields  

Oil/water separators  

Pipeline markers  

Interior floor drains X 

Electrical 
Transformers/ PCBs 

Pad or pole mounted transformers and/or capacitors X 

Other equipment  

Releases or Potential 
Releases 

Stressed vegetation  

Stained soil   

Stained pavement or similar surface  

Leachate and/or waste seeps  

Trash, debris and/or other waste materials  

Dumping or disposal areas  

Construction/demolition debris and/or dumped fill dirt  

Surface water discoloration, odor, sheen, and/or free-floating 
product 

 

Strong, pungent, or noxious odors   

Exterior pipe discharges and/or other effluent discharges  

Other Notable Site 
Features 

Surface water bodies  

Quarries or pits  

Wells  
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Site Operations, Processes, and Equipment 
 
Heating and/or Cooling Systems 
The building is heated using a natural gas furnace and air conditioning units are believed to 
be located on the roof of Building 725. No environmental concerns were noted with the 
heating and cooling systems.  
 
Underground Chemical or Waste Storage, Drainage or Collection Systems 
 
Interior Floor Drains 
Floor drains are located in the men’s and women’s bathrooms, janitorial closets and garage 
within the building. The floor drains are connected to the wastewater treatment system 
located on the former air force base.  
 
The garage bay located on the southeast side of the building contained a metal cover which 
could not be removed and piping and / or drain on the floor of the garage. The covers and 
drains do not appear to be associated with USTs. 
 
 
 
Electrical Transformers/ PCBs 
 
Pad or pole mounted transformers and/or capacitors 
Three pad-mounted transformers are present along the east side of Building 725. The 
southernmost transformer shows evidence of leakage around it and onto the concrete pad. 
The transformer is labeled “NO PCBs” on the west side of the transformer. The remaining 
transformers did not indicate signs of leaks or spills. The leakage is most likely mineral oil 
related is not considered an REC to the subject property. In addition, three dry cell 
transformers were evident inside the east side of the building in the electrical room. No leaks 
or spills were evident around these transformers. The leaking transformer and remaining 
transformers should be properly disposed of at the time of the decommissioning activities. 

 

5.4 SITE RECONNAISSANCE SUMMARY  
The site reconnaissance was conducted on November 7, 2022. The site reconnaissance 
identified heating and cooling systems, interior floor drains and pole and pad mounted 
transformers on the subject property. No RECs were identified at the time of the site 
reconnaissance. 
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6.0 INTERVIEWS 

 

6.1 INTERVIEW WITH OWNER 
TriMedia interviewed Mr. Duane DuRay, Director of Operations at Sawyer International 
Airport and Business Center. He became the manager of the airport in 2012 and assumed 
the role of Director of Operations in 2019. Mr. DuRay indicated the subject property is 
believed to contain lead-based paint, asbestos, mold, and possibly other hazardous 
materials. He recommended the use of PPE when entering the structure. 
 

6.2 INTERVIEW WITH SITE MANAGER 
TriMedia interviewed Mr. Duane DuRay, as noted.  
 

6.3 INTERVIEW WITH OCCUPANTS 
TriMedia interviewed Mr. Duane DuRay, as noted. 
 

6.4 INTERVIEWS WITH LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 
TriMedia completed a FOIA request Marquette County Health Department for environmental 
records (i.e., spills, releases, fires) regarding the subject property. The Marquette County 
Health Department indicated that there were no records on file associated with the subject 
property. TriMedia interviewed Mr. Ron Lauren, an officer of Forsyth Township Fire 
Department and Clerk for Forsyth Township. Mr. Lauren indicated no knowledge of fire at 
the subject property since the closure of the air force base in 1995. Records prior to base 
closure were unavailable. 
 

6.5 INTERVIEWS WITH OTHERS 
TriMedia did not interview others regarding the subject property.   
 
 

7.0 FINDINGS 

 
After a review of environmental records, site reconnaissance, review of historical data, and select 
interviews, TriMedia found indication of one (1) Recognized Environmental Condition (REC) and 
one (1) Controlled Recognized Environmental Condition (CREC) associated with the subject 
property.  The identified REC includes: 
 
 Documentation from the United States Air Force indicates the presence of a 

trichloroethylene (TCE) contamination plume impacting groundwater beneath the subject 
property. Records indicating the completion of remedial activities associated with the TCE 
impacts were not available; this presents a REC to the subject property. 
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The identifies CREC includes: 
 

 A site of environmental contamination (K.I. Sawyer AFB-SS-17) with documented soil and 
groundwater contamination has active land use controls, including a restriction on the use 
of groundwater. The subject property is located within the groundwater use restriction area. 
The groundwater use restriction presents a REC to the subject property. 

 
 

8.0 OPINION 

 
Based on reasonably ascertainable information compiled by TriMedia, as well as information and 
data provided by other select individuals and/or agencies during the completion of this Phase I ESA, 
it is our professional opinion the results of the Phase I ESA have revealed evidence suggesting the 
presence of current environmental concerns regarding potential groundwater contaminant 
migration onto the subject property.   
 
 

9.0 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
TriMedia has performed a Phase I ESA in conformance with the scope and limitations of ASTM 
Practice E1527-13 for property located at 230 D Avenue in Gwinn, Michigan.  Any exceptions to, or 
deletions from, this practice are described in Section 10.0 of this report. This assessment has 
revealed evidence of two (2) RECs in connection with the subject property. Based on the results of 
the Phase I ESA, the depth of groundwater in the vicinity (>60 feet), and the intended demolition 
activities proposed for the subject property, no further evaluation of the identified RECs is required 
at this time. TriMedia does recommend the following mitigation procedures during demolition 
activities: 
 
 If suspect contaminated soil and/or groundwater is encountered during demolition activities, 

characterization and/or monitoring of the material should be conducted during excavation 
and earth moving activities. 
 

 Demolition contractors and personnel who may encounter contaminated soil and/or 
groundwater should wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) as required with 
state and/or federal requirements for worker safety. 
 

 A site-specific Health and Safety Plan (HASP) shall be the responsibility of the demolition 
contractor to address the RECs identified. 
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10.0 DEVIATIONS 
 
TriMedia has performed this Phase I ESA in conformance with the scope and limitations of ASTM 
Practice E1527-13.  TriMedia relied on the information and data provided by other organizations 
specifically denoted herein. TriMedia used its education, experience, and professional judgment to 
conduct this Phase I ESA.   
 
 

11.0 ADDITIONAL SERVICES  
 

No additional services were included as part of this Phase I ESA. 
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12.0 REFERENCES 

 
  

Name of Data Source 
Date of Initial 

Inquiry 

Date of Most 
Recently 
Provided 

Information 

Supporting 
Documentation 

Duane DuRay 
Director of Operations 
Sawyer International Airport and 
Business Center 
125 G Avenue 
Gwinn, Michigan 49841 
(906) 346-3308 

November 22, 2022 December 5, 2022 User Questionnaire, 
interview information as 
noted in this report 

Marquette County Health Department 
Environmental Health 
184 U.S. 41 East 
Marquette, Michigan 49855 
(906) 475-4195 
ehadmin@mqtco.org 

November 23, 2022 December 7, 2022 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

EGLE – FOIA Coordinator 
Department of Environmental, Great 
Lakes, and Energy 
P.O. Box 30473 
Lansing, MI 48909-7973 
800-662-9278                                        
EGLE-FOIA@michigan.gov 

November 22, 2022 January 5, 2022 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

LARA – FOIA Coordinator  
Department of Licensing and  
Regulatory Affairs  
Ottawa Building  
611 W. Ottawa  
P.O. Box 30004  
Lansing, MI 48909-7973  
517-335-3327  
LARAFOIAInfo@michigan.gov 

November 25, 2022 December 21, 2022 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

Ron Lauren - Officer 
Forsyth Township Fire Department 
186 West Flint Street 
Gwinn, Michigan 49841 
(906) 346-9217 

December 5, 2022 January 5, 2023 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

Environmental Data Resources Inc. 
6 Armstrong Road, 4th Floor 
Shelton, CT 06484 
1-800-352-6802 

November 7, 2022 November 8, 2022 Sanborn maps, topographic 
maps, environmental 
database records, aerial 
photographs 
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13.0  SIGNATURES OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONALS 

We declare that, to the best of our professional knowledge and belief, we meet the definition of 
Environmental Professional as defined in §312.10 of 40 CFR 312.  We have specific qualifications 
based on education, training, and experience to assess a property.  We have developed and 
performed all appropriate inquiries in conformance with the standards and practices set forth in 40 
CFR Part 312. 

2/7/2023  

Lance Lindberg  Date 
Project Manager / Senior Scientist 

2/7/2023 

Helen Amiri Date 
Staff Engineer 

2/7/2023 

Ryan J. Whaley Date 
Environmental Manager 
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14.0 QUALIFICATIONS OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONALS 
 

Lance Lindberg 
Project Manager/Senior Scientist 
llindberg@trimediaee.com 
 
Summary of Professional Experience 
Mr. Lindberg is an environmental scientist with over 30 years of experience with a strong 
background in environmental due diligence. His areas of specialty include Phase I/II environmental 
site assessments and baseline environmental assessments; asbestos surveys and lead-based 
paint inspections, CERCLA and RCRA facility investigations; and soil and groundwater 
contamination and remediation. Mr. Lindberg has conducted site investigations and closures 
associated with Part 201 of Michigan’s Public Act 451 and underground storage tank (UST) 
regulations of Michigan’s Part 213 of Public Act 451. Mr. Lindberg’s experience also includes direct 
involvement with on-site activities associated with environmental investigation and remediation 
projects.  
 
Mr. Lindberg is responsible for project management, regulatory and client contact, evaluation and 
assessment of contaminated sites, field activities and preparation of reports. He has coordinated 
and conducted environmental investigations, groundwater monitoring, free product monitoring and 
removal, soil disposal, and remediation system installation and operation. He has conducted site 
inspections to meet the requirements of SWPPs, SPCCs and PIPPs at industrial sites. Mr. Lindberg 
is also experienced in preparing bid specifications, work plans, supervising field operations and 
remediation activities, coordinating and conducting sampling activities and permitting. He has 
coordinated the sampling and disposal/recycling of nonhazardous and hazardous materials for 
clients. 
 
Certifications 
 Licensed Asbestos Inspector, State of Michigan (A35442) 
 OSHA 40-Hour Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response 
 Mine Safety and Health Administration 24-Hour Training 
 State of Michigan Storm Water Management Operator - Construction Site (C-12598) 
 State of Michigan Storm Water Management Operator - Industrial Site (I-08446) 
 American Red Cross First Aid and CPR 

 
Education 
 B.S. – Industrial Technology, Northern Michigan University, Marquette, Michigan  

 
 Professional Affiliations 

 Marquette County Brownfield Redevelopment Authority Board Member, 2010 to Present 
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Helen Amiri, EIT 
Staff Engineer 
hamiri@trimediaee.com 
 
Summary of Professional Experience 
Ms. Helen Amiri is an environmental engineer with an educational background centered on practical 
application. As part of her master’s program, she served in the South Pacific as a Peace Corps 
Water and Sanitation Hygiene Specialist, working with rural island communities, government 
agencies, and international nongovernmental organizations to improve water and sanitation 
infrastructure.  
 
Ms. Amiri has experience which includes consulting with industry for stormwater compliance, 
wastewater treatment and hazardous material disposal. She has experience writing Phase I 
Environmental Site Assessments and has assisted with air quality compliance reporting. She has 
written environmental baselines to establish conservation easements and has experience 
performing conservation compliance monitoring. 
 
Ms. Amiri has years of experience in drilling environments, supporting domestic well water and 
geotechnical drilling teams in isolated settings. Prior to joining TriMedia, she was co-owner of a 
drilling company in Vanuatu, where she coordinated with diverse teams on a variety of development 
projects. 
 
Certifications 
 E.I.T., State of Michigan 
 OSHA 40-Hour Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response 
 Mine Safety and Health Administration 24-Hour Training 
 State of Michigan Storm Water Operator – Construction Sites (#23518) 
 State of Michigan Storm Water Operator – Industrial Sites (#18931)  
 American Heart Association CPR and First Aid 

 
Education 
 M.S. – Environmental Engineering, Michigan Technological University, Houghton, 

Michigan. 
 Graduate Certificate – Sustainable Water Resource Systems, Michigan Technological 

University, Houghton, Michigan. 
 M.A. (Hons.) – International Relations and Film Studies, University of St. Andrews, St. 

Andrews, United Kingdom. 
 

 Professional Affiliations 
 Marquette County Solid Waste Management Authority Board Member, 2022 to Present 
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Ryan Whaley, CHMM, REHS 
Environmental Manager 
rwhaley@trimediaee.com 
 
Summary of Professional Experience   
Mr. Whaley lends his expertise on projects involving subsurface soil and water characterization, 
environmental site assessments, and regulatory compliance.  
 
Mr. Whaley has considerable experience in the environmental and regulatory compliance industry.  
Areas of expertise include underground storage tank management, site characterization and 
investigation, remediation, environmental monitoring and permitting, waste management, 
brownfield redevelopment, environmental drilling and the investigation and cleanup of accidental 
spills. 
 
Additionally, Mr. Whaley supports client communication through development of written reports and 
correspondence, dissemination and compilation of technical data, project planning and scheduling, 
and familiarity with environmental regulations.   
 
Mr. Whaley completed his Bachelor of Science degree from Ball State University in Natural 
Resources and Environmental Management with an emphasis on Land Management. 
 
Certifications 
 CHMM – Certified Hazardous Material Manager – Institute of Hazardous Materials 

Managers (IHMM) 
 REHS/RS – Registered Environmental Health Specialist/Registered Sanitarian - National 

Environmental Health Association (NEHA) 
 OSHA 40-Hour Hazardous Waste Operation and Emergency Response 

 
Education 
 BS – Natural Resources and Environmental Management, Ball State University, Muncie, 

Indiana 
 

 Professional Affiliations 
 National Ground Water Association 
 Certified Hazardous Materials Managers of Michigan 
 Former Executive Board Member for the Michigan Environmental Health Association 

(MEHA) 
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1.0 SUMMARY 
 
TriMedia Environmental & Engineering Services, LLC (TriMedia) was retained by Sawyer 
International Airport and Business Center to complete a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment 
(Phase I ESA) of a property located at 249 E Avenue in Gwinn, Michigan (“subject property”). The 
Phase I ESA was conducted in general accordance with American Society for Testing and Materials 
(ASTM) Standard Practice for Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessment Process (E1527-13). 
 
After a review of environmental records, site reconnaissance, review of historical data, and select 
interviews, TriMedia found indication of one (1) Controlled Recognized Environmental Condition 
(CREC) associated with the subject property.  The identified CREC includes: 
 
 A site of environmental contamination (K.I. Sawyer AFB-SS-17) with documented soil and 

groundwater contamination has active land use controls, including a restriction on the use 
of groundwater. The subject property is located within the groundwater use restriction area. 
The groundwater use restriction presents a REC to the subject property. 

 
 

2.0 INTRODUCTION 

 

2.1 LOCATION AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION  
The subject property is located at 249 E Avenue in Gwinn, Michigan. The subject property 
consists of Building 726 which is 31,439 square feet located southeast of the intersection of 
9th Street and G Avenue in Gwinn, Michigan. A legal description is contained in Appendix B. 
 
The location of the subject property is presented in Figure 1 and Figure 2, located in 
Appendix A. Please refer to Appendix C for photographs of the subject property and 
surrounding properties.  
 

2.2 PURPOSE 
The purpose of the Phase I ESA was to evaluate the subject property for the presence of 
RECs (as defined by ASTM E1527-13).  This investigative effort was conducted to provide 
the prospective owner with a basis for asserting landowner liability protections and defenses 
(should landowner liability protections and defenses become necessary) under the 
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 
(CERCLA) (42 U.S.C. et seq.) and applicable state law. 
 
This evaluation was conducted in general accordance with ASTM Standard Practice for 
Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process (E1527-
13).  Performance of this Phase I ESA is intended to reduce, but not eliminate, uncertainty 
regarding environmental matters, while recognizing reasonable limits of time and cost.   
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The following terms and acronyms may appear in this report: 

 
1. Aboveground Storage Tank (AST) – any tank that currently is or has in the past been 

used to contain hazardous substances or petroleum products, and which is located at 
least 90% above surface grade. 

 
2. Activity and Use Limitations (AULs) – legal (institutional controls) or physical 

(engineering controls) restrictions or limitations on the use of, or access to, a site or 
facility: (1) to reduce or eliminate potential exposure to hazardous substances or 
petroleum products in the soil, soil vapor, groundwater, and/or surface water on the 
property, or (2) to prevent activities that could interfere with the effectiveness of a 
response action, in order to ensure maintenance of a condition of no significant risk to 
public health or the environment.  

 
3.  Adjoining Property – any real property or properties the border of which is contiguous or 

partially contiguous with that of the subject property, or that would be contiguous or 
partially contiguous with that of the subject property but for a street, road, or other public 
thoroughfare separating them.     

 
4. Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generator (CESQG) – handler generates, 

transports, stores, or treats one hundred (100) kilograms or less of hazardous waste per 
calendar month and accumulates one thousand (1000) kilograms or less of hazardous 
waste at any time. 

 
5. Controlled Recognized Environmental Condition (CREC) – a recognized environmental 

condition resulting from a past release of hazardous substances or petroleum products 
that has been addressed to the satisfaction of applicable regulatory authority (for 
example, as evidenced by the issuance of a no further action letter or equivalent, or 
meeting risk-based criteria established by regulatory authority), with hazardous 
substances or petroleum products allowed to remain in place subject to the 
implementation of required controls (for example, property use restrictions, activity and 
use limitations, institutional controls, or engineering controls).  A CREC is to be listed in 
the findings section of the Phase I ESA report, and as a REC in the conclusions section 
of the Phase I ESA. 

 
6. De minimis condition – a condition that generally does not present a threat to human 

health or the environment and that generally would not be the subject of an enforcement 
action if brought to the attention of appropriate governmental agencies.  Conditions 
determined to be de minimis conditions are not recognized environmental conditions nor 
controlled recognized environmental conditions. 
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7. EGLE – Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy, formerly the 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) prior to April 22, 2019.   

 
8. Environmental Lien - a charge, security, or encumbrance upon title to a property to 

secure payment of a cost, damage, debt, obligation, or duty arising out of response 
actions, clean-up, or other remediation of hazardous substances or petroleum products 
upon a property, including (but not limited to) liens imposed pursuant to CERCLA 42 
USC 9607(1) & 9607(r) and similar state or local laws. 

 
9. Fire Insurance Maps - maps produced for private fire insurance companies (i.e., 

Sanborn Maps) that indicate historical uses of properties at specific dates. 
 
10. Hazardous Substance - a substance defined as a hazardous substance pursuant to 

CERCLA 42 USC 9601(14) as interpreted by EPA regulations and the courts. 
 

11. Historical Recognized Environmental Condition (HREC) – a past release of any 
hazardous substances or petroleum products that has occurred in connection with the 
property and has been addressed to the satisfaction of the applicable regulatory 
authority or meeting unrestricted use criteria established by a regulatory authority, 
without subjecting the property to any required controls (for example, property use 
restrictions, activity and use restrictions, institutional controls, or engineering controls).    

 
12. Large Quantity Generator (LQG) – handler generates, transports, stores, or treats over 

one thousand (1000) kilograms of hazardous waste or over one kilogram of acutely 
hazardous waste per calendar month. 

 
13. LUST – an underground storage tank on the State of Michigan list of leaking 

underground storage tank sites. 
 

14. Material Threat – a physically observable or obvious threat which is reasonably likely to 
lead to a release that is threatening and may result in a negative impact to public health 
or the environment. 

 
15. Migrate/migration – for purposes of this practice, “migrate” and “migration” refers to the 

movement of hazardous substance or petroleum products in any form, including, for 
example, solid and liquid at the surface or subsurface, and vapor in the subsurface. 

 
16. PCB - Polychlorinated Biphenyl. 

 
17. Petroleum Products - petroleum, including crude oil or any fraction thereof which is not 

otherwise specifically listed or designated as a hazardous substance under CERCLA 42 
USC, including natural gas, natural gas liquids, and synthetic gas usable for fuel.  
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18. Physical Setting Sources - sources that provide information about the geologic, 
hydrogeologic, or topographical characteristics of the site. 

 
19. Reasonably Ascertainable - information that is (1) publicly available, (2) obtainable from 

a source within reasonable time and cost constraints, and (3) practically reviewable. 
 

20. Recognized Environmental Condition (REC) – the presence or likely presence of any 
hazardous substances or petroleum products in, on, or at a property: (1) due to release 
to the environment; (2) under conditions indicative of a release to the environment; or 
(3) under conditions that pose a material threat of a future release to the environment.  
De minimis conditions are not recognized environmental conditions. 

 
21. Small Quantity Generator (SQG) – handler generates, transports, stores, or treats more 

than one hundred (100) and less than one thousand (1,000) kilograms of hazardous 
waste during any calendar month and accumulates less than six thousand (6,000) 
kilograms of hazardous waste at any time. 

 
22. Underground Storage Tank (UST) - any tank, including underground piping connected 

to the tank, that is or has been used to contain hazardous substances or petroleum 
products and the volume of which is 10% or more beneath surface grade. 

 
23. Vapor Encroachment Condition (VEC) – the presence or likely presence of chemical of 

concern (COC) vapors in the subsurface of the subject property caused by the release 
of vapors from contaminated soil or groundwater either on or near the subject property 
as identified by Tier 1 or Tier 2 procedures outlined in ASTM Standard Guide for Vapor 
Encroachment Screening on Property Involved in Real Estate Transactions (E2600-10).  

 
24. Very Small Quantity Generators (VSQG) (formerly Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity 

Generator (CESQG)) – handler generates, transports, stores, or treats one hundred 
(100) kilograms or less of hazardous waste per calendar month and accumulates one 
thousand (1000) kilograms or less of hazardous waste at any time. 

 

2.3 DETAILED SCOPE OF SERVICES 
This Phase I ESA is based on the scope of services defined in the TriMedia Technical and 
Cost Proposal dated September 26, 2022, and accepted by Mr. Gerald Corkin, Chairperson 
of the Marquette County Board of Commissioners, on October 27, 2022.  The scope of 
services included a site reconnaissance, regulatory and historical records review, interviews 
with individuals knowledgeable about the subject property, and development of this report 
in accordance with ASTM E1527-13, Standard Practice for Environmental Site 
Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process.  
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The following are not typically part of an ASTM E1527-13 Phase I ESA and were not 
included in the scope of services provided by TriMedia: asbestos and radon sampling, 
groundwater sampling and analysis, mold assessment, lead-based paint inspection and 
analysis, lead in drinking water analysis, wetland delineation, regulatory compliance 
(includes health and safety), indoor air quality analysis, and Endangered Species Act.  
 

2.4 SIGNIFICANT ASSUMPTIONS 
No significant assumptions were made in this Phase I ESA.  
 

2.5 LIMITATIONS AND EXCEPTIONS 
Other than the usual time and budgetary constraints established by the Technical and Cost 
Proposal accepted by Sawyer International Airport and Business Center for this Phase I 
ESA, and the usual circumstance that not all historical sources listed in the ASTM Standard 
were reasonably ascertainable, no significant limitations were encountered during the 
development of this Phase I ESA.   
 
No warranty, either expressed or implied, can be made that conditions observed at the site 
are representative of all areas of the subject property.  Data collected for this Phase I ESA 
were obtained for the purpose stated and should not be used for reasons other than those 
intended. The conditions reported herein apply only to those specific locations and times at 
which the work was completed.  Conclusions made in this Phase I ESA are based on 
reasonably ascertainable information and data and represent the professional judgment and 
interpretations of TriMedia. 
 

2.6 SPECIAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS  
 No special terms or conditions apply to this report. 
 

2.7 USER RELIANCE  
This Phase I ESA is prepared for the exclusive use and reliance of Sawyer International 
Airport and Business Center.  Use or reliance by any other party is prohibited without the 
written authorization of Sawyer International Airport and Business Center and TriMedia.  
 
Environmental conditions and regulations are continually evolving and are subject to change 
and interpretation.  Do not assume current conditions and/or regulatory positions will remain 
constant.  Furthermore, because the data contained within this Phase I ESA are subject to 
professional interpretation, other professionals may reach differing conclusions. 
 
Continued viability of this report is subject to ASTM E1527-13 Sections 4.6 and 4.7.  If the 
Phase I ESA will be used by a different user (third party) than the user for whom the ESA 
was originally prepared, the third party must also satisfy the user’s responsibilities in Section 
6 of ASTM E1527-13. 
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3.0 USER PROVIDED INFORMATION 

 
Mr. Duane DuRay, Director of Operations/Airport Manager of Sawyer International Airport and 
Business Center, completed the User Questionnaire on November 29, 2022. Mr. DuRay provided 
the following information on the subject property. 
 

3.1 TITLE RECORDS 
A title search and search of judicial records for environmental liens and activity and use 
limitations (AULs) were not provided by Sawyer International Airport. TriMedia assumes the 
client is evaluating this information outside the context of this report. 
 

3.2 ENVIRONMENTAL LIENS OR ACTIVITY AND USE LIMITATIONS 
Mr. DuRay indicated the presence of an environmental liens or AULs in connection with the 
site. Navigational precautions must be adhered to as per Part 77 of the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) regulations.  
 

3.3 SPECIALIZED KNOWLEDGE OR EXPERIENCE 
Mr. DuRay does not have specialized knowledge of the subject property. 
 

3.4 COMMONLY KNOWN OR REASONABLY ASCERTAINABLE INFORMATION 
Mr. DuRay does have knowledge of commonly known or reasonably ascertainable 
information regarding the subject property or adjoining properties. Mr. DuRay reported the 
property was previously part of an air force base and various hazardous materials may have 
been stored or used.  He reports that currently the structure is in various levels of 
deterioration and may contain asbestos, lead-based paints, mold, and other hazardous 
materials.  
    

3.5 VALUATION REDUCTION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
According to Mr. DuRay the structure is believed to contain lead-based paint, asbestos, 
mold, and possibly other hazardous materials. He recommends the use of personal 
protective equipment (PPE) when entering the structure. 
 

3.6 OWNER, PROPERTY MANAGER, AND OCCUPANT INFORMATION 
Mr. DuRay oversees operations of the airport and surrounding properties. The subject 
property is currently vacant. 
 

3.7 REASONS FOR PERFORMING PHASE I ESA 
This Phase I ESA was commissioned by Sawyer International Airport and Business Center 
in connection with demolishing structures on the subject property.   
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4.0 RECORDS REVIEW 

 
4.1 STANDARD ENVIRONMENTAL RECORD SOURCES 
 TriMedia conducted a review of regulatory agency files to determine if the subject property 

and/or adjacent properties are, or were, known sites of environmental contamination. 
Reasonably ascertainable environmental record sources were investigated, and standard 
sources were reviewed by TriMedia.  A summary report of the review, provided by 
Environmental Data Resources, Inc. (EDR) as the EDR Radius MapTM Report with 
GeoCheck® (EDR Radius Map Report), is included in Appendix D: Regulatory 
Documentation. A number of environmental data sources were reviewed, and documented 
sites were found within the ASTM E1527-13 search radius around the subject property.  The 
following data sources were investigated:  

 
Federal Databases 

Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Sites 

NPL 
The NPL is the USEPA’s database of uncontrolled or 
abandoned hazardous waste facilities that have been listed for 
priority remedial actions under the Superfund Program. 

1.0 0 

NPL (Proposed) Proposed National Priority List Sites 1.0 0 

NPL (Delisted) 
The NPL Delisted refers to facilities that have been removed 
from the NPL. 

1.0 0 

NPL LIENS Federal Superfund Liens Site 0 

SEMS 

The Superfund Enterprise Management System (SEMS) 
tracks hazardous waste sites, potentially hazardous waste 
sites, and remedial activities performed in support of EPA’s 
Program across the United States. The list was formerly known 
as CERCLIS, renamed SEMS by the EPA in 2015. The list 
contains data on potentially hazardous waste sites that have 
been reported to the USEPA by states, municipalities, private 
companies, and private persons, pursuant to Section 103 of 
the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, 
and Liability Act (CERCLA).  This dataset also contains sites 
which are either proposed to or on the NPL and site which are 
in the screening and assessment phase for possible inclusion 
on the NPL. 

0.5 0 

SEMS - 
ARCHIVE 

The Superfund Enterprise Management System - Archive 
tracks sites that have no further interest under the Federal 
Superfund Program. The list was formerly known as the 
CERCLIS-NFRAP, renamed by EPA in 2015. Archived sites 
have been removed and archived from the inventory of SEMS 
sites. Archived status indicates that, to the best of EPA’s 
knowledge, assessment at a site has been completed and that 
EPA has determined no further steps will be taken to list the 
site on the NPL. 

0.5 0 
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Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Sites 

RCRA 
CORRACTS/ 

TSD 

The USEPA maintains a database of RCRA facilities 
associated with treatment, storage, and disposal (TSD) of 
hazardous waste that are undergoing “corrective action.”  A 
“corrective action” order is issued when there has been a 
release of hazardous waste or constituents into the 
environment from a RCRA facility. 

1.0 0 

RCRA Non-
CORRACTS/ 

TSD 

The RCRA Non-CORRACTS/TSD Database is a compilation 
by the USEPA of facilities which report storage, transportation, 
treatment, or disposal of hazardous waste.  Unlike the RCRA 
CORRACTS/TSD database, the RCRA Non-CORRACTS/TSD 
database does not include RCRA facilities where corrective 
action is required. 

0.5 0 

RCRA 
Generators 

The RCRA Generators database, maintained by the USEPA, 
lists facilities that generate hazardous waste as part of their 
normal business practices.  Generators are listed as large, 
small, or conditionally exempt.  LQGs produce at least 1000 
kg/month of non-acutely hazardous waste or 1 kg/month of 
acutely hazardous waste.  SQGs produce 100-1000 kg/month 
of non-acutely hazardous waste.  VSQGs are those that 
generate less than 100 kg/month of non-acutely hazardous 
waste. 

0.25 5 

RCRA NonGen / 
NLR 

The RCRA-NonGen database, maintained by the USEPA, lists 
facilities that were previously listed in the RCRA Generators 
database but no longer generate hazardous waste as part of 
their normal business practices (No Longer Regulated).   

0.25 0 

ERNS 
The ERNS is a listing compiled by the USEPA on reported 
releases of petroleum and hazardous substances to the air, soil 
and/or water. 

Subject 
Property 

0 

HMIRS Hazardous Materials Information Reporting System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

IC / EC 

A listing of sites with engineering and/or institutional controls in 
place.  Engineering controls include various forms of caps, 
building foundations, liners, and treatment methods to create 
pathway elimination for regulated substances to enter 
environmental media or effect human health.  Institutional 
controls include administrative measures, such as 
groundwater use restrictions, construction restrictions, 
property use restrictions, and post remediation care 
requirements intended to prevent exposure to contaminants 
remaining on site.  Deed restrictions are generally required as 
part of the institutional controls. 

0.5 0 

DOD Department of Defense Sites 1.0 0 

FUDS Formerly Used Defense Sites 1.0 0 

US 
BROWNFIELDS 

A listing of Brownfield Sites 0.5 4 

CONSENT Superfund (CERCLA) Consent Decrees 1.0 0 

ROD Records of Decision 1.0 0 

UMTRA Uranium Mill Tailings Sites 0.5 0 
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Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Sites 

ODI Open Dump Inventory 0.5 0 

TRIS Toxic Chemical Release Inventory System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

TSCA Toxic Substances Control Act 
Subject 
Property 

0  

FTTS FIFRA/TSCA Tracking System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

SSTS Section 7 Tracking Systems 
Subject 
Property 

0 

ICIS Integrated Compliance Information System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

LUCIS Land Use Control Information System 0.5 0 

RADINFO Radiation Information Database 
Subject 
Property 

0 

CDL Clandestine Drug Labs 
Subject 
Property 

0 

PADS PCB Activity Database System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

MLTS Material Licensing Tracking System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

MINES Mines Master Index File 0.25 0 

ECHO Enforcement and Compliance History Information 
Subject 
Property 

0 

FINDS Facility Index System/Facility Registry System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

RAATS RCRA Administrative Action Tracking System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

2020 COR Action 

The EPA has set ambitious goals for the RCRA Corrective 
Action program by creating the 2020 Corrective Action 
Universe. This RCRA cleanup baseline includes facilities 
expected to need corrective action. 

0.25 0 

 
State Databases 

Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Facilities 

State Hazardous 
Waste 

EGLE maintains a database of state equivalent CERCLIS 
facilities in the State of Michigan. 

1.0 0 

SWF/LF 
EGLE maintains a database of solid waste disposal facilities 
and landfills in the State of Michigan. 

0.5 0 

LUST 
EGLE has compiled a database of Leaking Underground 
Storage Tank in the State of Michigan. 

0.5 5 

UST 
EGLE has compiled a database of registered Underground 
Storage Tanks in the State of Michigan. 

0.25 0 

AST 
EGLE has compiled a database of registered Aboveground 
Storage Tanks in the State of Michigan. 

0.25 0 

BEA 
EGLE maintains a listing of properties in which a Baseline 
Environmental Assessment (BEA) has been conducted.   

0.5 0 
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Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Facilities 

AUL Sites with institutional and/or engineering controls in place.   0.5 2 

AIRS Permit and Emissions Inventory Data 0.001 0 

DRYCLEANERS 
EGLE maintains a list of dry cleaning facilities in the State of 
Michigan.   

0.25 0 

LIENS 
EGLE maintains a list of liens placed on a property due to an 
environmental condition.   

Subject 
Property 

0 

BROWNFIELDS Brownfields Site Location Listing 0.5 0 

SPILLS The State of Michigan maintains a list of spills 
Subject 
Property 

0 

Inventory Inventory of Facilities 0.5 4 

Part 201 
EGLE maintains a database of “facilities” as defined by Part 
201 

1.0 7 

WDS Waste Data System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

 
Tribal Databases 

Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Facilities 

INDIAN 
RESERVE 

Indian Reservations 1.0 0 

INDIAN LUST Leaking Underground Storage Tanks on Indian land 0.5 0 

INDIAN UST 
EGLE has compiled a database of registered Underground 
Storage Tanks on Indian land in the State of Michigan. 

0.25 0 

 
EDR Proprietary Records 

Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Facilities 

Manufactured 
Gas Plants 

EDR Proprietary Manufactured Gas Plants 1.0 0 

Historical Auto 
Stations 

EDR Exclusive Historic Gas Stations 0.25 0 

Historical Dry 
Cleaners 

EDR Exclusive Historic Dry Cleaners 0.25 0 

 
The following table summarizes the site-specific information provided by the database 
and/or gathered by this office for identified facilities. Sites are listed in order of proximity to 
the subject property. Distances of most of the sites were adjusted to field observed and/or 
mapped distances and should be considered approximate. In addition to the cited site-
specific information, EDR provides a generalized approximate groundwater flow direction 
based on surface topography (EDR Radius Map, Groundwater Flow Direction Information). 
According to EDR, the groundwater flow direction to the southwest. Prior professional 
knowledge indicates groundwater flow is locally to the southeast towards Silver Lead Creek. 
Local groundwater depth is estimated to be greater than 60 feet below grade based on static 
water level data obtained from a 2020 Annual Groundwater Report for the United States Air 
Force Civil Engineer Center. 
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Additional discussion for selected sites may follow the summary table. 
 

Listed Sites 

Site Name and Location Estimated Distance/Direction/Gradient Database Listings 

Building 726 
249 E Avenue  

Subject Property  UST  

Argonics Inc. 
520 9th Street 

Approximately 120 feet / East / Side 
gradient 

WDS, FINDS, ECHO, 
RCRA-VSQG 

Building 732 
541 9th Street 

Approximately 330 feet / North / Up 
gradient 

FINDS, US Brownfields 

Building 708 
0 Parallel Taxiway 

Approximately 530 feet / East / Side 
gradient 

UST 

Building 709 
211 7th Street 

Approximately 730 feet / East / Side 
gradient 

UST, LUST, Inventory 

225 Airport Road 
Approximately 1,040 feet / Northwest / Up 

gradient 

PFAS, AUL, WDS, RCRA-
VSQG, FUDS, Inventory, 

Part 201, BEA 

125 G Avenue 
Approximately 1,040 feet / Northwest / Up 

gradient 
AST, AIRS, WDS, RCRA-

VSQG 

Superior Extrusion 
118 G Avenue 

Approximately 2,000 feet / North-
Northeast / Up gradient 

BEA, Inventory 

Building 741 
114 G Avenue 

Approximately 2,720 feet / North-
Northeast / Up gradient 

US Brownfields, FINDS 

 
Subject Property 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed the subject property, Building 726, on the UST 
database. Further examination of the Michigan UST database indicates two USTs 
associated with Building 726 (Facility ID: 00015270). 
 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-057675-15 275 Diesel 04/07/1981 07/09/1992 

UTK-019028-15 550 Diesel 07/20/1992 07/22/1996 
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TriMedia submitted a FOIA request to LARA. Correspondence dated January 13, 1994 
indicates the clean closure of UTK-057675-15. A site assessment review report dated 
September 4, 1996 confirms the clean removal of UTK-019028-15. 
 
Although the EDR Radius Map™ Report does not list Building 726 on the US Brownfields 
database, additional research indicated an entry for Building 726 (ACRES ID: 236201). 
Assessments were conducted in 2013 with an additional assessment conducted in 2018. 
The entry indicates asbestos was found in the building materials at the property. According 
to the entry, the contaminants were not cleaned up, but cleanup was not deemed necessary 
until “prior to the razing of the structure”. Asbestos is outside the scope of Phase I ESAs. 
Building 726 is not considered a REC. 
 
Argonics Inc. 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Argonics, Inc. located at 520 9th Street on the WDS, 
FINDS, ECHO, and RCRA-VSQG databases. The EPA Facility Index System (FINDS) is a 
central and common inventory of facilities monitored or regulated by the EPA. The RCRA-
VSQG designation indicates Argonics, Inc. is a very small quantity generator of hazardous 
waste. The Waste Data System (WDS) tracks activities at sites regulated by the Solid 
Waste, Scrap Tire, Hazardous Waste, and Liquid Industrial Waste programs. The WDS 
entry for Argonics, Inc. lists two compliance violations. Both violation entries (one from 2012 
and the other from 2017) indicate a return to compliance approximately one month after the 
violations were initially noted. Neither entry was listed as a “high priority” in the database. 
The Enforcement and Compliance History Online (ECHO) database listing indicates the 
generator has active status with no violations noted in the previous 12 quarters. There was 
no record of formal enforcement in the listing. Argonics, Inc. is not considered a REC. 
 
Building 732 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 732, located at 541 9th Street, on the US 
Brownfields and FINDS databases. Building 732 was listed in the Brownfield database 
(ACRES ID: 236203). The entry indicated assessments were conducted in 2013 and 2018. 
According to the entry, “no asbestos-containing building materials were found during the 
asbestos survey.” No additional hazards are indicated in the entry. As asbestos is outside 
the scope of Phase I ESAs, Building 732 is not considered a REC.   
 
Building 708 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 708 on the UST database. Further 
examination of the Michigan UST database indicates one UST associated with Building 708 
(Facility ID: 00019951).  
 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-048028-15 2,000 Other (JP-4) 02/21/1983 08/28/1991 
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TriMedia submitted a FOIA request with LARA. Documentation regarding Facility 19951 
relates to Building 7083 (located on Parallel Taxiway), not Building 708 (located at 240 D 
Avenue). The listing of Building 708 on the EDR Radius Map™ Report was an error. Building 
708 is not considered a REC. 
 
Building 709 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 709 located at 211 7th Street (formerly D 
Street) on the UST, LUST, and Inventory databases. The Michigan UST database 
associates eight USTs with Building 709 (Facility ID: 00006513). 
 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-004433-15 30,000 Diesel 02/06/1959 10/16/1991 

UTK-076729-15 15,000 Diesel 10/29/1991 07/20/1996 

UTK-047531-15 1,000 Used Oil 10/29/1991 07/20/1995 

UTK-076725-15 15,000 Diesel 10/29/1991 07/19/1996 

UTK-000947-15 12,000 Diesel 02/06/1959 10/16/1991 

UTK-038433-15 200 Used Oil 02/06/1959 10/16/1991 

UTK-076717-15 30,000 Diesel 02/06/1959 10/16/1991 

UTK-013293-15 30,000 Diesel 02/06/1959 10/16/1991 

 
TriMedia submitted FOIA requests to LARA and EGLE. Correspondence dated January 30, 
1992 indicates the removal of five USTs in 1991 and the installation of three replacement 
tanks at Building 709. The discovery of release C-2007-91, reported September 26, 1991, 
is recorded in the LARA documentation. Electronic mail correspondence from the EGLE’s 
Remediation and Redevelopment Division indicates that file information does not exist for 
Building 709 or release C-2007-91. Given the relative gradient and distance of Building 709 
to the subject property, Building 709 is not considered a REC. 
 
225 Airport Road 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed the US Transportation Security Administration (TSA) 
located at 225 Airport Road on the PFAS, RCRA-VSQG, AUL, and WDS databases. The 
WDS entry for TSA contains operator information, but otherwise does not list activities, 
including any history of inspections or violations The PFAS listing refers to the chemicals 
per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) which are a class of compounds not currently 
in scope for Phase I ESAs. A land use restriction is detailed in a declaration of restrictive 
covenants, which primarily restricts the use of groundwater. The land closest to the subject 
property in the declaration of restrictive covenants, designated FT-07, is located north of the 
domestic airport terminal.  
 
At the same address, K.I. Sawyer Airforce Base is listed on the FUDS, Inventory, Part 201, 
and BEA databases. The Federal Used Defense Sits (FUDS) listing showed a preliminary 
assessment had been performed at K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base and no projects were 
planned for that location. The Remediation Information Data Exchange (RIDE), operated by 
EGLE Remediation and Redevelopment Division, has an entry for K.I. Sawyer Airport. The 
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entry lists multiple contaminants impacting the location including petroleum volatile and semi 
volatile organic compounds, chlorinated volatile and semi volatile organic compounds, and 
elements, metals, or other inorganics. The BEA entry indicates a Baseline Environmental 
Assessment was performed to document existing contamination. Two BEAs are on file for 
225 Airport Road, however, electronic mail correspondence from the EGLE Remediation 
and Redevelopment Division indicates that file information has been misplaced and is 
unavailable.  
 
Documentation regarding long term groundwater monitoring, obtained through EGLE, 
indicates multiple areas impacted by contamination throughout the former Air Force Base. 
The site designated “K.I. Sawyer AFB – SS-17” includes soil use restrictions under the 
operations apron at Sawyer International Airport and a groundwater use restriction 
extending from the operations apron east beyond Kelly Johnson Memorial Highway. The 
groundwater use restriction remains active due to impacted groundwater plumes within the 
restriction area. This is considered a REC. 
 
125 G Avenue  
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed a service building, part of the airport facilities, located 
at 125 Avenue G on the AST, AIRS, WDS, and RCRA-VSQG databases. The AIRS listing 
refers to a database of point sources of air pollution across the United States. The WDS 
entry for Sawyer International Airport at “125 Avenue G” has record of four inspections. The 
most recent entry from 2022 notes a violation, with a return to compliance one week after 
the violation was noted. The other three entries contain no record of violation at the site. 
Documentation obtained from LARA indicates the ASTs located at 125 G Avenue are 
inspected on a triennial basis. The tanks were installed in 2005 and 2020 with overfill and 
spill protections compliant with state standards. There is no entry in RIDE for 125 G Avenue. 
The service center at 125 G Avenue is unlikely to be a REC. 

 
Superior Extrusion Inc. 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Superior Extrusion Inc. located at 118 G Avenue on 
the Inventory and BEA databases. The entry for Superior Extrusion, Inc. on RIDE does not 
list any contaminants. Superior Extrusion, Inc. is not considered a REC. 
 
Building 741 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 741 on the US Brownfields and FINDS 
databases. Building 741 was listed in the Brownfield database (ACRES ID: 235322). 
Assessments were conducted in 2013 with supplemental assessments conducted in 2017. 
The entry indicates asbestos was found in the building materials at the property. According 
to the entry, the contaminants were not cleaned up, but cleanup was not deemed necessary 
until “prior to demolition and renovation activities”. No additional contaminants were listed. 
As asbestos is outside the scope for Phase I ESAs, Building 741 is not considered a REC. 
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Other Sites 
The remaining sites listed on the EDR Radius Map™ Report do not represent environmental 
concerns to the subject property based upon regulatory status, presumed groundwater flow 
direction, and/or relative distance from the property. 
   
Please refer to Appendix D for a copy of the EDR Radius Map Report.    
 

4.2 ADDITIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL RECORD SOURCES 
TriMedia submitted a FOIA request to the FOIA Coordinator for EGLE located in Lansing, 
Michigan for file information for the subject property. Electronic mail correspondence from 
the EGLE Remediation and Redevelopment Division indicates that file information does not 
exist for the subject property. 
 

4.3 PHYSICAL SETTING SOURCES 
TriMedia used a United States Geological Survey (USGS) Topographic Map and EDR’s 
GeoCheck® option to obtain information regarding the subject property’s physical setting 
(i.e., soils, geology, hydrology, etc.).  A discussion of the physical setting features is included 
in Section 5.2.4.  
 

4.4 HISTORICAL USE INFORMATION ON THE PROPERTY 
TriMedia reviewed standard historical sources, as identified in E1527-13, to identify potential 
RECs associated with historical use of the property.  TriMedia subcontracted EDR to provide 
the following standard historical sources: 
 
4.4.1 Historical Aerial Photographs 
The EDR Aerial Photo Decade Package provided TriMedia with historical aerial photographs 
from 1939, 1951, 1964, 1975, 1981, 1993, 1998, 2006, 2012, and 2016. Selected 
photographs are summarized below. 

 
Historical Aerial Photographs 

Direction Description 

Subject Property 

No structures are visible on the subject property in the photographs from 1939 
through 1951. In the 1964 photograph, the subject property is visible. The footprint 
of the subject property remains unchanged between the 1993 and 2016 aerial 
photographs.  

North 

North of the subject property, the land appears undeveloped and vegetated from 
the 1939 through 1951 aerial photographs. A parking lot is visible to the north of the 
subject property in the 1964 photograph. Buildings north of the parking lot are 
apparent in the 1993 aerial photograph. The footprint of the adjacent property north 
of the subject property remains unchanged between the 1993 and 2016 aerial 
photographs.  
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Direction Description 

East 

East of the subject property, the land appears undeveloped and vegetated from the 
1939 through 1951 aerial photographs. A building is visible to the east of the subject 
property in the 1964 photograph. The footprint of the adjacent property east of the 
subject property remains unchanged between the 1964 and 2016 aerial 
photographs. 

South 

Lands south of the subject property appear undeveloped in the photographs from 
1939 through 1951. In the 1964 photograph, Building 725 is apparent south of the 
parking lot. The footprint of the adjacent property south of the subject property 
remains unchanged between the 1964 and 2016 aerial photographs. 

West 

Lands west of the subject property appear undeveloped in the photographs from 
1939 through 1951. In the 1964 photograph, land adjacent to the west of the subject 
property consists of runways and airplane parking. Aerial photographs from 1964 
through 2016 show lands to the west used for air traffic operations. 

 
4.4.2 Historical Topographic Maps 
The EDR Historical Topographic Map Report provided TriMedia with historical USGS 
topographic maps from 1932, 1952, 1975, 1985, 2014, 2017, and 2019.  Note that the 2014, 
2017 and 2019 maps only depict topography, roads and streets, and land cover.   
 

Historical Topographic Maps 

Direction Description 

Subject Property 

The subject property appears undeveloped in the earliest map from 1932. A trail 
appears to go through the subject property in the 1952 topographic map. In the 
1975 map, the subject property is depicted. The subject property appears 
developed in the topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

North 

The lands north of the subject property appear undeveloped from 1932 through the 
1952 topographic map. In the 1975 map, although much of the air force base 
appears developed, the lands north of the subject property do not appear 
developed. Property north of the subject property appears developed in the 
topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

East 

The lands east of the subject property appear undeveloped from 1932 through the 
1952 topographic map. In the 1975 map, buildings to the east of the subject 
property are visible. Property east of the subject property appears developed in the 
topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

South 

The lands south of the subject property appear undeveloped from 1932 through 
the 1952 topographic map. In the 1975 map, buildings to the south of the subject 
property are apparent. Land south of the subject property appears developed in 
the topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

West 

The land west of the subject property appears undeveloped from 1932 through the 
1952 topographic map. In the 1975 map, runways for the air force base are 
depicted west of the subject property. Land west of the subject property appears 
developed, remaining as runways for Sawyer International Airport in the 
topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 
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4.4.3 Historical City Directories 
The EDR City Directory Abstract provided TriMedia with historical business directory (Polk’s 
City Directory) listings for the subject property’s address or addresses in proximity to the 
subject property.  Listings (if listed) were provided from 1992 to 2017 at approximate five-
year intervals.  The following table highlights findings, please refer to Appendix E for a full 
listing of addresses. 

 
Historical City Directories 

Direction Description 

Subject Property No records for the subject property were included in the City Directory. 

North 
118 Avenue G: Superior Extrusion (2005-2017). 
125 Avenue G: Sawyer International Airport (2010-2017). 
232 Avenue G: Easy Ice and USA Safety Gear (2014-2017). 

East No records east of the subject property were included in the City Directory. 

South No records south of the subject property were included in the City Directory. 

West No records west of the subject property were included in the City Directory. 

 
4.4.4 Historical Fire Insurance Maps 
Historical fire insurance maps (Sanborn Maps) were requested from EDR to evaluate past 
uses of the subject property and surrounding properties. Based on the request, EDR 
indicated Sanborn Maps were not available for the subject property and surrounding area.  

 

4.5 HISTORICAL USE INFORMATION ON SUBJECT PROPERTY 
Based on the previously described environmental records and historical sources, the current 
structure on the subject property first appeared in 1960 to serve as the Wing Headquarters 
on K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. Since the closure of the air force base in 1995, the building 
has been vacant. 
 
Please refer to Appendix E for copies of the aerial photographs, topographic maps, and City 
Directories.  
 

4.6 HISTORICAL USE INFORMATION ON ADJOINING PROPERTIES 
Based on the previously described environmental records and historical sources, the area 
surrounding the subject property was generally developed concurrently or following the 
subject property. Building 727, adjacent to the east of the subject property, was built in 1960. 
Building 727 housed the supply administration and supply warehouse. Building 732, north 
of the subject property, was built in 1988 for the bomb squadron department. Building 725, 
south of the subject property, was built in 1960 to house the logistics group.  
 

4.7 RECORDS REVIEW SUMMARY 
Based on a review of historical information, the subject property was developed in 1960 for 
the Wing Headquarters for K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. Since the closure of the air force 
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base in 1995, the building has been vacant. Other sections of the former air force base were 
developed at the same time or following the construction of the subject property. Land use 
controls impact soil usage on lands to the west. Groundwater use restrictions impact the 
subject property. This constitutes a REC. 
 
 

5.0 SITE RECONNAISSANCE 

 
5.1 METHODOLOGY AND LIMITING CONDITIONS 

TriMedia, represented by Mr. Lance Lindberg, Senior Scientist, conducted a site 
reconnaissance of the subject property on November 7, 2022. Weather conditions at the 
time of site reconnaissance were overcast with a temperature of approximately 35 degrees 
Fahrenheit (°F). 
 
The site reconnaissance included the following:  

 
 Observation of the subject property, the subject property interior areas, and adjacent 

properties for indications of RECs; 
 

 Visual and physical observation of the periphery of the subject property and structures 
made by walking the perimeter of the subject property, and crisscrossing the site to 
identify points of interest; 

 
 Observation of, surrounding properties, and, 

 
 Interviews with individuals, as available, familiar with the subject property’s history and 

potential environmental liabilities. 
 

5.2 GENERAL SITE SETTING 
 

5.2.1 Current Uses of the Subject Property 
The subject property is currently vacant.  
 
5.2.2 Past Uses of the Subject Property  
Based on historical sources, the subject property was built in 1960 to serve as the Wing 
Headquarters on K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. Since the closure of the former air force base 
in 1995, the building has been vacant. 
 
5.2.3 Current and Past Uses of Surrounding Properties 
Based on the review of previously described environmental records and historical sources, 
and the completion of site reconnaissance activities, the area surrounding the subject 
property was generally developed concurrently or following the construction of the subject 
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property in 1960. The official opening of K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base occurred on May 8, 
1959. Building 725, adjacent to the south of the subject property, was built in 1960. Building 
725 housed the logistics group. Building 732, north of the subject property, was built in 1988 
to house the bomb squadron. Across G Avenue to the west, runways operated prior to the 
construction of the subject property. East of the subject property is Building 727, the location 
of the supply administration and supply warehouse. 
 
5.2.4 Geologic, Hydrogeologic, and Topographic Conditions 
The subject property is situated approximately 1,185 feet above mean sea level. The 
surrounding area topography is relatively flat, generally sloping to the south. The geology of 
the area consists of Cambrian stratified rock. The naturally occurring soil type on the subject 
property is Udipsamments, characterized as well drained to excessively drained sands and 
gravels. Local groundwater flow is estimated to be to the southeast in the direction of Silver 
Lead Creek. Silver Lead Creek is located approximately 1.1 miles from the subject property. 
 
5.2.5 General Description of Structures 
The former Wing Headquarters building is currently on the subject property. The building is 
31,438 square feet and is constructed of concrete block, meta,l and wood with a slab on 
grade concrete foundation. The building contains numerous offices and conference rooms. 
 
5.2.6 Roads and Utilities 
The subject property is located southeast of the corner of Avenue G and 9th Street. Parking 
for the subject property is accessed from 9th Street.  
 
Utilities available to the subject property consist of gas, electrical, cable/internet, and 
telephone service.  A municipal water supply and wastewater treatment facilities serve the 
subject property.  
 

5.3 SITE OBSERVATIONS 
The following table summarizes site observations and interviews. Affirmative responses 
(designated by an “X”) are discussed in more detail following the table.  Photographs of select 
items observed at the subject property are included in Appendix C. 
 

Site Features 

Category Item or Feature Observed 

Site Operations, 
Processes, and 

Equipment 

Emergency generators  

Elevators  

Air compressors  

Hydraulic lifts  

Dry cleaning  

Photo processing  

Laboratory hoods and/or incinerators  
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Category Item or Feature Observed 

Waste treatment systems and/or water treatment systems  

Heating and/or cooling systems X 

Other processes or equipment  

Aboveground 
Chemical or Waste 

Storage 

Aboveground storage tanks  

Drums, barrels and/or containers  5 gallons  

SDS  

Underground 
Chemical or Waste 

Storage, Drainage or 
Collection Systems 

Underground storage tanks or ancillary UST equipment  

Sumps, cisterns, catch basins and/or dry wells  

Grease traps  

Septic tanks and/or leach fields  

Oil/water separators  

Pipeline markers  

Interior floor drains X 

Electrical 
Transformers/ PCBs 

Pad or pole mounted transformers and/or capacitors X 

Other equipment  

Releases or Potential 
Releases 

Stressed vegetation  

Stained soil   

Stained pavement or similar surface  

Leachate and/or waste seeps  

Trash, debris and/or other waste materials  

Dumping or disposal areas  

Construction/demolition debris and/or dumped fill dirt  

Surface water discoloration, odor, sheen, and/or free-floating 
product 

 

Strong, pungent, or noxious odors   

Exterior pipe discharges and/or other effluent discharges  

Other Notable Site 
Features 

Surface water bodies  

Quarries or pits  

Wells  

 
Site Operations, Processes, and Equipment 
 
Heating and/or Cooling Systems 
The building is heated using a natural gas furnace and air conditioning units are located at 
the south side and roof of Building 726. No environmental concerns were noted with the 
heating and cooling systems.  
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Underground Chemical or Waste Storage, Drainage or Collection Systems 
 
Interior Floor Drains 
Floor drains are located in the men’s and women’s bathroom and a janitorial closet within 
the building. The floor drains are connected to the wastewater treatment system located on 
the former air force base.  
 

5.4 SITE RECONNAISSANCE SUMMARY  
The site reconnaissance was conducted on November 7, 2022. The site reconnaissance 
identified heating and cooling systems and interior floor drains on the subject property. No 
RECs were identified at the time of the site reconnaissance. 
 
 

6.0 INTERVIEWS 

 

6.1 INTERVIEW WITH OWNER 
TriMedia interviewed Mr. Duane DuRay, Director of Operations at Sawyer International 
Airport and Business Center. He became the manager of the airport in 2012 and assumed 
the role of Director of Operations in 2019. Mr. DuRay indicated the subject property is 
believed to contain lead-based paint, asbestos, mold, and possibly other hazardous 
materials. He recommended the use of PPE when entering the structure. 
 

6.2 INTERVIEW WITH SITE MANAGER 
TriMedia interviewed Mr. Duane DuRay, as noted.  
 

6.3 INTERVIEW WITH OCCUPANTS 
TriMedia interviewed Mr. Duane DuRay, as noted. 
 

6.4 INTERVIEWS WITH LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 
TriMedia completed a FOIA request Marquette County Health Department for environmental 
records (i.e., spills, releases, fires) regarding the subject property. The Marquette County 
Health Department indicated that there were no records on file associated with the subject 
property. TriMedia interviewed Mr. Ron Lauren, an officer of Forsyth Township Fire 
Department and Clerk for Forsyth Township. Mr. Lauren indicated no knowledge of fire at 
the subject property since the closure of the air force base in 1995. Records prior to base 
closure were unavailable. 
 

6.5 INTERVIEWS WITH OTHERS 
TriMedia did not interview others regarding the subject property.   
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7.0 FINDINGS 

 
After a review of environmental records, site reconnaissance, review of historical data, and select 
interviews, TriMedia found indication of one (1) Controlled Recognized Environmental Condition 
(CREC) associated with the subject property.  The identified CREC includes: 
 
 A site of environmental contamination (K.I. Sawyer AFB-SS-17) with documented soil and 

groundwater contamination has active land use controls, including a restriction on the use 
of groundwater. The subject property is located within the groundwater use restriction area. 
The groundwater use restriction presents a REC to the subject property. 
 

 

8.0 OPINION 

 
Based on reasonably ascertainable information compiled by TriMedia, as well as information and 
data provided by other select individuals and/or agencies during the completion of this Phase I ESA, 
it is our professional opinion the results of the Phase I ESA have revealed evidence suggesting the 
presence of current environmental concerns regarding potential groundwater contaminant 
migration onto the subject property.  
 
 

9.0 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
TriMedia has performed a Phase I ESA in conformance with the scope and limitations of ASTM 
Practice E1527-13 for property located at 249 E Avenue in Gwinn, Michigan.  Any exceptions to, or 
deletions from, this practice are described in Section 10.0 of this report.  This assessment has 
revealed evidence of one (1) REC in connection with the subject property. Based on the results of 
the Phase I ESA, the depth of groundwater in the vicinity (>60 feet), and the intended demolition 
activities proposed for the subject property, no further evaluation of the identified RECs is required 
at this time. TriMedia does recommend the following mitigation procedures during demolition 
activities: 
 
 If suspect contaminated soil and/or groundwater is encountered during demolition activities, 

characterization and/or monitoring of the material should be conducted during excavation 
and earth moving activities. 
 

 Demolition contractors and personnel who may encounter contaminated soil and/or 
groundwater should wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) as required with 
state and/or federal requirements for worker safety. 
 

 A site-specific Health and Safety Plan (HASP) shall be the responsibility of the demolition 
contractor to address the RECs identified. 
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10.0 DEVIATIONS 
 
TriMedia has performed this Phase I ESA in conformance with the scope and limitations of ASTM 
Practice E1527-13.  TriMedia relied on the information and data provided by other organizations 
specifically denoted herein. TriMedia used its education, experience, and professional judgment to 
conduct this Phase I ESA.   
 
 

11.0 ADDITIONAL SERVICES  
 

No additional services were included as part of this Phase I ESA. 
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12.0 REFERENCES 

 
  

Name of Data Source 
Date of Initial 

Inquiry 

Date of Most 
Recently 
Provided 

Information 

Supporting 
Documentation 

Duane DuRay 
Director of Operations 
Sawyer International Airport and 
Business Center 
125 G Avenue 
Gwinn, Michigan 49841 
(906) 346-3308 

November 22, 2022 November 29, 2022 User Questionnaire, 
interview information as 
noted in this report 

Marquette County Health Department 
Environmental Health 
184 U.S. 41 East 
Marquette, Michigan 49855 
(906) 475-4195 
ehadmin@mqtco.org 

November 23, 2022 December 7, 2022 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

EGLE – FOIA Coordinator 
Department of Environmental, Great 
Lakes, and Energy 
P.O. Box 30473 
Lansing, MI 48909-7973 
800-662-9278                                        
EGLE-FOIA@michigan.gov 

November 22, 2022 December 22, 2022 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

LARA – FOIA Coordinator  
Department of Licensing and  
Regulatory Affairs  
Ottawa Building  
611 W. Ottawa  
P.O. Box 30004  
Lansing, MI 48909-7973  
517-335-3327  
LARAFOIAInfo@michigan.gov 

November 25, 2022 December 21, 2022 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

Ron Lauren - Officer 
Forsyth Township Fire Department 
186 West Flint Street 
Gwinn, Michigan 49841 
(906) 346-9217 

December 5, 2022 January 5, 2023 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

Environmental Data Resources Inc. 
6 Armstrong Road, 4th Floor 
Shelton, CT 06484 
1-800-352-6802 

November 7, 2022 November 8, 2022 Sanborn maps, topographic 
maps, environmental 
database records, aerial 
photographs 
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13.0  SIGNATURES OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONALS 

We declare that, to the best of our professional knowledge and belief, we meet the definition of 
Environmental Professional as defined in §312.10 of 40 CFR 312.  We have specific qualifications 
based on education, training, and experience to assess a property.  We have developed and 
performed all appropriate inquiries in conformance with the standards and practices set forth in 40 
CFR Part 312. 

2/7/2023 

Lance Lindberg  Date 
Project Manager / Senior Scientist 

2/7/2023 

Helen Amiri Date 
Staff Engineer 

2/7/2023 

Ryan J. Whaley Date 
Environmental Manager 
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14.0 QUALIFICATIONS OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONALS 
 

Lance Lindberg 
Project Manager/Senior Scientist 
llindberg@trimediaee.com 
 
Summary of Professional Experience 
Mr. Lindberg is an environmental scientist with over 30 years of experience with a strong 
background in environmental due diligence. His areas of specialty include Phase I/II environmental 
site assessments and baseline environmental assessments; asbestos surveys and lead-based 
paint inspections, CERCLA and RCRA facility investigations; and soil and groundwater 
contamination and remediation. Mr. Lindberg has conducted site investigations and closures 
associated with Part 201 of Michigan’s Public Act 451 and underground storage tank (UST) 
regulations of Michigan’s Part 213 of Public Act 451. Mr. Lindberg’s experience also includes direct 
involvement with on-site activities associated with environmental investigation and remediation 
projects.  
 
Mr. Lindberg is responsible for project management, regulatory and client contact, evaluation and 
assessment of contaminated sites, field activities and preparation of reports. He has coordinated 
and conducted environmental investigations, groundwater monitoring, free product monitoring and 
removal, soil disposal, and remediation system installation and operation. He has conducted site 
inspections to meet the requirements of SWPPs, SPCCs and PIPPs at industrial sites. Mr. Lindberg 
is also experienced in preparing bid specifications, work plans, supervising field operations and 
remediation activities, coordinating and conducting sampling activities and permitting. He has 
coordinated the sampling and disposal/recycling of nonhazardous and hazardous materials for 
clients. 
 
Certifications 
 Licensed Asbestos Inspector, State of Michigan (A35442) 
 OSHA 40-Hour Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response 
 Mine Safety and Health Administration 24-Hour Training 
 State of Michigan Storm Water Management Operator - Construction Site (C-12598) 
 State of Michigan Storm Water Management Operator - Industrial Site (I-08446) 
 American Red Cross First Aid and CPR 

 
Education 
 B.S. – Industrial Technology, Northern Michigan University, Marquette, Michigan  

 
 Professional Affiliations 

 Marquette County Brownfield Redevelopment Authority Board Member, 2010 to Present 
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Helen Amiri, EIT 
Staff Engineer 
hamiri@trimediaee.com 
 
Summary of Professional Experience 
Ms. Helen Amiri is an environmental engineer with an educational background centered on practical 
application. As part of her master’s program, she served in the South Pacific as a Peace Corps 
Water and Sanitation Hygiene Specialist, working with rural island communities, government 
agencies, and international nongovernmental organizations to improve water and sanitation 
infrastructure.  
 
Ms. Amiri has experience which includes consulting with industry for stormwater compliance, 
wastewater treatment and hazardous material disposal. She has experience writing Phase I 
Environmental Site Assessments and has assisted with air quality compliance reporting. She has 
written environmental baselines to establish conservation easements and has experience 
performing conservation compliance monitoring. 
 
Ms. Amiri has years of experience in drilling environments, supporting domestic well water and 
geotechnical drilling teams in isolated settings. Prior to joining TriMedia, she was co-owner of a 
drilling company in Vanuatu, where she coordinated with diverse teams on a variety of development 
projects. 
 
Certifications 
 E.I.T., State of Michigan 
 OSHA 40-Hour Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response 
 Mine Safety and Health Administration 24-Hour Training 
 State of Michigan Storm Water Operator – Construction Sites (#23518) 
 State of Michigan Storm Water Operator – Industrial Sites (#18931)  
 American Heart Association CPR and First Aid 

 
Education 
 M.S. – Environmental Engineering, Michigan Technological University, Houghton, 

Michigan. 
 Graduate Certificate – Sustainable Water Resource Systems, Michigan Technological 

University, Houghton, Michigan. 
 M.A. (Hons.) – International Relations and Film Studies, University of St. Andrews, St. 

Andrews, United Kingdom. 
 

 Professional Affiliations 
 Marquette County Solid Waste Management Authority Board Member, 2022 to Present 
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Ryan Whaley, CHMM, REHS 
Environmental Manager 
rwhaley@trimediaee.com 
 
Summary of Professional Experience   
Mr. Whaley lends his expertise on projects involving subsurface soil and water characterization, 
environmental site assessments, and regulatory compliance.  
 
Mr. Whaley has considerable experience in the environmental and regulatory compliance industry.  
Areas of expertise include underground storage tank management, site characterization and 
investigation, remediation, environmental monitoring and permitting, waste management, 
brownfield redevelopment, environmental drilling and the investigation and cleanup of accidental 
spills. 
 
Additionally, Mr. Whaley supports client communication through development of written reports and 
correspondence, dissemination and compilation of technical data, project planning and scheduling, 
and familiarity with environmental regulations.   
 
Mr. Whaley completed his Bachelor of Science degree from Ball State University in Natural 
Resources and Environmental Management with an emphasis on Land Management. 
 
Certifications 
 CHMM – Certified Hazardous Material Manager – Institute of Hazardous Materials 

Managers (IHMM) 
 REHS/RS – Registered Environmental Health Specialist/Registered Sanitarian - National 

Environmental Health Association (NEHA) 
 OSHA 40-Hour Hazardous Waste Operation and Emergency Response 

 
Education 
 BS – Natural Resources and Environmental Management, Ball State University, Muncie, 

Indiana 
 

 Professional Affiliations 
 National Ground Water Association 
 Certified Hazardous Materials Managers of Michigan 
 Former Executive Board Member for the Michigan Environmental Health Association 

(MEHA) 
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1.0 SUMMARY 
 
TriMedia Environmental & Engineering Services, LLC (TriMedia) was retained by Sawyer 
International Airport and Business Center to complete a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment 
(Phase I ESA) of a property located at 232 G Avenue in Gwinn, Michigan (“subject property”). The 
Phase I ESA was conducted in general accordance with American Society for Testing and Materials 
(ASTM) Standard Practice for Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessment Process (E1527-13). 
 
After a review of environmental records, site reconnaissance, review of historical data, and select 
interviews, TriMedia found indication of one (1) Controlled Recognized Environmental Condition 
(CREC) associated with the subject property.  The identified CREC includes: 
 
 A site of environmental contamination (K.I. Sawyer AFB-SS-17) with documented soil and 

groundwater contamination has active land use controls, including a restriction on the use 
of groundwater. The subject property is located within the groundwater use restriction area. 
The groundwater use restriction presents a REC to the subject property. 

 
 

2.0 INTRODUCTION 
 

2.1 LOCATION AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION  
The subject property is located at 232 G Avenue in Gwinn, Michigan. The subject property 
consists of a building of approximately 4,088 square feet located at the intersection of 10th 
Street and G Avenue in Gwinn, Michigan. A legal description is contained in Appendix B. 
 
The location of the subject property is presented in Figure 1 and Figure 2, located in 
Appendix A. Please refer to Appendix C for photographs of the subject property and 
surrounding properties.  
 

2.2 PURPOSE 
The purpose of the Phase I ESA was to evaluate the subject property for the presence of 
RECs (as defined by ASTM E1527-13).  This investigative effort was conducted to provide 
the prospective owner with a basis for asserting landowner liability protections and defenses 
(should landowner liability protections and defenses become necessary) under the 
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 
(CERCLA) (42 U.S.C. et seq.) and applicable state law. 
 
This evaluation was conducted in general accordance with ASTM Standard Practice for 
Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process (E1527-
13).  Performance of this Phase I ESA is intended to reduce, but not eliminate, uncertainty 
regarding environmental matters, while recognizing reasonable limits of time and cost.   
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The following terms and acronyms may appear in this report: 

 
1. Aboveground Storage Tank (AST) – any tank that currently is or has in the past been 

used to contain hazardous substances or petroleum products, and which is located at 
least 90% above surface grade. 

 
2. Activity and Use Limitations (AULs) – legal (institutional controls) or physical 

(engineering controls) restrictions or limitations on the use of, or access to, a site or 
facility: (1) to reduce or eliminate potential exposure to hazardous substances or 
petroleum products in the soil, soil vapor, groundwater, and/or surface water on the 
property, or (2) to prevent activities that could interfere with the effectiveness of a 
response action, in order to ensure maintenance of a condition of no significant risk to 
public health or the environment.  

 
3.  Adjoining Property – any real property or properties the border of which is contiguous or 

partially contiguous with that of the subject property, or that would be contiguous or 
partially contiguous with that of the subject property but for a street, road, or other public 
thoroughfare separating them.     

 
4. Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generator (CESQG) – handler generates, 

transports, stores, or treats one hundred (100) kilograms or less of hazardous waste per 
calendar month and accumulates one thousand (1000) kilograms or less of hazardous 
waste at any time. 

 
5. Controlled Recognized Environmental Condition (CREC) – a recognized environmental 

condition resulting from a past release of hazardous substances or petroleum products 
that has been addressed to the satisfaction of applicable regulatory authority (for 
example, as evidenced by the issuance of a no further action letter or equivalent, or 
meeting risk-based criteria established by regulatory authority), with hazardous 
substances or petroleum products allowed to remain in place subject to the 
implementation of required controls (for example, property use restrictions, activity and 
use limitations, institutional controls, or engineering controls).  A CREC is to be listed in 
the findings section of the Phase I ESA report, and as a REC in the conclusions section 
of the Phase I ESA. 

 
6. De minimis condition – a condition that generally does not present a threat to human 

health or the environment and that generally would not be the subject of an enforcement 
action if brought to the attention of appropriate governmental agencies.  Conditions 
determined to be de minimis conditions are not recognized environmental conditions nor 
controlled recognized environmental conditions. 

7. EGLE – Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy, formerly the 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) prior to April 22, 2019.   
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8. Environmental Lien - a charge, security, or encumbrance upon title to a property to 

secure payment of a cost, damage, debt, obligation, or duty arising out of response 
actions, clean-up, or other remediation of hazardous substances or petroleum products 
upon a property, including (but not limited to) liens imposed pursuant to CERCLA 42 
USC 9607(1) & 9607(r) and similar state or local laws. 

 
9. Fire Insurance Maps - maps produced for private fire insurance companies (i.e., 

Sanborn Maps) that indicate historical uses of properties at specific dates. 
 
10. Hazardous Substance - a substance defined as a hazardous substance pursuant to 

CERCLA 42 USC 9601(14) as interpreted by EPA regulations and the courts. 
 

11. Historical Recognized Environmental Condition (HREC) – a past release of any 
hazardous substances or petroleum products that has occurred in connection with the 
property and has been addressed to the satisfaction of the applicable regulatory 
authority or meeting unrestricted use criteria established by a regulatory authority, 
without subjecting the property to any required controls (for example, property use 
restrictions, activity and use restrictions, institutional controls, or engineering controls).    

 
12. Large Quantity Generator (LQG) – handler generates, transports, stores, or treats over 

one thousand (1000) kilograms of hazardous waste or over one kilogram of acutely 
hazardous waste per calendar month. 

 
13. LUST – an underground storage tank on the State of Michigan list of leaking 

underground storage tank sites. 
 

14. Material Threat – a physically observable or obvious threat which is reasonably likely to 
lead to a release that is threatening and may result in a negative impact to public health 
or the environment. 

 
15. Migrate/migration – for purposes of this practice, “migrate” and “migration” refers to the 

movement of hazardous substance or petroleum products in any form, including, for 
example, solid and liquid at the surface or subsurface, and vapor in the subsurface. 

 
16. PCB - Polychlorinated Biphenyl. 

 
17. Petroleum Products - petroleum, including crude oil or any fraction thereof which is not 

otherwise specifically listed or designated as a hazardous substance under CERCLA 42 
USC, including natural gas, natural gas liquids, and synthetic gas usable for fuel.  
 

18. Physical Setting Sources - sources that provide information about the geologic, 
hydrogeologic, or topographical characteristics of the site. 
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19. Reasonably Ascertainable - information that is (1) publicly available, (2) obtainable from 
a source within reasonable time and cost constraints, and (3) practically reviewable. 

 
20. Recognized Environmental Condition (REC) – the presence or likely presence of any 

hazardous substances or petroleum products in, on, or at a property: (1) due to release 
to the environment; (2) under conditions indicative of a release to the environment; or 
(3) under conditions that pose a material threat of a future release to the environment.  
De minimis conditions are not recognized environmental conditions. 

 
21. Small Quantity Generator (SQG) – handler generates, transports, stores, or treats more 

than one hundred (100) and less than one thousand (1,000) kilograms of hazardous 
waste during any calendar month and accumulates less than six thousand (6,000) 
kilograms of hazardous waste at any time. 

 
22. Underground Storage Tank (UST) - any tank, including underground piping connected 

to the tank, that is or has been used to contain hazardous substances or petroleum 
products and the volume of which is 10% or more beneath surface grade. 

 
23. Vapor Encroachment Condition (VEC) – the presence or likely presence of chemical of 

concern (COC) vapors in the subsurface of the subject property caused by the release 
of vapors from contaminated soil or groundwater either on or near the subject property 
as identified by Tier 1 or Tier 2 procedures outlined in ASTM Standard Guide for Vapor 
Encroachment Screening on Property Involved in Real Estate Transactions (E2600-10).  

 
24. Very Small Quantity Generators (VSQG) (formerly Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity 

Generator (CESQG)) – handler generates, transports, stores, or treats one hundred 
(100) kilograms or less of hazardous waste per calendar month and accumulates one 
thousand (1000) kilograms or less of hazardous waste at any time. 

 

2.3 DETAILED SCOPE OF SERVICES 
This Phase I ESA is based on the scope of services defined in the TriMedia Technical and 
Cost Proposal dated September 26, 2022, and accepted by Mr. Gerald Corkin, Chairperson 
of the Marquette County Board of Commissioners, on October 27, 2022.  The scope of 
services included a site reconnaissance, regulatory and historical records review, interviews 
with individuals knowledgeable about the subject property, and development of this report 
in accordance with ASTM E1527-13, Standard Practice for Environmental Site 
Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process.  
  
The following are not typically part of an ASTM E1527-13 Phase I ESA and were not 
included in the scope of services provided by TriMedia: asbestos and radon sampling, 
groundwater sampling and analysis, mold assessment, lead-based paint inspection and 
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analysis, lead in drinking water analysis, wetland delineation, regulatory compliance 
(includes health and safety), indoor air quality analysis, and Endangered Species Act.  
 

2.4 SIGNIFICANT ASSUMPTIONS 
No significant assumptions were made in this Phase I ESA.  
 

2.5 LIMITATIONS AND EXCEPTIONS 
Other than the usual time and budgetary constraints established by the Technical and Cost 
Proposal accepted by Sawyer International Airport and Business Center for this Phase I 
ESA, and the usual circumstance that not all historical sources listed in the ASTM Standard 
were reasonably ascertainable, no significant limitations were encountered during the 
development of this Phase I ESA.   
 
No warranty, either expressed or implied, can be made that conditions observed at the site 
are representative of all areas of the subject property.  Data collected for this Phase I ESA 
were obtained for the purpose stated and should not be used for reasons other than those 
intended. The conditions reported herein apply only to those specific locations and times at 
which the work was completed.  Conclusions made in this Phase I ESA are based on 
reasonably ascertainable information and data and represent the professional judgment and 
interpretations of TriMedia. 
 

2.6 SPECIAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS  
 No special terms or conditions apply to this report. 
 

2.7 USER RELIANCE  
This Phase I ESA is prepared for the exclusive use and reliance of Sawyer International 
Airport and Business Center.  Use or reliance by any other party is prohibited without the 
written authorization of Sawyer International Airport and Business Center and TriMedia.  
 
Environmental conditions and regulations are continually evolving and are subject to change 
and interpretation.  Do not assume current conditions and/or regulatory positions will remain 
constant.  Furthermore, because the data contained within this Phase I ESA are subject to 
professional interpretation, other professionals may reach differing conclusions. 
 
Continued viability of this report is subject to ASTM E1527-13 Sections 4.6 and 4.7.  If the 
Phase I ESA will be used by a different user (third party) than the user for whom the ESA 
was originally prepared, the third party must also satisfy the user’s responsibilities in Section 
6 of ASTM E1527-13. 
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3.0 USER PROVIDED INFORMATION 

 
Mr. Duane DuRay, Director of Operations/Airport Manager of Sawyer International Airport and 
Business Center, completed the User Questionnaire on November 29, 2022. Mr. DuRay provided 
the following information on the subject property. 
 

3.1 TITLE RECORDS 
A title search and search of judicial records for environmental liens and activity and use 
limitations (AULs) were not provided by Sawyer International Airport. TriMedia assumes the 
client is evaluating this information outside the context of this report. 
 

3.2 ENVIRONMENTAL LIENS OR ACTIVITY AND USE LIMITATIONS 
Mr. DuRay indicated the presence of an environmental liens or AULs in connection with the 
site. Navigational precautions must be adhered to as per Part 77 of the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) regulations.  
 

3.3 SPECIALIZED KNOWLEDGE OR EXPERIENCE 
Mr. DuRay does not have specialized knowledge of the subject property. 
 

3.4 COMMONLY KNOWN OR REASONABLY ASCERTAINABLE INFORMATION 
Mr. DuRay does have knowledge of commonly known or reasonably ascertainable 
information regarding the subject property or adjoining properties. He reported the property 
was previously part of an air force base and various hazardous materials may have been 
stored or used. Mr. DuRay reports that currently the structure is in various levels of 
deterioration and may contain asbestos, lead-based paints, mold, and other hazardous 
materials.  
 

3.5 VALUATION REDUCTION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
According to Mr. DuRay the structure is believed to contain lead-based paint, asbestos, 
mold, and possibly other hazardous materials. He recommends the use of PPE when 
entering the structure. 
 

3.6 OWNER, PROPERTY MANAGER, AND OCCUPANT INFORMATION 
Mr. DuRay oversees operations of Sawyer International Airport and surrounding properties. 
The subject property is currently vacant. 
 

3.7 REASONS FOR PERFORMING PHASE I ESA 
This Phase I ESA was commissioned by Sawyer International Airport and Business Center 
in connection with demolishing structures on the subject property.   
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4.0 RECORDS REVIEW 

 
4.1 STANDARD ENVIRONMENTAL RECORD SOURCES 
 TriMedia conducted a review of regulatory agency files to determine if the subject property 

and/or adjacent properties are, or were, known sites of environmental contamination. 
Reasonably ascertainable environmental record sources were investigated, and standard 
sources were reviewed by TriMedia.  A summary report of the review, provided by 
Environmental Data Resources, Inc. (EDR) as the EDR Radius MapTM Report with 
GeoCheck® (EDR Radius Map Report), is included in Appendix D: Regulatory 
Documentation. A number of environmental data sources were reviewed, and documented 
sites were found within the ASTM E1527-13 search radius around the subject property.  The 
following data sources were investigated:  

 
Federal Databases 

Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Sites 

NPL 
The NPL is the USEPA’s database of uncontrolled or 
abandoned hazardous waste facilities that have been listed for 
priority remedial actions under the Superfund Program. 

1.0 0 

NPL (Proposed) Proposed National Priority List Sites 1.0 0 

NPL (Delisted) 
The NPL Delisted refers to facilities that have been removed 
from the NPL. 

1.0 0 

NPL LIENS Federal Superfund Liens Site 0 

SEMS 

The Superfund Enterprise Management System (SEMS) 
tracks hazardous waste sites, potentially hazardous waste 
sites, and remedial activities performed in support of EPA’s 
Program across the United States. The list was formerly known 
as CERCLIS, renamed SEMS by the EPA in 2015. The list 
contains data on potentially hazardous waste sites that have 
been reported to the USEPA by states, municipalities, private 
companies, and private persons, pursuant to Section 103 of 
the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, 
and Liability Act (CERCLA).  This dataset also contains sites 
which are either proposed to or on the NPL and site which are 
in the screening and assessment phase for possible inclusion 
on the NPL. 

0.5 0 

SEMS - 
ARCHIVE 

The Superfund Enterprise Management System - Archive 
tracks sites that have no further interest under the Federal 
Superfund Program. The list was formerly known as the 
CERCLIS-NFRAP, renamed by EPA in 2015. Archived sites 
have been removed and archived from the inventory of SEMS 
sites. Archived status indicates that, to the best of EPA’s 
knowledge, assessment at a site has been completed and that 
EPA has determined no further steps will be taken to list the 
site on the NPL. 

0.5 0 



  

 

 
- 8 - 

Phase I ESA 
Building 731, Gwinn, MI   
Project Number 2021-2800 
 

Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Sites 

RCRA 
CORRACTS/ 

TSD 

The USEPA maintains a database of RCRA facilities 
associated with treatment, storage, and disposal (TSD) of 
hazardous waste that are undergoing “corrective action.”  A 
“corrective action” order is issued when there has been a 
release of hazardous waste or constituents into the 
environment from a RCRA facility. 

1.0 0 

RCRA Non-
CORRACTS/ 

TSD 

The RCRA Non-CORRACTS/TSD Database is a compilation 
by the USEPA of facilities which report storage, transportation, 
treatment, or disposal of hazardous waste.  Unlike the RCRA 
CORRACTS/TSD database, the RCRA Non-CORRACTS/TSD 
database does not include RCRA facilities where corrective 
action is required. 

0.5 0 

RCRA 
Generators 

The RCRA Generators database, maintained by the USEPA, 
lists facilities that generate hazardous waste as part of their 
normal business practices.  Generators are listed as large, 
small, or conditionally exempt.  LQGs produce at least 1000 
kg/month of non-acutely hazardous waste or 1 kg/month of 
acutely hazardous waste.  SQGs produce 100-1000 kg/month 
of non-acutely hazardous waste.  VSQGs are those that 
generate less than 100 kg/month of non-acutely hazardous 
waste. 

0.25 5 

RCRA NonGen / 
NLR 

The RCRA-NonGen database, maintained by the USEPA, lists 
facilities that were previously listed in the RCRA Generators 
database but no longer generate hazardous waste as part of 
their normal business practices (No Longer Regulated).   

0.25 0 

ERNS 
The ERNS is a listing compiled by the USEPA on reported 
releases of petroleum and hazardous substances to the air, soil 
and/or water. 

Subject 
Property 

0 

HMIRS Hazardous Materials Information Reporting System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

IC / EC 

A listing of sites with engineering and/or institutional controls in 
place.  Engineering controls include various forms of caps, 
building foundations, liners, and treatment methods to create 
pathway elimination for regulated substances to enter 
environmental media or effect human health.  Institutional 
controls include administrative measures, such as 
groundwater use restrictions, construction restrictions, 
property use restrictions, and post remediation care 
requirements intended to prevent exposure to contaminants 
remaining on site.  Deed restrictions are generally required as 
part of the institutional controls. 

0.5 0 

DOD Department of Defense Sites 1.0 0 

FUDS Formerly Used Defense Sites 1.0 0 

US 
BROWNFIELDS 

A listing of Brownfield Sites 0.5 4 

CONSENT Superfund (CERCLA) Consent Decrees 1.0 0 

ROD Records of Decision 1.0 0 

UMTRA Uranium Mill Tailings Sites 0.5 0 
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Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Sites 

ODI Open Dump Inventory 0.5 0 

TRIS Toxic Chemical Release Inventory System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

TSCA Toxic Substances Control Act 
Subject 
Property 

0  

FTTS FIFRA/TSCA Tracking System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

SSTS Section 7 Tracking Systems 
Subject 
Property 

0 

ICIS Integrated Compliance Information System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

LUCIS Land Use Control Information System 0.5 0 

RADINFO Radiation Information Database 
Subject 
Property 

0 

CDL Clandestine Drug Labs 
Subject 
Property 

0 

PADS PCB Activity Database System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

MLTS Material Licensing Tracking System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

MINES Mines Master Index File 0.25 0 

ECHO Enforcement and Compliance History Information 
Subject 
Property 

0 

FINDS Facility Index System/Facility Registry System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

RAATS RCRA Administrative Action Tracking System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

2020 COR Action 

The EPA has set ambitious goals for the RCRA Corrective 
Action program by creating the 2020 Corrective Action 
Universe. This RCRA cleanup baseline includes facilities 
expected to need corrective action. 

0.25 0 

 
State Databases 

Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Facilities 

State Hazardous 
Waste 

EGLE maintains a database of state equivalent CERCLIS 
facilities in the State of Michigan. 

1.0 0 

SWF/LF 
EGLE maintains a database of solid waste disposal facilities 
and landfills in the State of Michigan. 

0.5 0 

LUST 
EGLE has compiled a database of Leaking Underground 
Storage Tank in the State of Michigan. 

0.5 5 

UST 
EGLE has compiled a database of registered Underground 
Storage Tanks in the State of Michigan. 

0.25 0 

AST 
EGLE has compiled a database of registered Aboveground 
Storage Tanks in the State of Michigan. 

0.25 0 

BEA 
EGLE maintains a listing of properties in which a Baseline 
Environmental Assessment (BEA) has been conducted.   

0.5 0 
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Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Facilities 

AUL Sites with institutional and/or engineering controls in place.   0.5 2 

AIRS Permit and Emissions Inventory Data 0.001 0 

DRYCLEANERS 
EGLE maintains a list of dry cleaning facilities in the State of 
Michigan.   

0.25 0 

LIENS 
EGLE maintains a list of liens placed on a property due to an 
environmental condition.   

Subject 
Property 

0 

BROWNFIELDS Brownfields Site Location Listing 0.5 0 

SPILLS The State of Michigan maintains a list of spills 
Subject 
Property 

0 

Inventory Inventory of Facilities 0.5 4 

Part 201 
EGLE maintains a database of “facilities” as defined by Part 
201 

1.0 7 

WDS Waste Data System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

 
Tribal Databases 

Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Facilities 

INDIAN 
RESERVE 

Indian Reservations 1.0 0 

INDIAN LUST Leaking Underground Storage Tanks on Indian land 0.5 0 

INDIAN UST 
EGLE has compiled a database of registered Underground 
Storage Tanks on Indian land in the State of Michigan. 

0.25 0 

 
EDR Proprietary Records 

Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Facilities 

Manufactured 
Gas Plants 

EDR Proprietary Manufactured Gas Plants 1.0 0 

Historical Auto 
Stations 

EDR Exclusive Historic Gas Stations 0.25 0 

Historical Dry 
Cleaners 

EDR Exclusive Historic Dry Cleaners 0.25 0 

 
The following table summarizes the site-specific information provided by the database 
and/or gathered by this office for identified facilities. Sites are listed in order of proximity to 
the subject property. Distances of most of the sites were adjusted to field observed and/or 
mapped distances and should be considered approximate. In addition to the cited site-
specific information, EDR provides a generalized approximate groundwater flow direction 
based on surface topography (EDR Radius Map, Groundwater Flow Direction Information). 
According to EDR, the groundwater flow direction to the southwest. Prior professional 
knowledge indicates groundwater flow is locally to the southeast. Local groundwater depth 
is estimated to be greater than 60 feet below grade based on static water level data obtained 
from a 2020 Annual Groundwater Report for the United States Air Force Civil Engineer 
Center. 
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Additional discussion for selected sites may follow the summary table. 
 

Listed Sites 

Site Name and Location Estimated Distance/Direction/Gradient Database Listings 

Building 732 
541 9th Street 

Approximately 30 feet / Southeast / Down 
gradient   

FINDS, US Brownfields 

225 Airport Road 
Approximately 350 feet / Northwest / Up 

gradient 

PFAS, AUL, WDS, RCRA-
VSQG, FUDS, Inventory, 

Part 201, BEA 

125 G Avenue 
Approximately 360 feet / North / Up 

gradient 
AST, AIRS, WDS, RCRA-

VSQG 

Building 726 
249 E Avenue  

Approximately 418 feet / South / Down 
gradient  

UST  

Argonics Inc. 
520 9th Street 

Approximately 541 feet / Southeast / Side 
gradient 

WDS, FINDS, ECHO, 
RCRA-VSQG 

Building 709 
211 7th Street 

Approximately 1,150 feet / Southeast / 
Side gradient 

UST, LUST, Inventory 

Building 708 
0 Parallel Taxiway 

Approximately 1,150 feet / Southeast / 
Side gradient 

UST 

Superior Extrusion Inc. 
118 G Avenue 

Approximately 1,400 feet / North-
Northeast / Up gradient 

Inventory, BEA 

Building 741 
114 G Avenue 

Approximately 2,230 feet / North-
Northeast / Up gradient 

US Brownfields, FINDS  

 
Subject Property 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report does not list the subject property in its databases. However, 
additional research in the EPA Brownfield database indicated an entry for Building 731 
(ACRES ID: 236202). Assessments were conducted in 2013 with an additional assessment 
conducted in 2018. The entry indicates asbestos was found in the building materials at the 
property. Asbestos is outside the scope Phase I ESAs; as such, the subject property is not 
a REC. 
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Building 732 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 732 located at 541 9th Street on the US 
Brownfields and FINDS databases. Building 732 is adjacent to the south of the subject 
property. The EPA Facility Index System (FINDS) is a central and common inventory of 
facilities monitored or regulated by the EPA. Building 732 was listed in the Brownfield 
database (ACRES ID: 236203). The entry indicated assessments were conducted in 2013 
and 2018. According to the entry, “no asbestos-containing building materials were found 
during the asbestos survey.” No additional hazards are indicated in the entry. Building 732 
is not considered a REC.   
 
225 Airport Road 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed the US Transportation Security Administration (TSA) 
located at 225 Airport Road on the PFAS, RCRA-VSQG, AUL, and WDS databases. The 
Waste Data System (WDS) tracks activities at sites regulated by the Solid Waste, Scrap 
Tire, Hazardous Waste, and Liquid Industrial Waste programs. The WDS entry for TSA 
contains operator information but otherwise does not list activities, including any history of 
inspections or violations. The PFAS listing refers to the chemicals per- and polyfluoroalkyl 
substances (PFAS) which are a class of compounds not currently in scope for Phase I ESAs. 
A land use restriction is detailed in a declaration of restrictive covenants, which primarily 
restricts the use of groundwater. The land closest to the subject property in the declaration 
of restrictive covenants is FT-07, located north of the domestic airport terminal.  
 
At the same address, K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base is listed on the FUDS, Inventory, Part 201, 
and BEA databases. The Federal Used Defense Sits (FUDS) listing showed a preliminary 
assessment had been performed at K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base and no projects were 
planned for that location. The Remediation Information Data Exchange (RIDE), operated by 
EGLE Remediation and Redevelopment Division, has an entry for K.I. Sawyer Airport. The 
entry lists multiple contaminants impacting the location including petroleum volatile and semi 
volatile organic compounds, chlorinated volatile and semi volatile organic compounds, and 
elements, metals, or other inorganics. The BEA entry indicates a Baseline Environmental 
Assessment was performed to document existing contamination. Two BEAs are on file for 
225 Airport Road, however, electronic mail correspondence from the EGLE’s Remediation 
and Redevelopment Division indicates that file information has been misplaced and is 
unavailable. 
 
Documentation regarding long term groundwater monitoring, obtained through EGLE, 
indicates multiple areas impacted by contamination throughout the former Air Force Base. 
The site designated “K.I. Sawyer AFB – SS-17” includes soil use restrictions under the 
operations apron at Sawyer International Airport and a groundwater use restriction 
extending from the operations apron east beyond Kelly Johnson Memorial Highway. The 
groundwater use restriction remains active due to impacted groundwater plumes within the 
restriction area. This is considered a REC. 
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125 Avenue G 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed a service building, part of the airport facilities, located 
at 125 Avenue G on the AST, AIRS, WDS, and RCRA-VSQG databases. The AIRS listing 
refers to a database of point sources of air pollution across the United States. The WDS 
entry for Sawyer International Airport at “125 Avenue G” has record of four inspections. The 
most recent entry from 2022 notes a violation with a return to compliance within one week. 
The other three entries contain no record of violation at the site. Documentation obtained 
from the Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA) indicates the 
ASTs located at 125 G Avenue are inspected on a triennial basis. The tanks were installed 
in 2005 and 2020 with overfill and spill protections compliant with relevant standards. There 
is no entry in RIDE for 125 G Avenue. The service center at 125 G Avenue is unlikely to be 
a REC. 
 
Building 726 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 726 located at 249 East Avenue G (formerly 
8th Street) on the UST database. The Michigan UST database indicates two USTs are 
associated with Building 726 (Facility ID: 00015270). 
 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-057675-15 275 Diesel 04/07/1981 07/09/1992 

UTK-019028-15 550 Diesel 07/20/1992 07/22/1996 

 
TriMedia submitted a FOIA request to LARA. Correspondence dated January 13, 1994 
indicates clean closure of UTK-057675-15. A site assessment review report dated 
September 4, 1996 confirms the clean removal of UTK-019028-15. 
 
Although the EDR Radius Map™ Report does not list Building 726 on the US Brownfields 
database, additional research yielded an entry for Building 726 (ACRES ID: 236201). 
Assessments were conducted in 2013 with an additional assessment conducted in 2018. 
The entry indicates asbestos was found in the building materials at the property. Asbestos 
is outside the scope of Phase I ESAs. Building 726 is not considered a REC. 
 
Argonics Inc. 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Argonics, Inc. located at 520 9th Street on the WDS, 
FINDS, ECHO, and RCRA-VSQG databases. The WDS entry for Argonics, Inc. lists two 
compliance violations. Both violation entries (one from 2012 and the other from 2017) 
indicate a return to compliance approximately one month after the violations were recorded. 
Neither entry was listed as a “high priority” in the database. The Enforcement and 
Compliance History Online (ECHO) database listing indicates the generator has active 
status with no violations noted in the previous 12 quarters. There was no record of formal 
enforcement in the listing. Argonics, Inc. is not considered a REC. 
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Building 709 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 709 located at 211 7th Street (formerly D 
Street) on the UST, LUST, and Inventory databases. Eight USTs are associated with 
Building 709 (Facility ID: 00006513). 
 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-004433-15 30,000 Diesel 02/06/1959 10/16/1991 

UTK-076729-15 15,000 Diesel 10/29/1991 07/20/1996 

UTK-047531-15 1,000 Used Oil 10/29/1991 07/20/1995 

UTK-076725-15 15,000 Diesel 10/29/1991 07/19/1996 

UTK-000947-15 12,000 Diesel 02/06/1959 10/16/1991 

UTK-038433-15 200 Used Oil 02/06/1959 10/16/1991 

UTK-076717-15 30,000 Diesel 02/06/1959 10/16/1991 

UTK-013293-15 30,000 Diesel 02/06/1959 10/16/1991 

 
TriMedia submitted a FOIA requests to LARA and EGLE. Correspondence dated January 
30, 1992 confirms the removal of five USTs in 1991 and the installation of three replacement 
tanks at Building 709. The discovery of release C-2007-91, reported September 26, 1991, 
is recorded in documentation provided by LARA. Electronic mail correspondence from the 
EGLE’s Remediation and Redevelopment Division indicates that file information does not 
exist for Building 709 or release C-2007-91. Given the relative gradient and distance of 
Building 709 to the subject property, Building 709 is not considered a REC. 
 
Building 708 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 708 on the UST database. The Michigan 
UST database indicates one UST associated with Building 708 (Facility ID: 00019951).  
 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-048028-15 2,000 Other (JP-4) 02/21/1983 08/28/1991 

 
TriMedia submitted a FOIA request with LARA. Documentation regarding Facility 19951 
relates to Building 7083 (located on Parallel Taxiway), not Building 708 (located at 240 D 
Avenue). The listing of Building 708 on the EDR Radius Map™ Report was an error. Building 
708 is not considered a REC. 

 
Superior Extrusion Inc. 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Superior Extrusion Inc. located at 118 G Avenue on 
the Inventory and BEA databases. No contaminants were listed in the RIDE entry for 
Superior Extrusion, Inc. Superior Extrusion, Inc. is not considered a REC. 
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Building 741 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 741 on the US Brownfields and FINDS 
databases. Building 741 was listed in the Brownfield database (ACRES ID: 235322). 
Assessments were conducted in 2013 with supplemental assessments conducted in 2017. 
The entry indicates asbestos was found in the building materials at the property. According 
to the entry, the contaminants were not cleaned up, but cleanup was not deemed necessary 
until “prior to demolition and renovation activities”. No additional contaminants were listed. 
As asbestos is outside the scope for Phase I ESAs, Building 741 is not considered a REC. 

 
Other Sites 
The remaining sites listed on the EDR Radius Map™ Report do not represent environmental 
concerns to the subject property based upon regulatory status, presumed groundwater flow 
direction, and/or relative distance from the property. 
   
Please refer to Appendix D for a copy of the EDR Radius Map Report.    
 

4.2 ADDITIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL RECORD SOURCES 
TriMedia submitted a FOIA request to the FOIA Coordinator for EGLE located in Lansing, 
Michigan for file information for the subject property. Electronic mail correspondence from 
the EGLE’s Remediation and Redevelopment Division indicates that file information does 
not exist for the subject property. 
 

4.3 PHYSICAL SETTING SOURCES 
TriMedia used a United States Geological Survey (USGS) Topographic Map and EDR’s 
GeoCheck® option to obtain information regarding the subject property’s physical setting 
(i.e., soils, geology, hydrology, etc.).  A discussion of the physical setting features is included 
in Section 5.2.4.  
 

4.4 HISTORICAL USE INFORMATION ON THE PROPERTY 
TriMedia reviewed standard historical sources, as identified in E1527-13, to identify potential 
RECs associated with historical use of the property.  TriMedia subcontracted EDR to provide 
the following standard historical sources: 
 
4.4.1 Historical Aerial Photographs 
The EDR Aerial Photo Decade Package provided TriMedia with historical aerial photographs 
from 1939, 1951, 1964, 1975, 1981, 1993, 1998, 2006, 2012, and 2016. Selected 
photographs are summarized below. 
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Historical Aerial Photographs 

Direction Description 

Subject Property 

No structures are visible on the subject property in the photographs from 1939 
through 1981. In the 1993 photograph, the subject property is visible with building 
732 to the south. The footprint of the subject property remains unchanged between 
the 1993 and 2016 aerial photographs.  

North 

North of the subject property, the land appears undeveloped and vegetated from 
the 1939 through 1998 aerial photographs. In the 2006 photograph, the modern-
day domestic airline passenger terminal and parking lots are visible. The footprint 
of the adjacent land north of the subject property remains unchanged between the 
2006 and 2016 aerial photographs.  

East 

East of the subject property is a patch of land undeveloped from 1939 through 1981. 
From the 1993 through 2016 aerial photographs, the patch has been paved and 
serves as a parking lot. Further east along 10th Street, a structure and parking lot 
are visible from the 1964 through 2016 aerial photographs.  

South 

Lands south of the subject property appear undeveloped in the photographs from 
1939 through 1951. In the 1964 photograph, a parking lot is visible in the land 
adjacent to the south of the subject property. Building 732 is visible to the south of 
the subject property in the 1993 photograph. The footprint of the adjacent property 
south of the subject property remains unchanged between the 1993 and 2016 aerial 
photographs. 

West 

Lands west of the subject property appear undeveloped in the photographs from 
1939 through 1951. In the 1964 photograph, land adjacent to the west of the subject 
property consists of runways and airplane parking. Aerial photographs from 1964 
through 2016 show lands to the west used for air traffic operations. 

 
4.4.2 Historical Topographic Maps 
The EDR Historical Topographic Map Report provided TriMedia with historical USGS 
topographic maps from 1932, 1952, 1975, 1985, 2014, 2017, and 2019.  Note that the 2014, 
2017 and 2019 maps only depict topography, roads and streets, and land cover.   
 

Historical Topographic Maps 

Direction Description 

Subject Property 

The subject property appears undeveloped in the earliest map from 1932. A trail 
appears to go through the subject property in the 1952 topographic map. In the 
1975 map, various buildings are depicted as part of the Sawyer Air Force base, yet 
the subject property remains without a structure and 10th Street (running east-west) 
does not intersect Avenue G. The subject property appears developed in the 
topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

North 

The lands north of the subject property appear undeveloped from 1932 through the 
1952 topographic map. In the 1975 map, although much of the air force base 
appears developed, the lands immediately north of the subject property do not 
appear developed. Property north of the subject property appears developed in the 
topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 
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Direction Description 

East 

The lands east of the subject property appear undeveloped from 1932 through the 
1952 topographic map. In the 1975 map, buildings are present to the east of the 
subject property are visible. Property east of the subject property appears 
developed in the topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

South 

The lands south of the subject property appear undeveloped from 1932 through 
the 1952 topographic map. In the 1975 map, buildings to the south of the subject 
property are visible (across what is now 9th Street). Land south of the subject 
property appears developed in the topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

West 

The land west of the subject property appears undeveloped from 1932 through the 
1952 topographic map. In the 1975 map, runways for the air force base are 
depicted west of the subject property. Land west of the subject property appears 
developed, remaining as runways for Sawyer International Airport in the 
topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

 
4.4.3 Historical City Directories 
The EDR City Directory Abstract provided TriMedia with historical business directory (Polk’s 
City Directory) listings for the subject property’s address or addresses in proximity to the 
subject property.  Listings (if listed) were provided from 1992 to 2017 at approximate five-
year intervals.  The following table highlights findings, please refer to Appendix E for a full 
listing of addresses. 

 
Historical City Directories 

Direction Description 

Subject Property 232 Avenue G: Easy Ice and USA Safety Gear (2014-2017). 

North 
118 Avenue G: Superior Extrusion (2005-2017). 
125 Avenue G: Sawyer International Airport (2010-2017). 

East No records east of the subject property were included in the City Directory. 

South No records south of the subject property were included in the City Directory. 

West No records west of the subject property were included in the City Directory. 

 
4.4.4 Historical Fire Insurance Maps 
Historical fire insurance maps (Sanborn Maps) were requested from EDR to evaluate past 
uses of the subject property and surrounding properties. Based on the request, EDR 
indicated Sanborn Maps were not available for the subject property and surrounding area.  

 

4.5 HISTORICAL USE INFORMATION ON SUBJECT PROPERTY 
Based on the previously described environmental records and historical sources, the current 
structure on the subject property first appeared in 1986 for the standardization and 
evaluation administrative department for the former K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. Since the 
closure of the air force base in 1995, the building has been leased intermittently to retailers. 
The building is currently vacant. 
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Please refer to Appendix E for copies of the aerial photographs, topographic maps, and City 
Directories.  
 

4.6 HISTORICAL USE INFORMATION ON ADJOINING PROPERTIES 
Based on the previously described environmental records and historical sources, the area 
surrounding the subject property was generally developed prior to the subject property. 
Building 730, adjacent to the east of the subject property, was built in 1962. Building 730 
housed the air refueling squadron. Building 732, south of the subject property, was built in 
1988 for the bomb squadron. 
 

4.7 RECORDS REVIEW SUMMARY 
Based on a review of historic information, the subject property was developed in 1986 for 
the standardization and evaluation administrative department for the former K.I. Sawyer Air 
Force Base. Since the closure of the air force base in 1995, the building has been leased 
intermittently to retailers. The building is currently vacant. Many sections of the former air 
force base were developed prior to the construction of subject property. Land use controls 
impact soil usage on lands to the west. Groundwater use restrictions impact the subject 
property. This constitutes a REC. 

 
 

5.0 SITE RECONNAISSANCE 

 
5.1 METHODOLOGY AND LIMITING CONDITIONS 

TriMedia, represented by Mr. Lance Lindberg, Senior Scientist, conducted a site 
reconnaissance of the subject property on November 7, 2022. Weather conditions at the 
time of site reconnaissance were overcast with a temperature of approximately 35 degrees 
Fahrenheit (°F). 
 
The site reconnaissance included the following:  

 
 Observation of the subject property, the subject property interior areas, and adjacent 

properties for indications of RECs; 
 

 Visual and physical observation of the periphery of the subject property and structures 
made by walking the perimeter of the subject property, and crisscrossing the site to 
identify points of interest; 

 
 Observation of, surrounding properties, and, 

 
 Interviews with individuals, as available, familiar with the subject property’s history and 

potential environmental liabilities. 
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5.2 GENERAL SITE SETTING 
 

5.2.1 Current Uses of the Subject Property 
The subject property is currently vacant.  
 
5.2.2 Past Uses of the Subject Property  
Based on historical sources, the subject property was built in 1986 to serve as the 
administrative building for the Standardization and Evaluation Department of K.I. Sawyer 
Air Force Base. Since the closure of the former air force base in 1995, the building has been 
intermittently rented by retailers. 
 
5.2.3 Current and Past Uses of Surrounding Properties 
Based on the review of previously described environmental records and historical sources, 
and the completion of site reconnaissance activities, the area surrounding the subject 
property was generally developed prior to the construction of the subject property in 1986. 
The official opening of K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base occurred on May 8, 1959. Building 730, 
adjacent to the east of the subject property, was built in 1962. Building 730 housed the air 
refueling squadron. Other buildings were constructed later than the subject property. 
Building 732, south of the subject property, was built in 1988 to house offices for the bomb 
squadron. Across G Avenue to the west, airport runways operated prior to the construction 
of the subject property. North of the subject property is the passenger terminal and 
parking area. 
 
5.2.4 Geologic, Hydrogeologic, and Topographic Conditions 
The subject property is situated approximately 1,185 feet above mean sea level. The 
surrounding area topography is relatively flat, generally sloping to the south. The geology of 
the area consists of Cambrian stratified rock. The naturally occurring soil type on the subject 
property is Udipsamments, characterized as well drained to excessively drained sands and 
gravels. Local groundwater flow is estimated to be to the southeast in the direction of Silver 
Lead Creek. Silver Lead Creek is located approximately 1.1 miles from the subject property.  
 
5.2.5 General Description of Structures 
A former administrative office building for the air force base currently exists on the subject 
property. The building is 4,088 square feet and is constructed of wood with a slab on grade 
concrete foundation. A concrete storage shed is located east of Building 731. 
 
5.2.6 Roads and Utilities 
The subject property is located at the corner of Avenue G and 10th Street. Parking for the 
subject property is accessed from 9th Street. Utilities available to the subject property consist 
of gas, electrical, cable/internet, and telephone service.  A municipal water supply and 
wastewater treatment facilities serve the subject property.  
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5.3 SITE OBSERVATIONS 
The following table summarizes site observations and interviews. Affirmative responses 
(designated by an “X”) are discussed in more detail following the table.  Photographs of select 
items observed at the subject property are included in Appendix C. 
 

Site Features 

Category Item or Feature Observed 

Site Operations, 
Processes, and 

Equipment 

Emergency generators  

Elevators  

Air compressors  

Hydraulic lifts  

Dry cleaning  

Photo processing  

Laboratory hoods and/or incinerators  

Waste treatment systems and/or water treatment systems  

Heating and/or cooling systems X 

Other processes or equipment  

Aboveground 
Chemical or Waste 

Storage 

Aboveground storage tanks  

Drums, barrels and/or containers  5 gallons  

SDS  

Underground 
Chemical or Waste 

Storage, Drainage or 
Collection Systems 

Underground storage tanks or ancillary UST equipment  

Sumps, cisterns, catch basins and/or dry wells  

Grease traps  

Septic tanks and/or leach fields  

Oil/water separators  

Pipeline markers  

Interior floor drains X 

Electrical 
Transformers/ PCBs 

Pad or pole mounted transformers and/or capacitors X 

Other equipment  

Releases or Potential 
Releases 

Stressed vegetation  

Stained soil   

Stained pavement or similar surface  

Leachate and/or waste seeps  

Trash, debris and/or other waste materials  

Dumping or disposal areas  

Construction/demolition debris and/or dumped fill dirt  

Surface water discoloration, odor, sheen, and/or free-floating 
product 

 

Strong, pungent, or noxious odors   

Exterior pipe discharges and/or other effluent discharges  

Other Notable Site 
Features 

Surface water bodies  

Quarries or pits  

Wells  
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Site Operations, Processes, and Equipment 
 
Heating and/or Cooling Systems 
The building is heated using a natural gas furnace and air conditioning units are located at 
the north and south sides of Building 731. No environmental concerns were noted with the 
heating and cooling systems.  
 
Underground Chemical or Waste Storage, Drainage or Collection Systems 
 
Interior Floor Drains 
Floor drains are located in the men’s and women’s bathroom and a janitorial closet within 
the building. The floor drains are connected to the wastewater treatment system located on 
the former air force base.  
 
Electrical Transformers/ PCBs 
 
Pad or pole mounted transformers and/or capacitors 
A pad-mounted transformer is present near the west side of Building 731. No indications of 
leaks or spills were evident near the transformer. 

 

5.4 SITE RECONNAISSANCE SUMMARY  
The site reconnaissance was conducted on November 7, 2022. The site reconnaissance 
identified heating and cooling systems, pole and pad mounted transformers and interior floor 
drains on the subject property. No RECs were identified at the time of the site 
reconnaissance. 
 
 

6.0 INTERVIEWS 

 

6.1 INTERVIEW WITH OWNER 
TriMedia interviewed Mr. Duane DuRay, Director of Operations at Sawyer International 
Airport and Business Center. He became the manager of the airport in 2012 and assumed 
the role of Director of Operations in 2019. Mr. DuRay indicated the subject property is 
believed to contain lead-based paint, asbestos, mold, and possibly other hazardous 
materials. He recommended the use of PPE when entering the structure. 
 

6.2 INTERVIEW WITH SITE MANAGER 
TriMedia interviewed Mr. Duane DuRay, as noted.  
 

6.3 INTERVIEW WITH OCCUPANTS 
TriMedia interviewed Mr. Duane DuRay, as noted. 
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6.4 INTERVIEWS WITH LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 
TriMedia completed a FOIA request Marquette County Health Department for environmental 
records (i.e., spills, releases, fires) regarding the subject property. The Marquette County 
Health Department indicated that there were no records on file associated with the subject 
property. TriMedia interviewed Mr. Ron Lauren, an officer of Forsyth Township Fire 
Department and Clerk for Forsyth Township. Mr. Lauren indicated no knowledge of fire at 
the subject property since the closure of the air force base in 1995. Records prior to base 
closure were unavailable. 
 

6.5 INTERVIEWS WITH OTHERS 
TriMedia did not interview others regarding the subject property.   
 
 

7.0 FINDINGS 

 
After a review of environmental records, site reconnaissance, review of historical data, and select 
interviews, TriMedia found indication of one (1) CREC associated with the subject property. The 
identified CREC includes: 
 
 A site of environmental contamination (K.I. Sawyer AFB-SS-17) with documented soil and 

groundwater contamination has active land use controls, including a restriction on the use 
of groundwater. The subject property is located within the groundwater use restriction area. 
The groundwater use restriction presents a REC to the subject property. 
 

 

8.0 OPINION 

 
Based on reasonably ascertainable information compiled by TriMedia, as well as information and 
data provided by other select individuals and/or agencies during the completion of this Phase I ESA, 
it is our professional opinion the results of the Phase I ESA have revealed evidence suggesting the 
presence of current environmental concerns regarding potential groundwater contaminant 
migration onto the subject property.  
 
 

9.0 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
TriMedia has performed a Phase I ESA in conformance with the scope and limitations of ASTM 
Practice E1527-13 for property located at 232 G Avenue in Gwinn, Michigan.  Any exceptions to, 
or deletions from, this practice are described in Section 10.0 of this report.  This assessment has 
revealed evidence of one (1) REC in connection with the subject property. Based on the results of 
the Phase I ESA, the depth of groundwater in the vicinity (>60 feet), and the intended demolition 
activities proposed for the subject property, no further evaluation of the identified RECs is required 
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at this time. TriMedia does recommend the following mitigation procedures during demolition 
activities: 
 
 If suspect contaminated soil and/or groundwater is encountered during demolition activities, 

characterization and/or monitoring of the material should be conducted during excavation 
and earth moving activities. 
 

 Demolition contractors and personnel who may encounter contaminated soil and/or 
groundwater should wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) as required with 
state and/or federal requirements for worker safety. 
 

 A site-specific Health and Safety Plan (HASP) shall be the responsibility of the demolition 
contractor to address the RECs identified. 

 
 

10.0 DEVIATIONS 
 
TriMedia has performed this Phase I ESA in conformance with the scope and limitations of ASTM 
Practice E1527-13.  TriMedia relied on the information and data provided by other organizations 
specifically denoted herein. TriMedia used its education, experience, and professional judgment to 
conduct this Phase I ESA.   
 
 

11.0 ADDITIONAL SERVICES  
 

No additional services were included as part of this Phase I ESA. 
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12.0 REFERENCES 

 
  

Name of Data Source 
Date of Initial 

Inquiry 

Date of Most 
Recently 
Provided 

Information 

Supporting 
Documentation 

Duane DuRay 
Director of Operations 
Sawyer International Airport and 
Business Center 
125 G Avenue 
Gwinn, Michigan 49841 
(906) 346-3308 

November 22, 2022 December 5, 2022 User Questionnaire, 
interview information as 
noted in this report 

Marquette County Health Department 
Environmental Health 
184 U.S. 41 East 
Marquette, Michigan 49855 
(906) 475-4195 
ehadmin@mqtco.org 

November 23, 2022 December 7, 2022 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

EGLE – FOIA Coordinator 
Department of Environmental, Great 
Lakes, and Energy 
P.O. Box 30473 
Lansing, MI 48909-7973 
800-662-9278                                        
EGLE-FOIA@michigan.gov 

November 22, 2022 December 22, 2022 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

LARA – FOIA Coordinator  
Department of Licensing and  
Regulatory Affairs  
Ottawa Building  
611 W. Ottawa  
P.O. Box 30004  
Lansing, MI 48909-7973  
517-335-3327  
LARAFOIAInfo@michigan.gov 

November 25, 2022 December 21, 2022 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

Ron Lauren - Officer 
Forsyth Township Fire Department 
186 West Flint Street 
Gwinn, Michigan 49841 
(906) 346-9217 

December 5, 2022 January 5, 2023 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

Environmental Data Resources Inc. 
6 Armstrong Road, 4th Floor 
Shelton, CT 06484 
1-800-352-6802 

November 7, 2022 November 8, 2022 Sanborn maps, topographic 
maps, environmental 
database records, aerial 
photographs 
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13.0  SIGNATURES OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONALS 

We declare that, to the best of our professional knowledge and belief, we meet the definition of 
Environmental Professional as defined in §312.10 of 40 CFR 312.  We have specific qualifications 
based on education, training, and experience to assess a property.  We have developed and 
performed all appropriate inquiries in conformance with the standards and practices set forth in 40 
CFR Part 312. 

2/7/2023 

Lance Lindberg  Date 
Project Manager / Senior Scientist 

2/7/2023 

Helen Amiri Date 
Staff Engineer 

2/7/2023 

Ryan J. Whaley Date 
Environmental Manager 
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14.0 QUALIFICATIONS OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONALS 
 

Lance Lindberg 
Project Manager/Senior Scientist 
llindberg@trimediaee.com 
 
Summary of Professional Experience 
Mr. Lindberg is an environmental scientist with over 30 years of experience with a strong 
background in environmental due diligence. His areas of specialty include Phase I/II environmental 
site assessments and baseline environmental assessments; asbestos surveys and lead-based 
paint inspections, CERCLA and RCRA facility investigations; and soil and groundwater 
contamination and remediation. Mr. Lindberg has conducted site investigations and closures 
associated with Part 201 of Michigan’s Public Act 451 and underground storage tank (UST) 
regulations of Michigan’s Part 213 of Public Act 451. Mr. Lindberg’s experience also includes direct 
involvement with on-site activities associated with environmental investigation and remediation 
projects.  
 
Mr. Lindberg is responsible for project management, regulatory and client contact, evaluation and 
assessment of contaminated sites, field activities and preparation of reports. He has coordinated 
and conducted environmental investigations, groundwater monitoring, free product monitoring and 
removal, soil disposal, and remediation system installation and operation. He has conducted site 
inspections to meet the requirements of SWPPs, SPCCs and PIPPs at industrial sites. Mr. Lindberg 
is also experienced in preparing bid specifications, work plans, supervising field operations and 
remediation activities, coordinating and conducting sampling activities and permitting. He has 
coordinated the sampling and disposal/recycling of nonhazardous and hazardous materials for 
clients. 
 
Certifications 
 Licensed Asbestos Inspector, State of Michigan (A35442) 
 OSHA 40-Hour Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response 
 Mine Safety and Health Administration 24-Hour Training 
 State of Michigan Storm Water Management Operator - Construction Site (C-12598) 
 State of Michigan Storm Water Management Operator - Industrial Site (I-08446) 
 American Red Cross First Aid and CPR 

 
Education 
 B.S. – Industrial Technology, Northern Michigan University, Marquette, Michigan  

 
 Professional Affiliations 

 Marquette County Brownfield Redevelopment Authority Board Member, 2010 to Present 
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Helen Amiri, EIT 
Staff Engineer 
hamiri@trimediaee.com 
 
Summary of Professional Experience 
Ms. Helen Amiri is an environmental engineer with an educational background centered on practical 
application. As part of her master’s program, she served in the South Pacific as a Peace Corps 
Water and Sanitation Hygiene Specialist, working with rural island communities, government 
agencies, and international nongovernmental organizations to improve water and sanitation 
infrastructure.  
 
Ms. Amiri has experience which includes consulting with industry for stormwater compliance, 
wastewater treatment and hazardous material disposal. She has experience writing Phase I 
Environmental Site Assessments and has assisted with air quality compliance reporting. She has 
written environmental baselines to establish conservation easements and has experience 
performing conservation compliance monitoring. 
 
Ms. Amiri has years of experience in drilling environments, supporting domestic well water and 
geotechnical drilling teams in isolated settings. Prior to joining TriMedia, she was co-owner of a 
drilling company in Vanuatu, where she coordinated with diverse teams on a variety of development 
projects. 
 
Certifications 
 E.I.T., State of Michigan 
 OSHA 40-Hour Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response 
 Mine Safety and Health Administration 24-Hour Training 
 State of Michigan Storm Water Operator – Construction Sites (#23518) 
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1.0 SUMMARY 
 
TriMedia Environmental & Engineering Services, LLC (TriMedia) was retained by Sawyer 
International Airport and Business Center to complete a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment 
(Phase I ESA) of a property located at 541 9th Street in Gwinn, Michigan (“subject property”). The 
Phase I ESA was conducted in general accordance with American Society for Testing and Materials 
(ASTM) Standard Practice for Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessment Process (E1527-13). 
 
After a review of environmental records, site reconnaissance, review of historical data, and select 
interviews, TriMedia found indication of one (1) Controlled Recognized Environmental Condition 
(CREC) associated with the subject property.  The identified CREC includes: 
 
 A site of environmental contamination (K.I. Sawyer AFB-SS-17) with documented soil and 

groundwater contamination has active land use controls, including a restriction on the use 
of groundwater. The subject property is located within the groundwater use restriction area. 
The groundwater use restriction presents a REC to the subject property. 

 
 

2.0 INTRODUCTION 
 

2.1 LOCATION AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION  
The subject property is located at 541 9th Street in Gwinn, Michigan. The subject property 
consists of Building 732 which is 3,683 square feet located northeast of the intersection of 
9th Street and G Avenue in Gwinn, Michigan. A legal description is contained in Appendix B. 
 
The location of the subject property is presented in Figure 1 and Figure 2, located in 
Appendix A. Please refer to Appendix C for photographs of the subject property and 
surrounding properties.  
 

2.2 PURPOSE 
The purpose of the Phase I ESA was to evaluate the subject property for the presence of 
RECs (as defined by ASTM E1527-13).  This investigative effort was conducted to provide 
the prospective owner with a basis for asserting landowner liability protections and defenses 
(should landowner liability protections and defenses become necessary) under the 
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 
(CERCLA) (42 U.S.C. et seq.) and applicable state law. 
 
This evaluation was conducted in general accordance with ASTM Standard Practice for 
Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process (E1527-
13).  Performance of this Phase I ESA is intended to reduce, but not eliminate, uncertainty 
regarding environmental matters, while recognizing reasonable limits of time and cost.   
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The following terms and acronyms may appear in this report: 

 
1. Aboveground Storage Tank (AST) – any tank that currently is or has in the past been 

used to contain hazardous substances or petroleum products, and which is located at 
least 90% above surface grade. 

 
2. Activity and Use Limitations (AULs) – legal (institutional controls) or physical 

(engineering controls) restrictions or limitations on the use of, or access to, a site or 
facility: (1) to reduce or eliminate potential exposure to hazardous substances or 
petroleum products in the soil, soil vapor, groundwater, and/or surface water on the 
property, or (2) to prevent activities that could interfere with the effectiveness of a 
response action, in order to ensure maintenance of a condition of no significant risk to 
public health or the environment.  

 
3.  Adjoining Property – any real property or properties the border of which is contiguous or 

partially contiguous with that of the subject property, or that would be contiguous or 
partially contiguous with that of the subject property but for a street, road, or other public 
thoroughfare separating them.     

 
4. Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generator (CESQG) – handler generates, 

transports, stores, or treats one hundred (100) kilograms or less of hazardous waste per 
calendar month and accumulates one thousand (1000) kilograms or less of hazardous 
waste at any time. 

 
5. Controlled Recognized Environmental Condition (CREC) – a recognized environmental 

condition resulting from a past release of hazardous substances or petroleum products 
that has been addressed to the satisfaction of applicable regulatory authority (for 
example, as evidenced by the issuance of a no further action letter or equivalent, or 
meeting risk-based criteria established by regulatory authority), with hazardous 
substances or petroleum products allowed to remain in place subject to the 
implementation of required controls (for example, property use restrictions, activity and 
use limitations, institutional controls, or engineering controls).  A CREC is to be listed in 
the findings section of the Phase I ESA report, and as a REC in the conclusions section 
of the Phase I ESA. 

 
6. De minimis condition – a condition that generally does not present a threat to human 

health or the environment and that generally would not be the subject of an enforcement 
action if brought to the attention of appropriate governmental agencies.  Conditions 
determined to be de minimis conditions are not recognized environmental conditions nor 
controlled recognized environmental conditions. 

7. EGLE – Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy, formerly the 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) prior to April 22, 2019.   
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8. Environmental Lien - a charge, security, or encumbrance upon title to a property to 
secure payment of a cost, damage, debt, obligation, or duty arising out of response 
actions, clean-up, or other remediation of hazardous substances or petroleum products 
upon a property, including (but not limited to) liens imposed pursuant to CERCLA 42 
USC 9607(1) & 9607(r) and similar state or local laws. 

 
9. Fire Insurance Maps - maps produced for private fire insurance companies (i.e., 

Sanborn Maps) that indicate historical uses of properties at specific dates. 
 
10. Hazardous Substance - a substance defined as a hazardous substance pursuant to 

CERCLA 42 USC 9601(14) as interpreted by EPA regulations and the courts. 
 

11. Historical Recognized Environmental Condition (HREC) – a past release of any 
hazardous substances or petroleum products that has occurred in connection with the 
property and has been addressed to the satisfaction of the applicable regulatory 
authority or meeting unrestricted use criteria established by a regulatory authority, 
without subjecting the property to any required controls (for example, property use 
restrictions, activity and use restrictions, institutional controls, or engineering controls).    

 
12. Large Quantity Generator (LQG) – handler generates, transports, stores, or treats over 

one thousand (1000) kilograms of hazardous waste or over one kilogram of acutely 
hazardous waste per calendar month. 

 
13. LUST – an underground storage tank on the State of Michigan list of leaking 

underground storage tank sites. 
 

14. Material Threat – a physically observable or obvious threat which is reasonably likely to 
lead to a release that is threatening and may result in a negative impact to public health 
or the environment. 

 
15. Migrate/migration – for purposes of this practice, “migrate” and “migration” refers to the 

movement of hazardous substance or petroleum products in any form, including, for 
example, solid and liquid at the surface or subsurface, and vapor in the subsurface. 

 
16. PCB - Polychlorinated Biphenyl. 

 
17. Petroleum Products - petroleum, including crude oil or any fraction thereof which is not 

otherwise specifically listed or designated as a hazardous substance under CERCLA 42 
USC, including natural gas, natural gas liquids, and synthetic gas usable for fuel.  
 

18. Physical Setting Sources - sources that provide information about the geologic, 
hydrogeologic, or topographical characteristics of the site. 
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19. Reasonably Ascertainable - information that is (1) publicly available, (2) obtainable from 
a source within reasonable time and cost constraints, and (3) practically reviewable. 

 
20. Recognized Environmental Condition (REC) – the presence or likely presence of any 

hazardous substances or petroleum products in, on, or at a property: (1) due to release 
to the environment; (2) under conditions indicative of a release to the environment; or 
(3) under conditions that pose a material threat of a future release to the environment.  
De minimis conditions are not recognized environmental conditions. 

 
21. Small Quantity Generator (SQG) – handler generates, transports, stores, or treats more 

than one hundred (100) and less than one thousand (1,000) kilograms of hazardous 
waste during any calendar month and accumulates less than six thousand (6,000) 
kilograms of hazardous waste at any time. 

 
22. Underground Storage Tank (UST) - any tank, including underground piping connected 

to the tank, that is or has been used to contain hazardous substances or petroleum 
products and the volume of which is 10% or more beneath surface grade. 

 
23. Vapor Encroachment Condition (VEC) – the presence or likely presence of chemical of 

concern (COC) vapors in the subsurface of the subject property caused by the release 
of vapors from contaminated soil or groundwater either on or near the subject property 
as identified by Tier 1 or Tier 2 procedures outlined in ASTM Standard Guide for Vapor 
Encroachment Screening on Property Involved in Real Estate Transactions (E2600-10).  

 
24. Very Small Quantity Generators (VSQG) (formerly Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity 

Generator (CESQG)) – handler generates, transports, stores, or treats one hundred 
(100) kilograms or less of hazardous waste per calendar month and accumulates one 
thousand (1000) kilograms or less of hazardous waste at any time. 

 

2.3 DETAILED SCOPE OF SERVICES 
This Phase I ESA is based on the scope of services defined in the TriMedia Technical and 
Cost Proposal dated September 26, 2022, and accepted by Mr. Gerald Corkin, Chairperson 
of the Marquette County Board of Commissioners, on October 27, 2022.  The scope of 
services included a site reconnaissance, regulatory and historical records review, interviews 
with individuals knowledgeable about the subject property, and development of this report 
in accordance with ASTM E1527-13, Standard Practice for Environmental Site 
Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process.  
  
The following are not typically part of an ASTM E1527-13 Phase I ESA and were not 
included in the scope of services provided by TriMedia: asbestos and radon sampling, 
groundwater sampling and analysis, mold assessment, lead-based paint inspection and 
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analysis, lead in drinking water analysis, wetland delineation, regulatory compliance 
(includes health and safety), indoor air quality analysis, and Endangered Species Act.  
 

2.4 SIGNIFICANT ASSUMPTIONS 
No significant assumptions were made in this Phase I ESA.  
 

2.5 LIMITATIONS AND EXCEPTIONS 
Other than the usual time and budgetary constraints established by the Technical and Cost 
Proposal accepted by Sawyer International Airport and Business Center for this Phase I 
ESA, and the usual circumstance that not all historical sources listed in the ASTM Standard 
were reasonably ascertainable, no significant limitations were encountered during the 
development of this Phase I ESA.   
 
No warranty, either expressed or implied, can be made that conditions observed at the site 
are representative of all areas of the subject property.  Data collected for this Phase I ESA 
were obtained for the purpose stated and should not be used for reasons other than those 
intended. The conditions reported herein apply only to those specific locations and times at 
which the work was completed.  Conclusions made in this Phase I ESA are based on 
reasonably ascertainable information and data and represent the professional judgment and 
interpretations of TriMedia. 
 

2.6 SPECIAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS  
 No special terms or conditions apply to this report. 
 

2.7 USER RELIANCE  
This Phase I ESA is prepared for the exclusive use and reliance of Sawyer International 
Airport and Business Center.  Use or reliance by any other party is prohibited without the 
written authorization of Sawyer International Airport and Business Center and TriMedia.  
 
Environmental conditions and regulations are continually evolving and are subject to change 
and interpretation.  Do not assume current conditions and/or regulatory positions will remain 
constant.  Furthermore, because the data contained within this Phase I ESA are subject to 
professional interpretation, other professionals may reach differing conclusions. 
 
Continued viability of this report is subject to ASTM E1527-13 Sections 4.6 and 4.7.  If the 
Phase I ESA will be used by a different user (third party) than the user for whom the ESA 
was originally prepared, the third party must also satisfy the user’s responsibilities in Section 
6 of ASTM E1527-13. 
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3.0 USER PROVIDED INFORMATION 

 
Mr. Duane DuRay, Director of Operations/Airport Manager of Sawyer International Airport and 
Business Center, completed the User Questionnaire on November 29, 2022. Mr. DuRay provided 
the following information on the subject property. 
 

3.1 TITLE RECORDS 
A title search and search of judicial records for environmental liens and activity and use 
limitations (AULs) were not provided by Sawyer International Airport. TriMedia assumes the 
client is evaluating this information outside the context of this report. 
 

3.2 ENVIRONMENTAL LIENS OR ACTIVITY AND USE LIMITATIONS 
Mr. DuRay indicated the presence of an environmental liens or AULs in connection with the 
site. Navigational precautions must be adhered to as per Part 77 of the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) regulations.  
 

3.3 SPECIALIZED KNOWLEDGE OR EXPERIENCE 
Mr. DuRay does not have specialized knowledge of the subject property. 
 

3.4 COMMONLY KNOWN OR REASONABLY ASCERTAINABLE INFORMATION 
Mr. DuRay does have knowledge of commonly known or reasonably ascertainable 
information regarding the subject property or adjoining properties. Mr. DuRay reported the 
property was previously part of an air force base and various hazardous materials may have 
been stored or used.  He reports that currently the structure is in various levels of 
deterioration and may contain asbestos, lead-based paints, mold, and other hazardous 
materials.  
    

3.5 VALUATION REDUCTION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
According to Mr. DuRay the structure is believed to contain lead-based paint, asbestos, 
mold, and possibly other hazardous materials. He recommends personal protective 
equipment (PPE) when entering the structure. 
 

3.6 OWNER, PROPERTY MANAGER, AND OCCUPANT INFORMATION 
Mr. DuRay oversees operations of the airport and surrounding properties. The subject 
property is currently vacant. 
 

3.7 REASONS FOR PERFORMING PHASE I ESA 
This Phase I ESA was commissioned by Sawyer International Airport and Business Center 
in connection with demolishing structures on the subject property.   
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4.0 RECORDS REVIEW 

 
4.1 STANDARD ENVIRONMENTAL RECORD SOURCES 
 TriMedia conducted a review of regulatory agency files to determine if the subject property 

and/or adjacent properties are, or were, known sites of environmental contamination. 
Reasonably ascertainable environmental record sources were investigated, and standard 
sources were reviewed by TriMedia.  A summary report of the review, provided by 
Environmental Data Resources, Inc. (EDR) as the EDR Radius MapTM Report with 
GeoCheck® (EDR Radius Map Report), is included in Appendix D: Regulatory 
Documentation. A number of environmental data sources were reviewed, and documented 
sites were found within the ASTM E1527-13 search radius around the subject property.  The 
following data sources were investigated:  

 
Federal Databases 

Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Sites 

NPL 
The NPL is the USEPA’s database of uncontrolled or 
abandoned hazardous waste facilities that have been listed for 
priority remedial actions under the Superfund Program. 

1.0 0 

NPL (Proposed) Proposed National Priority List Sites 1.0 0 

NPL (Delisted) 
The NPL Delisted refers to facilities that have been removed 
from the NPL. 

1.0 0 

NPL LIENS Federal Superfund Liens Site 0 

SEMS 

The Superfund Enterprise Management System (SEMS) 
tracks hazardous waste sites, potentially hazardous waste 
sites, and remedial activities performed in support of EPA’s 
Program across the United States. The list was formerly known 
as CERCLIS, renamed SEMS by the EPA in 2015. The list 
contains data on potentially hazardous waste sites that have 
been reported to the USEPA by states, municipalities, private 
companies, and private persons, pursuant to Section 103 of 
the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, 
and Liability Act (CERCLA).  This dataset also contains sites 
which are either proposed to or on the NPL and site which are 
in the screening and assessment phase for possible inclusion 
on the NPL. 

0.5 0 

SEMS - 
ARCHIVE 

The Superfund Enterprise Management System - Archive 
tracks sites that have no further interest under the Federal 
Superfund Program. The list was formerly known as the 
CERCLIS-NFRAP, renamed by EPA in 2015. Archived sites 
have been removed and archived from the inventory of SEMS 
sites. Archived status indicates that, to the best of EPA’s 
knowledge, assessment at a site has been completed and that 
EPA has determined no further steps will be taken to list the 
site on the NPL. 

0.5 0 
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Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Sites 

RCRA 
CORRACTS/ 

TSD 

The USEPA maintains a database of RCRA facilities 
associated with treatment, storage, and disposal (TSD) of 
hazardous waste that are undergoing “corrective action.”  A 
“corrective action” order is issued when there has been a 
release of hazardous waste or constituents into the 
environment from a RCRA facility. 

1.0 0 

RCRA Non-
CORRACTS/ 

TSD 

The RCRA Non-CORRACTS/TSD Database is a compilation 
by the USEPA of facilities which report storage, transportation, 
treatment, or disposal of hazardous waste.  Unlike the RCRA 
CORRACTS/TSD database, the RCRA Non-CORRACTS/TSD 
database does not include RCRA facilities where corrective 
action is required. 

0.5 0 

RCRA 
Generators 

The RCRA Generators database, maintained by the USEPA, 
lists facilities that generate hazardous waste as part of their 
normal business practices.  Generators are listed as large, 
small, or conditionally exempt.  LQGs produce at least 1000 
kg/month of non-acutely hazardous waste or 1 kg/month of 
acutely hazardous waste.  SQGs produce 100-1000 kg/month 
of non-acutely hazardous waste.  VSQGs are those that 
generate less than 100 kg/month of non-acutely hazardous 
waste. 

0.25 5 

RCRA NonGen / 
NLR 

The RCRA-NonGen database, maintained by the USEPA, lists 
facilities that were previously listed in the RCRA Generators 
database but no longer generate hazardous waste as part of 
their normal business practices (No Longer Regulated).   

0.25 0 

ERNS 
The ERNS is a listing compiled by the USEPA on reported 
releases of petroleum and hazardous substances to the air, soil 
and/or water. 

Subject 
Property 

0 

HMIRS Hazardous Materials Information Reporting System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

IC / EC 

A listing of sites with engineering and/or institutional controls in 
place.  Engineering controls include various forms of caps, 
building foundations, liners, and treatment methods to create 
pathway elimination for regulated substances to enter 
environmental media or effect human health.  Institutional 
controls include administrative measures, such as 
groundwater use restrictions, construction restrictions, 
property use restrictions, and post remediation care 
requirements intended to prevent exposure to contaminants 
remaining on site.  Deed restrictions are generally required as 
part of the institutional controls. 

0.5 0 

DOD Department of Defense Sites 1.0 0 

FUDS Formerly Used Defense Sites 1.0 0 

US 
BROWNFIELDS 

A listing of Brownfield Sites 0.5 4 

CONSENT Superfund (CERCLA) Consent Decrees 1.0 0 

ROD Records of Decision 1.0 0 

UMTRA Uranium Mill Tailings Sites 0.5 0 



  

 

 
- 9 - 

Phase I ESA 
Building 732, Gwinn, MI   
Project Number 2021-2800 
 

Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Sites 

ODI Open Dump Inventory 0.5 0 

TRIS Toxic Chemical Release Inventory System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

TSCA Toxic Substances Control Act 
Subject 
Property 

0  

FTTS FIFRA/TSCA Tracking System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

SSTS Section 7 Tracking Systems 
Subject 
Property 

0 

ICIS Integrated Compliance Information System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

LUCIS Land Use Control Information System 0.5 0 

RADINFO Radiation Information Database 
Subject 
Property 

0 

CDL Clandestine Drug Labs 
Subject 
Property 

0 

PADS PCB Activity Database System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

MLTS Material Licensing Tracking System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

MINES Mines Master Index File 0.25 0 

ECHO Enforcement and Compliance History Information 
Subject 
Property 

0 

FINDS Facility Index System/Facility Registry System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

RAATS RCRA Administrative Action Tracking System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

2020 COR Action 

The EPA has set ambitious goals for the RCRA Corrective 
Action program by creating the 2020 Corrective Action 
Universe. This RCRA cleanup baseline includes facilities 
expected to need corrective action. 

0.25 0 

 
State Databases 

Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Facilities 

State Hazardous 
Waste 

EGLE maintains a database of state equivalent CERCLIS 
facilities in the State of Michigan. 

1.0 0 

SWF/LF 
EGLE maintains a database of solid waste disposal facilities 
and landfills in the State of Michigan. 

0.5 0 

LUST 
EGLE has compiled a database of Leaking Underground 
Storage Tank in the State of Michigan. 

0.5 5 

UST 
EGLE has compiled a database of registered Underground 
Storage Tanks in the State of Michigan. 

0.25 0 

AST 
EGLE has compiled a database of registered Aboveground 
Storage Tanks in the State of Michigan. 

0.25 0 

BEA 
EGLE maintains a listing of properties in which a Baseline 
Environmental Assessment (BEA) has been conducted.   

0.5 0 
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Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Facilities 

AUL Sites with institutional and/or engineering controls in place.   0.5 2 

AIRS Permit and Emissions Inventory Data 0.001 0 

DRYCLEANERS 
EGLE maintains a list of dry cleaning facilities in the State of 
Michigan.   

0.25 0 

LIENS 
EGLE maintains a list of liens placed on a property due to an 
environmental condition.   

Subject 
Property 

0 

BROWNFIELDS Brownfields Site Location Listing 0.5 0 

SPILLS The State of Michigan maintains a list of spills 
Subject 
Property 

0 

Inventory Inventory of Facilities 0.5 4 

Part 201 
EGLE maintains a database of “facilities” as defined by Part 
201 

1.0 7 

WDS Waste Data System 
Subject 
Property 

0 

 
Tribal Databases 

Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Facilities 

INDIAN 
RESERVE 

Indian Reservations 1.0 0 

INDIAN LUST Leaking Underground Storage Tanks on Indian land 0.5 0 

INDIAN UST 
EGLE has compiled a database of registered Underground 
Storage Tanks on Indian land in the State of Michigan. 

0.25 0 

 
EDR Proprietary Records 

Database Description 
Radius 
(miles) 

Facilities 

Manufactured 
Gas Plants 

EDR Proprietary Manufactured Gas Plants 1.0 0 

Historical Auto 
Stations 

EDR Exclusive Historic Gas Stations 0.25 0 

Historical Dry 
Cleaners 

EDR Exclusive Historic Dry Cleaners 0.25 0 

 
The following table summarizes the site-specific information provided by the database 
and/or gathered by this office for identified facilities. Sites are listed in order of proximity to 
the subject property. Distances of most of the sites were adjusted to field observed and/or 
mapped distances and should be considered approximate. In addition to the cited site-
specific information, EDR provides a generalized approximate groundwater flow direction 
based on surface topography (EDR Radius Map, Groundwater Flow Direction Information). 
According to EDR, the groundwater flow direction is to the southwest. Prior professional 
knowledge indicates groundwater flow is locally to the southeast towards Silver Lead Creek. 
Local groundwater depth is estimated to be greater than 60 feet below grade based on static 
water level data obtained from a 2020 Annual Groundwater Report for the United States Air 
Force Civil Engineer Center. 
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Additional discussion for selected sites may follow the summary table. 
 

Listed Sites 

Site Name and Location Estimated Distance/Direction/Gradient Database Listings 

Building 732 
541 9th Street 

Subject Property   FINDS, US Brownfields 

Building 726 
249 E Avenue  

Approximately 360 feet / South / Down 
gradient  

UST  

Argonics Inc. 
520 9th Street 

Approximately 430 feet / Southeast / Side 
gradient 

WDS, FINDS, ECHO, 
RCRA-VSQG 

225 Airport Road 
Approximately 510 feet / Northwest / Up 

gradient 

PFAS, AUL, WDS, RCRA-
VSQG, FUDS, Inventory, 

Part 201, BEA 

125 G Avenue 
Approximately 510 feet / North / Up 

gradient 
AST, AIRS, WDS, RCRA-

VSQG 

Building 708 
0 Parallel Taxiway 

Approximately 688 feet / Southeast / Side 
gradient 

UST 

Building 709 
211 7th Street 

Approximately 850 feet / Southeast / Side 
gradient 

UST, LUST, Inventory 

Superior Extrusion Inc. 
118 G Avenue 

Approximately 1,540 feet / Northeast / Up 
gradient 

Inventory, BEA 

Building 741 
114 G Avenue 

Approximately 2,180 feet / Northeast / Up 
gradient 

FINDS, US Brownfields 

 
Subject Property 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed the subject property on the US Brownfields and 
FINDS databases. The EPA Facility Index System (FINDS) is a central and common 
inventory of facilities monitored or regulated by the EPA. Building 732 was listed in the 
Brownfield database (ACRES ID: 236203). The entry indicated assessments were 
conducted in 2013 and 2018. According to the entry, “no asbestos-containing building 
materials were found during the asbestos survey.”  No additional hazards are indicated in 
the entry. Building 732 is not considered a REC.   
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Building 726 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 726 located at 249 East Avenue G (formerly 
8th Street) on the UST database. The Michigan UST database indicates two USTs are 
associated with Building 726 (Facility ID: 00015270). 
 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-057675-15 275 Diesel 04/07/1981 07/09/1992 

UTK-019028-15 550 Diesel 07/20/1992 07/22/1996 

 
TriMedia submitted a FOIA request to the Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory 
Affairs (LARA). Correspondence dated January 13, 1994 indicates the clean closure of UTK-
057675-15. A site assessment review report dated September 4, 1996 confirms the clean 
removal of UTK-019028-15. 
 
Although the EDR Radius Map™ Report does not list Building 726 on the US Brownfields 
database, additional research indicated an entry for Building 726 (ACRES ID: 236201). 
Assessments were conducted in 2013 with an additional assessment conducted in 2018. 
The entry indicates asbestos was found in the building materials at the property. As 
asbestos is outside the scope of Phase I ESAs and there is documentation of clean removal 
of the USTs, Building 726 is not considered a REC. 
 
Argonics Inc. 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Argonics, Inc. located at 520 9th Street on the WDS, 
FINDS, ECHO, and RCRA-VSQG databases. The RCRA-VSQG designation indicates 
Argonics, Inc. is a very small quantity generator of hazardous waste. The 
Waste Data System (WDS) tracks activities at sites regulated by the Solid Waste, Scrap 
Tire, Hazardous Waste, and Liquid Industrial Waste programs. The WDS entry for Argonics, 
Inc. lists two compliance violations. Both violation entries (one from 2012 and the other from 
2017) indicate a return to compliance approximately one month after the violations were 
initially noted. Neither entry was listed as a “high priority” in the database. The Enforcement 
and Compliance History Online (ECHO) database listing indicates the generator has active 
status with no violations noted in the previous 12 quarters. There was no record of formal 
enforcement in the listing. Argonics, Inc. is not considered a REC. 
 
225 Airport Road 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed the US Transportation Security Administration (TSA) 
located at 225 Airport Road on the PFAS, RCRA-VSQG, AUL, and WDS databases. The 
WDS entry for TSA contains operator information, but otherwise does not list activities, 
including any history of inspections or violations. The PFAS listing refers to the chemicals 
per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) which are a class of compounds not currently 
in scope for Phase I ESAs. A land use restriction is detailed in a declaration of restrictive 
covenants, which primarily restricts the use of groundwater. The land closest to the subject 
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property in the declaration of restrictive covenants is FT-07, located north of the domestic 
airport terminal.  
 
At the same address, K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base is listed on the FUDS, Inventory, Part 201, 
and BEA databases. The Federal Used Defense Sits (FUDS) listing showed a preliminary 
assessment had been performed at K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base and no projects were 
planned for that location. The Remediation Information Data Exchange (RIDE), operated by 
EGLE’s Remediation and Redevelopment Division, has an entry for K.I. Sawyer Airport. The 
entry lists multiple contaminants impacting the location including petroleum volatile and semi 
volatile organic compounds, chlorinated volatile and semi volatile organic compounds, and 
elements, metals, or other inorganics. The BEA entry indicates a Baseline Environmental 
Assessment was performed to document existing contamination. Two BEAs are on file for 
225 Airport Road, however, electronic mail correspondence from the EGLE’s Remediation 
and Redevelopment Division indicates that file information has been misplaced and is 
unavailable.  
 
Documentation regarding long term groundwater monitoring, obtained through EGLE, 
indicates multiple areas impacted by contamination throughout the former Air Force Base. 
The site designated “K.I. Sawyer AFB – SS-17” includes soil use restrictions under the 
operations apron at Sawyer International Airport and a groundwater use restriction 
extending from the operations apron east beyond Kelly Johnson Memorial Highway. The 
groundwater use restriction remains active due to impacted groundwater plumes within the 
restriction area. This is considered a REC. 
 
125 G Avenue 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed a service building, part of the airport facilities, located 
at 125 Avenue G on the AST, AIRS, WDS, and RCRA-VSQG databases. The AIRS listing 
refers to a database of point sources of air pollution across the United States. The WDS 
entry for Sawyer International Airport at “125 Avenue G” has record of four inspections. The 
most recent entry from 2022 notes a violation with a return to compliance within one week. 
The other three entries contain no record of violation at the site. Documentation obtained 
from LARA indicates the ASTs located at 125 G Avenue are inspected on a triennial basis. 
The tanks were installed in 2005 and 2020 with overfill and spill protection compliant with 
relevant standards. There is no entry in RIDE for 125 G Avenue. The service center at 125 
G Avenue is unlikely to be a REC. 

 
Building 708 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 708 on the UST database. The Michigan 
UST database indicates one UST associated with Building 708 (Facility ID: 00019951).  
 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-048028-15 2,000 Other (JP-4) 02/21/1983 08/28/1991 
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TriMedia submitted a FOIA request to LARA. Documentation regarding Facility 19951 
relates to Building 7083 (located on Parallel Taxiway), not Building 708 (located at 240 D 
Avenue). The listing of Building 708 on the EDR Radius Map™ Report was an error. Building 
708 is not considered a REC. 

 
Building 709 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 709 located at 211 7th Street (formerly D 
Street) on the UST, LUST, and Inventory databases. Eight USTs are associated with 
Building 709 (Facility ID: 00006513). 
 

Tank ID Capacity Contents Date Installed  Date Removed 

UTK-004433-15 30,000 Diesel 02/06/1959 10/16/1991 

UTK-076729-15 15,000 Diesel 10/29/1991 07/20/1996 

UTK-047531-15 1,000 Used Oil 10/29/1991 07/20/1995 

UTK-076725-15 15,000 Diesel 10/29/1991 07/19/1996 

UTK-000947-15 12,000 Diesel 02/06/1959 10/16/1991 

UTK-038433-15 200 Used Oil 02/06/1959 10/16/1991 

UTK-076717-15 30,000 Diesel 02/06/1959 10/16/1991 

UTK-013293-15 30,000 Diesel 02/06/1959 10/16/1991 

 
TriMedia submitted a FOIA requests to LARA and EGLE. Correspondence dated January 
30, 1992 indicates the removal of five USTs in 1991 and the installation of three replacement 
tanks at Building 709. Release C-2007-91 was confirmed on September 26, 1991 in LARA 
documentation. Electronic mail correspondence from the EGLE’s Remediation and 
Redevelopment Division indicates that file information does not exist for Building 709 or 
release C-2007-91. Given the relative gradient and distance of Building 709 to the subject 
property, Building 709 is not considered a REC. 
 
Superior Extrusion Inc. 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Superior Extrusion Inc. located at 118 G Avenue on 
the Inventory and BEA databases. The entry for Superior Extrusion, Inc. on RIDE does not 
list any contaminants. Superior Extrusion, Inc. is not considered a REC. 
 
Building 741 
The EDR Radius Map™ Report listed Building 741 on the US Brownfields and FINDS 
databases. Building 741 was listed in the Brownfield database (ACRES ID: 235322). 
Assessments were conducted in 2013 with supplemental assessments conducted in 2017. 
The entry indicates asbestos was found in the building materials at the property. As 
asbestos is outside the scope for Phase I ESAs, Building 741 is not considered a REC. 

 
Other Sites 
The remaining sites listed on the EDR Radius Map™ Report do not represent environmental 
concerns to the subject property based upon regulatory status, presumed groundwater flow 
direction, and/or relative distance from the property. 
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  Please refer to Appendix D for a copy of the EDR Radius Map Report.    
 

4.2 ADDITIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL RECORD SOURCES 
TriMedia submitted a FOIA request to the FOIA Coordinator for EGLE located in Lansing, 
Michigan for file information for the subject property. Electronic mail correspondence from 
the EGLE’s Remediation and Redevelopment Division indicates that file information does 
not exist for the subject property. 
 

4.3 PHYSICAL SETTING SOURCES 
TriMedia used a United States Geological Survey (USGS) Topographic Map and EDR’s 
GeoCheck® option to obtain information regarding the subject property’s physical setting 
(i.e., soils, geology, hydrology, etc.).  A discussion of the physical setting features is included 
in Section 5.2.4.  
 

4.4 HISTORICAL USE INFORMATION ON THE PROPERTY 
TriMedia reviewed standard historical sources, as identified in E1527-13, to identify potential 
RECs associated with historical use of the property.  TriMedia subcontracted EDR to provide 
the following standard historical sources: 
 
4.4.1 Historical Aerial Photographs 
The EDR Aerial Photo Decade Package provided TriMedia with historical aerial photographs 
from 1939, 1951, 1964, 1975, 1981, 1993, 1998, 2006, 2012, and 2016. Selected 
photographs are summarized below. 

 
Historical Aerial Photographs 

Direction Description 

Subject Property 

No structures are visible on the subject property in the photographs from 1939 
through 1981. In the 1993 photograph, the subject property is visible with building 
731 to the north. The footprint of the subject property remains unchanged between 
the 1993 and 2016 aerial photographs.  

North 

North of the subject property, the land appears undeveloped and vegetated from 
the 1939 through 1998 aerial photographs. Building 731 is visible to the north of the 
subject property in the 1993 photograph. The footprint of the adjacent property north 
of the subject property remains unchanged between the 1993 and 2016 aerial 
photographs.  

East 

East of the subject property is a patch of land undeveloped from 1939 through 1981. 
From the 1993 through 2016 aerial photographs, the patch has been paved and 
serves as a parking lot. Further east along 10th Street, a structure and parking lot 
are visible from the 1964 through 2016 aerial photographs.  

South 

Lands south of the subject property appear undeveloped in the photographs from 
1939 through 1951. In the 1964 photograph, a parking lot is visible in the land 
adjacent to the south of the subject property with Building 726 apparent south of 
the parking lot. The footprint of the adjacent properties south of the subject property 
remains unchanged between the 1964 and 2016 aerial photographs. 
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Direction Description 

West 

Lands west of the subject property appear undeveloped in the photographs from 
1939 through 1951. In the 1964 photograph, land adjacent to the west of the subject 
property consists of runways and airplane parking. Aerial photographs from 1964 
through 2016 show lands to the west used for air traffic operations. 

 
4.4.2 Historical Topographic Maps 
The EDR Historical Topographic Map Report provided TriMedia with historical USGS 
topographic maps from 1932, 1952, 1975, 1985, 2014, 2017, and 2019.  Note that the 2014, 
2017 and 2019 maps only depict topography, roads and streets, and land cover.   
 

Historical Topographic Maps 

Direction Description 

Subject Property 

The subject property appears undeveloped in the earliest map from 1932. A trail 
appears to go through the subject property in the 1952 topographic map. In the 
1975 map, various buildings are depicted as part of the Sawyer Air Force base, yet 
the subject property remains without a structure. The subject property appears 
developed in the topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

North 

The lands north of the subject property appear undeveloped from 1932 through the 
1952 topographic map. In the 1975 map, although much of the air force base 
appears developed, the lands immediately north of the subject property do not 
appear developed. Property north of the subject property appears developed in the 
topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

East 

The lands east of the subject property appear undeveloped from 1932 through the 
1952 topographic map. In the 1975 map, buildings are present to the east of the 
subject property are visible. Property east of the subject property appears 
developed in the topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

South 

The lands south of the subject property appear undeveloped from 1932 through 
the 1952 topographic map. In the 1975 map, buildings to the south of the subject 
property are apparent (across what is now 9th Street). Land south of the subject 
property appears developed in the topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

West 

The land west of the subject property appears undeveloped from 1932 through the 
1952 topographic map. In the 1975 map, runways for the air force base are 
depicted west of the subject property. Land west of the subject property appears 
developed, remaining as runways for Sawyer International Airport in the 
topographic maps from 2014 to 2019. 

 
4.4.3 Historical City Directories 
The EDR City Directory Abstract provided TriMedia with historical business directory (Polk’s 
City Directory) listings for the subject property’s address or addresses in proximity to the 
subject property.  Listings (if listed) were provided from 1992 to 2017 at approximate five-
year intervals.  The following table highlights findings, please refer to Appendix E for a full 
listing of addresses. 
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Historical City Directories 

Direction Description 

Subject Property No records for the subject property were included in the City Directory. 

North 
118 Avenue G: Superior Extrusion (2005-2017). 
125 Avenue G: Sawyer International Airport (2010-2017). 
232 Avenue G: Easy Ice and USA Safety Gear (2014-2017). 

East No records east of the subject property were included in the City Directory. 

South No records south of the subject property were included in the City Directory. 

West No records west of the subject property were included in the City Directory. 

 
4.4.4 Historical Fire Insurance Maps 
Historical fire insurance maps (Sanborn Maps) were requested from EDR to evaluate past 
uses of the subject property and surrounding properties. Based on the request, EDR 
indicated Sanborn Maps were not available for the subject property and surrounding area.  

 

4.5 HISTORICAL USE INFORMATION ON SUBJECT PROPERTY 
Based on the previously described environmental records and historical sources, the current 
structure on the subject property first appeared in 1988 to house offices for the Bomb 
Squadron for K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. Since the closure of the air force base in 1995, 
the building has been vacant. 
 
Please refer to Appendix E for copies of the aerial photographs, topographic maps, and City 
Directories.  
 

4.6 HISTORICAL USE INFORMATION ON ADJOINING PROPERTIES 
Based on the previously described environmental records and historical sources, the area 
surrounding the subject property was generally developed prior to the subject property. 
Building 730, adjacent to the east of the subject property, was built in 1962. Building 730 
housed the air refueling squadron. Building 731, north of the subject property, was built in 
1986 for the standardization and evaluation administrative department. 
 

4.7 RECORDS REVIEW SUMMARY 
Based on a review of historic information, the subject property was developed in 1988 to 
house offices for the Bomb Squadron for K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. Since the closure of 
the air force base in 1995, the building has been vacant. Many other sections of the former 
air force base were developed prior to the construction of subject property. Land use 
controls impact soil usage on lands to the west. Groundwater use restrictions impact the 
subject property. This constitutes a REC. 
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5.0 SITE RECONNAISSANCE 

 
5.1 METHODOLOGY AND LIMITING CONDITIONS 

TriMedia, represented by Mr. Lance Lindberg, Senior Scientist, conducted a site 
reconnaissance of the subject property on November 7, 2022. Weather conditions at the 
time of site reconnaissance were overcast with a temperature of approximately 35 degrees 
Fahrenheit (°F). 
 
The site reconnaissance included the following:  

 
 Observation of the subject property, the subject property interior areas, and adjacent 

properties for indications of RECs; 
 

 Visual and physical observation of the periphery of the subject property and structures 
made by walking the perimeter of the subject property, and crisscrossing the site to 
identify points of interest; 

 
 Observation of, surrounding properties, and, 

 
 Interviews with individuals, as available, familiar with the subject property’s history and 

potential environmental liabilities. 
 

5.2 GENERAL SITE SETTING 
 

5.2.1 Current Uses of the Subject Property 
The subject property is currently vacant.  
 
5.2.2 Past Uses of the Subject Property  
Based on historical sources, the subject property was built in 1988 to serve as the 
administrative office building for the Bomb Squadron of K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. Since 
the closure of the former air force base in 1995, the building has been vacant. 
 
5.2.3 Current and Past Uses of Surrounding Properties 
Based on the review of previously described environmental records and historical sources, 
and the completion of site reconnaissance activities, the area surrounding the subject 
property was generally developed prior to the construction of the subject property in 1988. 
The official opening of K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base occurred on May 8, 1959. Building 730, 
adjacent to the east of the subject property, was built in 1962. Building 730 housed the air 
refueling squadron. Building 731, north of the subject property, was built in 1986 to house 
offices for the standardization and evaluation department. Across G Avenue to the west, 
airport runways have operated prior to the construction of the subject property. South of the 
subject property is a parking area. 
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5.2.4 Geologic, Hydrogeologic, and Topographic Conditions 
The subject property is situated approximately 1,185 feet above mean sea level. The 
surrounding area topography is relatively flat, generally sloping to the south. The geology of 
the area consists of Cambrian stratified rock. The naturally occurring soil type on the subject 
property is Udipsamments, characterized as well drained to excessively drained sands and 
gravels. Local groundwater flow is estimated to be to the southeast in the direction of Silver 
Lead Creek. Silver Lead Creek is located approximately 1.1 miles from the subject property 
 
5.2.5 General Description of Structures 
A former office building for the former air force base currently exists on the subject property. 
The building is 3,683 square feet and is constructed of wood with a slab on grade concrete 
foundation. 
 
5.2.6 Roads and Utilities 
The subject property is located northeast of the corner of Avenue G and 9th Street. Parking 
for the subject property is accessed from 9th Street.  
 
Utilities available to the subject property consist of gas, electrical, cable/internet, and 
telephone service.  A municipal water supply and wastewater treatment facilities serve the 
subject property.  
 

5.3 SITE OBSERVATIONS 
The following table summarizes site observations and interviews. Affirmative responses 
(designated by an “X”) are discussed in more detail following the table.  Photographs of select 
items observed at the subject property are included in Appendix C. 
 

Site Features 

Category Item or Feature Observed 

Site Operations, 
Processes, and 

Equipment 

Emergency generators  

Elevators  

Air compressors  

Hydraulic lifts  

Dry cleaning  

Photo processing  

Laboratory hoods and/or incinerators  

Waste treatment systems and/or water treatment systems  

Heating and/or cooling systems X 

Other processes or equipment  

Aboveground 
Chemical or Waste 

Storage 

Aboveground storage tanks  

Drums, barrels and/or containers  5 gallons  

SDS  

Underground 
Chemical or Waste 

Underground storage tanks or ancillary UST equipment  

Sumps, cisterns, catch basins and/or dry wells  
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Category Item or Feature Observed 

Storage, Drainage or 
Collection Systems 

Grease traps  

Septic tanks and/or leach fields  

Oil/water separators  

Pipeline markers  

Interior floor drains X 

Electrical 
Transformers/ PCBs 

Pad or pole mounted transformers and/or capacitors  

Other equipment  

Releases or Potential 
Releases 

Stressed vegetation  

Stained soil   

Stained pavement or similar surface  

Leachate and/or waste seeps  

Trash, debris and/or other waste materials  

Dumping or disposal areas  

Construction/demolition debris and/or dumped fill dirt  

Surface water discoloration, odor, sheen, and/or free-floating 
product 

 

Strong, pungent, or noxious odors   

Exterior pipe discharges and/or other effluent discharges  

Other Notable Site 
Features 

Surface water bodies  

Quarries or pits  

Wells  

 
Site Operations, Processes, and Equipment 
 
Heating and/or Cooling Systems 
The building is heated using a natural gas furnace and no air conditioners were observed.  
 
Underground Chemical or Waste Storage, Drainage or Collection Systems 
 
Interior Floor Drains 
Floor drains are located in the men’s and women’s bathroom and a janitorial closet within 
the building. The floor drains are connected to the wastewater treatment system located on 
the former air force base.  

 

5.4 SITE RECONNAISSANCE SUMMARY  
The site reconnaissance was conducted on November 7, 2022. The site reconnaissance 
identified heating and cooling systems and interior floor drains on the subject property. No 
RECs were identified at the time of the site reconnaissance. 
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6.0 INTERVIEWS 

 

6.1 INTERVIEW WITH OWNER 
TriMedia interviewed Mr. Duane DuRay, Director of Operations at Sawyer International 
Airport and Business Center. He became the manager of the airport in 2012 and assumed 
the role of Director of Operations in 2019. Mr. DuRay indicated the subject property is 
believed to contain lead-based paint, asbestos, mold, and possibly other hazardous 
materials. He recommended the use of PPE when entering the structure. 
 

6.2 INTERVIEW WITH SITE MANAGER 
TriMedia interviewed Mr. Duane DuRay, as noted.  
 

6.3 INTERVIEW WITH OCCUPANTS 
TriMedia interviewed Mr. Duane DuRay, as noted. 
 

6.4 INTERVIEWS WITH LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 
TriMedia completed a FOIA request Marquette County Health Department for environmental 
records (i.e., spills, releases, fires) regarding the subject property. The Marquette County 
Health Department indicated that there were no records on file associated with the subject 
property. TriMedia interviewed Mr. Ron Lauren, an officer of Forsyth Township Fire 
Department and Clerk for Forsyth Township. Mr. Lauren indicated no knowledge of fire at 
the subject property since the closure of the air force base in 1995. Records prior to base 
closure were unavailable. 
 

6.5 INTERVIEWS WITH OTHERS 
TriMedia did not interview others regarding the subject property.   

 
 

7.0 FINDINGS 

 
After a review of environmental records, site reconnaissance, review of historical data, and select 
interviews, TriMedia found indication of one (1) CREC associated with the subject property. The 
identified CREC includes: 
 
 A site of environmental contamination (K.I. Sawyer AFB-SS-17) with documented soil and 

groundwater contamination has active land use controls, including a restriction on the use 
of groundwater. The subject property is located within the groundwater use restriction area. 
The groundwater use restriction presents a REC to the subject property. 
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8.0 OPINION 

 
Based on reasonably ascertainable information compiled by TriMedia, as well as information and 
data provided by other select individuals and/or agencies during the completion of this Phase I ESA, 
it is our professional opinion the results of the Phase I ESA have revealed evidence suggesting the 
presence of current environmental concerns regarding potential groundwater contaminant 
migration onto the subject property. 
 
 

9.0 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
TriMedia has performed a Phase I ESA in conformance with the scope and limitations of ASTM 
Practice E1527-13 for property located at 541 9th Street in Gwinn, Michigan.  Any exceptions to, or 
deletions from, this practice are described in Section 10.0 of this report.  This assessment has 
revealed evidence of one (1) REC in connection with the subject property. Based on the results of 
the Phase I ESA, the depth of groundwater in the vicinity (>60 feet), and the intended demolition 
activities proposed for the subject property, no further evaluation of the identified RECs is required 
at this time. TriMedia does recommend the following mitigation procedures during demolition 
activities: 
 
 If suspect contaminated soil and/or groundwater is encountered during demolition activities, 

characterization and/or monitoring of the material should be conducted during excavation 
and earth moving activities. 
 

 Demolition contractors and personnel who may encounter contaminated soil and/or 
groundwater should wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) as required with 
state and/or federal requirements for worker safety. 
 

 A site-specific Health and Safety Plan (HASP) shall be the responsibility of the demolition 
contractor to address the RECs identified. 

 
 

10.0 DEVIATIONS 
 
TriMedia has performed this Phase I ESA in conformance with the scope and limitations of ASTM 
Practice E1527-13.  TriMedia relied on the information and data provided by other organizations 
specifically denoted herein. TriMedia used its education, experience, and professional judgment to 
conduct this Phase I ESA.   
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11.0 ADDITIONAL SERVICES  
 

No additional services were included as part of this Phase I ESA. 
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12.0  REFERENCES 

 
  

Name of Data Source 
Date of Initial 

Inquiry 

Date of Most 
Recently 
Provided 

Information 

Supporting 
Documentation 

Duane DuRay 
Director of Operations 
Sawyer International Airport and 
Business Center 
125 G Avenue 
Gwinn, Michigan 49841 
(906) 346-3308 

November 22, 2022 December 5, 2022 User Questionnaire, 
interview information as 
noted in this report 

Marquette County Health Department 
Environmental Health 
184 U.S. 41 East 
Marquette, Michigan 49855 
(906) 475-4195 
ehadmin@mqtco.org 

November 23, 2022 December 7, 2022 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

EGLE – FOIA Coordinator 
Department of Environmental, Great 
Lakes, and Energy 
P.O. Box 30473 
Lansing, MI 48909-7973 
800-662-9278                                        
EGLE-FOIA@michigan.gov 

November 22, 2022 December 22, 2022 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

LARA – FOIA Coordinator  
Department of Licensing and  
Regulatory Affairs  
Ottawa Building  
611 W. Ottawa  
P.O. Box 30004  
Lansing, MI 48909-7973  
517-335-3327  
LARAFOIAInfo@michigan.gov 

November 25, 2022 December 21, 2022 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

Ron Lauren - Officer 
Forsyth Township Fire Department 
186 West Flint Street 
Gwinn, Michigan 49841 
(906) 346-9217 

December 5, 2022 January 5, 2023 FOIA Request and file 
information as noted in this 
report 

Environmental Data Resources Inc. 
6 Armstrong Road, 4th Floor 
Shelton, CT 06484 
1-800-352-6802 

November 7, 2022 November 8, 2022 Sanborn maps, topographic 
maps, environmental 
database records, aerial 
photographs 
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13.0  SIGNATURES OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONALS 

We declare that, to the best of our professional knowledge and belief, we meet the definition of 
Environmental Professional as defined in §312.10 of 40 CFR 312.  We have specific qualifications 
based on education, training, and experience to assess a property.  We have developed and 
performed all appropriate inquiries in conformance with the standards and practices set forth in 40 
CFR Part 312. 

2/7/2023 

Lance Lindberg  Date 
Project Manager / Senior Scientist 

2/7/2023 

Helen Amiri Date 
Staff Engineer 

2/7/2023 

Ryan J. Whaley Date 
Environmental Manager 



  

 

 
- 26 - 

Phase I ESA 
Building 732, Gwinn, MI   
Project Number 2021-2800 
 

14.0 QUALIFICATIONS OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONALS 
 

Lance Lindberg 
Project Manager/Senior Scientist 
llindberg@trimediaee.com 
 
Summary of Professional Experience 
Mr. Lindberg is an environmental scientist with over 30 years of experience with a strong 
background in environmental due diligence. His areas of specialty include Phase I/II environmental 
site assessments and baseline environmental assessments; asbestos surveys and lead-based 
paint inspections, CERCLA and RCRA facility investigations; and soil and groundwater 
contamination and remediation. Mr. Lindberg has conducted site investigations and closures 
associated with Part 201 of Michigan’s Public Act 451 and underground storage tank (UST) 
regulations of Michigan’s Part 213 of Public Act 451. Mr. Lindberg’s experience also includes direct 
involvement with on-site activities associated with environmental investigation and remediation 
projects.  
 
Mr. Lindberg is responsible for project management, regulatory and client contact, evaluation and 
assessment of contaminated sites, field activities and preparation of reports. He has coordinated 
and conducted environmental investigations, groundwater monitoring, free product monitoring and 
removal, soil disposal, and remediation system installation and operation. He has conducted site 
inspections to meet the requirements of SWPPs, SPCCs and PIPPs at industrial sites. Mr. Lindberg 
is also experienced in preparing bid specifications, work plans, supervising field operations and 
remediation activities, coordinating and conducting sampling activities and permitting. He has 
coordinated the sampling and disposal/recycling of nonhazardous and hazardous materials for 
clients. 
 
Certifications 
 Licensed Asbestos Inspector, State of Michigan (A35442) 
 OSHA 40-Hour Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response 
 Mine Safety and Health Administration 24-Hour Training 
 State of Michigan Storm Water Management Operator - Construction Site (C-12598) 
 State of Michigan Storm Water Management Operator - Industrial Site (I-08446) 
 American Red Cross First Aid and CPR 

 
Education 
 B.S. – Industrial Technology, Northern Michigan University, Marquette, Michigan  

 
 Professional Affiliations 

 Marquette County Brownfield Redevelopment Authority Board Member, 2010 to Present 
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Helen Amiri, EIT 
Staff Engineer 
hamiri@trimediaee.com 
 
Summary of Professional Experience 
Ms. Helen Amiri is an environmental engineer with an educational background centered on practical 
application. As part of her master’s program, she served in the South Pacific as a Peace Corps 
Water and Sanitation Hygiene Specialist, working with rural island communities, government 
agencies, and international nongovernmental organizations to improve water and sanitation 
infrastructure.  
 
Ms. Amiri has experience which includes consulting with industry for stormwater compliance, 
wastewater treatment and hazardous material disposal. She has experience writing Phase I 
Environmental Site Assessments and has assisted with air quality compliance reporting. She has 
written environmental baselines to establish conservation easements and has experience 
performing conservation compliance monitoring. 
 
Ms. Amiri has years of experience in drilling environments, supporting domestic well water and 
geotechnical drilling teams in isolated settings. Prior to joining TriMedia, she was co-owner of a 
drilling company in Vanuatu, where she coordinated with diverse teams on a variety of development 
projects. 
 
Certifications 
 E.I.T., State of Michigan 
 OSHA 40-Hour Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response 
 Mine Safety and Health Administration 24-Hour Training 
 State of Michigan Storm Water Operator – Construction Sites (#23518) 
 State of Michigan Storm Water Operator – Industrial Sites (#18931)  
 American Heart Association CPR and First Aid 

 
Education 
 M.S. – Environmental Engineering, Michigan Technological University, Houghton, 

Michigan. 
 Graduate Certificate – Sustainable Water Resource Systems, Michigan Technological 

University, Houghton, Michigan. 
 M.A. (Hons.) – International Relations and Film Studies, University of St. Andrews, St. 

Andrews, United Kingdom. 
 

 Professional Affiliations 
 Marquette County Solid Waste Management Authority Board Member, 2022 to Present 
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Ryan Whaley, CHMM, REHS 
Environmental Manager 
rwhaley@trimediaee.com 
 
Summary of Professional Experience   
Mr. Whaley lends his expertise on projects involving subsurface soil and water characterization, 
environmental site assessments, and regulatory compliance.  
 
Mr. Whaley has considerable experience in the environmental and regulatory compliance industry.  
Areas of expertise include underground storage tank management, site characterization and 
investigation, remediation, environmental monitoring and permitting, waste management, 
brownfield redevelopment, environmental drilling and the investigation and cleanup of accidental 
spills. 
 
Additionally, Mr. Whaley supports client communication through development of written reports and 
correspondence, dissemination and compilation of technical data, project planning and scheduling, 
and familiarity with environmental regulations.   
 
Mr. Whaley completed his Bachelor of Science degree from Ball State University in Natural 
Resources and Environmental Management with an emphasis on Land Management. 
 
Certifications 
 CHMM – Certified Hazardous Material Manager – Institute of Hazardous Materials 

Managers (IHMM) 
 REHS/RS – Registered Environmental Health Specialist/Registered Sanitarian - National 

Environmental Health Association (NEHA) 
 OSHA 40-Hour Hazardous Waste Operation and Emergency Response 

 
Education 
 BS – Natural Resources and Environmental Management, Ball State University, Muncie, 

Indiana 
 

 Professional Affiliations 
 National Ground Water Association 
 Certified Hazardous Materials Managers of Michigan 
 Former Executive Board Member for the Michigan Environmental Health Association 

(MEHA) 
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300 NORTH WASHINGTON SQUARE   LANSING,  MICHIGAN 48913  
michigan.gov/shpo    (517) 335-9840 

 

 
January 5, 2023 
 
 
MISTY PEAVLER 
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 
DETROIT AIRPORTS DISTRICT OFFICE 
11677 SOUTH WAYNE ROAD SUITE 107 
ROMULUS MI 48174 
 
 
RE: ER22-654 Marquette County Airport Building Demolitions Project, Sec. 25, 26, 35, 36, T46N,  
  R25W, Sands and Forsyth Townships, K.I. Sawyer, Marquette County (FAA) 
 
Dear Ms. Peavler: 
 
Under the authority of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, we have 
reviewed the effects assessment for the proposed undertaking at the above-noted locations. Based on the 
information provided for our review, the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) concurs with the determination 
of the FAA that the proposed undertaking will have an adverse effect on K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base Historic 
District, which appears to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.  
 
This undertaking meets the criteria of adverse effect because: the undertaking may alter, directly or indirectly, any 
of the characteristics of a historic property that qualify the property for inclusion in the National Register in a 
manner that would diminish the integrity of the property’s location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, 
feeling, or association, 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(1). Specifically, the undertaking will result in physical destruction of or 
damage to all or part of the property by demolishing contributing resources to the eligible historic district.   
 
Federal agencies are required to avoid, minimize, or mitigate adverse effects. Please note that if the federal agency 
and the SHPO concur that the adverse effect cannot be avoided, the Section 106 process will not conclude until the 
consultation process is complete, an MOA is developed, executed, and implemented, and, if applicable, the formal 
comments of the Advisory Council have been received, 36 CFR § 800.6. For more information on federal agencies’ 
responsibilities to resolve the adverse effect pursuant to 36 CFR § 800.6 for undertakings that will have an adverse 
effect on historic properties under 36 CFR § 800.6, please review the enclosed materials. 
 
We remind you that federal agency officials or their delegated authorities are required to involve the public in a 
manner that reflects the nature and complexity of the undertaking and its effects on historic properties per 36 CFR 
§ 800.2(d). The National Historic Preservation Act also requires that federal agencies consult with any Indian tribe 
and/or Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (THPO) that attach religious and cultural significance to historic 
properties that may be affected by the agency’s undertakings per 36 CFR § 800.2(c)(2)(ii). 
 
Additionally, your finding letter dated December 22, 2022 states that SHPO staff concurred with the consultant, 
Commonwealth Heritage Group (Commonwealth), that the K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base Historic District is eligible 
under Criterion A for Military, Politics, and Government. We would like to clarify that we concurred with this 
recommendation but stated that historic significance is likely at the state level rather than national level as 
recommended by Commonwealth. We also stated that in our opinion the district is also eligible under Criterion A 
for Community Planning and Development.  
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The opinion of the SHPO is based on the materials provided for our review. If you believe that there is material 
that we should consider that might affect our finding, or if you have questions, please contact Scott Slagor,, 
Cultural Resource Protection Manager, at (517)285-5120  or by email at slagors2@michigan.gov. Please reference 
our project number in all communication with this office regarding this undertaking.  
 
Finally, the State Historic Preservation Office is not the office of record for this undertaking. You are therefore 
asked to maintain a copy of this letter with your environmental review record for this undertaking. Thank you for 
this opportunity to review and comment, and for your cooperation. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Martha MacFarlane-Faes  
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 
 
MMF:AK:SES 
 
Enclosures: Adverse Effect Guidance Documents 
 
copy: Rachel Magnum, Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
 Duane DuRay, Sawyer International Airport 
 Emily Pettis, Mead and Hunt 
 
 



 

 
 
 

Detroit Airports District Office 
11677 S. Wayne Road, Ste. 107 
Romulus, MI  48174 

 
December 22, 2022 
 
Mr. Scott Slagor 
Michigan State Historic Preservation Office 
300 N. Washington Sq. 
Lansing, MI 48913 

Section 106 Consultation 
Marquette County Airport Building Demolitions Project 

Marquette County, Michigan 
 
Dear Mr. Slagor: 
 
The Sawyer International Airport (SAW) has identified a need to remove 14 buildings located within the 
airport’s property in Gwinn, Michigan.  The 14 buildings are in poor condition and pose a risk to aircraft.  
Due to the location of the buildings, project implementation will require approval from the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA).  The FAA will be the lead Federal agency and will consult with the 
Michigan State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) through project completion.   
 
SAW retained Commonwealth Heritage Group Inc. to complete a historic resource review to assess the 
buildings’ eligibility for listing in National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).  The Sawyer International 
Airport, formally known as the K.I Sawyer Air force Base is recommended as eligible for listing in the 
NRHP under Criterion A by Commonwealth for their integrity of feeling and association with the Cold 
War.  The 14 associated buildings are recommended as contributing to the potential K.I Sawyer Air Force 
Base.  
 
The FAA originally disagreed with Commonwealth’s determination based on the Historic Building 
Inventory and Evaluation completed in August 1995 by Alexandra C. Cole and Terri Caruso Wessel, and 
requested SHPO’s concurrence with our determination of no adverse effect on historic properties. The 
SHPO determined they cannot concur with FAA’s determination of no adverse effect on historic 
properties and suggested FAA conduct additional survey by Title 36 CFR qualified professionals.   
 
The SHPO conducted a site visit at SAW and additional research on the site and community via historic 
newspapers. The SHPO provided their findings to the FAA in the form of Identification Forms and a 36 
CFR 16 letter. The letter stated SHPO staff concurs with Commonwealth’s determination that the base is 
eligible for Military, Politics, and Government under Criterion A.  SHPO also stated the buildings 
proposed for demolition would likely be determined contributing during a formal survey of the district.  
 
A full analysis of the base and community will be completed at a later date to fully assess the district’s 
significance. Based on the additional information provided by SHPO, FAA is determining historic 
properties will be affected and the project will have an Adverse Effect on one or more historic properties 
within the APE.  FAA will consult with the SHPO and other parties to resolve the adverse effect under 
800.6. 
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The FAA respectfully requests SHPO’s written concurrence with the determination of NRHP eligibility 
of the K.I Sawyer Air Force Base.  
 
If you have questions or require additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me at 
misty.peavler@faa.gov . 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Misty Peavler 
Environmental Protection Specialist 
Detroit Airports District Office 
Federal Aviation Administration 
(734) 229-2906 
Misty.Peavler@faa.gov 
 
 
Cc.  Mr. Duane DuRay, Sawyer International Airport (SAW) 

mailto:misty.peavler@faa.gov


 

 
 
 

Detroit Airports District Office 
Metro Airport Center 
11677 S. Wayne Road, Ste. 107 
Romulus, MI  48174 

 
April 13, 2022 
 
Mr. Brian Grennell 
Michigan State Historic Preservation Office 
300 N. Washington Sq. 
Lansing, MI 48913 

Section 106 Consultation 
Marquette County Airport Building Demolitions Project 

Marquette County, Michigan 
 
Dear Mr. Grennell: 
 
The attached report is being submitted in accordance with 36 CFR 800 which governs Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (Section 106), for the Marquette County Airport Building Demolitions 
Project in Marquette County, Michigan. Mead & Hunt, Inc. (Mead & Hunt) has completed this Section 106 compliance 
report on behalf of the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). Commonwealth Heritage Group, Inc. (Commonwealth) 
was retained by Mead & Hunt to complete the archaeological survey. The Section 106 report and supplemental 
materials are attached.   
 
The architecture/history Area of Potential Effects (APE) was defined to include the entire airport property boundary, 
which includes 13 airport buildings proposed for demolition (diagram on page 9 of application). Commonwealth 
surveyed the 13 historic-age properties within the APE and found that the proposed project will not affect any 
previously recorded archaeological sites. They also found that project activities are unlikely to encounter undisturbed 
or significant archaeological deposits.  
 
The archaeology APE was defined to include the area of direct impacts. A literature review and visual 
reconnaissance were completed as part of the archaeological survey. The literature review did not result in findings 
of previously identified archaeological sites, and the visual reconnaissance did not identify any indications of 
archaeological sites within the archeology APE. No additional archaeological studies are recommended for this 
project. 
 
However, Commonwealth recommends that the K.I Sawyer Air Force Base as eligible for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places (NRHP) under Criterion A for its associations with changing political policies during the 
Cold War that focused on air defense and detection. Commonwealth is proposing that all 13 buildings proposed for 
demolition be listed as historic as well (pending State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) concurrence). 
 
The FAA disagrees with Commonwealth’s determination of the K.I Sawyer Air Force Base eligibility for listing in the 
NRHP and the 13 buildings being recognized as historic. Commonwealth’s report did not consider the Historic 
Building Inventory and Evaluation completed in August 1995 by Alexandra C. Cole and Terri Caruso Wessel (Cole 
and Caruso Wessel 1995), which is on file at the Michigan SHPO.  
 
For example, in commonwealth’s letter to TriMedia Environmental & Engineering (TriMedia), Commonwealth stated:  

1001wdb
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“Review of SHPO survey files revealed that there was one survey conducted at the base in 1995 (Cole and 
Caruso Wessel 1995). The survey evaluated the K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base’s eligibility for listing in the NRHP. 
The resulting report recommended that the base was not eligible for listing in the NRHP, and Michigan SHPO 
concurred with the findings (SHPO file number P27512). However, at the time of survey, none of the buildings 
that were affiliated with the base had reached 50 years of age, the benchmark that is generally required for 
historic resources to be evaluated for listing in the NRHP. Therefore, Commonwealth reevaluated the entire 
base, as defined by its historical boundaries, for this report.” (Page 12 of application). 

 
However, the 1995 Historic Building Inventory and Evaluation accounts for the fact that the base had not yet reached 
50 years of age and evaluated the K.I Sawyer Air Force Base as such. The report states: 

“The district concept applies to properties that are integral parts of a grouping of properties that meet the criteria 
of exceptional significance. [National Park Service] guidance recognizes the potential for districts of properties 
less than 50 years old, when the district’s historic associations and/or design characteristics have exceptional 
significance (National Park Service 1991:7-8). Given the historic importance and potential for outstanding design 
present in many Cold War-era military facilities, consideration must be given to the possibility that a base 
contains one or more historic districts. An early goal of the research and assessments at K.I Sawyer AFB was to 
evaluate the potential for historic districts in order to establish a basis for assessing individual properties. As a 
result of the preliminary review, general administrative buildings, housing, recreational facilities, and many utility 
structures were eliminated from further consideration.” (Cole and Caruso Wessel 1995, p. 2-9). 

 
Commonwealth’s report also omits the fact that general administrative buildings were eliminated from further 
consideration in the 1995 Historic Building Inventory and Evaluation, as mentioned in the quote above. This would 
eliminate the justification for historic significance of 9 of the 13 buildings, specifically 403, 404, 426, 429, 601, 725, 
726, 731, and 732 because they were administrative buildings. Which leaves buildings 428, 430, and 600. 
 
The Historic Building Inventory and Evaluation also mentions,  
 

“Historic properties associated with the Cold War must demonstrate exceptional significance. The importance 
of the Cold War lies in events that occurred on a national scale. 
 
The primary factor in determining a building’s significance lies in whether or not it was critical to the operation of 
a Cold War mission. For example, under this reasoning, administrative and support facilities would not be 
considered potentially eligible. 
 
Due to the expansive time period encompassing the Cold War and overwhelming number of buildings 
constructed during this era, one goal of the historic building invintory is to narrow the research focus to those 
resources with the greatest potential to demonstrate exceptional national significance. In an attempt to prioritize 
these buildings, the following characteristics are believed to be associated with the greatest potential to 
demonstrate exceptional significance: (Cole and Caruso Wessel 1995, p. 2-3) 
• Operational facilities or complexes 
• Properties that epitomize a response to or preparation for and actual or perceived threat to national      

security 
• Association with programs or activities that were relatively unique in the nation”  

 
Considering the above information, buildings 428 (Shop), 430 (Shop), 600 (Fire Station), and 610 (Unknown) would 
be eliminated from further consideration since they do not demonstrate exceptional significance. In addition, the 1995 
Historic Building Inventory and Evaluation did not evaluate buildings 428, 430, 600, or 610 because they did not meet 
the exceptional significance criteria.   
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SHPO concurred (SHPO file number P27512) with the 1995 Historic Building Inventory and Evaluation and the K.I 
Sawyer Air Force Base was determined Not Eligible for Listing in the National Register of Historic Places.  
 
As stated above, the FAA does not concur with Commonwealth’s findings. For the reasons stated herein, the FAA 
recommends the K.I Sawyer Air Force Base remains listed as Not Eligible for Listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places and concludes that there are no historic properties present within the APE.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Misty Peavler 
Environmental Protection Specialist 
Detroit Airports District Office 
Federal Aviation Administration 
(734) 229-2906 
Misty.Peavler@faa.gov 
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May 26, 2022 
 
MISTY PEAVLER 
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 
DETROIT AIRPORTS DISTRICT OFFICE 
11677 SOUTH WAYNE ROAD  SUITE 107 
ROMULUS MI 48174 
 
 
RE: ER22-654 Marquette County Airport Building Demolitions Project, Sec. 25, 26, 35, 36, T46N,  
  R25W, Sands and Forsyth Townships, K.I. Sawyer, Marquette County (FAA) 
 
Dear Ms. Peavler: 
 
We have received your request for review of the above-cited undertaking until under Section 106 of the NHPA. The 
State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) cannot concur with your determination of that the undertaking will not 
have an adverse effect on historic properties. 
In the application and cover letter, you state that the FAA disagrees with the findings made by Commonwealth 
Heritage Group that the K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places 
under Criterion A in the areas of Military and Politics/Government. Rather, you reference a 1995 EIS and Historic 
Building Inventory and Evaluation whereby it was determined that at that time that the base was not eligible.  
 
Please be aware that the previous determination of eligibility was conducted in 1995/1996, more than 25 years 
ago, and the Michigan SHPO believes that this must be reassessed to determine whether this site is eligible under 
any of the National Register Criterion. Furthermore, we cannot adequately make a current determination of 
eligibility based on the information provided. While the national military history and context is important and valid 
given the use of the property during the Cold War Period, that limited assessment is leaving out a significant 
portion of the history of the site, the community development impact that the construction, operation, and 
closure that this base had on the local community, region, and state. Limiting the context and history to only 
national-level military history and significance does not provide a full analysis of the history and significance of the 
base and indicates to a reader that this site existed in a vacuum and did not have a significant impact on the 
community, region, or state.  
 
Given the scope of the proposed demolitions, we respectfully request that the FAA conduct additional assessment 
by 36cfr qualified professionals, of this under appropriate additional criteria, areas of significance, periods of 
significance, and levels of significance in order to provide us a fuller picture of the significance of the property and 
enable us to provide an accurate eligibility decision.  
 
Specifically, we would like information on the following:  
 

1. The development of housing and other infrastructure related to the base’s presence in the community 
and region  

2. Community planning efforts that went into the location of the base near Gwinn and the construction of 
the base and its associated community 

3. Information on the impact that the presence of this base had on the local community and region  
 
Evaluation of the former KI Sawyer Air Force Base should also evaluate the property’s significance under Criterion 
A in the area of Military significance at the state level. The base was part of larger SAGE air defense system in the 



 

 

Cold War era. Bases such as KI Sawyer provided air defense in the event of enemy air attack.  KI Sawyer and the 
473rd Fighter Group appears to have had a specific regional mission – protection of the upper Midwest (or 
portions thereof).  Though part of a larger system and operating under the Easter Air Defense Command, the 
fighter group’s mission was not national in scope and a national framework for evaluation does not appear to be 
an appropriate for this property.  We respectfully request reevaluation at the state level of significance under 
National Register Criterion A in the area of Military significance.  
 
Without this information, we feel that we do not have adequate documentation to make an eligibility 
determination, and subsequently, a finding of effects for this undertaking. 
 
Please note that the Section 106 review process cannot proceed until we are able to consider the information 
requested above. If you have any questions, please contact Brian Grennell, Cultural Resource Management 
Coordinator, at (517) 335-2721 or by email at grennellb@michigan.gov. Please reference our project number in all 
communication with this office regarding this undertaking. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Brian G. Grennell 
Cultural Resource Management Specialist 
 
for Mark A. Rodman 
State Historic Preservation Officer 



             APPLICATION FOR SHPO SECTION 106 CONSULTATION  

 

REV 12.18.2020 1 

Submit one application for each project for which comment is requested. Consult the Instructions for the 
Application for SHPO Section 106 Consultation Form when completing this application.  

 

Mail form, all attachments, and check list to: Michigan State Historic Preservation Office, 300 North Washington Square, 
Lansing, MI 48913 

 

I. GENERAL INFORMATION ☒ New submittal 

☐ More information relating to SHPO ER# SHPO Project # 

☐ Submitted under a Programmatic Agreement (PA)  

PA Name/Date: PA name/date, if applicable 

a. Project Name:  Marquette County Airport Building Demolitions Project 
b. Project Municipality:  Sands and Forsyth Townships; K.I. Sawyer 
c. Project Address (if applicable): 603 3rd Street, 503 H Avenue, 530 F Avenue, 605 2nd Street, 509 2nd Street, 

505 2nd Street, 403 D Avenue, 551 3rd Street, 520 8th Street, 249 D Avenue, 232 G Avenue, 541 9th Street, and 
NVA – 500 block of F Avenue.  

d. County: Marquette 
 

II. FEDERAL AGENCY INVOLVEMENT AND RESPONSE CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
a. Federal Agency: Federal Aviation Administration 

Contact Name: Misty Peavler 
Contact Address: 11677 S. Wayne Road, Ste 107 City: Romulus State: MI Zip: 48174-1412 
Email: misty.peavler@faa.gov 
Specify the federal agency involvement in the project: Lead federal agency responsible for project review 
and approval. 

 
b. If HUD is the Federal Agency: 24 CFR Part 50 ☐  or  Part 58 ☐ 

Responsible Entity (RE): Name of the entity that is acting as the Responsible Entity  
Contact Name: RE Contact name 
Contact Address: RE mailing address City: RE city State: RE State Zip: RE zip code 
RE Email: RE contact’s email Phone: RE contact’s phone # 

 
c. State Agency Contact (if applicable): Name of state agency 

Contact Name: Name of state agency contact     
Contact Address: State agency contact’s mailing address  City: State contact’s city Zip: State contact’s zip 
code   
Email: State contact’s email Phone: State contact’s phone # 

 
d. Applicant (if different than federal agency): Name of Applicant’s agency/firm 

Contact Name: Applicant contact’s name 



             APPLICATION FOR SHPO SECTION 106 CONSULTATION  

 

REV 12.18.2020 2 

Contact Address: Applicant contact’s mailing address  City: Applicant’s city State: Applicant contact’s state  
Zip: Applicant contact’s zip code 
Email: Applicant contact’s email  Phone: Applicant contact’s phone # 

 
e. Consulting Firm (if applicable): Mead & Hunt     

Contact Name: Emily Pettis     
Contact Address: 2440 Deming Way  City: Middleton  State: WI Zip: 53562 
Email: Emily.Pettis@meadhunt.com  Phone: 608-443-0406 
 

 

III. PROJECT INFORMATION 
 
a. Project Location and Area of Potential Effect (APE) 

i. Maps. Please indicate all maps that will be submitted as attachments to this form. 

☒Street map, clearly displaying the direct and indirect APE boundaries 
☐Site map 
☒USGS topographic map   Name(s) of topo map(s): Gwinn (1975) and Little Lake (1985)  
☒Aerial map 
☐Map of photographs  
☒Other: Soils Map 

ii. Site Photographs 
iii. Describe the APE: 

The APE is in the Marquette County Airport, which is also the former K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. The 
Archaeology APE is the 13 footprints of the buildings planned to be demolished. The footprints total 2.1 
ha (5.3 ac), and are in an area 1,500.0 m (4,921.0 ft) in length by approximately 236.5 m (776.0 ft) wide.  
The depth to which the proposed grading will disturb the ground is unknown.  
 
The Above-Ground APE includes the entirety of the former K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base to account for any 
effects on this complex. The Above-Ground APE is roughly 2,330.0 ha (5,758.0 ac).  
 

iv. Describe the steps taken to define the boundaries of the APE: 

The Archaeology APE is defined to include all areas that may be impacted by ground disturbing activities 
related to the Project undertaking. The boundaries of the Archaeology APE were defined by the Project 
Area itself (the limits of the Project as described by the Applicant/TriMedia to Commonwealth Heritage 
Group). This is the area where ground disturbance may occur.  

 

Because the proposed building demolitions will occur in the former K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base, the Above-
Ground APE accounts for any effects on the base, as defined by its historical boundaries, as a whole. This 
allowed for the evaluation of the entire base as a historic property. 
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b. Project Work Description 

Describe all work to be undertaken as part of the project: 

The proposed Project activities involve the demolition of 13 buildings in the west of the current 
airport/former base complex, removal of the building materials, filling in of any remaining foundation 
excavations, and grading of former building areas. 

 

 

IV. IDENTIFICATION OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES  
 

a. Scope of Effort Applied  

 

i. List sources consulted for information on historic properties in the project area (including but not 
limited to SHPO office and/or other locations of inventory data).  

Commonwealth conducted a literature review at the Michigan SHPO, compiling information regarding 
previously identified archaeological sites and surveys in the Archaeology APE and in the surrounding 1.6-
km (1.0-mi) Archaeology Study Area. In addition, Commonwealth compiled information derived from a 
review of the National and State Registers of Historic Places, historic aerials and maps, and online soils 
data for understanding archaeological potential in the Project Area. 
 
Commonwealth conducted a literature review at the Michigan SHPO for the Above-Ground Study Area, 
which extends 0.5 mi (0.8 km) beyond the project location, to identify any previously recorded above-
ground resources or previously conducted above-ground surveys. Commonwealth also compiled 
information derived from a review of the National and State Registers of Historic Places, historic aerials 
and maps, and online repositories. 

 

ii. Provide documentation of previously identified sites as attachments. 
iii. Provide a map showing the relationship between the previously identified properties and sites, your 

project footprint and project APE. 
iv. Have you reviewed existing site information at the SHPO: ☒Yes   ☐ No 
v. Have you reviewed information from non-SHPO sources:  ☒Yes   ☐ No 

 

b. Identification Results  

 

i. Above-ground Properties 
A. Attach the appropriate Michigan SHPO Architectural Identification Form for each resource or site 50 

years of age or older in the APE. Refer to the Instructions for the Application for SHPO Section 106 
Consultation Form for guidance on this.  

B. Provide the name and qualifications of the person who made recommendations of eligibility for 
the above-ground identification forms.  
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Name Sarah Reyes     Agency/Consulting Firm: Commonwealth Heritage Group       

Is the individual a 36CFR Part 61 Qualified Historian or Architectural Historian ☒ Yes   ☐ No 

Are their credentials currently on file with the SHPO? ☒ Yes   ☐ No 

If NO attach this individual’s qualifications form and resume. 
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ii. Archaeology (complete this section if the project involves temporary or permanent ground disturbance) 

Submit the following information using attachments, as necessary.  

 

A. Attach Archaeological Sensitivity Map. 
B. Summary of previously reported archaeological sites and surveys: 

Please see letter report 

C. Town/Range/Section or Private Claim numbers: Sections 25, 26, 35, and 36, T46N R25W 

D. Width(s), length(s), and depth(s) of proposed ground disturbance(s): Length: 1.5 km (4,922.0 
ft); Width: 236.5 m (776.0 ft); The depth to which the proposed grading will disturb the ground is 
unknown.  

E. Will work potentially impact previously undisturbed soils? ☐ Yes   ☒ No 

If YES, summarize new ground disturbance: 
Summary of new ground disturbance 

F. Summarize past and present land use: 

Please see letter report 

G. Potential to adversely affect significant archaeological resources: 

☒ Low           ☐ Moderate       ☐ High 

For moderate and high potential, is fieldwork recommended? ☐ Yes     ☐ No  

Briefly justify the recommendation: 

  

H. Has fieldwork already been conducted? ☐ Yes    ☒ No 

If YES: 
☐ Previously surveyed; refer to A. and B. above. 
☐ Newly surveyed; attach report copies and provide full report reference here: 
Full report reference 

I. Provide the name and qualifications of the person who provided the information for the 
Archaeology section: 

Name: Sarah L. Posin  Agency/Firm:  Commonwealth Heritage Group, Inc.       
Is the person a 36CFR Part 61 Qualified Archaeologist?  ☒ Yes    ☐ No 
Are their credentials currently on file with the SHPO?  ☒ Yes   ☐ No 
If NO, attach this individual’s qualifications form and resume.  

 

Archaeological site locations are legally protected. 

This application may not be made public without first redacting sensitive archaeological information. 
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V. IDENTIFICATION OF CONSULTING PARTIES  

 

a. Provide a list of all consulting parties, including Native American tribes, local governments, applicants for 
federal assistance/permits/licenses, parties with a demonstrated interest in the undertaking, and public 
comment: 

Identify consulting parties, mailing addresses, and email addresses. 

b. Provide a summary of consultation with consultation parties: 

Summary of consultation with parties other than the SHPO  

c. Provide summaries of public comment and the method by which that comment was sought: 

Public comment summary 

 

 

 

VI. DETERMINATION OF EFFECT  

Guidance for applying the Criteria of Adverse Effect can be found in the Instructions for the Application 
for SHPO Section 106 Consultation Form. 

 

a. Basis for determination of effect: 

The proposed project includes demolishing 13 buildings at the Marquette County Airport, formerly the K.I 
Sawyer Air Force Base. This will include grading of the building areas following demolition and filling of their 
foundations.  

Commonwealth stated, according to the Michigan SHPO, no previously recorded archaeological sites or 
investigations overlap the Archaeology APE. Therefore, the Project, as proposed, will not affect previously 
recorded archaeological sites. The Archaeology APE is in areas where soils were previously disturbed during the 
construction of the streets and buildings associated with the K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base. Therefore, 
Commonwealth concludes the proposed Project activities are unlikely to encounter undisturbed or significant 
archaeological deposits.  

Commonwealth also recommended that the K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base is eligible for listing in the NRHP. 
Commonwealth believes it is eligible under Criterion A in the areas of Military and Politics/Government for its 
associations with Cold War era military efforts and the expansion of the United States Air Force into northern 
Michigan, and for its associations with changing political policies during the Cold War that increasingly focused 
on air defense and detection during the Cold War. Commonwealth also believes that all 13 buildings proposed 
for demolition contributes to the potential K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base. This means Commonwealth believes the 
demolition of the 13 buildings will have an adverse effect on historic properties. 
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As stated in the FAA cover letter, the FAA disagrees with Commonwealth’s findings. Previously, in 1995, the 
airport underwent an EIS as well as a Historic Building Inventory and Evaluation to determine whether the K.I 
Sawyer Air Force Base was eligible for listing in the NRHP. It was determined then the K.I Sawyer Air Force Base 
was not eligible for listing in the NRHP (SHPO file number P27512). The Historic Building Inventory and 
Evaluation mentions that “historic properties associated with the Cold War must demonstrate exceptional 
significance” and took several factors under consideration when evaluating the K.I Sawyer Air Force base. Based 
on the criteria set forth in the Historic Building Inventory, none of the 13 buildings would be considered 
exceptionally significant.  Commonwealth’s report mentions the 1995 Historic Building Inventory and Evaluation 
and stated the report was completed before the buildings had reached 50 years of age. The report explicitly 
mentions the fact that the buildings have not reached 50 years of age however, they evaluated the buildings as 
such.  

For the reasons stated herein, the FAA recommends the K.I Sawyer Air Force Base remains listed as Not Eligible 
for Listing in the National Register of Historic Places and concludes that no historic properties will be affected.  

b. Determination of effect 

☒ No historic properties will be affected or 

☐ Historic properties will be affected and the project will (check one):  

☐ have No Adverse Effect on historic properties within the APE.  

☐ have an Adverse Effect on one or more historic properties in the APE and the federal agency, or 
federally authorized representative, will consult with the SHPO and other parties to resolve the 
adverse effect under 800.6. 

 ☐ More Information Needed: We are initiating early consultation. A determination of effect will be 
submitted to the SHPO at a later date, pending results of survey.  

 

  

Federally Authorized Signature:___________________________________ Date:_______________   
  

  

Type or Print Name:  _____________________________________________ 

  
 

Title: ______________________________________________________________                                                                                

 

  

4/13/2022

Misty Peavler

Environmental Protection Specialist
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ATTACHMENT CHECKLIST 

Identify any materials submitted as attachments to the form: 

☐ Additional federal, state, local government, applicant, consultant contacts 

☒ Maps of project location 

 Number of maps attached:  6 

☒ Site Photographs 

 ☒Map of photographs 

☐ Plans and specifications 

☐ Other information pertinent to the work description:  Identify the type of materials attached 

☐ Documentation of previously identified historic properties 

☒ Architectural Properties Identification Forms 

☒ Map showing the relationship between the previously identified properties, your project footprint, and project 
APE 

☐ Above-ground qualified person’s qualification form and resume 

☒ Archaeological sensitivity map 

☐ Survey report 

☐ Archaeologist qualifications and resume 

☒ Other: Soils Map 
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Figure 1. Project location  
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Figure 2. Soils charted by the NCRS in and near the Archaeology APE 
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Figure 3. Previously identified archaeological sites and investigations within 1.6 km (1.0 mi) of the Project Area 
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Figure 4. Boundaries of the potential K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base Historic District and locations of the 13 buildings 
scheduled for demolition 
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Figure 5. Buildings 725, 726, 731, and 732 and photo directions 



             APPLICATION FOR SHPO SECTION 106 CONSULTATION  

 

REV 12.18.2020 14 

 
Figure 6. Buildings 403, 404, 426, 428, 429, 430, 600, 601, and 610 and photo directions 



Michigan SHPO Architectural District/Complex 
Identification Form                                                                            
 

District Overview and Location  

District/Complex Historic Name K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base 

Current/Common Name Sawyer International Airport 

Roughly bounded by streets The boundary encompasses the historic boundary of the base. There are very few 
roads in the area to define the boundaries. Roughly bound by Kelly Johnson 
Memorial Drive, Taylor Road, and the golf course to the north; Highway 553/462 to 
the west; and former base housing to the east and south. 

City, State, Zip Code(s) Gwinn, Michigan, 49843 

County Marquette 

Total Acres in the District 5,758 

Ownership Private    Public-Local    Public-State    Public-Federal    

 

District/Complex Type    (Insert map or aerial photo with boundaries below.) 

Commercial   
Residential   
Industrial   

Rural/Farm Complex   
Other   

District/Complex Information            

Total Number of Resources   

Contributing Resources  

Non-Contributing Resources   

Significant Dates 
 

1955–1995 

For complexes provide a list of resources:  

National Register Eligibility 

Is the district listed in 
the National Register? 

Yes    No       If yes, 
provide: 

Date Listed: NRIS #: 

If not already listed, complete the information below: 
Eligible Under: Criterion A     Criterion B     Criterion C     Criterion D     

Criteria Considerations: a.     b.     c.     d.     e.     f.     g.  

Not Eligible        

Area(s) of Significance Military, Politics/Government 
 

Period(s) Significance 1955–1995 
 

Integrity – Does the district/complex possess integrity in all or some of the 7 aspects? 

General Integrity: Intact  Altered  Moved  Date(s): 

Location  Design   Materials  Workmanship  Setting   Feeling  Association  

Condition of District? Good    Fair     Poor     

Threats to Resource?  
 

Demolitions, private development 

 

Survey Date June 17, 2021 Recorded By TriMedia/Commonwealth Heritage Group 

 

 

For SHPO Use Only SHPO Concurrence?:  Y / N Date: 
Form date: 6/25/2019 

 



Narrative District/Complex Description 
 

Provide a detailed description of the district/complex, including general character of the district/complex, types of buildings 
and structures including outbuildings and bridges, and the qualities distinguishing the district/complex from its 
surroundings. This is required for all districts/complexes. 
 

 
The K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base is in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula approximately 21 miles (34 km) of Marquette 
and 7 miles (11km) northeast of Gwinn (United States Air Force Air Combat Command, 1997). The runway and 
aprons run north-northeast to south-southwest. The buildings are east of the runways with mission-related 
buildings nearest to the runway, followed by headquarters, industrial, base support, community, and 
unaccompanied housing buildings further away from the runway. A large, open space divides the base from the 
housing area at the southeast corner of the base. A golf course is at the north end of the open space area. The 
housing area includes an elementary school and a chapel. 
 
The base follows the standard layout for Strategic Air Command (SAC) bases with a few modifications. The control 
tower at the base is located at the northern end of the runway instead of the center of the mission area. The 
entrance gate is in the desolate, southwest corner of the base as opposed to near the family housing area. The 
tanker alert area has a separate facility and apron, whereas standard bases are located along the runway. The 
weapon storage area is immediately adjacent to the base, in contrast to standard plans that located it away from 
the main base development. A fighter alert area was added to this base, which is not typical for SAC bases. 
Finally, headquarters buildings are within the mission area, whereas standard plans located them further from the 
runway near the middle of the base. Sawyer has a single-family house area, and standard plans show two distinct 
family housing areas (United States Air Combat Command, 1999).  
 

 

History of the District/Complex 
 
Provide information on previous owners, land use, construction and alteration dates in a narrative format. This is required 
for all intensive level surveys and recommended for other identification efforts.   
 
 
The K.I. Sawyer County Airport was established in 1949 as Marquette County’s municipal airport. It was named 
after Kenneth Ingalls Sawyer, a former County Highway Department employee (Air Force Civil Engineer Center 
2021). Between 1951–1954 the Air Defense Command (ADC) surveyed multiple municipal airports and Air Force 
locations for placement or relocation of fighter-interceptor squadrons to counter Soviet threats and to detect 
incoming attacks. In June 1954, ADC presented arguments for “perimeter defense of the United States” along the 
northern border and Sawyer Airport was chosen as one of six brand new Air Force installations to support this 
objective. The other bases included Glasgow, Montana; Minot and Grand Forks, North Dakota; Klamath Falls, 
Oregon; and Kinross, Michigan (United States Air Combat Command 1999). In 1955 the United States 
Government signed a 99-year lease to establish the K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base with the agreement of joint military 
and public use. Total control of the site was transferred to the Air Force in 1956 and non-military operations ended 
in 1957.  
 
The Cold War between the United States, the Soviet Union, and their allies lasted from 1946–1989. During this 
time, the United States Army had two Cold War objectives: to deter and defeat communist growth without using 
strategic nuclear warfare and to support the defense of the United States through antiaircraft missiles and 
antiballistic missiles. Cold War fears pressured the United States to be prepared to enter combat on short notice. 
There was a renewed emphasis on the nation’s air defense and the Army worked to maintain an active force that 
was prepared to quickly deploy to combat zones (U.S. Army Environmental Center 1998). In 1947 the U.S. armed 
forces were unified under the oversight of the Department of Defense by the National Security Act. This Act also 
created the United States Air Force, independent from the Army (U.S. Army Environmental Center, 1998). In 1954 
the Killian Report was presented to the National Security Council and indicated that the country was vulnerable to 
surprise attack because of poor air defense, lack of early warning signals, and increasing Soviet long-range 
bomber force. This inspired a defense network of early warning signals and interceptor aircraft at six locations 
along the northern U.S. border. Sawyer Air Force Base was one of these bases designed as an interceptor base to 
counter Soviet trans-polar bomber threats and to improve the U.S. capability to detect incoming attack and defend 
the country (United States Air Combat Command 1995). 
 
In 1956 the base was activated as part of the Eastern Air Defense Force of the Air Defense Command (ADC) and 
the 473rd Fighter Group was activated under this command. Twenty-five F-102 Delta Dagger aircraft were placed 
on duty in 1958. The 473rd became the 56th Fighter Group in 1959 with the 62nd Fighter Interceptor Squadron 
(FIS) serving under it (United States Air Combat Command, 1995). The 62nd FIS was equipped with F-101 Voodoo 
supersonic interceptors. They were responsible for the patrol and defense of Sault Ste. Marie Defense Sector, 



which was one of many north-south corridors along the United States-Canada border. The Sault Ste. Marie sector 
included a Semi-Automatic Ground Environment (SAGE) system that cycled early warning data of elevation, 
speed, and distance of incoming targets and calculated the most efficient interception route. The information was 
then relayed to fighters to eliminate the threat. The SAGE system consisted of a blast-resistant, windowless SAGE 
building that housed two, large IBM computers, as well as radar and communications equipment (United States Air 
Combat Command, 1995).  
 
The role of Sawyer Air Force Base solely as an interceptor base was short-lived. In 1957 the Gaither Report 
recommended that strategic aircraft be dispersed to numerous bases as a safeguard in the event of a Soviet 
strike. The 4042nd Strategic Wing (SW; redesignated 410 Bombardment Wing [BMW] in 1963) was activated at the 
base in 1958. Their mission was to operate KC-135 tankers for the 923rd Air Refueling Squadron (AREFS; 
(redesignated 46th ARWFS in 1961) and B-52H bombers of the 644th Bombardment Squadron (BMS; redesignated 
526th BMS in 1963; United States Air Combat Command 1995).  
 
The SAGE facility was deactivated in 1963 and the base was reassigned from the ADC to the Strategic Air 
Command (SAC). The SAC mission was to maintain “a capability of conducting long-range bombardment 
operations….and to sustain the capability to engage in effective air refueling operations.” The 410th BMW became 
the base host and were on constant alert to respond to any threat situation. The 56th FG was deactivated and the 
62nd FIS remained as a tenant of the base.  
 
Throughout the 1960s, the 410th BMW participated in several of high-profile operations. In 1961, KC-135 crews 
were part of Project Quick Step, where a B-58 bomber set a record flying from New York to Paris with in-flight 
fueling. Tankers from Sawyer Air Force Base were part of Operation Greased Lighting in 1963, setting a B-58 
speed record flying from Tokyo to London. Beginning in 1965, the KC-135s participated in Operation Young Tiger, 
an air refueling operation over Southeast Asia. The 410th BMW aircraft and crews participated in Operation Arc 
Light, a bombing campaign over Vietnam in 1968 (United States Air Combat Command, 1995).  
 
In 1971, the 62nd FIS was reassigned and the 87th FIS along with F-106 Delta Darts were transferred to the base. 
In 1979, control of the 87th FIS was shifted from ADC to Tactical Air Command (TAC), but the interceptor mission 
continued. In 1985, the 87th FIS and the F-106s were removed from the base along with their interceptor mission, 
marking the first time the base did not have an interceptor mission (United States Air Combat Command, 1995).   
 
The 526th BMS and their B-52s were removed from alert in 1991. In 1992, the base and the 410th BMW (renamed 
410th BW) were reassigned from SAC to ACC and the 46th AREFTS was transferred to Air Mobility Command. The 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission announced the base was closing in 1993. The 46th AREFTS 
was deactivated that year, followed by the reassignment of the 526th BS in 1994 (United States Air Combat 
Command, 1995). In 1995, the base officially closed (Air Force Civil Engineer Center, 2021). Today, the base 
operates as the Sawyer International Airport. Many of the buildings are used as private residences, businesses, 
churches, and medical offices, as well as the K.I. Sawyer Heritage Air Museum.  
  

 

Statement of Significance/Recommendation of Eligibility 
 
Provide a detailed explanation of the district/complex’s eligibility for the National Register, including an evaluation under 
the four criteria, discussion of the seven aspects of integrity, and recommendations about eligibility. This is required for all 
districts/complexes.  
 
 
K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base is recommended eligible for listing in the NRHP under Criterion A for significance in 
the areas of Military and Politics/Government for its association with Cold War era efforts to defend the United 
States and the Great Lakes from possible attacks from the Soviet Union. It is recommended eligible as a historic 
district that encompasses the historic boundaries of the base, but a full survey will need to be conducted to 
determine contributing and non-contributing resources. The base’s period of significance is 1955–1995, which 
begins with the establishment of the military base and ends at the conclusion of military use. It is recommended 
eligible at the national level because it represents one of six bases along of the country’s northern border that were 
purposefully developed for the United States Air Force during the early years of the Cold War. The base continues 
to retain integrity of location, design, setting, feeling, and association as it relates to the period of significance. 
 
K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base is significant under Criterion A for its associations with Cold War era military efforts 
and the expansion of the United States Air Force into northern Michigan. Although the airfield was extant before 
government purchase, the build-up of the properties around it were in accordance with the standard layout for 
Strategic Air Command (SAC) bases with few modifications. The location was prime for detecting incoming attacks 
and for housing fighter-interceptor squadrons to counter Soviet threat along the northern border. The base is also 



significant under Criterion A in the area of Politics/Government for its associations with changing political policies 
during the Cold War that increasingly focused on air defense and detection during the Cold War. During the 
military’s use, the base was designed as a fighter-inceptor base and evolved into a bomber and tanker base.  
 
The period of significance of the K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base’s is recommended from 1955–1995, the entire period 
the property was operated by the United States Air Force. As a property that is under 50 years old, Criteria 
Consideration G is applicable to the base.  
 
The base was constructed for the express purpose of defending the United States from communist threats and 
retains many features. K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base retains integrity of location, setting, design, feeling, and 
association. Many components of the base are extant and continue to be used for similar purposes by private 
owners and tenants, while others have been repurposed. The integrity of materials and workmanship have been 
diminished due to replacement materials and alterations. Further survey is warranted to determine individual 
integrity of each resource, and to determine the number of contributing and non-contributing buildings. 
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District Inventory 

Complete this form for the district as well as individual Michigan SHPO Architectural Resource Identification Form for each 
individual address.  

STREET ADDRESS CITY/TOWNSHIP COUNTY 
YEAR 
BUILT 

CONTRIBUTING? 
(YES OR NO) 

     

     

     

     

     

 
 
 



Michigan SHPO Architectural Properties  
Identification Form 
Property Overview and Location   

Street Address Building 403; 503 H Avenue 

City/Township, State, Zip Code Gwinn, MI, 49843 

County Marquette 

Assessor’s Parcel #  

Latitude/Longitude (to the 6th decimal point) Lat: Long:  

Ownership Private    Public-Local    Public-State    Public-Federal    Multiple    

Property Type     (Insert primary photograph below.) 

Building   select sub-type 
below  

Commercial   
Residential   
Industrial   
Other   

Structure     
 

Object      

Architectural Information            

Construction Date 1986 

Architectural Style  
 

Building Form Irregular 

Roof Form Flat 

Roof Materials  

Exterior Wall Materials Concrete 

Foundation Materials Concrete slab 

Window Materials Metal 

Window Type Fixed, single-hung 

Outbuildings Yes     No    

Number/Type:  

Eligibility 

Individually 
Eligible 

Criterion A      Criterion B        Criterion C     Criterion D     

Criteria Considerations: a.     b.     c.     d.     e.     f.     g.  

Component of a 
Historic District 

Contributing to a 
district    

Non-contributing 
to a district  

Historic District Name  K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base 

Not Eligible         

Area(s) of Significance  

Period(s) of Significance  

Integrity – Does the property possess integrity in all or some of the 7 aspects? 

Location    Design    Materials    Workmanship    Setting    Feeling    Association    

General Integrity: Intact  Altered  Moved  Date(s): 

Historic Name  

Current/Common Name  

Historic/Original Owner  

Historic Building Use  

Current Building Use  

Architect/Engineer/Designer  

Builder/Contractor  

 

Survey Date 7/21/2021 Recorded By Commonwealth Heritage Group Agency Report #  

 

 

For SHPO Use Only SHPO Concurrence?:  Y / N Date: 
Form date: 2/28/2020

 



 

 

Narrative Architectural Description 
 

Provide a detailed description of the property, including all character-defining features and any accessory resources. This 
is required for all properties.  
 

 
Building 403 is directly east of the south end of the runway and taxiway. It rests in the middle of a paved lot that is 
in poor condition with significant vegetation growing from the cracks. Grass surrounds the paved lot and access is 
gained along H Avenue and a paved drive from the hangar apron.  
 
The single-story concrete block building has an irregular footprint. The entire building is painted with a contrasting 
color below the water table, along the parapets, as well as the doors. The paint in poor shape and is peeling away 
from the structure. The main block of the building is rectilinear with a shallow ell at the north end of the east 
elevation. A small rectangle addition abuts the south elevation of the ell and connects to the main block. This 
addition is covered by a shed roof and features a set of double, glass doors with sidelights on the south elevation. 
The east elevation has a single glass door on the small shed-roof addition, followed by four windows on the ell. 
Three of the windows are one-over-one lights aligned with one another. The fourth window is located higher on the 
wall, between the northern two windows. The two outer windows have metal security bars. The east elevation of 
the main block includes a double, steel door and a fixed, triple window. There is evidence of fenestration changes 
to the east elevation where four large bays appear to be filled in by square concrete blocks down to grade. The 
north elevation of the ell includes a double door and one-over-one window at the east corner of the building. Two 
rectilinear structures abut the main block and each other on the north elevation. The eastern structure lacks 
windows and doors. The larger structure rests near the center of the main block and has two sets of steel doors on 
the east elevation. The north elevation extends slightly above the roofline and is window- and doorless. The south 
elevation of the main block includes a center section that rises above the roofline and is slightly recessed between 
two, concrete block structures. The western end of the elevation contains a single steel door.  
 

 

History of the Resource 
 
Provide information on previous owners, land use(s), and construction and alteration dates in a narrative format. This is 
required for all intensive level surveys, NRPQs, and nominations, and recommended for other identification efforts.   
 
 
This building was built in 1986. It originally served as an administration building and was used for the maintenance 
orderly room and small shops. 
 

 

Statement of Significance/Recommendation of Eligibility 
 
Provide a detailed explanation of the property’s eligibility for the National Register. Include an evaluation under at least 
one of the four National Register Criteria and one Area of Significance. Include a discussion of the seven aspects of 
integrity, and make a recommendation about eligibility. This is required for all properties.  
 
 
Building 403 is recommended as contributing to the recommended eligible K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base. It was built 
during the base’s period of significance, 1955–1995, and retains most of its historic integrity. It has lost some 
integrity of design as a result of infilling two large door openings on the southern end of the façade (east elevation). 
 
 
 
References       

 

List references used to research and evaluate the individual property. For NRPQ’s include copies of key documents. 
 
 
 

 



Michigan SHPO Architectural Properties  
Identification Form 
Property Overview and Location   

Street Address Building 404; 530 F Avenue 

City/Township, State, Zip Code Gwinn, MI, 49843 

County Marquette 

Assessor’s Parcel #  

Latitude/Longitude (to the 6th decimal point) Lat: Long:  

Ownership Private    Public-Local    Public-State    Public-Federal    Multiple    

Property Type     (Insert primary photograph below.) 

Building   select sub-type 
below  

Commercial   
Residential   
Industrial   
Other   

Structure     
 

Object      

Architectural Information            

Construction Date 1961 

Architectural Style  
 

Building Form Irregular 

Roof Form Gable 

Roof Materials Standing seam metal 

Exterior Wall Materials Concrete block 

Foundation Materials Concrete 

Window Materials Metal 

Window Type Fixed 

Outbuildings Yes     No    

Number/Type:  

Eligibility 

Individually 
Eligible 

Criterion A      Criterion B        Criterion C     Criterion D     

Criteria Considerations: a.     b.     c.     d.     e.     f.     g.  

Component of a 
Historic District 

Contributing to a 
district    

Non-contributing 
to a district  

Historic District Name  K. I Sawyer Air Force Base 

Not Eligible         

Area(s) of Significance  

Period(s) of Significance  

Integrity – Does the property possess integrity in all or some of the 7 aspects? 

Location    Design    Materials    Workmanship    Setting    Feeling    Association    

General Integrity: Intact  Altered  Moved  Date(s): 

Historic Name  

Current/Common Name  

Historic/Original Owner  

Historic Building Use  

Current Building Use  

Architect/Engineer/Designer  

Builder/Contractor  

 

Survey Date 7/21/2021 Recorded By Commonwealth Heritage Group Agency Report #  

 

 

For SHPO Use Only SHPO Concurrence?:  Y / N Date: 
Form date: 2/28/2020

 



 

 

Narrative Architectural Description 
 

Provide a detailed description of the property, including all character-defining features and any accessory resources. This 
is required for all properties.  
 

 
Building 404 is south of the hangars, east of H Avenue, and west of F Avenue. It rests on grassy lot with access 
drives along the north, south, and west elevations. Five deciduous trees grow along the west elevation. Two 
coniferous trees are planted very close to the building at the center of the north elevation. A third coniferous tree is 
located at the northwest corner of the lot.  
 
The single-story, concrete block building has an irregular plan. The entire building is painted and has a contrasting 
color below the water table and on the doors. The paint is peeling away from the structure in m any areas. The 
building consists of two adjacent, low-pitch gable roof units that align along the south elevation. The western block 
projects north past the main block creating an ell. The ell does not have any fenestration on the north elevation. A 
shed roof addition is located at the junction of the main block and ell. The addition includes a single door, capped 
by a transom window near the ell along the north elevation. The addition has two plate glass windows east of the 
door that rest on bulkheads. The north elevation of the main block has a series of windows on bulkheads near the 
addition and ell. A set of double steel doors and two metal, quarter-round vent hoods/awnings are located near the 
center of the block. The east elevation of the main block has a set of double, steel doors adjacent to a metal 
addition with a low-pitch gable roof. The addition has two two-bay overhead doors spanning the east elevation. 
The south elevation is windowless. It has a two sets of steel doors at the center of the elevation covered by a flat 
hood. Three vent hoods/awnings are at the west end of the building.  
 
 

 

History of the Resource 
 
Provide information on previous owners, land use(s), and construction and alteration dates in a narrative format. This is 
required for all intensive level surveys, NRPQs, and nominations, and recommended for other identification efforts.   
 
 
This building was built in 1961. It originally served as an administration building and was used for calibrations. 
 
 
 
 

 

Statement of Significance/Recommendation of Eligibility 
 
Provide a detailed explanation of the property’s eligibility for the National Register. Include an evaluation under at least 
one of the four National Register Criteria and one Area of Significance. Include a discussion of the seven aspects of 
integrity, and make a recommendation about eligibility. This is required for all properties.  
 
 
Building 404 is recommended as contributing to the recommended eligible K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base. It was built 
early in the base’s period of significance, 1955–1995, and retains most of its historic integrity. It has lost some 
integrity of design as a result of infilling a door opening on the north elevation. 
 
 
 
References       

 

List references used to research and evaluate the individual property. For NRPQ’s include copies of key documents. 
 
 
 

 



Michigan SHPO Architectural Properties  
Identification Form 
Property Overview and Location   

Street Address Building 426; 605 Second Avenue 

City/Township, State, Zip Code Gwinn, MI, 49843 

County Marquette 

Assessor’s Parcel #  

Latitude/Longitude (to the 6th decimal point) Lat: Long:  

Ownership Private    Public-Local    Public-State    Public-Federal    Multiple    

Property Type     (Insert primary photograph below.) 

Building   select sub-type 
below  

Commercial   
Residential   
Industrial   
Other   

Structure     
 

Object      

Architectural Information            

Construction Date Ca. 1960 

Architectural Style  
 

Building Form Irregular 

Roof Form Gable 

Roof Materials Asphalt shingles 

Exterior Wall Materials Concrete block 

Foundation Materials Concrete 

Window Materials Metal 

Window Type Fixed, hopper 

Outbuildings Yes     No    

Number/Type:  

Eligibility 

Individually 
Eligible 

Criterion A      Criterion B        Criterion C     Criterion D     

Criteria Considerations: a.     b.     c.     d.     e.     f.     g.  

Component of a 
Historic District 

Contributing to a 
district    

Non-contributing 
to a district  

Historic District Name  K. I Sawyer Air Force Base 

Not Eligible         

Area(s) of Significance  

Period(s) of Significance  

Integrity – Does the property possess integrity in all or some of the 7 aspects? 

Location    Design    Materials    Workmanship    Setting    Feeling    Association    

General Integrity: Intact  Altered  Moved  Date(s): 

Historic Name  

Current/Common Name  

Historic/Original Owner  

Historic Building Use  

Current Building Use  

Architect/Engineer/Designer  

Builder/Contractor  

 

Survey Date 7/21/2021 Recorded By Commonwealth Heritage Group Agency Report #  

 

 

For SHPO Use Only SHPO Concurrence?:  Y / N Date: 
Form date: 2/28/2020

 



 

 

Narrative Architectural Description 
 

Provide a detailed description of the property, including all character-defining features and any accessory resources. This 
is required for all properties.  
 

 
Building 426 is north of Second Street, east of the airfield apron, and west of F Avenue. It is surrounded by grass 
and has mature trees growing along the south elevation and near the southeast and northeast corners of the 
building. A parking lot is located east of the building.  
 
The concrete block building has a central main block that is two stories tall and is covered by a front-gable roof. It 
is sandwiched between a one-and-one-half-story block along the east elevation and a one-story block along the 
west elevation. The eastern block is covered by a front-gable roof. The building’s gable peaks are clad in T1-11. 
Two vestibules project away from the east elevation and are covered by flat roofs. Each vestibule includes a 
glazed, steel door with transom. The side walls are comprised of plate glass windows resting on bulkheads. A 
single-story, shed roof extension projects north from the east end of the north elevation. It contains a double, steel 
door on the east elevation and two windows on the north elevation. The north elevation of the main block is nine 
bays wide. Each bay has metal, paired, fixed lights over hopper windows on the second story, except for the fourth 
bay from the west, which is windowless. The two easternmost first story bays have windows matching the second 
story windows. The next bay has a small, concrete block structure with shed roof protruding from the elevation. 
The remainder of the block has six, single, fixed lights over hopper windows. The south elevation of the main block 
has nine bays of double windows on the second story. The first story’s two easternmost bays are windowless and 
are followed by a single pedestrian door. Paired windows are in the second, fourth, fifth, and sixth bay from the 
west end of the building. The west block is covered by a flat roof. The north elevation is windowless and the south 
elevation includes a single door near the main block.  
 
 

 

History of the Resource 
 
Provide information on previous owners, land use(s), and construction and alteration dates in a narrative format. This is 
required for all intensive level surveys, NRPQs, and nominations, and recommended for other identification efforts.   
 
 
This building was built ca. 1960 and originally served as an administration/office building for base security and 
police. 
 

 

Statement of Significance/Recommendation of Eligibility 
 
Provide a detailed explanation of the property’s eligibility for the National Register. Include an evaluation under at least 
one of the four National Register Criteria and one Area of Significance. Include a discussion of the seven aspects of 
integrity, and make a recommendation about eligibility. This is required for all properties.  
 
 
Building 426 is recommended as contributing to the recommended eligible K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base. It was built 
during the base’s period of significance, 1955–1995, and retains most of its historic integrity. It has lost some 
integrity of materials as a result of replacement windows on the façade (north elevation). 
 
 
 
References       

 

List references used to research and evaluate the individual property. For NRPQ’s include copies of key documents. 
 
 
 

 



Michigan SHPO Architectural Properties  
Identification Form 
Property Overview and Location   

Street Address Building 428; 509 Second Street 

City/Township, State, Zip Code Gwinn, MI, 49843 

County Marquette 

Assessor’s Parcel #  

Latitude/Longitude (to the 6th decimal point) Lat: Long:  

Ownership Private    Public-Local    Public-State    Public-Federal    Multiple    

Property Type     (Insert primary photograph below.) 

Building   select sub-type 
below  

Commercial   
Residential   
Industrial   
Other   

Structure     
 

Object      

Architectural Information            

Construction Date Ca. 1960 

Architectural Style Modern Movement 
 

Building Form Irregular 

Roof Form Flat 

Roof Materials Synthetic vapor barrier 

Exterior Wall Materials Concrete block 

Foundation Materials Concrete 

Window Materials  

Window Type Casement 

Outbuildings Yes     No    

Number/Type:  

Eligibility 

Individually 
Eligible 

Criterion A      Criterion B        Criterion C     Criterion D     

Criteria Considerations: a.     b.     c.     d.     e.     f.     g.  

Component of a 
Historic District 

Contributing to a 
district    

Non-contributing 
to a district  

Historic District Name  K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base 

Not Eligible         

Area(s) of Significance  

Period(s) of Significance  

Integrity – Does the property possess integrity in all or some of the 7 aspects? 

Location    Design    Materials    Workmanship    Setting    Feeling    Association    

General Integrity: Intact  Altered  Moved  Date(s): 

Historic Name  

Current/Common Name  

Historic/Original Owner  

Historic Building Use  

Current Building Use  

Architect/Engineer/Designer  

Builder/Contractor  

 

Survey Date 7/21/2021 Recorded By Commonwealth Heritage Group Agency Report #  

 

 

For SHPO Use Only SHPO Concurrence?:  Y / N Date: 
Form date: 2/28/2020

 



 

 

Narrative Architectural Description 
 

Provide a detailed description of the property, including all character-defining features and any accessory resources. This 
is required for all properties.  
 

 
Building 428 is east of F Avenue between Second and Third Streets. It is on a grassy lot with trees planted along 
the west and north elevations. A paved parking lot is southeast of the building.  
 
The painted, concrete block building consists of two main blocks that create an L-shaped footprint. The east block 
is two stories tall and is covered by nearly flat roof with an east-west ridgeline. The south elevation includes 
double, steel entrance doors at the center of the block. The north and east elevations are window- and doorless. 
The west block projects slightly south of the eastern block and is a single story tall. The south elevation is seven 
bays wide with double, steel doors covered by a flat hood in the center bay. The westernmost bay has a single 
door, followed by two paired casement windows. A set of paired casement windows followed by two sets of four 
casement windows are located east of the main door. The west elevation has a single entrance door located at the 
north end of the elevation. The north elevation is windowless.   
 
 

 

History of the Resource 
 
Provide information on previous owners, land use(s), and construction and alteration dates in a narrative format. This is 
required for all intensive level surveys, NRPQs, and nominations, and recommended for other identification efforts.   
 
 
Building 428 was built ca. 1960 and originally served as a shop facility. 
 
 
 
 

 

Statement of Significance/Recommendation of Eligibility 
 
Provide a detailed explanation of the property’s eligibility for the National Register. Include an evaluation under at least 
one of the four National Register Criteria and one Area of Significance. Include a discussion of the seven aspects of 
integrity, and make a recommendation about eligibility. This is required for all properties.  
 
 
Building 428 is recommended as contributing to the recommended eligible K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base. It was built 
during the base’s period of significance, 1955–1995, and retains most of its historic integrity. It has lost some 
integrity of materials from what appear to be replacement windows on the façade (south elevation). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
References       

 

List references used to research and evaluate the individual property. For NRPQ’s include copies of key documents. 
 
 
 

 



Michigan SHPO Architectural Properties  
Identification Form 
Property Overview and Location   

Street Address Building 429; 505 Second Avenue 

City/Township, State, Zip Code Gwinn, MI, 49843 

County Marquette 

Assessor’s Parcel #  

Latitude/Longitude (to the 6th decimal point) Lat: Long:  

Ownership Private    Public-Local    Public-State    Public-Federal    Multiple    

Property Type     (Insert primary photograph below.) 

Building   select sub-type 
below  

Commercial   
Residential   
Industrial   
Other   

Structure     
 

Object      

Architectural Information            

Construction Date Ca. 1960 

Architectural Style Modern Movement 
 

Building Form Irregular 

Roof Form Flat 

Roof Materials  

Exterior Wall Materials Concrete block 

Foundation Materials Concrete 

Window Materials  

Window Type Fixed, hopper 

Outbuildings Yes     No    

Number/Type:  

Eligibility 

Individually 
Eligible 

Criterion A      Criterion B        Criterion C     Criterion D     

Criteria Considerations: a.     b.     c.     d.     e.     f.     g.  

Component of a 
Historic District 

Contributing to a 
district    

Non-contributing 
to a district  

Historic District Name  K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base 

Not Eligible         

Area(s) of Significance  

Period(s) of Significance  

Integrity – Does the property possess integrity in all or some of the 7 aspects? 

Location    Design    Materials    Workmanship    Setting    Feeling    Association    

General Integrity: Intact  Altered  Moved  Date(s): 

Historic Name  

Current/Common Name  

Historic/Original Owner  

Historic Building Use  

Current Building Use  

Architect/Engineer/Designer  

Builder/Contractor  

 

Survey Date 7/21/2021 Recorded By Commonwealth Heritage Group Agency Report #  

 

 

For SHPO Use Only SHPO Concurrence?:  Y / N Date: 
Form date: 2/28/2020

 



 

 

Narrative Architectural Description 
 

Provide a detailed description of the property, including all character-defining features and any accessory resources. This 
is required for all properties.  
 

 
Building 429 is at the center of the block bound by Second and Third Streets to the south and north, and D and F 
Avenues to the east and west. It rests between Building 428 and 430. A parking lot is south of the building and 
paved drives are to the north, east, and west of the building.  
 
The painted concrete block building is rectilinear in plan, with a projecting entrance vestibule at the southwest 
corner of the building. The building is covered by a flat roof. The metal windows consist of a fixed upper sash 
above a hopper window. The north elevation is seven bays wide. The third bay from the west and easternmost bay 
each have a flat overhang sheltering the door below. The easternmost bay has a single door, and the third bay 
from the west has a double door. The east elevation has a central door covered by flat overhang flanked by 
windows. The south elevation is nine bays wide with windows in the eight eastern bays. The western bay includes 
the entrance vestibule and has a single entrance door. The west elevation of the vestibule has no windows, 
whereas the north elevation includes one window. The west elevation of the main block has a single window.  
 
 

 

History of the Resource 
 
Provide information on previous owners, land use(s), and construction and alteration dates in a narrative format. This is 
required for all intensive level surveys, NRPQs, and nominations, and recommended for other identification efforts.   
 
 
This building was built ca. 1960 and originally served as an administration building for the Air Force Auditor 
General.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Statement of Significance/Recommendation of Eligibility 
 
Provide a detailed explanation of the property’s eligibility for the National Register. Include an evaluation under at least 
one of the four National Register Criteria and one Area of Significance. Include a discussion of the seven aspects of 
integrity, and make a recommendation about eligibility. This is required for all properties.  
 
 
Building 429 is recommended as contributing to the recommended eligible K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base. It was built 
during the base’s period of significance, 1955–1995, and retains most of its historic integrity. It has lost some 
integrity of materials from what appear to be replacement windows on the façade (south elevation). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
References       

 

List references used to research and evaluate the individual property. For NRPQ’s include copies of key documents. 
 
 
 

 



Michigan SHPO Architectural Properties  
Identification Form 
Property Overview and Location   

Street Address Building 430; 403 D Avenue 

City/Township, State, Zip Code Gwinn, MI, 49843 

County Marquette 

Assessor’s Parcel #  

Latitude/Longitude (to the 6th decimal point) Lat: Long:  

Ownership Private    Public-Local    Public-State    Public-Federal    Multiple    

Property Type     (Insert primary photograph below.) 

Building   select sub-type 
below  

Commercial   
Residential   
Industrial   
Other   

Structure     
 

Object      

Architectural Information            

Construction Date Ca. 1960 

Architectural Style Modern Movement 
 

Building Form Irregular 

Roof Form Flat 

Roof Materials  

Exterior Wall Materials Concrete block 

Foundation Materials Concrete 

Window Materials Metal 

Window Type Single-hung 

Outbuildings Yes     No    

Number/Type:  

Eligibility 

Individually 
Eligible 

Criterion A      Criterion B        Criterion C     Criterion D     

Criteria Considerations: a.     b.     c.     d.     e.     f.     g.  

Component of a 
Historic District 

Contributing to a 
district    

Non-contributing 
to a district  

Historic District Name  K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base 

Not Eligible         

Area(s) of Significance  

Period(s) of Significance  

Integrity – Does the property possess integrity in all or some of the 7 aspects? 

Location    Design    Materials    Workmanship    Setting    Feeling    Association    

General Integrity: Intact  Altered  Moved  Date(s): 

Historic Name  

Current/Common Name  

Historic/Original Owner  

Historic Building Use  

Current Building Use  

Architect/Engineer/Designer  

Builder/Contractor  

 

Survey Date 7/21/2021 Recorded By Commonwealth Heritage Group Agency Report #  

 

 

For SHPO Use Only SHPO Concurrence?:  Y / N Date: 
Form date: 2/28/2020

 



 

 

Narrative Architectural Description 
 

Provide a detailed description of the property, including all character-defining features and any accessory resources. This 
is required for all properties.  
 

 
Building 430 is at the northwest corner of Second Street and D Avenue. The building is surrounded by grass, 
paved drives, and paths. Parking lots are north, south, and west of the building. Rows of trees line the north and 
east. 
 
The painted, concrete block building has an irregular footprint. The structure can be simplified into three rectilinear 
blocks; the north, central, and south blocks. The building is a single story tall with a two-story unit projecting from 
the center block along the north elevation. The south block is covered by a flat roof. The south elevation includes a 
steel door and single-light windows with upper metal spandrels at each end of the elevation. The east elevation 
has three sets of the same windows and a double, steel door covered by flat hood. The west elevation has five 
sets of the paired windows.  
 
The south block abuts the central block which projects past the west elevation. The south elevation of the central 
block contains a double, steel door flanked by a window on each side. The west elevation has two sets of paired 
windows. The north elevation has a double steel door covered by a flat hood and abuts the north block. Near the 
juncture, a two-story gable roof structure rises above the flat roof of the north and central blocks. The north block is 
windowless along the north elevation and has two windows and a single steel door on the west elevation and two 
windows and a double steel door with flat hood on the east elevation. The central block has several near-square 
windows along the east elevation.  
 

 

History of the Resource 
 
Provide information on previous owners, land use(s), and construction and alteration dates in a narrative format. This is 
required for all intensive level surveys, NRPQs, and nominations, and recommended for other identification efforts.   
 
 
Building 430 was built ca. 1960 and originally served as a shop facility. 
 
 
 

 

Statement of Significance/Recommendation of Eligibility 
 
Provide a detailed explanation of the property’s eligibility for the National Register. Include an evaluation under at least 
one of the four National Register Criteria and one Area of Significance. Include a discussion of the seven aspects of 
integrity, and make a recommendation about eligibility. This is required for all properties.  
 
 
Building 430 is recommended as contributing to the recommended eligible K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base. It was built 
during the base’s period of significance, 1955–1995, and appears to retain all of its historic integrity.  
 
 
 
 
References       

 

List references used to research and evaluate the individual property. For NRPQ’s include copies of key documents. 
 
 
 

 



Michigan SHPO Architectural Properties  
Identification Form 
Property Overview and Location   

Street Address Building 600; 603 Third Street 

City/Township, State, Zip Code Gwinn, MI, 49843 

County Marquette 

Assessor’s Parcel #  

Latitude/Longitude (to the 6th decimal point) Lat: Long:  

Ownership Private    Public-Local    Public-State    Public-Federal    Multiple    

Property Type     (Insert primary photograph below.) 

Building   select sub-type 
below  

Commercial   
Residential   
Industrial   
Other   

Structure     
 

Object      

Architectural Information            

Construction Date 1956 

Architectural Style  
 

Building Form Irregular 

Roof Form Flat 

Roof Materials  

Exterior Wall Materials Concrete block 

Foundation Materials Concrete 

Window Materials  

Window Type Single-hung, fixed 

Outbuildings Yes     No    

Number/Type:  

Eligibility 

Individually 
Eligible 

Criterion A      Criterion B        Criterion C     Criterion D     

Criteria Considerations: a.     b.     c.     d.     e.     f.     g.  

Component of a 
Historic District 

Contributing to a 
district    

Non-contributing 
to a district  

Historic District Name  K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base 

Not Eligible         

Area(s) of Significance  

Period(s) of Significance  

Integrity – Does the property possess integrity in all or some of the 7 aspects? 

Location    Design    Materials    Workmanship    Setting    Feeling    Association    

General Integrity: Intact  Altered  Moved  Date(s): 

Historic Name  

Current/Common Name  

Historic/Original Owner  

Historic Building Use  

Current Building Use  

Architect/Engineer/Designer  

Builder/Contractor  

 

Survey Date 7/21/2021 Recorded By Commonwealth Heritage Group Agency Report #  

 

 

For SHPO Use Only SHPO Concurrence?:  Y / N Date: 
Form date: 2/28/2020

 



 

 

Narrative Architectural Description 
 

Provide a detailed description of the property, including all character-defining features and any accessory resources. This 
is required for all properties.  
 

 
Building 600 is north of Third Street, east of F Avenue, and west of the airport apron. It is surrounded by pavement 
along the east elevation and the southeast corner of the building. Grass islands are at the southwest corner of the 
building, east of the east drive, and a grass strip lines the north elevation. The building has access to the airfield 
along the north and west elevations.  
 
The painted, concrete block building is irregularly shaped and features one- and two-story blocks. The southeast 
block is two stories tall. It is covered by a near flat roof with an east-west ridgeline. The block’s east elevation 
features two, narrow, tripartite, awning windows near the roofline. Two single, steel doors with glazing are located 
at each ends of the elevation. A channel letter sign located at the south end of the elevation under the window 
reads, “Fire Station.” The south elevation of the block features three nearly roof to ground overhead doors. West of 
this block is a single-story block that includes a single entrance door at the center of the south elevation and a 
tripartite window at the west end. Rising from this block near the west elevation of the building is a two-story 
structure. It is windowless along the east elevation and has narrow windows along the roofline on the north 
elevation. North of the southeast block is a single-story block. It has two paired, one-over-one light windows and a 
single entrance door along the east elevation. North and west of this block is a second, two-story block. It features 
two nearly roof to ground overhead doors, and a single pedestrian door along the east elevation. The north 
elevation of this block features four narrow, horizontal windows along the roofline.  
 
 

 

History of the Resource 
 
Provide information on previous owners, land use(s), and construction and alteration dates in a narrative format. This is 
required for all intensive level surveys, NRPQs, and nominations, and recommended for other identification efforts.   
 
 
This building was constructed in 1956 and originally served as a fire station. 
 
 
 
 

 

Statement of Significance/Recommendation of Eligibility 
 
Provide a detailed explanation of the property’s eligibility for the National Register. Include an evaluation under at least 
one of the four National Register Criteria and one Area of Significance. Include a discussion of the seven aspects of 
integrity, and make a recommendation about eligibility. This is required for all properties.  
 
 
Building 600 is recommended as contributing to the recommended eligible K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base. It was built 
early in the base’s period of significance, 1955–1995, and retains most of its historic integrity. It has lost some 
integrity of materials as a result of replacement windows on the south elevation, and possibly the other elevations 
as well. 
 
 
 
References       

 

List references used to research and evaluate the individual property. For NRPQ’s include copies of key documents. 
 
 
 

 



Michigan SHPO Architectural Properties  
Identification Form 
Property Overview and Location   

Street Address Building 601; 551 Third Street 

City/Township, State, Zip Code Gwinn, MI, 49843 

County Marquette 

Assessor’s Parcel #  

Latitude/Longitude (to the 6th decimal point) Lat: Long:  

Ownership Private    Public-Local    Public-State    Public-Federal    Multiple    

Property Type     (Insert primary photograph below.) 

Building   select sub-type 
below  

Commercial   
Residential   
Industrial   
Other   

Structure     
 

Object      

Architectural Information            

Construction Date 1993 

Architectural Style  
 

Building Form Rectilinear 

Roof Form Flat 

Roof Materials  

Exterior Wall Materials Concrete block 

Foundation Materials Concrete 

Window Materials Vinyl 

Window Type Casement 

Outbuildings Yes     No    

Number/Type:  

Eligibility 

Individually 
Eligible 

Criterion A      Criterion B        Criterion C     Criterion D     

Criteria Considerations: a.     b.     c.     d.     e.     f.     g.  

Component of a 
Historic District 

Contributing to a 
district    

Non-contributing 
to a district  

Historic District Name  K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base 

Not Eligible         

Area(s) of Significance  

Period(s) of Significance  

Integrity – Does the property possess integrity in all or some of the 7 aspects? 

Location    Design    Materials    Workmanship    Setting    Feeling    Association    

General Integrity: Intact  Altered  Moved  Date(s): 

Historic Name  

Current/Common Name  

Historic/Original Owner  

Historic Building Use  

Current Building Use  

Architect/Engineer/Designer  

Builder/Contractor  

 

Survey Date 7/21/2021 Recorded By Commonwealth Heritage Group Agency Report #  

 

 

For SHPO Use Only SHPO Concurrence?:  Y / N Date: 
Form date: 2/28/2020

 



 

 

Narrative Architectural Description 
 

Provide a detailed description of the property, including all character-defining features and any accessory resources. This 
is required for all properties.  
 

 
Building 601 is at the northwest corner of Third Street and F Avenue. It rests on a grassy lot with paved parking 
along the west elevation. Sidewalks are present north and south of the building. Unkempt shrubs are sporadically 
planted along the foundation.  
 
The painted, concrete block building has a rectilinear plan. It is covered by a flat roof with moderate eaves. The 
north elevation features a single steel door with glazing just east of center. It is covered by a flat hood supported 
by square posts. A paired casement window with spandrel transom is located near the east corner of the building. 
The east elevation is four bays wide. It has three bays of four casement windows with spandrel transoms. The 
second bay from the north elevation includes a pair of steel doors. The south elevation has an off-center steel 
door. The west elevation is windowless. The southwest corner of the building is truncated, and a single door is 
located on the west elevation.  
 
 

 

History of the Resource 
 
Provide information on previous owners, land use(s), and construction and alteration dates in a narrative format. This is 
required for all intensive level surveys, NRPQs, and nominations, and recommended for other identification efforts.   
 
 
This building was constructed in 1993 and served as an administration building. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Statement of Significance/Recommendation of Eligibility 
 
Provide a detailed explanation of the property’s eligibility for the National Register. Include an evaluation under at least 
one of the four National Register Criteria and one Area of Significance. Include a discussion of the seven aspects of 
integrity, and make a recommendation about eligibility. This is required for all properties.  
 
 
Building 601 is recommended as contributing to the recommended eligible K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base. It was built 
during the base’s period of significance, 1955–1995, and appears to retain all of its historic integrity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
References       

 

List references used to research and evaluate the individual property. For NRPQ’s include copies of key documents. 
 
 
 

 



Michigan SHPO Architectural Properties  
Identification Form 
Property Overview and Location   

Street Address Building 610; NVA, 500 block of Eighth Street 

City/Township, State, Zip Code Gwinn, MI, 49843 

County Marquette 

Assessor’s Parcel #  

Latitude/Longitude (to the 6th decimal point) Lat: Long:  

Ownership Private    Public-Local    Public-State    Public-Federal    Multiple    

Property Type     (Insert primary photograph below.) 

Building   select sub-type 
below  

Commercial   
Residential   
Industrial   
Other   

Structure     
 

Object      

Architectural Information            

Construction Date Ca. 1960 

Architectural Style  
 

Building Form Rectilinear 

Roof Form Gabled 

Roof Materials Standing seam metal 

Exterior Wall Materials Standing seam metal 

Foundation Materials  

Window Materials Vinyl 

Window Type Sliding 

Outbuildings Yes     No    

Number/Type:  

Eligibility 

Individually 
Eligible 

Criterion A      Criterion B        Criterion C     Criterion D     

Criteria Considerations: a.     b.     c.     d.     e.     f.     g.  

Component of a 
Historic District 

Contributing to a 
district    

Non-contributing 
to a district  

Historic District Name  K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base 

Not Eligible         

Area(s) of Significance  

Period(s) of Significance  

Integrity – Does the property possess integrity in all or some of the 7 aspects? 

Location    Design    Materials    Workmanship    Setting    Feeling    Association    

General Integrity: Intact  Altered  Moved  Date(s): 

Historic Name  

Current/Common Name  

Historic/Original Owner  

Historic Building Use  

Current Building Use  

Architect/Engineer/Designer  

Builder/Contractor  

 

Survey Date 7/21/2021 Recorded By Commonwealth Heritage Group Agency Report #  

 

 

For SHPO Use Only SHPO Concurrence?:  Y / N Date: 
Form date: 2/28/2020

 



 

 

Narrative Architectural Description 
 

Provide a detailed description of the property, including all character-defining features and any accessory resources. This 
is required for all properties.  
 

 
Building 610 is west of F Avenue in the middle of the block between Third and Fourth Streets. It is surrounded by a 
paved parking lot. A small strip of grass lines the west elevation. Two trees are growing at the south end of the 
west elevation.  
 
The building has a rectilinear footprint. It is clad in standing seam metal with three parallel gable roofs clad in the 
same material. Each gable section along the south elevation features a centered overhead door and single, steel 
pedestrian door with glazing. The center unit also has three one-over-one windows. The west elevation has a 
gabled vestibule with single door projecting from the center of the building. A small, sliding window is north of the 
vestibule. The north elevation repeatss the south elevation’s overhead and pedestrian door pattern and does not 
include windows.   
 
 

 

History of the Resource 
 
Provide information on previous owners, land use(s), and construction and alteration dates in a narrative format. This is 
required for all intensive level surveys, NRPQs, and nominations, and recommended for other identification efforts.   
 
 
Building 610 was constructed ca. 1960. Its original function is unknown. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Statement of Significance/Recommendation of Eligibility 
 
Provide a detailed explanation of the property’s eligibility for the National Register. Include an evaluation under at least 
one of the four National Register Criteria and one Area of Significance. Include a discussion of the seven aspects of 
integrity, and make a recommendation about eligibility. This is required for all properties.  
 
 
Building 610 is recommended as contributing to the recommended eligible K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base. It was built 
during the base’s period of significance, 1955–1995, and retains most of its historic integrity. It has lost some 
integrity of materials as a result of replacement vinyl windows. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
References       

 

List references used to research and evaluate the individual property. For NRPQ’s include copies of key documents. 
 
 
 

 



Michigan SHPO Architectural Properties  
Identification Form 
Property Overview and Location   

Street Address Building 725; 520 Eighth Street 

City/Township, State, Zip Code Gwinn, MI, 49843 

County Marquette 

Assessor’s Parcel #  

Latitude/Longitude (to the 6th decimal point) Lat: Long:  

Ownership Private    Public-Local    Public-State    Public-Federal    Multiple    

Property Type     (Insert primary photograph below.) 

Building   select sub-type 
below  

Commercial   
Residential   
Industrial   
Other   

Structure     
 

Object      

Architectural Information            

Construction Date Ca. 1955 

Architectural Style  
 

Building Form Irregular 

Roof Form Flat 

Roof Materials  

Exterior Wall Materials Concrete block 

Foundation Materials Concrete slab 

Window Materials  

Window Type Fixed 

Outbuildings Yes     No    

Number/Type:  

Eligibility 

Individually 
Eligible 

Criterion A      Criterion B        Criterion C     Criterion D     

Criteria Considerations: a.     b.     c.     d.     e.     f.     g.  

Component of a 
Historic District 

Contributing to a 
district    

Non-contributing 
to a district  

Historic District Name  K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base 

Not Eligible         

Area(s) of Significance  

Period(s) of Significance  

Integrity – Does the property possess integrity in all or some of the 7 aspects? 

Location    Design    Materials    Workmanship    Setting    Feeling    Association    

General Integrity: Intact  Altered  Moved  Date(s): 

Historic Name  

Current/Common Name  

Historic/Original Owner  

Historic Building Use  

Current Building Use  

Architect/Engineer/Designer  

Builder/Contractor  

 

Survey Date 7/21/2021 Recorded By Commonwealth Heritage Group Agency Report #  

 

 

For SHPO Use Only SHPO Concurrence?:  Y / N Date: 
Form date: 2/28/2020

 



 

 

Narrative Architectural Description 
 

Provide a detailed description of the property, including all character-defining features and any accessory resources. This 
is required for all properties.  
 

 
Building 725 is south of Eighth Street between E and G Avenues. It rests on a paved lot with several small grass 
islands.  
 
The painted, concrete block building has an irregular footprint. The south elevation is a half-story taller than the 
rest of the building. It has three evenly spaced vents along the roofline and an overhead door, and two single and 
one double steel pedestrian doors. Two near-cube-shape structures with double doors and a steel structure are 
near the east end of the elevation. The east elevation of the one-and-one-half-story structure has an overhead 
door, a single pedestrian door, and a vent. The elevation steps down to single-story height and has a series of 
overhead, double, and single doors and vents. At the north end of the elevation, several small flat and shed roof 
additions abut the building. The north elevation has two ells projecting north from the elevation at the east end of 
the building. These ells are window- and doorless. The recessed wall between the ells contains an overhead and 
pedestrian door. West of the ells a tall, square, concrete block structure extends above the roof. Two overhead 
doors and a single and double steel door complete the fenestration on the north elevation. The west elevation has 
evidence of several blocked-in overhead door openings at the north end of the building. Further south are two 
single pedestrian doors, a double door, and an overhead door. The building steps back in the west elevation to 
reveal three overhead doors and a single pedestrian door along the south elevation. 
 

 

History of the Resource 
 
Provide information on previous owners, land use(s), and construction and alteration dates in a narrative format. This is 
required for all intensive level surveys, NRPQs, and nominations, and recommended for other identification efforts.   
 
 
This building was constructed ca. 1955. It originally served as administration and shop facilities, including a 
machine shop, welding shop, parachute shop, barber, gun room, and training and conference rooms. 
 
 
 
 

 

Statement of Significance/Recommendation of Eligibility 
 
Provide a detailed explanation of the property’s eligibility for the National Register. Include an evaluation under at least 
one of the four National Register Criteria and one Area of Significance. Include a discussion of the seven aspects of 
integrity, and make a recommendation about eligibility. This is required for all properties.  
 
 
Building 725 is recommended as contributing to the recommended eligible K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base. It was built 
early in the base’s period of significance, 1955–1995, and is possibly one of the first buildings to be constructed at 
the base. It appears to retain most of its historic integrity. 
 
 
 
 
References       

 

List references used to research and evaluate the individual property. For NRPQ’s include copies of key documents. 
 
 
 

 



Michigan SHPO Architectural Properties  
Identification Form 
Property Overview and Location   

Street Address Building 726; 249 D Avenue 

City/Township, State, Zip Code Gwinn, MI, 49843 

County Marquette 

Assessor’s Parcel #  

Latitude/Longitude (to the 6th decimal point) Lat: Long:  

Ownership Private    Public-Local    Public-State    Public-Federal    Multiple    

Property Type     (Insert primary photograph below.) 

Building   select sub-type 
below  

Commercial   
Residential   
Industrial   
Other   

Structure     
 

Object      

Architectural Information            

Construction Date Ca. 1955 

Architectural Style  
 

Building Form Irregular 

Roof Form Flat 

Roof Materials  

Exterior Wall Materials Concrete block 

Foundation Materials Concrete 

Window Materials  

Window Type  

Outbuildings Yes     No    

Number/Type:  

Eligibility 

Individually 
Eligible 

Criterion A      Criterion B        Criterion C     Criterion D     

Criteria Considerations: a.     b.     c.     d.     e.     f.     g.  

Component of a 
Historic District 

Contributing to a 
district    

Non-contributing 
to a district  

Historic District Name  K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base 

Not Eligible         

Area(s) of Significance  

Period(s) of Significance  

Integrity – Does the property possess integrity in all or some of the 7 aspects? 

Location    Design    Materials    Workmanship    Setting    Feeling    Association    

General Integrity: Intact  Altered  Moved  Date(s): 

Historic Name  

Current/Common Name  

Historic/Original Owner  

Historic Building Use  

Current Building Use  

Architect/Engineer/Designer  

Builder/Contractor  

 

Survey Date 7/21/2021 Recorded By Commonwealth Heritage Group Agency Report #  

 

 

For SHPO Use Only SHPO Concurrence?:  Y / N Date: 
Form date: 2/28/2020

 
 



 

 

Narrative Architectural Description 
 

Provide a detailed description of the property, including all character-defining features and any accessory resources. This 
is required for all properties.  
 

 
Building 726 fills the entire block between Eighth and Ninth Streets and E and G Avenues. The building is 
surrounded by grass bound by sidewalks. Sporadic trees and shrubs dot the property.  
 
The painted, concrete block building has a rectilinear plan with two additions to the north elevation. The building is 
covered by a flat roof. The north elevation of the main block is windowless and has a single steel door located 
between the two additions and a double steel door at the west end of the elevation. The eastern addition is 
covered by a flat roof. A smaller, rectilinear addition abuts the north elevation of the addition. This addition is 
shorter than the main addition and is covered by a flat roof. It has entrance doors on both the north and east 
elevations. The west addition is covered by a gable roof. The gable extends east creating a covered walk to a 
double, glass door. The west elevation of the addition has a single steel door near the north end. Two single steel 
doors are located along the main block’s west elevation. The south elevation has two concrete block structures 
abutting the building near the center of the elevation. The western structure has a door along the east elevation 
and the narrower eastern structures has three vent grates along the top of the structure. A double glass door and 
two, double vents are west of the center of the building. A ladder to the roof and three steel doors are along the 
east half of the elevation. The east elevation has a double glass door near south of the center of the building. It is 
covered by a steeply pitched, metal, standing seam hood.  
 
 

 

History of the Resource 
 
Provide information on previous owners, land use(s), and construction and alteration dates in a narrative format. This is 
required for all intensive level surveys, NRPQs, and nominations, and recommended for other identification efforts.   
 
 
This building was constructed ca. 1955. It originally served as an administration building. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Statement of Significance/Recommendation of Eligibility 
 
Provide a detailed explanation of the property’s eligibility for the National Register. Include an evaluation under at least 
one of the four National Register Criteria and one Area of Significance. Include a discussion of the seven aspects of 
integrity, and make a recommendation about eligibility. This is required for all properties.  
 
 
Building 726 is recommended as contributing to the recommended eligible K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base. It was built 
early in the base’s period of significance, 1955–1995, and is possibly one of the first buildings to be constructed at 
the base. It appears to retain all of its historic integrity. 
 
 
 
References       

 

List references used to research and evaluate the individual property. For NRPQ’s include copies of key documents. 
 
 
 

 



Michigan SHPO Architectural Properties  
Identification Form 
Property Overview and Location   

Street Address Building 731; 232 G Avenue 

City/Township, State, Zip Code Gwinn, MI, 49843 

County Marquette 

Assessor’s Parcel #  

Latitude/Longitude (to the 6th decimal point) Lat: Long:  

Ownership Private    Public-Local    Public-State    Public-Federal    Multiple    

Property Type     (Insert primary photograph below.) 

Building   select sub-type 
below  

Commercial   
Residential   
Industrial   
Other   

Structure     
 

Object      

Architectural Information            

Construction Date 1986 

Architectural Style  
 

Building Form Rectilinear 

Roof Form Gable 

Roof Materials Asphalt shingles 

Exterior Wall Materials T1-11 siding 

Foundation Materials Concrete 

Window Materials Vinyl 

Window Type Casement, sliding 

Outbuildings Yes     No    

Number/Type:  

Eligibility 

Individually 
Eligible 

Criterion A      Criterion B        Criterion C     Criterion D     

Criteria Considerations: a.     b.     c.     d.     e.     f.     g.  

Component of a 
Historic District 

Contributing to a 
district    

Non-contributing 
to a district  

Historic District Name  K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base 

Not Eligible         

Area(s) of Significance  

Period(s) of Significance  

Integrity – Does the property possess integrity in all or some of the 7 aspects? 

Location    Design    Materials    Workmanship    Setting    Feeling    Association    

General Integrity: Intact  Altered  Moved  Date(s): 

Historic Name  

Current/Common Name  

Historic/Original Owner  

Historic Building Use  

Current Building Use  

Architect/Engineer/Designer  

Builder/Contractor  

 

Survey Date 7/21/2021 Recorded By Commonwealth Heritage Group Agency Report #  

 

 

For SHPO Use Only SHPO Concurrence?:  Y / N Date: 
Form date: 2/28/2020

 



 

 

Narrative Architectural Description 
 

Provide a detailed description of the property, including all character-defining features and any accessory resources. This 
is required for all properties.  
 

 
Building 731 is south of Tenth Street and east of G Avenue. It rests on a grassy lot surrounded by sidewalks. 
 
The single-story building has a rectilinear footprint. It is clad in T1-11 siding and is covered by an asphalt shingled, 
side-gable roof. Small cross-gables are along the east and west slopes at the center of the building. The west 
gablet shelters two steel doors along the west elevation. A third steel door is south of the center of the building. 
The south elevation has a centrally placed vinyl sliding window. It is flanked by a tripartite casement window to the 
west and a paired casement window to the east. The north elevation has a vinyl sliding window and a casement 
window. The east elevation features a double-door vestibule under the gablet at the center of the building. Two 
paired casement windows flank the central bay.  
 
 

 

History of the Resource 
 
Provide information on previous owners, land use(s), and construction and alteration dates in a narrative format. This is 
required for all intensive level surveys, NRPQs, and nominations, and recommended for other identification efforts.   
 
 
Building 731 was constructed in 1986. It served as an administration building.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Statement of Significance/Recommendation of Eligibility 
 
Provide a detailed explanation of the property’s eligibility for the National Register. Include an evaluation under at least 
one of the four National Register Criteria and one Area of Significance. Include a discussion of the seven aspects of 
integrity, and make a recommendation about eligibility. This is required for all properties.  
 
 
Building 731 is recommended as contributing to the recommended eligible K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base. It was built 
during the base’s period of significance, 1955–1995, and retains historic integrity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
References       

 

List references used to research and evaluate the individual property. For NRPQ’s include copies of key documents. 
 
 
 

 



Michigan SHPO Architectural Properties  
Identification Form 
Property Overview and Location   

Street Address Building 732; 541 Ninth Street 

City/Township, State, Zip Code Gwinn, MI, 49843 

County Marquette 

Assessor’s Parcel #  

Latitude/Longitude (to the 6th decimal point) Lat: Long:  

Ownership Private    Public-Local    Public-State    Public-Federal    Multiple    

Property Type     (Insert primary photograph below.) 

Building   select sub-type 
below  

Commercial   
Residential   
Industrial   
Other   

Structure     
 

Object      

Architectural Information            

Construction Date 1991 

Architectural Style  
 

Building Form Rectilinear 

Roof Form Side gable 

Roof Materials Asphalt shingles 

Exterior Wall Materials T1-11 siding 

Foundation Materials Concrete 

Window Materials Vinyl 

Window Type Casement, sliding 

Outbuildings Yes     No    

Number/Type:  

Eligibility 

Individually 
Eligible 

Criterion A      Criterion B        Criterion C     Criterion D     

Criteria Considerations: a.     b.     c.     d.     e.     f.     g.  

Component of a 
Historic District 

Contributing to a 
district    

Non-contributing 
to a district  

Historic District Name  K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base 

Not Eligible         

Area(s) of Significance  

Period(s) of Significance  

Integrity – Does the property possess integrity in all or some of the 7 aspects? 

Location    Design    Materials    Workmanship    Setting    Feeling    Association    

General Integrity: Intact  Altered  Moved  Date(s): 

Historic Name  

Current/Common Name  

Historic/Original Owner  

Historic Building Use  

Current Building Use  

Architect/Engineer/Designer  

Builder/Contractor  

 

Survey Date 7/21/2021 Recorded By Commonwealth Heritage Group Agency Report #  

 

 

For SHPO Use Only SHPO Concurrence?:  Y / N Date: 
Form date: 2/28/2020

 



 

 

Narrative Architectural Description 
 

Provide a detailed description of the property, including all character-defining features and any accessory resources. This 
is required for all properties.  
 

 
Building 732 is south of Tenth Street and Building 731 and east of G Avenue. The building is surrounded by grass. 
Sidewalks lead to adjacent building 731 and the paved parking lot south of the building.  
 
The single-story building has a rectilinear plan and is clad in T1-11 siding. The building is covered by an asphalt 
shingled, side-gable roof with moderate eaves. The eaves are interrupted by two gablets near the center of the 
south elevation and a projecting vestibule with cross gable roof on the north elevation. The south elevation has 
three doors near the center of the building flanked by two sliding windows at the east and west ends of the 
building. The north elevation vestibule has double doors and is flanked by two vinyl sliding windows. The east and 
west elevations have two vinyl sliding windows.     
 
 

 

History of the Resource 
 
Provide information on previous owners, land use(s), and construction and alteration dates in a narrative format. This is 
required for all intensive level surveys, NRPQs, and nominations, and recommended for other identification efforts.   
 
 
Building 732 was built in 1991 and served as an administration building. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Statement of Significance/Recommendation of Eligibility 
 
Provide a detailed explanation of the property’s eligibility for the National Register. Include an evaluation under at least 
one of the four National Register Criteria and one Area of Significance. Include a discussion of the seven aspects of 
integrity, and make a recommendation about eligibility. This is required for all properties.  
 
 
Building 732 is recommended as contributing to the recommended eligible K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base. It was built 
during the base’s period of significance, 1955–1995, and retains historic integrity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
References       

 

List references used to research and evaluate the individual property. For NRPQ’s include copies of key documents. 
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P23672

Shakespeare, Andrew J., Jr., House

Andrew J. Shakespeare Jr. House

Eligible for 
Listing in the 
National 
Register of 
Historic Places

The Andrew J. Shakespeare House is a two-and-one-half-
story, asymmetrically-shaped, cross-gabled, clapboard building 
with an attached first-story open porch and resting on a 
raised, stone foundation.  The hipped-roof open portico is 
supported by spindlework porch supports and lace-like 
brackets.  Raised pediments surmount the one-over-one light 
windows.  Triangular gabled pediments with boxed eaves 
highlight upper elevation facades.  The building is topped by a 
square brick chimney and asphalt shingled roofing.

The Andrew J. Shakespeare House has historical significance 
as the home of a successful Kalamazoo businessman and 
commercial fruit grower.  Andrew J. Shakespeare, Jr. (1868-
1945), a Kalamazoo native, was the elder son of William 
Shakespeare (1844-1907) who, among other achievements, 
was a founder of the Central Bank of Kalamazoo with which 
Andrew J. Shakespeare was also associated.  Andrew 
Shakespeare Jr. held a variety of increasingly important 
positions in the commercial life of Kalamazoo: superintendent 
of the Kalamazoo Pulley Company; a trimmer at the 
Kalamazoo Wagon Company; secretary of the Kalamazoo 
Building and Loan; and a money order clerk and bookkeeper 
at the Kalamazoo Post Office.  On March 7, 1901, 
Shakespeare purchased twenty-two and one-half acres of land 
in Section thirty-five, Kalamazoo Township, in the rapidly 
growing southeastern section of the city.  He constructed the 
present residence in 1902 for his wife Grace and their two 
daughters.  Shakespeare then embarked upon a twenty-year 
career as an orchard owner, a fruit grower, and horticulturist.  
In 1925 Shakespeare subdivided his property, creating ninety-
five lots known today as Milwood Park.

P27512

K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base

Not specified

Not Eligible for 
Listing in the 
National 
Register of 
Historic Places
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Section 106 Case Study: Sawyer International Airport 1 

1. Introduction 

The Marquette County Airport/Sawyer International Airport (Airport) is proposing a project to demolish 14 

buildings that have been determined to be in poor condition and do not meet the strategic planning goals of 

the airport (Project). As part of Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) responsibilities to comply with Section 

106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (Section 106), Project activities were 

analyzed for potential impacts to historic properties. The Section 106 report was submitted to the Michigan 

State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) on December 22, 2022. In a letter dated January 5, 2023, SHPO 

concurred with the Section 106 report findings that the Project would result in an adverse effect to one 

historic property: the K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base Historic District. This Section 106 Case Study document 

outlines the identified adverse effect to the K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base property and provides a history of 

consultation with SHPO, the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP), and Project stakeholders to 

participate in development of alternatives to avoid adverse effects and identify mitigation measures to 

include in a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) if an adverse effect cannot be avoided. 

 

2. Summary of Project Activities 

Proposed Project activities involve the demolition of 14 buildings at the current Marquette County Airport 

that together define the Project Area. The buildings were formerly part of the K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base 

but have been converted to use by the Airport. All buildings are currently vacant and in poor condition 

requiring demolition. 

 

The Airport operates under license of the FAA. The FAA is responsible for complying with the policies and 

procedures of Section 106, the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, and other related 

environmental laws, regulations, and orders applicable to FAA actions. This requires the FAA to identify 

potential alternatives that are available to achieve the purpose and need for a given project and present 

the basis used to make an informed decision regarding the selection of a preferred alternative. 

 

The proposed action is needed because the buildings do not meet the Airport’s long-term economic 

development goals. In their place, the Airport seeks to attract private development consisting of new 

businesses, facilities, and green spaces that would generate Airport revenue, on- and off-airport jobs, 

regional economic activity, and further investment at the Airport. Prospective tenants are currently waiting 

for the Airport to remove the subject buildings and prepare the sites for redevelopment. 

 

Proposed project activities consist of demolishing the buildings, backfilling the foundations, and grading 

the footprint of each building. The buildings proposed for demolition are: 

 

• Building 403 

• Building 404 

• Building 414 

• Building 426 

• Building 428 

• Building 429 

• Building 430 

• Building 600 

• Building 601 

• Building 610 

• Building 725 

• Building 726 

• Building 731 

• Building 732  

 



 

Section 106 Case Study: Sawyer International Airport 2 

The Area of Potential Effect (APE) for the Project comprises the entirety of the former K.I. Sawyer Air 

Force Base in order to account for any effects on this overall complex, of which buildings proposed for 

demolition are historically associated and supported the operation of the historic property during its period 

of significance. The APE, as defined by the historic extent of the former K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base, 

covers approximately 5,759 acres. 

 

3. Description of Historic Property 

The former K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base (current Marquette County Airport/Sawyer International Airport) 

was recommended as eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (National Register) under 

Criterion A in the areas of Military and Politics/Government. The base is significant under Criterion A 

under Military for its associations with Cold War-era military efforts and the expansion of the United States 

Air Force into northern Michigan. Although the airfield was extant before government purchase, the build-

up of the properties around it was in accordance with the standard layout for Strategic Air Command 

(SAC) bases with some modifications. The location was prime for detecting incoming attacks and for 

housing fighter-interceptor squadrons to counter Soviet threats along the northern border of the United 

States. The base is also significant under Criterion A in the area of Politics/Government for its 

associations with changing political policies during the Cold War that increasingly focused on air defense 

and detection. During the military’s use the base was designed as a fighter-inceptor base and evolved 

into a bomber and tanker base. 

 

K.I. Sawyer County Airport was established in 1949 as Marquette County’s municipal airport. It was 

named after Kenneth Ingalls Sawyer, a former County Highway Department employee. Between 1951–

1954 the Air Defense Command (ADC) surveyed multiple municipal airports and Air Force locations for 

placement or relocation of fighter-interceptor squadrons to counter Soviet threats and to detect incoming 

attacks. In June 1954 the ADC presented arguments for “perimeter defense of the United States” along 

the northern border, and Sawyer Airport was chosen as one of six brand new Air Force installations to 

support this objective. The other bases included Glasgow, Montana; Minot and Grand Forks, North 

Dakota; Klamath Falls, Oregon; and Kinross, Michigan. In 1955 the United States government signed a 

99-year lease to establish the K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base with the agreement of joint military and public 

use. Total control of the site was transferred to the Air Force in 1956 and non-military operations ended in 

1957. 

 

During the Cold War between the United States, the Soviet Union, and their allies, the United States 

Army had two Cold War objectives: to deter and defeat communist growth without using strategic nuclear 

warfare, and to support the defense of the United States through antiaircraft missiles and antiballistic 

missiles. Cold War fears pressured the United States to be prepared to enter combat on short notice. 

There was a renewed emphasis on the nation’s air defense, and the Army worked to maintain an active 

force that was prepared to quickly deploy to combat zones. 

 

The base was constructed for the express purpose of defending the United States from communist 

threats and retains many of its original features. The K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base retains integrity of 

location, setting, design, feeling, and association as it relates to the period of significance. Many 

components of the base are extant and continue to be used for similar purposes by private owners and 



 

Section 106 Case Study: Sawyer International Airport 3 

tenants, while others have been repurposed. The integrity of materials and workmanship have been 

diminished due to replacement materials and alterations. 

 

The K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base is recommended eligible for the National Register as a historic district 

that encompasses the historic boundaries of the base. SHPO concurred with this recommendation on 

January 5, 2023, but noted a full survey will need to be conducted to determine all contributing and 

noncontributing resources. The period of significance of the K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base Historic District is 

1955-1995, the entire period the property was operated by the United States Air Force. 

 

4. Impacts to Historic Property 

An analysis of the project activities under the Criteria of Adverse Effects (36 CFR 800.5) identified that the 

proposed demolition of historic-age buildings within the K.I. Sawyer Airforce Base would alter and 

negatively impact the integrity of the historic district. The applicable example of adverse effect is Example 

(i): Physical destruction of or damage to all or part of the property and Example (iv): Change of the 

character of the property’s use or physical features within the property’s setting that contribute to its 

historic significance. 

 

The removal of multiple contributing buildings from the property’s period of significance will lead to 

physical destruction to some of the property and change physical features within the property’s setting 

that contribute to its historic significance, resulting in an Adverse Effect to the historic property. 

 

On January 5, 2023, SHPO concurred with the FAA’s findings that the proposed project activities would 

result in an Adverse Effect to the K.I Sawyer Airforce Base (see Appendices A and B). 

 

5. Consultation 

In addition to public involvement efforts, the ACHP, Native American Tribes, and six potentially interested 

parties were notified of the Adverse Effect and invited to consult on mitigation. The FAA submitted a letter 

to the ACHP on January 19, 2023. In a letter dated February 2, 2023, the ACHP declined to participate in 

consultation. On February 1, 2023, the Airport sent out consultation letters on behalf of the FAA inviting 

parties to participate in the drafting of an MOA and to sign as a concurring party. In consultation with the 

FAA and SHPO, it was determined that targeted outreach would be completed in place of a public 

meeting. Parties contacted included the Marquette County Board of Commissioners, Sawyer Operating 

Authority, Sawyer Community Alliance, Sawyer Village (as operated by the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of 

Chippewa Indians), Marquette Regional History Center, and the K.I. Sawyer Heritage Air Museum. 

Parties were provided thirty (30) days to respond above receiving the letter. Follow-up by phone and 

email was conducted both preceding and after the thirty-day comment period. Public notice was provided 

in The Mining Journal, the predominant daily newspaper of Marquette County, and responses were 

requested by March 20, 2023, regarding any questions, concerns, or suggested mitigation items. No party 

expressed interest in participating in the development of the MOA. Consultation is ongoing with SHPO 

per the draft MOA and proposed stipulations. Most recent discussion between the Airport, FAA, and 

SHPO occurred April 5, 2023 (see Appendix C for consultation correspondence). 
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6. Alternatives Case Study 

This section describes consultation undertaken to collaborate with interested parties on potential 

alternatives to avoid, minimize, and mitigate the Adverse Effect to the K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base, and 

describes the alternatives identified through this process. 

 

A. Alternatives 

 

No Action Alternative 

The No Action Alternative assumes that no action would be taken to demolish the 14 buildings. Under this 

alternative the Airport would remain in its current state with no plans to remove the buildings and prepare 

the sites for redevelopment. The buildings and support infrastructure would remain in their current 

locations and continue to decline in condition. Some ongoing maintenance and repair would take place, 

but no attempt would be made to meaningfully improve any facilities or infrastructure. This alternative 

would not meet the needs of prospective tenants, who would continue to seek development opportunities 

elsewhere. As such, the No Action Alternative does not meet the project’s purpose and need of removing 

the deteriorating subject buildings in order to meet the Airport’s long-term economic development goals of 

attracting private development consisting of new businesses, facilities, and green spaces that would 

generate Airport revenue, on- and off-airport jobs, regional economic activity, and further investment at 

the Airport. 

 

Alternative 2 – Demolition of Existing Buildings  

Alternative 2 proposes to demolish the 14 buildings, followed by backfilling the foundations and grading 

the footprint of each building. Future facilities and green spaces constructed at the former building sites 

would be funded privately by individual developers as demand increases. As such, this alternative would 

meet the proposed project’s purpose and need of removing the deteriorating subject buildings in order to 

meet the Airport’s long-term economic development goals. 

 

Implementation of this alternative would involve the same environmental considerations as Alternative 1. 

The previously described building components discovered in most buildings during the Hazardous 

Materials Assessment (HMA) in 2021 would need to be addressed under this alternative. Also, the 

buildings’ history as part of K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base presents Section 106 challenges. In the case of 

Alternative 2, the FAA and SHPO have determined that demolition of the buildings would constitute an 

Adverse Effect under Section 106 requiring mitigation of adverse effects to the proposed historic district.   

 

7. Mitigation 

The preferred alternative would ultimately cause an Adverse Effect to the historic district. As such, the 

project team developed potential mitigation measures, taking into consideration feedback from project 

stakeholders and other interested parties, to mitigate impacts to the historic property. As described below, 

the project team considered the following mitigation measures. More specifics regarding the mitigation 

measures will be incorporated into the forthcoming MOA. 
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A. Historic property survey and Historic Property Management Plan 

The Airport or its agent will conduct a survey of the former base subject to FAA oversight and develop a 

Historic Property Management Plan (HPMP) to guide future undertakings.  

 

B. Public interpretation  

The Airport or its agent will develop up to two interpretive panels that highlight the history and significance 

of the former base. Future meeting(s) will determine the number of panels, content focus, location, and 

duration panel(s) shall be left in place. 

 

C. Archival photographic documentation and report 

During initial survey and consultation, the 14 buildings identified for demolition were documented in large-

format, black and white archival photographs. These photographs will be supplemented with a narrative 

historic report.  

 

8. Summary of Preferred Alternative and Mitigation Measures 

The preferred alternative involves removing the 14 buildings and preparing the sites for redevelopment by 

private developers. As the preferred alternative would not avoid adverse effects to the K.I. Sawyer Air 

Force Base Historic District, four mitigation measures were developed to offset these impacts: (1) historic 

property survey and HPMP, (2) public interpretation, (3) and archival photographic documentation and 

report. As a result of this case study, these components will serve as the basis for an MOA. 
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 STATE OF MICHIGAN  
GRETCHEN WHITMER MICHIGAN STRATEGIC FUND QUENTIN L. MESSER, JR.  

GOVERNOR STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE  PRESIDENT 

 

 

 
 

 

300 NORTH WASHINGTON SQUARE    LANSING,  MICHIGAN 489 13  

michigan.gov/shpo    (517) 335-9840 

 

May 26, 2022 
 
MISTY PEAVLER 
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 
DETROIT AIRPORTS DISTRICT OFFICE 
11677 SOUTH WAYNE ROAD  SUITE 107 
ROMULUS MI 48174 
 
 
RE: ER22-654 Marquette County Airport Building Demolitions Project, Sec. 25, 26, 35, 36, T46N,  
  R25W, Sands and Forsyth Townships, K.I. Sawyer, Marquette County (FAA) 
 
Dear Ms. Peavler: 
 
We have received your request for review of the above-cited undertaking until under Section 106 of the NHPA. The 
State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) cannot concur with your determination of that the undertaking will not 
have an adverse effect on historic properties. 
In the application and cover letter, you state that the FAA disagrees with the findings made by Commonwealth 
Heritage Group that the K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places 
under Criterion A in the areas of Military and Politics/Government. Rather, you reference a 1995 EIS and Historic 
Building Inventory and Evaluation whereby it was determined that at that time that the base was not eligible.  
 
Please be aware that the previous determination of eligibility was conducted in 1995/1996, more than 25 years 
ago, and the Michigan SHPO believes that this must be reassessed to determine whether this site is eligible under 
any of the National Register Criterion. Furthermore, we cannot adequately make a current determination of 
eligibility based on the information provided. While the national military history and context is important and valid 
given the use of the property during the Cold War Period, that limited assessment is leaving out a significant 
portion of the history of the site, the community development impact that the construction, operation, and 
closure that this base had on the local community, region, and state. Limiting the context and history to only 
national-level military history and significance does not provide a full analysis of the history and significance of the 
base and indicates to a reader that this site existed in a vacuum and did not have a significant impact on the 
community, region, or state.  
 
Given the scope of the proposed demolitions, we respectfully request that the FAA conduct additional assessment 
by 36cfr qualified professionals, of this under appropriate additional criteria, areas of significance, periods of 
significance, and levels of significance in order to provide us a fuller picture of the significance of the property and 
enable us to provide an accurate eligibility decision.  
 
Specifically, we would like information on the following:  
 

1. The development of housing and other infrastructure related to the base’s presence in the community 
and region  

2. Community planning efforts that went into the location of the base near Gwinn and the construction of 
the base and its associated community 

3. Information on the impact that the presence of this base had on the local community and region  
 
Evaluation of the former KI Sawyer Air Force Base should also evaluate the property’s significance under Criterion 
A in the area of Military significance at the state level. The base was part of larger SAGE air defense system in the 



 

 

Cold War era. Bases such as KI Sawyer provided air defense in the event of enemy air attack.  KI Sawyer and the 
473rd Fighter Group appears to have had a specific regional mission – protection of the upper Midwest (or 
portions thereof).  Though part of a larger system and operating under the Easter Air Defense Command, the 
fighter group’s mission was not national in scope and a national framework for evaluation does not appear to be 
an appropriate for this property.  We respectfully request reevaluation at the state level of significance under 
National Register Criterion A in the area of Military significance.  
 
Without this information, we feel that we do not have adequate documentation to make an eligibility 
determination, and subsequently, a finding of effects for this undertaking. 
 
Please note that the Section 106 review process cannot proceed until we are able to consider the information 
requested above. If you have any questions, please contact Brian Grennell, Cultural Resource Management 
Coordinator, at (517) 335-2721 or by email at grennellb@michigan.gov. Please reference our project number in all 
communication with this office regarding this undertaking. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Brian G. Grennell 
Cultural Resource Management Specialist 
 
for Mark A. Rodman 
State Historic Preservation Officer 



 

 
 
 

Detroit Airports District Office 
11677 S. Wayne Road, Ste. 107 
Romulus, MI  48174 

 
December 22, 2022 
 
Mr. Scott Slagor 
Michigan State Historic Preservation Office 
300 N. Washington Sq. 
Lansing, MI 48913 

Section 106 Consultation 
Marquette County Airport Building Demolitions Project 

Marquette County, Michigan 
 
Dear Mr. Slagor: 
 
The Sawyer International Airport (SAW) has identified a need to remove 14 buildings located within the 
airport’s property in Gwinn, Michigan.  The 14 buildings are in poor condition and pose a risk to aircraft.  
Due to the location of the buildings, project implementation will require approval from the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA).  The FAA will be the lead Federal agency and will consult with the 
Michigan State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) through project completion.   
 
SAW retained Commonwealth Heritage Group Inc. to complete a historic resource review to assess the 
buildings’ eligibility for listing in National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).  The Sawyer International 
Airport, formally known as the K.I Sawyer Air force Base is recommended as eligible for listing in the 
NRHP under Criterion A by Commonwealth for their integrity of feeling and association with the Cold 
War.  The 14 associated buildings are recommended as contributing to the potential K.I Sawyer Air Force 
Base.  
 
The FAA originally disagreed with Commonwealth’s determination based on the Historic Building 
Inventory and Evaluation completed in August 1995 by Alexandra C. Cole and Terri Caruso Wessel, and 
requested SHPO’s concurrence with our determination of no adverse effect on historic properties. The 
SHPO determined they cannot concur with FAA’s determination of no adverse effect on historic 
properties and suggested FAA conduct additional survey by Title 36 CFR qualified professionals.   
 
The SHPO conducted a site visit at SAW and additional research on the site and community via historic 
newspapers. The SHPO provided their findings to the FAA in the form of Identification Forms and a 36 
CFR 16 letter. The letter stated SHPO staff concurs with Commonwealth’s determination that the base is 
eligible for Military, Politics, and Government under Criterion A.  SHPO also stated the buildings 
proposed for demolition would likely be determined contributing during a formal survey of the district.  
 
A full analysis of the base and community will be completed at a later date to fully assess the district’s 
significance. Based on the additional information provided by SHPO, FAA is determining historic 
properties will be affected and the project will have an Adverse Effect on one or more historic properties 
within the APE.  FAA will consult with the SHPO and other parties to resolve the adverse effect under 
800.6. 
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The FAA respectfully requests SHPO’s written concurrence with the determination of NRHP eligibility 
of the K.I Sawyer Air Force Base.  
 
If you have questions or require additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me at 
misty.peavler@faa.gov . 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Misty Peavler 
Environmental Protection Specialist 
Detroit Airports District Office 
Federal Aviation Administration 
(734) 229-2906 
Misty.Peavler@faa.gov 
 
 
Cc.  Mr. Duane DuRay, Sawyer International Airport (SAW) 

mailto:misty.peavler@faa.gov
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300 NORTH WASHINGTON SQUARE   LANSING,  MICHIGAN 48913  
michigan.gov/shpo    (517) 335-9840 

 

 
January 5, 2023 
 
 
MISTY PEAVLER 
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 
DETROIT AIRPORTS DISTRICT OFFICE 
11677 SOUTH WAYNE ROAD SUITE 107 
ROMULUS MI 48174 
 
 
RE: ER22-654 Marquette County Airport Building Demolitions Project, Sec. 25, 26, 35, 36, T46N,  
  R25W, Sands and Forsyth Townships, K.I. Sawyer, Marquette County (FAA) 
 
Dear Ms. Peavler: 
 
Under the authority of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, we have 
reviewed the effects assessment for the proposed undertaking at the above-noted locations. Based on the 
information provided for our review, the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) concurs with the determination 
of the FAA that the proposed undertaking will have an adverse effect on K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base Historic 
District, which appears to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.  
 
This undertaking meets the criteria of adverse effect because: the undertaking may alter, directly or indirectly, any 
of the characteristics of a historic property that qualify the property for inclusion in the National Register in a 
manner that would diminish the integrity of the property’s location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, 
feeling, or association, 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(1). Specifically, the undertaking will result in physical destruction of or 
damage to all or part of the property by demolishing contributing resources to the eligible historic district.   
 
Federal agencies are required to avoid, minimize, or mitigate adverse effects. Please note that if the federal agency 
and the SHPO concur that the adverse effect cannot be avoided, the Section 106 process will not conclude until the 
consultation process is complete, an MOA is developed, executed, and implemented, and, if applicable, the formal 
comments of the Advisory Council have been received, 36 CFR § 800.6. For more information on federal agencies’ 
responsibilities to resolve the adverse effect pursuant to 36 CFR § 800.6 for undertakings that will have an adverse 
effect on historic properties under 36 CFR § 800.6, please review the enclosed materials. 
 
We remind you that federal agency officials or their delegated authorities are required to involve the public in a 
manner that reflects the nature and complexity of the undertaking and its effects on historic properties per 36 CFR 
§ 800.2(d). The National Historic Preservation Act also requires that federal agencies consult with any Indian tribe 
and/or Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (THPO) that attach religious and cultural significance to historic 
properties that may be affected by the agency’s undertakings per 36 CFR § 800.2(c)(2)(ii). 
 
Additionally, your finding letter dated December 22, 2022 states that SHPO staff concurred with the consultant, 
Commonwealth Heritage Group (Commonwealth), that the K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base Historic District is eligible 
under Criterion A for Military, Politics, and Government. We would like to clarify that we concurred with this 
recommendation but stated that historic significance is likely at the state level rather than national level as 
recommended by Commonwealth. We also stated that in our opinion the district is also eligible under Criterion A 
for Community Planning and Development.  
 



The opinion of the SHPO is based on the materials provided for our review. If you believe that there is material 
that we should consider that might affect our finding, or if you have questions, please contact Scott Slagor,, 
Cultural Resource Protection Manager, at (517)285-5120  or by email at slagors2@michigan.gov. Please reference 
our project number in all communication with this office regarding this undertaking.  
 
Finally, the State Historic Preservation Office is not the office of record for this undertaking. You are therefore 
asked to maintain a copy of this letter with your environmental review record for this undertaking. Thank you for 
this opportunity to review and comment, and for your cooperation. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Martha MacFarlane-Faes  
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 
 
MMF:AK:SES 
 
Enclosures: Adverse Effect Guidance Documents 
 
copy: Rachel Magnum, Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
 Duane DuRay, Sawyer International Airport 
 Emily Pettis, Mead and Hunt 
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ADVISORY COUNCIL ON HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
 

401 F Street NW, Suite 308  Washington, DC 20001-2637 
Phone: 202-517-0200 • Fax: 202-517-6381 • achp@achp.gov • www.achp.gov 

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 

Electronic Section 106 Documentation Submittal System (e106) Form 

MS Word format 

Send to: e106@achp.gov 

Please review the instructions at www.achp.gov/e106-email-form prior to completing this form. 

Questions about whether to use the e106 form should be directed to the assigned ACHP staff 

member in the Office of Federal Agency Programs.  

I. Basic information 

1.  Purpose of notification. Indicate whether this documentation is to: 

☒     Notify the ACHP of a finding that an undertaking may adversely affect historic properties  

☐     Invite the ACHP to participate in Section 106 consultation 

☐     Propose to develop a project Programmatic Agreement (project PA) for complex or multiple 

undertakings in accordance with 36 C.F.R. 800.14(b)(3) 

☐     Supply additional documentation for a case already entered into the ACHP record system 

☐     File an executed MOA or PA with the ACHP in accordance with 800.6(b)(iv) (where the 

ACHP did not participate in consultation) 

☐     Other, please describe 

 Click here to enter text. 

2. ACHP Project Number (If the ACHP was previously notified of the undertaking and an ACHP 

Project Number has been provided, enter project number here and skip to Item 7 below): Click here to 

enter text. 

3. Name of federal agency (If multiple agencies, list them all and indicate whether one is the lead 

agency): 

Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 

4. Name of undertaking/project (Include project/permit/application number if applicable): 

Marquette County Airport Building Demolitions Project 

5. Location of undertaking (Indicate city(s), county(s), state(s), land ownership, and whether it would 

occur on or affect historic properties located on tribal lands): 

Township 46N, Range 25W, Sands and Forsyth Townships, Marquette County, Michigan 

 

http://www.achp.gov/e106-email-form
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6.  Name and title of federal agency official and contact person for this undertaking, including email 

address and phone number:  

 

Misty Peavler 

Environmental Protection Specialist 

Federal Aviation Administration  

Detroit Airports District Office 

11677 S. Wayne Road, Ste 107 

Romulus, MI 48174 

misty.peavler@faa.gov  

(734) 229-2906 

 

II. Information on the Undertaking* 

7.  Describe the undertaking and nature of federal involvement (if multiple federal agencies are 

involved, specify involvement of each): 

Proposed project activities involve the demolition of 14 buildings at the current Marquette County 

Airport that together define the Project Area. The buildings were formerly part of the K.I. Sawyer Air 

Force Base but have been converted to use by Marquette County Airport/Sawyer International Airport. 

All buildings are currently vacant and in poor condition, requiring demolition. 

8.  Describe the Area of Potential Effects (APE): 

The APE was defined to include all areas planned to be impacted by ground-disturbing activities 

related to the proposed undertaking, which consists of demolishing the buildings, backfilling the 

foundations, and grading the footprint of each building. The APE comprises the entirety of the former 

K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base in order to account for any effects on this complex, of which buildings 

proposed for demolition are historically associated with and supported the operation of the historic 

property during its period of significance. The APE, as defined by the historic extent of the former 

base, covers approximately 5,758 acres. 

9. Describe steps taken to identify historic properties: 

Commonwealth Heritage Group, under contract with Tri Media for the project proponent, 

documented and evaluated the historic property and the specific buildings slated for demolition in 

2021 as part of a draft Categorical Exclusion (CATEX). This included the completion of 

documentation for Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 and its 

implementing regulations under 36 CFR 800. Commonwealth Heritage Group evaluated the 14 

buildings slated for demolition for their contributing or noncontributing status to a potential historic 

district comprising the former K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. 

10.  Describe the historic property (or properties) and any National Historic Landmarks within the APE 

(or attach documentation or provide specific link to this information): 

The former K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base (current Marquette County Airport/Sawyer International 

Airport) was recommended by Commonwealth Heritage Group as eligible for the National Register 

of Historic Places (National Register) under Criterion A in the areas of Military and 

Politics/Government. The base is significant under Criterion A under Military for its associations with 

Cold War-era military efforts and the expansion of the United States Air Force into northern 
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Michigan. Although the airfield was extant before government purchase, the build-up of the 

properties around it was in accordance with the standard layout for Strategic Air Command (SAC) 

bases with some modifications. The location was prime for detecting incoming attacks and for 

housing fighter-interceptor squadrons to counter Soviet threats along the northern border of the 

United States. The base is also significant under Criterion A in the area of Politics/Government for its 

associations with changing political policies during the Cold War that increasingly focused on air 

defense and detection. During the military’s use, the base was designed as a fighter-interceptor base 

and evolved into a bomber and tanker base. 

The base is recommended eligible for the National Register as a historic district that encompasses the 

historic boundaries of the base, but a full survey was not conducted to determine all contributing and 

noncontributing resources. The period of significance of the K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base is 

recommended from 1955 to 1995, the entire period the property was operated by the United States 

Air Force. 

In ongoing conversations between FAA, Marquette County Airport/Sawyer International Airport 

(project proponent), and the Michigan State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), it was decided to 

treat K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base as eligible for the purposes of Section 106 and move to the finding 

of effects. It was recommended that K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base is eligible at the state level under 

Criterion A for Military and Politics/Government. SHPO also recommended the district possesses 

significance under Community Planning and Development. 

 

See Appendix A for full historic property information, including inventory forms for each building, 

maps, and recommendations. 

 

The Michigan SHPO concurred with these recommendations in a letter dated January 5, 2023 (see 

Appendix B). 

11.  Describe the undertaking’s effects on historic properties: 

The project proposes to remove 14 buildings at the former K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. These 

buildings date to the proposed period of significance and are assumed contributing to the historic 

district. As explained below in #12, this would result as an adverse effect to the K.I. Sawyer Air 

Force Base. 

12. Explain how this undertaking would adversely affect historic properties (include information on 

any conditions or future actions known to date to avoid, minimize, or mitigate adverse effects): 

 

An analysis of the project activities under 36 CFR 800.5 identifies the removal of buildings as an 

adverse effect, 800.5(a)(2)(I): “Physical destruction of or damage to all or part of the property.” 

Demolition of contributing buildings within the district will diminish the property’s design, setting, 

and materials. 

 

On January 5, 2023, the Michigan SHPO concurred with FAA’s finding that project activities would 

cause an adverse effect to the historic property (see Appendix B). 
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13. Provide copies or summaries of the views provided to date by any consulting parties, Indian 

tribes or Native Hawai’ian organizations, or the public, including any correspondence from the SHPO 

and/or THPO.  

 

A copy of the early agency and tribal coordination letter and distribution list is provided in Appendix 

A. Two responses were received from Native American tribal representatives: including from the 

Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians Repatriation & Historic Preservation Office and the 

Match-E-Be-Nash-She-Wish Band of Pottawatomi Indians Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 

(THPO). They each noted there are no known cultural properties within the APE and they wish to be 

notified if the APE or project scope changes or in the event of a discovery of cultural materials. 

 

The owner of the historic property is also the project proponent, and therefore has been in project 

discussions and consultation throughout. 

 

III. Additional Information 

 

14.  Please indicate the status of any consultation that has occurred to date, including whether there 

are any unresolved concerns or issues the ACHP should know about in deciding whether to 

participate in consultation. Providing a list of consulting parties, including email addresses and 

phone numbers if known, can facilitate the ACHP’s review response. 

 

Per 36 CFR 800.6, consultation is ongoing in order to resolve adverse effects to the historic property.  

 

Property Owner Representative: 

Duane DuRay 

Director of Operations/Airport Manager 

Sawyer International Airport 

(906) 346-3308 

dduray@mqtco.org 

 

K.I. Sawyer Heritage Air Museum 

Rich Fairway  

President 

402 3rd Avenue  

Gwinn, MI  49841 

(906) 236-3502 

 

Marquette County Board of County Commissioners 

Scott Erbisch (County Administrator) 

serbisch@mqtco.org 

234 W. Baraga Avenue 

Marquette, MI  49855 

 

 

15 Does your agency have a website or website link where the interested public can find out about 

this project and/or provide comments? Please provide relevant links: 

 

No. 
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16. Is this undertaking considered a “major” or “covered” project listed on the Federal 

Infrastructure Projects Permitting Dashboard? If so, please provide the link: 

 

No. 

 

The following are attached to this form (check all that apply): 

☒     Section 106 consultation correspondence 

☒     Maps, photographs, drawings, and/or plans 

☒     Additional historic property information 

☒     Consulting party list with known contact information  

☐     Other: Click here to enter text. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 2, 2023 

 

 

Misty Peavler 

Environmental Protection Specialist 

Federal Aviation Administration  

Detroit Airports District Office 

11677 S. Wayne Road, Suite 107 

Romulus, MI 48174 

 

Ref:  Marquette County Airport Building Demolitions Project 

Sands and Forsyth Townships, Marquette County, Michigan 

ACHP Project Number: 019147 

 

Dear Ms. Peavler: 

 

On January 19, 2023, the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) received your notification 

and supporting documentation regarding the potential adverse effects of the referenced undertaking on a 

property or properties listed or eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. Based upon 

the information you provided, we have concluded that Appendix A, Criteria for Council Involvement in 

Reviewing Individual Section 106 Cases, of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act 

(NHPA) and its implementing regulations, “Protection of Historic Properties” (36 CFR Part 800), does 

not apply to this undertaking. Accordingly, we do not believe our participation in the consultation to 

resolve adverse effects is needed. 

 

However, if we receive a request for participation from the Michigan State Historic Preservation Officer 

(SHPO), Tribal Historic Preservation Officer, affected Indian tribe, a consulting party, or other party, we 

may reconsider this decision. Should the undertaking’s circumstances change, consulting parties cannot 

come to consensus, or you need further advisory assistance to conclude the consultation process, please 

contact us. 

 

Pursuant to 36 CFR § 800.6(b)(1)(iv), you will need to file the final Section 106 agreement document 

(Agreement), developed in consultation with the Michigan SHPO and any other consulting parties, and 

related documentation with the ACHP at the conclusion of the consultation process. The filing of the 

Agreement and supporting documentation with the ACHP is required in order to complete the 

requirements of Section 106 of the NHPA. 

 

Thank you for providing us with your notification of adverse effect. If you have any questions or require 

our further assistance, please contact Ms. Rachael Mangum at (202) 517-0214 or by e-mail at 

rmangum@achp.gov and reference the ACHP Project Number above. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

LaShavio Johnson 

Historic Preservation Technician 

Office of Federal Agency Programs 

mailto:rmangum@achp.gov


 

 

Appendix C. Documentation of Consultation with Interested 

Parties 

 



Native American Coordination

Salutation line Contact Name Title Organization Address City, State, Zip Phone

Chairperson Bay Mills Indian Community of Michigan 12140 West Lakeshore Drive Brimley, MI 49175

Chairperson Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians of Michigan 2605 NW Bayshore Drive Suttons Bay, MI 49682

Chairperson Hannahville Indian Community of Michigan N14911 Hannahville B1 Road Wilson, MI 49896-9728

Chairperson Huron Potawatomi, Inc 2221 1-1/2 Mile Road Fulton, MI 49052

Chairperson Keweenaw Bay Indian Community of Michigan Keweenaw Bay Tribal Center, 107 Beartown RoadBaraga, MI 49908

Chairperson Lac Vieux Desert Band of Lake Superior Chippewa of Michigan PO Box 249 - Choate Road Watersmeet, MI 49969

Chairperson Little River Band of Ottawa Indians 375 River Street Manistee, MI 49660

Chairperson Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians 7500 Odawa Circle Harbor Springs, MI 49740-9692

Chairperson Match-E-Be-Nash-She-Wish Band of Pottawatomi Indians PO Box 218, 1743 142nd Avenue Dorr, MI 48323

Chairperson Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians of Michigan PO Box 180, 901 Spruce Street Dowagiac, MI 49047

Chairperson Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan 7070 East Broadway Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858

Chairperson Sault-Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians of Michigan 523 Ashman Street Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783

Chairperson Burt Lake Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians 6461 Brutus Road, Box 206 Brutus, MI 49716

Chairperson Fred Jacko, Jr. Culture Department Manager Nottawaseppi Huron Band of Potawatomi 1485 Mno-Bmadzewen Way Fulton, MI 49052 269.704.8307

Chairperson Grand River Band of Ottawa Indians 1316 Front Ave NW Grand Rapids, MI 49504



 

 

 
 

Detroit Airports District Office 
Metro Airport Center 
11677 S. Wayne Road, Ste. 107 
Romulus, MI  48174 

 

December 17, 2021 
 
 
Chairperson 
Match-E-Be-Nash-She-Wish Band of Pottawatomi Indians 
PO Box 218, 1743 142nd Avenue 
Dorr, MI 48323 
 
Re: Early Coordination Review of Proposed Improvements  
KI Sawyer International Airport, Gwinn, Michigan  
 
Dear Chairperson: 
 
Marquette County International Airport (Airport) is proposing to demolish 13 buildings located at the former 
KI Sawyer Air Force Base (KI Sawyer). The proposed action is needed to remove buildings that are in poor 
condition and provide the opportunity for furthering the development of KI Sawyer.  
 
Marquette County has been revitalizing KI Sawyer as an industrial work area and bringing in new business 
over the past 25 years. As part of the ongoing effort to rebuild the area, demolition of buildings that are no 
longer suitable for use and creating new developable land is essential to continuing to attract new 
companies and business to the area.  
 
The Airport is subject to federal and state environmental review because it is a federally obligated airport 
and must meet its federal grant assurance requirements. To proceed with the proposed action, a 
Categorical Exclusion (CATEX) is necessary to define and analyze potential impacts of the proposed action 
and evaluate any reasonable alternatives.  The FAA is the lead federal agency and as such, the CATEX 
will be prepared in accordance with NEPA, FAA Order 1050.1F, Environmental Impacts: Policies and 
Procedures, and FAA Order 5050.4B. National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Implementing Instructions 
for Airport Actions.   
 
A summary of the proposed action includes: 
 

• Hazardous Materials Abatement of 13 buildings and associated outbuildings, utility vaults, and 
pumpstations.  

• Demolition of 13 buildings and associated outbuildings, utility vaults, and pumpstations.  

• Developing the land after demolition for potential new construction. 

• Grading and seeding will be performed at the end of land development to match the areas existing 
conditions.  

 



 2 

The FAA would be pleased to receive your comments regarding this project, any information you wish to 
share pertaining to archaeological or historical resources located in the project area, or notification that you 
would like to become an interested party under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act.  In 
order to sufficiently address key project issues and maintain the project schedule, your comments are 
requested by January 21, 2022. 
 
Your response should be addressed to: 
 
Misty Peavler 
Federal Aviation Administration 
Detroit Airports District Office  
11677 South Wayne Road, Suite 107 
Romulus, Michigan 48174  
734-229-2900 / misty.peavler@faa.gov 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Misty Peavler 
Environmental Protection Specialist 
 
Enclosures:   Figure 1 KI Sawyer Vicinity Map 
                Figure 2 KI Sawyer Location Map 
                Figure 3 KI Sawyer Project Area Map 
 
cc: Duane Duray, Airport Manager 
Tim Sorensen, TriMedia Environmental & Engineering 
William Ballard, Mead & Hunt 
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February 15, 2022 
 
Misty Peavler 
Environmental Protection Specialist 
Federal Aviation Administration 
Detroit Airports District Office 
11677 South Wayne Road, Suite 107 
Romulus, Michigan 48174 
Misty.peavler@faa.gov 
 
Re: THPO Response to consultation for KI Sawyer International Airport, Gwinn, Michigan 
 
Dear Ms. Peavler: 
 
As the Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (THPO), we have received your request for consultation 
regarding the proposed undertaking in Marquette County, MI. We have not identified any information 
concerning the presence of any cultural resources significant to the Match-E-Be-Nash-She-Wish Band of 
Pottawatomi Indians. This is not to say that such a site may not exist, just that this office does not have 
any available information for the area at this time. 
 
However, we request to be informed if the scope of the projects or Area of Potential Effect changes. In 
the event a discovery of Native American artifacts, human remains, or funerary objects are found, we 
request to be notified within 10 days. At that time, the Tribe will determine if further consultation is 
necessary.  
 
Please also know that other Tribes, including but not limited to the Hannahville Indian Community (Cory 
Sagataw), Lac Vieux Desert Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians (Alina Shively, THPO), and Keweenaw 
Bay Indian Community (Alden Connor, THPO), may have historic resources in the area that we are not 
aware of. We thank you for including the Gun Lake Tribe in your plans. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Lakota Pochedley 
THPO 
2872 Mission Dr. 
Shelbyville, Michigan 49344 
Lakota.pochedley@glt-nsn.gov 
Phone: (269) 397-1780 
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January 19, 2022 

 

Misty Peavler 

Federal Aviation Administration 

Detroit Airports District Office 

11677 South Wayne Road, Suite 107 

 

Submitted electronically to misty.peavler@faa.gov 

 

Re: Early Coordination Review of Proposed Improvements; KI Sawyer 

International Airport, Gwinn, MI 

 

  

Boozhoo:  

 

The Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians Repatriation & Historic 

Preservation Office has received and reviewed your request for comments or 

interest concerning review and comment to the effect on historic and cultural sites 

within the proposed project area at KI Sawyer International Airport at the former 

Ki Sawyer Air Force Base in Marquette County, MI. 

 

We have researched and checked our databases, maps, and any other pertinent 

inventory records with regards to said project. Based on the information provided, 

it is the opinion of the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians Repatriation & 

Historic Preservation Office that we have NO KNOWN cultural properties within 

the Area of Potential Effects (APE) for the above-cited project.  

 

However, this does not mean that a cultural resource does not exist, just that this 

office is not aware of any at this time. If any Human Ancestral Remains or any 

objects of cultural patrimony are discovered, or if the scope of work changes, 

please notify this office immediately.  

 

Please send us documents for inadvertent discovery procedures. If you would like a 

letter of concurrence with the MI SHPO, please submit the SHPO letter and other 

relavant materials. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Marie Richards, Repatriation & Historic 

Preservation Specialist at (906) 635-6050 x26143. 

 

Miigwech, 

 

 

 

 

Marie R. Richards 

Repatriation & Historic Preservation Specialist 

NAGPRA/MACPRA Alternate 

Sault Tribe of Chippewa Indians  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 









































 
NOTICE OF A 

 PROPOSED BUILDING DEMOLITION PROJECT 

RESULTING IN AN ADVERSE EFFECT ON HISTORIC RESOURCES 

AT 

SAWYER INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, GWINN MI 
 

ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are notified of a proposed project at Sawyer International Airport (Airport) that will 

result in an adverse effect on historic resources.   

 

The Airport proposes to demolish 14 buildings at the Marquette County Airport/Sawyer International Airport, which 

is the former K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. Planned activities include demolition of 14 buildings and grading of the 

building sites. Buildings proposed for demolition were found to be in poor condition and do not meet the strategic 

planning goals of the Airport. The Airport seeks to create new leasable facilities and green spaces that could be used 

to market new business growth in the area. As the Airport operates under a Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 

license, proposed work is subject to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (Section 106) and its 

implementing regulations, 36 CFR Part 800. 

 

In compliance with Section 106 and its implementing regulation 36 CFR 800, the FAA, in consultation with the 

Michigan State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), has determined that the former K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base is 

eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (National Register) as a historic district and has 

significance at the state level in the areas of Military, Politics, and Government. The FAA recommended that the 

proposed demolition of 14 contributing buildings would constitute an Adverse Effect under Section 106 and the SHPO 

concurred with this finding.  

 

In order to resolve adverse effects under 36 CFR 800.6, consultation is required with interested parties to develop a 

Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) that will mitigate adverse effects to the proposed historic district. The FAA is 

seeking input from the public to assist in the development of appropriate mitigation measures to resolve the adverse 

effect to the historic district.  

 

Members of the project team are available to discuss any questions or concerns related to historic resources at the 

Airport and would appreciate hearing from the public regarding any suggested mitigation items.  Citizens are 

encouraged to submit comments or concerns by March 20, 2023.  Send comments to:  

 

Duane DuRay  

Airport Director 

125 G Avenue 

Gwinn, MI  49841 

(906) 346-3308  

dduray@mqtco.org 

  

Before including your address, phone number, e-mail address, or other personal identifying information in your 

comment, be advised that your entire comment including your personal identifying information, may be made 

publicly available at any time.  

 

 





 

 

Appendix D. Maps of the Project Area 
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Appendix F – Noise 
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