AVIATION WALL OF HONOR

8 Sgt Badolph ©. Ketola

Rudoiph (“Rudy™ A. Ketola was born on
November 19, 1921 in Princeton, Michigan. He
graduated from Gwinn High School in June
1941. In September 1941 he moved to Detroit
where he worked as a shest metal and
machinist technician apprentice until he enfisted
in the Army Ar Force in October 1942, He was
shipped to Perin Field, Texas for basic training.
From there he went to Chaniete Field, Rantoul,
Hinois to attend machinist and sheet metal
school. In May 1943 he was shipped fo San
Francisco and in September 1943 he was sent
overseas fo Africa via Virginia and across the
Aflantic on a Liberty troop ship. He and 50
other Gls spent 25 days at sea in a convoy.
When the convoy entered the Mediterranean
Sea, It was attacked by German aircraft and
several ships were sunk.




Ketola was fransferred to italy whér'e he was assigned to & B-25 bomber unif
as a tail gunner after having complsted a course on aerial gunnery. He ﬂew his first
mission out of Foggla. Late in September 1943 the bomb group was sent to a new
base near Naples. An eruption of Mount Vesuvius severely damaged their aircraft,

and his unit moved to the island of Corsica where they recaivaﬁ new aircraft. During
his tour of duty at Corsica the bomb group lost over 50 aircraft to German air attacks
and bombing missions.

After flying 56 combat missions, Rudy was sent back to the United States in
October 1944 and spent 6 months in a convalescent home in Kentucky before being
assigned to Dover Air Base, Delaware. He received his discharge from the service
in September 1945.

S Sgt Ketola's awards and decorations include: Air Medal (5) with a Sliver
Qak Leaf cluster; Distinguished Unit Badge; European-African-Middle East Theater
of Operatibns ribbon/medal with four bronze battle stars. Battles and campaigns
include: Naples - Foggia; Rome - ARNO; Southern France; air offensives; and two

Overseas service bars.
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L For mbritnrlous achiavament while participating
_f.}}an aerial £light as tadl g gunner of a B=25 type-air-
'n_‘*fcraft during an attack upon ‘enemy - commmnication lines e
L near Areazano, Italy on 23 January 1944 CBtaff Ser»'““-“”-- '
. geant Ketola's proficlency in combat reflects great
o eredit upon himaelf and the - Milltary aervice of the
*sznlbed tatps.- o e
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